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A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.
Accessible by pre‐booked
pre booked tours only.
only Call 604‐501‐5050
604 501 5050 for your tour
tour.

Opportunities for Involvement at Darts
Hill Garden
Many members enhance their experience at the
garden by joining one of our ongoing
great way
y to meet new
committees. Itʹs a g
friends, gain garden knowledge, see more of
the garden, and contribute to Dartsʹ growth
and success in the community. We also have 2
Board positions available in March. If you are
interested, please contact the Nominations
Committee (Nancy at nca‐1@telus.net).
A Special Evening of Arts at Darts
Our Planning Committee Needs You

Photo of Francisca taken in the early 1940’s shortly
after Mr. & Mrs. Darts purchased the property.

We are currently putting together our 2010 committee. If you are interested, please contact me at

lindasw@mac.com. As a member of this committee, you will help to set the criteria for our
submission process, review applicants, and help organize this popular event that is scheduled in
2010 for
f Tuesday,
T d
J
June
22 from
f
6 9 p.m. If you are an artist
6‐9
i wishing
i hi to participate
i i
i the
in
h event,
note that the deadline for submitting an application will be in early April. Due to the growth of
this event, there will be a juried process requiring artists to submit a portfolio of work. More
information on this process will appear on our website in early February, 2010.

One of the Easiest Ways You Can Help Out at Darts
Every year, we hold four public Open Houses. At these events, we need a few individuals to
greet our visitors, distribute maps, and keep count of how many people come in. This year, our
Open Houses are April 24, May 29, September 18, and October 16. Your commitment can be as
short as 2 hours, leaving you plenty of time to see the garden and visit our plant sale. Contact me
at lindasw@mac.com if you are interested or have questions.

Our Growing Membership Team
Another fun way to get to know people at the garden is to volunteer to be on our growing
Membership Team. The Membership Team helps out on each Memberʹs Day as well as the
Open House dates and requires just a two hour commitment. If you are interested in meeting
our current members and helping to recruit new members, contact Lorri at lorri@pobox.com.

Propagation Committee 2009 Year End Report – Nancy Armstrong
What a wonderful year we have had! Best yet and already looking forward with enthusiasm and
confidence to another great year. Total sales at our 12 Plant Sales this year came to an amazing
$6,734.60. Amazing, because as you know we sell most of our plants at the reasonable prices of $2.50 for
pots and $$5.00 for g
gallon size.
4″ p
And to what can we attribute this more than tripling of sales over 2008? After word getting around
about what great plants and good prices we have, the next explanation has to be our hardworking and
keen group of 32 volunteers. Starting in early March we had 20 work sessions which were usually
about 3 hours on Sunday or Saturday morning. Crews varied in size from a high of 14 to a low of 3,
with 6 to 7 being typical. Our last session of the year was a rainy day in mid November and we had a
turn out of 10.
10 Think that tells you that this kind of volunteering is seen by the group as an activity that
is not only rewarding but fun! The committee also staffs our busy Plant Sales and that offers a different
kind of opportunity to volunteer. The sales are also on the weekends, but later in the day and no
digging, potting and messing about!
Graham Laine has made a major expansion of the area where we store our plants and we already have a
great supply on hand for the 10 Plant Sales planned for 2010. We are eager to add even more varieties,
especially ones that are unusual in the lower mainland so if there are plants you have seen in the garden
that you would like to purchase and that we have not yet provided for sale please let us know and we’ll
see what we can do.
Thanks to so many of you who have contributed square pots of all sizes. Please keep them coming as we
want to continue with recycling them to keep our costs to a minimum. Be sure to read the articles about
Heron Park and the Weeding Task Force to get a total picture of “propagation” activities. Please do
consider
id joining
j i i us as we think
thi k many more off you would
ld enjoy
j the
th fellowship
f ll
hi and
d the
th opportunity
t it to
t
see the garden plants from a different perspective.
For more information, please contact Nancy Armstrong, nca‐1@telus.net or 604‐538‐7551.

Your propagation team at work in November.

Nancy Armstrong, Patty DeBoer, Louise Palmer, Lee‐Anne Pitcairn, Jane Robinson, Brenda
Woosnam, Ross Williams ʺmuddy but unbowedʺ! The sun had finally come out, JUST as we
were finishing.
There were actually 10 of us working. Pam took the picture, Sharon was down in the garden
digging plants for Heron Park, and Graham was carrying potted plants to the plunge bed.

Crescent Beach’s Heron Park to Promote Darts Hill Garden
The Society Board is keen to increase awareness of Darts Hill Garden and by doing so to build
membership. We are going to be trying a variety of efforts and this one is now well underway.
The Propagation Committee will be developing a prominent mini‐garden in the large bed at
the east end of Heron Park at the entrance to Crescent Beach. It is high profile and an excellent
location for a bed designed, planted and maintained by the committee with a tasteful yet
easily seen sign identifying that the garden is the work of Darts Hill Garden Park.
We are very fortunate to have Sharon Lawson on the Propagation Committee. Many of you
may not know it,
it but will be familiar with her work for Burnaby Parks where she is the sub‐
sub
foreman of horticulture. An article about her work titled “Plant Artist Colours Our World”
appeared in Steve Whysall’s “In the Garden column” in The Vancouver Sun August 07, 2008.
You can access the article easily on the internet and understand better her outstanding ability
to design beds and boulevard gardens for Burnaby.
http://www2.canada.com/vancouversun/features/whysall/story.html?id=9f7ea7c5‐f444‐4118‐
a70a bfdfa1236950
a70a‐bfdfa1236950
Using plants that almost exclusively are grown in Darts Hill, Sharon has completed the Heron
Park bed design. If you’ve not been to the park you might want to check the bed out now and
return next spring to see the project as it progresses to the next stage. We are excited about the
possibilities.
For a complete list of plants that will be included in our design or if you would like to be
involved, please contact: Nancy Armstrong, nca‐1@telus.net or 604‐538‐7551

Weeding Task Force – Karen O’Mara
This newly reactivated group is a sub committee of the Propagation Committee. We are
spreading the word that if you have the urge to weed at Darts Hill please let us know!
This very important task compliments the wonderful work of Surrey Parks and will ensure
that the garden is up to all our standards. Another benefit to having weeding volunteers is for
our environment. Did you know that Alan Cheung, Parks Landscape Technician‐ South who is
in charge of the garden, is a pro‐environmental gardener and really would prefer to be
chemical free? Our Weeding Task Force will enable him to stay on top of those nasty weeds
without chemical use. He currently uses as little as possible but wouldn’t it be wonderful to
use none at all!
If this sounds like fun to you, please email Karen O’Mara at kocraftco@hotmail.com and
include your phone number so I can give you a call.
The Weeding Task Force works closely with the Propagation Committee and Alan to enable
th spotting
the
tti
and
d potting
tti
off interesting
i t
ti
plant
l t seedlings
dli
prior
i to
t clearing
l i
th beds.
the
b d If you like
lik
weeding you may also want to check out what the group is all about. (It is a lot of fun.)

More photos provided by members of the Crescent Beach Photography Club
taken during September’s ‘Walk and Click’.

Photos by Lynne and Ron
Kelman

What Do You Know About The History of Darts Hill Garden?
Do you have a story or reflection about Darts Hill Garden that you would be willing to share? Perhaps
you know Francisca and can recall some of your favourite memories that shouldn’t be lost to the
ppassing
g of time. We are currentlyy pputting
g together
g
a commemorative book about Francisca and Edwin
Darts and the long history of Darts Hill Garden and would love to include your personal experiences at
the garden and with the Darts.
Archival material and historical documents will be used to chronicle the transformation of the original
garden covered in bush to the orchards that the Darts loved. As many of you know, the orchards soon
led to the addition of rare and unusual plants that Francisca planted (many from seed) resulting in the
establishment of the garden she shares with the public today. Our book will include the history of the
very early days of the garden with photos and notes taken by Francisca, many dating back to the early
1940s. We envision this project to be a repository for the important historical artifacts that document the
history of Darts Hill Garden.
We encourage you to share your memories with us for inclusion in this project. You are welcome to
submit
b it material
t i l to
t us att any time.
ti
Y may wantt to
You
t include
i l d photos
h t andd documents
d
t pertaining
t i i to
t the
th
history of the garden along with your written recollections. We would also be happy to arrange to meet
you for an interview, if that is more convenient. Please contact the Society Chair, Linda Stanley Wilson
at 604.542.3003 or lindasw@shaw.ca for more information.

More Photos by
Lynne & Ron
Kelman –
Crescent Beach
Photography Club

Membership Page
Winter at Darts Hill Garden
Th wonderfully
The
d f ll diverse
di
collection
ll ti
off conifers
if
really
ll stand
t d
out in silhouette throughout the garden. There are about a
dozen different cultivars of Cryptomeria japonica (sugi or
Japanese cedar) so be on the look out for the great variety of
foliage this amazing group of trees have on display.
Snowdrops, crocus,
Snowdrops
crocus cyclamen,
cyclamen heather,
heather early flowering
rhododendrons, hellebores and the fabulously fragrant witch
hazel also await you throughout the garden.
2010 Schedule
Members will gain an additional day to visit the garden
this year, as it will now be open in August.
Upcoming Members’ Days
11 am to 3 pm
Walk with a Guide at 1 pm.
January 17, 2010
Helleborus orientalis
11 am: Horticultural Tour
Join the Surrey Parks staff team for a walkabout through the garden. They’ll highlight some of
the new plant acquisitions and share information on renovation and development plans for the
future.
February 21, 2010
11am: Bird Walk
Lynn Pollard will bring along some extra
binoculars so you can get up close and personal
with the gardens fine feathered winter visitors.
March 27, 2010 (Saturday)
AGM and social replaces
p
members’ days
y this
month 10 am to noon followed by a garden tour.

You’re always welcome to invite guests to join you for a stroll in the garden. If you need
additional guest passes they can be purchased at the garden for $5.
Plant Sales
Plant sales will be held in April, May, June, August, September and October on Members’ Days
and at the Public Open Houses.

Membership Page cont’d….
Members’ Days 2010
January 17, February 21, March 27 (Sat., AGM), April 18, May 16, June 13 (2nd Sunday), July 18,
August 15
15, September 18,
18 October 17,
17 November 21,
21 December (closed)
(closed).
11:00 am – 3:00 pm ‐ Specialty tours at 11 am and Walk with a Guide at 1 pm.
Members’ Day Contest
Become a plant hunter and win some plants from Darts Hill Garden! On your journey I hope
you enjoy many new discoveries in this ever‐changing garden!
Public Open Houses
Saturday, April 24, May 29, 10 am – 4 pm
Saturday, September 18 and October 16, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Admission by donation. Guided tours at 11 am and 1:30 pm.
This is a great time to introduce friends and family to the beauty of Darts Hill Garden.
Special Events
Arts at Darts, June 22 – check website for more details.
September 2009
I’m a native to the woods and lowlands of Korea and the Japanese Islands of
Shikoku and Kyushu. I thrive in woodland conditions where I will reward
you with a burst of sunny
y
y color at the end of the summer. My
y specific
p
epithet palmata means shaped like a hand and refers to my foliage. Watch
for my arching graceful stems and elegant bell shaped flowers!
Kirengeshoma palmate Yellow wax bells Bed 46 A or 44
October 2009
years of hybridizing
y
g by
y the Fleming
g
I’m a result of 50 y
brothers. I like to sleep in after my winter dormancy so
don’t except to see my green leaves tinged with purple
unfurling until late in the spring. I’ve waited four years to
bloom so I hope you enjoy my fabulous display of large
red flowers. Each flower only lasts for one day but I keep
blooming for a long period of time. I’d make a great
addition to your perennial border if you want some color
late in the fall!
Hibiscus x ‘Fireball’ Bed 46

November 2009
I belong to the largest family of flowering plants in the northern
h i h
hemisphere
with
ith over 2500 species
i in
i the
th US and
d Canada.
C
d My
M claim
l i to
t
fame are my unusual royal purple tinged leaves and stems which
contrast handsomely with the clouds of long lasting composite flowers
that adorn me from summer to late fall. Who am I?
Aster lateriflorus ‘Prince’ Bed 44

Membership Page cont’d….
Looking for Gift Ideas?
Share the joys of Darts Hill Garden with your friends and family!
Memberships
Benefits include year round garden visits with guided tours and discounts at garden
centres.
Guest Passes
These make a great introduction to the garden’s amazing variety of plants. Available for
$5 on Members’ Days.
y
Personal Tours
Enjoy a 2‐hour garden exploration tailored to the interests of your group. These can be
arranged for five or more people by calling 604 501‐5050 ($5 per person).
Memberships Help Keep the Garden Growing
Memberships can be purchased and renewed by downloading a membership form from our
website www.dartshill.ca or at the garden on Members’ Days. If your contact information has
not changed you can simply mail a cheque to: The Darts Hill Society, c/o 1707 Ocean Park Road,
Surrey, B.C. V4A 1M1 with your membership number noted in the memo box.
Membership fees: Individual $20, Couple $25, Family $35

Guides Wrap Up Year
Darts Hill Guides finished the 2009 season with a wrap‐up meeting and social. Mary Dunn,
our Guide Coordinator has, for the past two years, taken on the task of matching guides for
events and ensuring that guides are available when needed. Mary also keeps meticulous
records and has provided the following stats:
Over the past year, the guides have provided information and tours at ten Members’ Days, four
Open Days, Arts at Darts, and the Partners in Parks Volunteer Appreciation Evening. In
addition, they guided 17 pre‐booked tours with a total of 216 participants. The tours, booked
by calling the City of Surrey at 604‐501‐5050, are available for groups of five or more at a cost of
$5.00 per person.
There are currently 20 active guides, and there is always room for more. Please contact Nancy
Oike at 604‐535‐6245 or e‐mail noike@shaw.ca to learn more about guiding.
Next season, please join us on Members’ Days when we feature a one‐hour “Walk With a
Guide” at 1:00. These inter‐active walks are a great opportunity to enjoy the seasonal highlights
of the garden with a group of friendly people,
people to share your own knowledge and interests,
interests and
to learn from others.

Darts Hill Sparkles in the Late November Rain – by Nancy Oike
On Saturday, November 28, a typical dark and rainy late fall day, a group of volunteers for the City of
Surrey, Parks, Recreation and Culture was led around the garden by guide, Nancy Oike. The members
of this hardy group were being rewarded for their volunteer work during Surrey’s Volunteer
R
Recognition
iti month.
th All eight
i ht members
b
off the
th group were on their
th i first
fi t trip
t i to
t Darts
D t Hill and,
d despite
d
it the
th
heavy rain, were very impressed with the garden and have vowed to return in the spring.
These visitors were surprised to see Rhododendron nobleanum ‘Venustum’ in full bloom (Bed 1). One of
the earliest blooming rhododendron hybrids, this plant typically blooms in January; but this year, due
to our warm but wet fall, it has provided an early show.

Rhododendron
Rh
d d d
nobleanum
bl
‘Venustum’
‘V
’
in Bed #1

In Bed 2b,
2b at the lower end of the Tractor Road,
Road
the group was treated to a lovely display of
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ with Mahonia x
media ‘Charity’ in the background. This large
Mahonia, with its long‐blooming racemes of
fragrant yellow flowers, dark green pinnate
leaves which look particularly glossy when wet,
and beautifully textured bark , is a standout in the
late fall garden.
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracilimus’ next to Mahonia x media ‘Charity’

Further up the Tractor Road is the rare Acanthopanax
henryi (Bed C2) At its peak in late fall,
fall with large
heads of fruit which look like giant blackberries, this
plant is often over‐looked in other seasons.
Acanthopanax henryi in Bed 2C

Throughout the garden, in the rain, the conifers come into their own with no competition from
the brilliant
b illia t leaves
lea e of autumn;
autu
the beautiful ly coloured
olou ed and
a d patterned
atte ed bark
ba k of the various
a iou
Stewartias, Acers, and Persian Ironwood take center stage; and the majestic trunk and branch
structure of mature trees such as the heritage hybrid Walnut, Fern‐Leaf Beech, and Magnolia
tripetala stand out in all their dripping glory.
Darts Hill in November is definitely worth a visit.

Garden Operations Page
Tim Neufeld,
Neufeld Manager Park Operations South and Interim Garden Director for Darts Hill has
provided the following brief update on some of the tasks being performed:
Parks horticulture staff have been busy with routine maintenance in the garden. Our seasonal
staff support, summer student David Minchella, ended at the beginning of September. So,
Parks staff compliment is down to 2 with Alan Cheung and Joanne Andrascik who split their
time between Darts Hill and The Glades. Approximately
pp
y 85% of the staff time has been
dedicated to core maintenance in the garden. Some highlights are as follows;
•

•

•

•

•
•

Regular Fall maintenance kept us busy for the month of October and into November,
including some additional prep for the final open house of the year that included some
light pruning of some shrubs and trees.
Park staff have been working
g with the Collections Committee on finalizing
gp
plans for a
renovation of Bed 1, with an intent to address declining plants in this bed and restore this
area as a small arboretum. The plans have been finalized and work will be progressing
over the next couple of months.
A particular focus for Parks staff is the issue of declining plants. When in the garden you
may notice a number of declining plants, mostly Rhodos, which have been identified and
tagged
gg with p
pink flagging
gg g tape.
p They
y are currently
y being
gp
prepped
pp for transplanting
p
g in
beds14, 15a, + 15b. You may find that we will be temp holding some of these plants in bed
16a, for monitoring. Parks staff have also identified a number of dead trees in beds 9, 18,
C1, 9b + 7a. We will monitor for new growth in the Spring.
An inventory of the relocations is being maintained and reported back to our asset
inventory technician, as we work in parallel with the Labelling Committee to update the
plant inventory.
p
y Ap
project
j that is much needed.
On another note, you will notice the installation of a new garbage can for the meet and
greet area, over the next few weeks. It will be similar to the receptacle in the parking lot.
Parks staff have greatly appreciated the revitalization of the weeding taskforce. Looking
forward to a strong partnership in the future.

We have finalized the composition of the ʺCollections
Collections Committee
Committeeʺ that will be responsible for
reviewing proposals for major renovation, development or upgrade to the garden that would
have impact on the plant collections and the garden as a whole. There are four members from
the Society, Linda Stanley Wilson, Sharon Lawson, Diane Langmead, Eileen McAlear and two
members from the City, myself and Larry Griffiths. The groupʹs role will be to interpret the
existing Darts Hill Garden Park policy, other guiding documents and historical context and
provide comment back to the p
p
proponents
p
that will ensure that significant
g
changes
g to the g
garden
ring true to the vision and purpose of the Darts. Overtime, I believe that this group will also
serve the interests of propagation, inventory and labelling activity in the garden as well.

Garden Operations Page, cont’d…
Tim has also provided the following bio’s on parks staff:
Larry Griffiths: Landscape Maintenance Coordinator
Larry has a broad spectrum of experience in the horticulture and grounds maintenance field, which
began in the mid 1970’s when he started his horticulture apprenticeship with the City of Vancouver.
Larry gained his Trades Horticulturist status in the City of Vancouver and then moved to a Gardener
position with the City of West Vancouver in the early the 1980’s. Larry gained a great depth of
knowledge and experience during his 13 year term with West Vancouver Parks. In 1993, Larry joined
the Surrey Parks team as a Trades Gardener and later a Park Technician. During his tenor as a ground
level Horticulturist, Larry was responsible for the developed the City Hall grounds into one of the most
valued showcase gardens in the City of Surrey. In the fall of 2002, Larry was appointed to the Parks
Operations Coordinator (Landscape) position for Parks Operations South, which broadened his scope of
influence to all parks south of 72nd Ave. in Surrey. Larry has held the Park Operations Coordinator since
that time and is currently responsible for leading a team of 6 Park Technicians and their compliment of
Groundskeepers and Labourers,
Labourers in all aspects of parks grounds maintenance.
maintenance
Larry was connected to Darts Hill Garden early in his career. As an apprentice, Larry worked in Darts
Hill Garden under the direction of Francisca Darts and Jim O’Friel, at which time he pruned the
Hazelnut grove. As a Trades Horticulturist in Surrey, Larry was closely involved with Darts Hill as the
City representative regarding horticultural issues. This, primarily at the time of the gifting of the
property to the City of Surrey as well as the early days of maintenance and management that followed.
Today Larry
Today,
La y provides
o ide leadership
leade hi and
a d support
u o t to Alan
Ala Cheung
Cheu and
a d Joanne
Joa e Andrascik,
A d a ik as
a Surrey
Su ey Parks
Pa k
takes a more active role in the maintenance and management of Darts Hill Garden Park

Alan Cheung: Park Technician and Lead Gardener at Darts Hill Garden:
Alan has had a life‐long
g interest and p
passion for the world of p
plants and g
gardens. In 1993, Alan left a
promising career in the courier industry to explore his passion for gardening. In 1996, Alan completed
his Diploma in Horticulture Technology (Landscape Design, Installation, and Maintenance) at Kwantlen
University College, receiving a number of scholarships and becoming a fixture on the Presidents
Honour Roll list, during the term of his studies. All the while, Alan was stretching his wings as a self
employed gardener providing landscape design and construction services. Alan began his public sector
career with the Vancouver Parks Board in 1995, supporting gardeners in Stanley Park and Q.E. Park. In
1996, Alan began his Landscape Horticulturist Apprenticeship with the Vancouver School Board and
gained his Journeyman status as a Trades Horticulturist early in 2001. In 2002, Alan joined the Surrey
Parks team for the first time. Alan quickly demonstrated his talent and passion for gardening and in
2004 was appointed as a Park Technician (Gardener) and assigned a group of park sites, which included
The Glades and Darts Hill Garden Park. Over time Alan’s role has evolved with the fast paced and high
demand work environment of Surrey Parks. Currently, Alan is responsible for all landscape
maintenance at a group of parks in the South Surrey ‐ Grandview Heights area, including Redwood
Park and Darts Hill Garden Park.
Park The majority of his time is dedicated to applying is technical skill and
knowledge as leader of the horticultural maintenance program at Darts Hill Garden Park.

Garden Operations Page, cont’d…
Joanne Andrascik: Groundskeeper 2 at Darts Hill Garden:
Joanne has had a broad spectrum of experience in the horticulture and grounds maintenance field,
field
which kicked off in the early 1980’s when she worked seasonally at the UBC Botanical Gardens. In 1986,
Joanne moved to southern Ontario to further her career in horticulture. She gained her Trades
Horticulturist certification through Sheridan College in Burlington and worked as a trades gardener for
the City of Toronto from 1987‐95. During her time at the City of Toronto, Joanne also served as the
Assistant Grower for the City; who operate greenhouses and a conservatory, becoming very familiar
with annual production, and all forms of plant propagation. In 1995, Joanne returned to the west coast,
and
d worked
k d att the
th City
Cit off Vancouver
V
f a single
for
i l season maintaining
i t i i streetscapes.
t t
I the
In
th fall
f ll 1995 Joanne
J
began her career with the Surrey Parks. During her time with Surrey Parks, Joanne has lent her skills
and experience to many parks and public building landscapes. In 2008, Joanne was appointed as a full
time Groundskeeper 2 and was assigned to the City Hall grounds. Joanne is known for her attention to
detail and fine workmanship. In late 2008, Joanne was reassigned to Darts Hill Garden and The Glades
where she works in support of the Parks Technician (Alan Cheung) and has been contributing in a very
meaningful way to the City’s success in at these sites.

Fauna corner
Saturday March 27
Saturday,
27, 2010 10:00 – noon

This photo of an eagle was taken by Parks
staff at Kwomais Point Park.

Followed by light snack and tour of the garden.
Location: TBA

Your Elected Board Members:
Chair: Linda Stanley Wilson
Treasurer: Diane Langmead:
Membership: Lorri Espeseth:
Propagation: Nancy Armstrong:
Director: Eileen McIlear:
y Pam Yokome
Secretary:

604‐542‐3003
604‐536‐7600
604‐591‐8695
604‐538‐7551
604‐542‐5691
604‐591‐2913

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization
working
ki in
i partnership
t
hi with
ith the
th City
Cit off Surrey
S
to
t ensure the
th
preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

