2010/2011 Winter

The Oracle
A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.
Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

From the Chair:

Linda Stanley Wilson, Ph.D

.

My son and I had a great time playing in the snow, following animal tracks and looking up close at
seedpods a few weeks ago at Darts Hill. We even managed to take a few photos on the chilly November
Member’s Day. I must admit that Bryce did slip and fall once on the icy drive as we put up the new
‚Open To Society Members‛ sign at the gate, a lesson to be just a bit more careful outside in the winter!
I enjoy seeing Darts Hill in any weather and there truly is something new to see each time we visit. We
especially love the new woodland walk and look forward to seeing it as it matures and additional
understory plants are incorporated into the grounds. Darts Hill is continually growing, changing, and
metamorphosing, not only from one season to the next, but over the many years through the diligent
and attentive hands of Francisca & Edwin and their carefully selected garden staff. I have had the
privilege to review many of Francisca’s original notes that document plans, changes, plant selection,
methods and so much more.
As I begin to wrap up my extended term as the Chair of the Society, I plan to turn more of my attention
toward my ongoing archive project about the garden and its history. Recently, Graham brought me
Francisca’s 1943 version of Sunset’s Complete Garden Book, stuffed with clippings, notes and even a few
receipts. It’s fascinating to look back at the suggestions made by the book and the hand typed or written
notes made by Francisca on her fraying and yellowed paper. I just loved the receipt for 4 items to
augment compost that matches Francisca’s personal notes (see photo).
See you in the garden,
Linda
P.S. As I will be stepping down
after four years as Chair, we will
need not only 2 new Board
members at our next Annual
General Meeting, but we would
especially be interested in members
who are interested in taking on a
leadership position. Please let me
know and I would be happy to
share my experience with you.
Drop
me
an
e-mail
at
lindasw@mac.com

Membership – by Anne Sprung
weather brought thunder, lightning and torrential rain as the garden was being
opened for our members day. The pathways were slippery, and dangerous, so a decision was
made to cancel the day to avoid injury to members, and to the garden. The 12 artists who were
planning on painting in the garden were contacted and would be happy to attend again in the
spring of 2011. Painting in the rain is not practical.
we had our Fall Foliage Photo contest on both the open house and member’s day.
Many digital cameras were evident, and the weather behaved with unbelievably beautiful blue
skies. The images were submitted by email. The deadline for submission was October 29, then
the judges hard work began. The winners were chosen,
then posted on the Darts Hill website. Now all entries are
available through a link from the Darts Hill website on the
site set up for the judges. There are 68 photos, please have
a look and decide which one is your favourite. The quality
of the photography is amazing. The garden is showcased
beautifully. There will be a show of all the photographs at
the March 19th A.G.M.
The prizes of dinner for two at Giraffe restaurant went to
Joe Philips; Washington Avenue grill to new member
Virginia Behl; Kiki’s restaurant to Rhonda Fussi from
Abbotsford. The honourable mention photos were both
by Jen Vandervoot. Thank you to all who entered, and to
our volunteer judges.
was another challenging day for weather. Our
hardy volunteers showed up to open the garden, and a
few intrepid members braved the cold and snow to visit.
Thank you to our volunteers for all their efforts.

Winning photo by Virginia Behl

Winning photo by Joe Philips

Winning photo by Rhoda Fussi

Membership, continued

Seasonal suggestion: A $20 GIFT membership to the
garden is a wonderful Christmas gift that lasts all year.
Mystery plants September
I am native to the hills of Japan. I am a small
10-12 foot tall deciduous tree with 4 inch
elliptical leaves. I am often overlooked until
the fall when my 1 inch bright pink round
lobed fruit opens to reveal large shiny fire
engine red seeds. My foliage is still green at
the moment. Who am I?
- Eunoymus
sieboldianus or Japanese Spindle tree.

Mystery plant for October
I am a small clumping deciduous plant in full
flower. I have green lobed leaves that are reddish
purple underneath. I have a froth of white star
flowers on 4 inch stems. I am an alpine flower
that comes from Japan, China and Korea. I can be
found in several beds in the garden, but not all
have my name visible - Saxifraga fortunei

Membership Renewal: With the garden being closed in September, and so snowy and
cold in November, many were unable to renew memberships at the garden. Please send in
your renewals to Anne at 2169 166th Street. She will be happy to send your guest passes, new
membership card, and list of merchant discounts along with the schedule for next year.
If there is a topic or artistic/musical interlude you would like to see or hear in the garden on a
member's day, please contact Anne at anne.sprung@shaw.ca

Membership, continued
2011
In the new year we will have our favourites returning; to give familiar talks and to provide new
topics of interest. Please watch the email and web site updates to know who will be in the
garden, and when.

Sunday, January 16th,

2011 will be a

bark and branches tour by our fabulous
guides, it is an opportunity to see the bare
structure we often overlook when distracted
by the foliage or flowers. The first tour will
start at 11:30 with a second tour at 1:30.
So much colour to see in the garden in January,
keep your eye out for the amazing Hamamelis.
Hamamelis x intermedia Jelena

Sunday February 20th, 2011 will have
Lynn Pollard return for an entertaining birding
tour and a search for an Anna’s hummingbird
at 11:30.
This Edgeworthia papyrifera may be in bloom
late January or February – find it in bed 47

Saturday March 19th, 2011 our A.G.M.

Annual General Meeting
March 19, 2011
10:00 am – noon
Emmanual Covenant Church next
to Darts Hill Garden

will include images from the photo contest
and following lunch an always interesting and
humorous tour by Douglas Justice from UBC.

Guide’s Greenery
This new section will provide an area for our volunteer guides to educate us on
plant favorites throughout the seasons.
Rhododendron schlippenbachii - by Mary Dunn
I am one of the original group of Darts Hill Guides, which was formed to assist Francisca in showing her
garden to visitors. I shared her love for rhododendrons, and have chosen to write about one admired for
its fine autumn colour as well as its delicate flowers and beautiful new foliage.
Rhododendron schlippenbachii, the Royal Azalea, is native to Korea and adjacent regions of Eastern
Russia and Manchuria. In Korea it is a common understory shrub in many hillside broad-leaved forests,
growing in great numbers at 400-1500 metres in altitude. It is chosen as a local symbol by a number of
cities and counties in South Korea, and must be a delightful sight when in bloom. Carl Maximowicz, the
Russian botanist and Far East explorer, named it after his friend Baron Alexander von Schlippenbach, a
Russian naval officer, who collected the species in 1854.
It was introduced into cultivation by James A. Veitch, of the famous Veitch Nurseries, in 1893. Veitch
Nurseries were the first to employ professional plant hunters, among them William and Thomas Lobb,
Charles Maries, and Ernest Henry Wilson.

Rhododendron schlippenbachii is compact,
slow-growing to around five feet, forming an
upright, rounded, deciduous shrub. Hardy to
Zone 4, it prefers fertile, humus-rich, well-drained
soil, but likes a less acid soil than most
rhododendrons. Its rather thin leaves do not like
hot afternoon sun, but it will adapt with age, as
the plant in Bed 25 (southern exposure) seems to
have done.
The slightly fragrant flowers can vary from pale to
darker pink, occasionally white, with reddishbrown speckling on the upper petals. The new
leaves, growing in whorls of five, are a pale green,
flushed with pinkish-bronze, creating an
impression of lovely airy delicacy.
There are several specimens at Darts Hill, and it
was interesting to compare the autumn foliage in
the different conditions, one in deep shade (no
colour), one in full southern exposure (badly
burned), and the one in Bed 25 (southern
exposure, but a little shelter from afternoon sun)
ablaze with red, orange, and gold.
Beautiful at any time of year, Rhododendron schlippenbachii well-deserves the name ‘Royal Azalea’.

Guides Greenery,

cont’d….

Enkianthus perulatus – by Diane Langmead
Diane is currently the Treasurer of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society and a
long time Master Gardener.
Autumn at Darts Hill ... such a spectacular time of year when all the deciduous trees seem to
compete for attention as they put on a showy display of color. I would be hard pressed to pick
the winner, however, the Enkianthus perulatus would be in the top ten I'm sure.
Enkianthus perulatus would be at home in any garden as it slowly grows to only 6 to 8 feet
tall. In spring it puts on a delightful show with many clusters of up to ten dainty bell like
white flowers, followed by elliptic to obovate, toothed medium green leaves to 5cm. long,
clustered at the ends of the shoots. It is happy grown in humus rich moist but well drained
acidic to neutral soil in full or partial shade. Pleasant, but nondescript in summer, it bursts into
action in fall changing to a brilliant scarlet red.
A member ot the Ericaceae family. Genus of about 10 species of mainly deciduous shrubs,
occasionally trees, occurring in scrub and woodland from the Himalayas to Japan. They are
grown for their terminal umbels or corymb-like racemes of bell or urn shaped flowers and
autumn color. Pests and diseases are infrequent.

Look for Enkianthus perulatus in bed #50. Other Enkianthus species can be found throughout
the garden but when you are walking in the Northwest corner of the garden, check out E.
campanulatus "Red Bells" in bed #25 (next to the Ginko).

PROPAGATION COMMITTEE 2010 YEAR END REPORT – Nancy Armstrong
We started our work sessions in March and over the following seven months had a total of 25. These were mostly
Saturdays or Sundays from 8:30 or 9:00 for three hours or more. There is no pressure for anyone to come early or stay
late. We are a congenial group and come together as each of us are able to fit the sessions into our lives. We are always
welcoming to new members … and look forward to the possibility that this will happen in the Spring.
The Heron Park Project, the display garden designed by Sharon Lawson, on the left side of Beecher Street at the
entrance to Crescent Beach, was planted in early April and by Fall had already begun to have the look of an established
garden. This garden, separated as it is from Darts Hill, is maintained weekly by volunteers from our committee under
the direction of Ross Williams and Sharon.
We continue to expand our aspirations for propagating Darts Hill unusual plants and have, this year, had more plants
for sale that were grown from cuttings. Most of this happened as one of our members, Pam Yokome, acquired a
greenhouse and has had great success with vegetative propagation from both cuttings and seeds. Please let us know if
there plants you would like to have made available at our sales and we will try to make that happen.
You may recall that in 2009 we had 12 Plant Sales since the Surrey Foundation and Partners in Parks events were held
at Darts. Our total for the 2009 year was $6,734.60. In 2010 we had only 10 Plant Sales, with the potential 11th
canceled from bad weather. Working against us we had RAIN at both the May and September Open Houses. The rain
in May was CONSIDERABLE and our sales for that Open House were almost $500 less than in 2009. Despite the
rainy days and two less sale days we earned $6,536.75, which is only $197.85 less than 2010. I trust that all of you will
be as pleased with our success as we are.
The OH-SO-APPRECIATED new Golf Cart has been
a marvelous addition and made many of our
propagation tasks so much easier. We are anticipating
that it will prove to be just as great an asset for Darts
Hill Guides while making it possible for mobility
challenged Members and Guests to tour our wonderful
garden.

Photos by Graham Laine0
Many tender plants lifted from Beds 26 and 46 –
overwintering in the Greenhouse

Fauna

corner

This salamander was crossing the
driveway in late fall

Grey squirrel snacking in the Ilex
aquifolium ‘Argentea Marginata’

Ginkgo biloba – Maidenhair tree

Our Heritage walnut x is spectacular through the seasons

Photos by
Graham
Laine

Fall colour in the N.W. corner of the garden.

The illuminated driveway to the house. Many tender
plants were covered in burlap as the very sudden
winter cold snap hit in late November.

Thank you: Thank you to Mary
Dunn and Diane Langmead for
their contributions to the Guide’s
Greenery.
Slippery Paths and Other Dangers!
As a member, you know that one of the greatest benefits is to have monthly access to Darts Hill
Garden so that you can witness the ever-changing beauty as the seasons change. A crew of park
staff and volunteers regularly work around the garden to ensure your safety as you wander the
paths and peer closely at our unique plants. Unfortunately, sometimes the garden experiences
weather that creates hazards throughout the garden. Under some circumstances, we need to
close the garden on a Member’s Day with very little warning. This is rare, but did happen in
September.
A sudden heavy rainfall early in the morning quickly leads to pathways that do not provide
stable footing due to washout, slippery conditions, or uneven pathways. Even if it is sunny by
11:00 a.m., the garden may still be unsafe due to an earlier rain. We
also experience iciness in the garden and parking lot that can make
it unsafe to enter.
You can always check our website to see if the garden is open or
not on a specific Member’s Day. We will make a decision by 9:00
a.m., if not sooner, and post it on our front page. Go to
www.dartshill.ca.

Contacts:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Propagation Coordinator
Editor of The Oracle

Linda Stanley Wilson
Anne Sprung
Nancy Oike
Nancy Armstrong
Kathy Piccott

604-542-3003
604-531-8424
604-535-6245
604-538-7551
604-594-8507

lindasw@mac.com
anne.sprung@shaw.ca
noike@shaw.ca
nca-1@telus.net
kmpiccott@surrey.ca

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to
ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

