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The Oracle
A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C. Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

What is a Plantsman’s garden?
A true plantsman's garden in an informal style
garden – with trees, shrubs and plants from around
the world. You will discover all sorts of rarities,
most with amazing stories attached to them
So much is going on that the design is crucial, but
temptation frequently thwarts the good intentions
of the master plan. Planting anything in large drifts
is simply too extravagant for the space available, so
single specimens often dominate.
Seats and arbours are a good way of punctuating
planted areas, while a network of paths makes the
borders inviting places to meander through. The
charm is that these gardens are labours of love,
with hours spent cherishing them
Our plantsman’s garden:
The land was cleared 1944-45, and the house built
after the end of the War. Darts Hill Garden was
partially planted as an orchard, but Francisca grew
increasingly interested in gardening and planted a
variety of exotic species obtained through seed
exchanges world-wide. Now it is called a
"plantsman's garden” and is meant to be enjoyed by
those intensely interested in trees and shrubs. In
1993 the Darts resolved to give the property as a
City Park under a 999-year trust agreement leaving
Darts Hill Garden Park "for the benefit of the local
residents".

Annual General
Meeting
March 15, 2008
10:00 am – noon
Emmanuel Evangelical Church –
17029 – 16th Avenue
Please join us for a bit of business, a guest
speaker, coffee, tea, door prizes and
refreshments before our visit of the garden.
Please note our March members’ day will be
held on SATURDAY March 15 following
our Annual General Meeting

Garden Operations Page
The Fall clean up is just about done. For the most
part leaves are kept on site for compost. Clean
leaves (no weeds or perennial green waste) are
raked up and placed into wire baskets. It works
best if the leaves are damp and packed down,
providing a useful mulch in about a year.
We had some storm damage from the high winds
a few weeks ago. The top half of the Cedrus
deodara on the 16th Avenue fence line broke off,
and one trunk of the middle Calocedrus decurrens
(Incense Cedar) in the northwest corner blew
down.
All the drainage work that has been done over the
past couple of years is paying off with greatly
reduced surface runoff during heavy rains.
With the prospect of a possible hard winter fast approaching, many of the smaller shrubs from beds #46
and 50 were potted up and placed in the greenhouse. A selection of these includes plants from zones 9
and 10 many of which were in full flower just before the first hard frost. A few examples from the
photo are:
•Correa ‘Carmine (Dusky) Bells’ - middle center
•Salvia leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’ - right rear
•Hebe ‘Alicia Amherst’
- middle center
•Cuphea varia ‘Caribbean Sunset’- left rear
•Convolvulus cneorum
- rear
•Correa reflexa nummularifolia - front center
•Fuchsia ‘Gartenmeister Bonstedt’- rear center
The two plants on the right are: Echeveria
‘Chocolate Affinis’ and Coleonema polchellum
‘Sunset Gold’.

Weeding in 2008
In keeping with the true nature of Darts Hill Garden, where seeds are allowed to germinate and grow, the use of
herbicides is extremely minimal. The need for weeding and volunteer weeders helps maintain the beauty of each
unique bed. Our weeding season is:
March – June,
July (Wednesdays only) and
September – November.
The garden is open for volunteer weeders on Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 9am to 1pm. If you can
spare an hour or two within that time we would appreciate your help.

Rhododendron schlippenbachii – by Graham Laine
There are several Rhododendron schlippenbachii in the garden. Two of the best and
older ones planted in the late sixties – early seventies are in bed #14 and midway bed
#25 below the drive. This beautiful deciduous Rhododendron (Royal Azalea) species is
fully hardy zone 5-8, and provided it likes the site its in, is trouble free.

Photo #1

Unlike most Rhododendrons, this
shrub prefers a more neutral moist
soil and clean leaf compost would be
a better choice to add to the planting
and top mulch. The plant in bed
#14 is growing in semi shade and its
pale pink flowers in the Spring
(April) [Photo #1] on tall more erect
branches are followed by a golden
yellow Fall foliage [Photo #2].
By contrast, the plant in bed #25 is
growing in a drier site in full sun
open to the south. Its growth habit is
much more compact. It also flowers
well but is much more colourful
with red foliage in the Fall [Photo
#3].

Photo #2

Photo #3

This Rhododendron is a native of
Korea and Manchuria and was
‘discovered’ on the east coast of
Korea by Baron Schlippenbach in
1854. It has long been cultivated in
Japan and was introduced from there
in 1893 by J.G. Veitch. Many
cultivated plants in the west are
derived from seed collected in Korea
in 1917 – 1918.

Plants of Darts Hill – Conifers
Douglas Justice - Associate Director and Curator of Collections -UBC Botanical Garden & Centre for Plant Research

A student of mine remarked the other day how amazingly good Vancouver’s climate is for growing
a huge range of conifers. That’s certainly true, but I countered that not all of them were particularly
happy here, what with our often droughty summers and miserable, dripping winters. Many conifers
hail from hotter, sunnier, drier regions and those are often specifically adaptated to such conditions.
Most junipers, for example, are notoriously poor performers locally, struggling with our lack of heat
and paucity of strong sunshine. Both heat and sun promote the maturation of tissues (including
cone formation) and the development of colourful waxes, but here, winter moisture encourages soft
growth, root dieback and a number of fungus diseases. With that in mind, a number of factors have
to be considered when siting plants, such as junipers, that require conditions that we don’t have in
abundance.
The conifer collection at Darts Hill is fascinatingly diverse, and almost all of the plants seem to be
either exceptionally good choices for this area or superbly well-sited. Of course, this could be the
result of years of natural “editing” in the garden—only the survivors having been planted in the
“right” places—but I think it more likely due to Francisca’s good eye and intuition. One of my
favourites is the dwarf form of the Hiba arborvitae, Thujopsis dolobrata ‘Nana’, which is allowed to
romp at the edge of the Bed 2.
Growing to about 75 cm tall with vertically
oriented, flattened fans—they look like
extra-thick western red cedar (Thuja plicata)
shoots, with white-marbled backs—this
ground covering cultivar is happiest in moist
soil and a little shade. At Darts Hill, it’s very
well behaved, but I’ve seen older plantings
where occasional shoots revert to the typical
tree form.
Darts Hill has one of the largest and
healthiest Swedish junipers (Juniperus
communis ‘Suecica’) I’ve ever seen.
Thujopsis dolobrata ‘Nana’,
It’s on the north side of Bed 21, in an area that was only recently drained (i.e., new drain tile was
installed—thank you, Graham). I guess if this cultivar was originally found growing in Sweden, it
would have to be tolerant of conditions worse than anything we can throw at it. ‘Suecica’ is
noteworthy for its sharp, blue-grey needles and dense form, and especially for its slim lines. This
specimen must be close to 5m tall, but no more than about 1m at its widest point. In other words, a
real pencil. Dramatic vertical accents generally don’t last in a rainy climate; most upright plants
eventually loosen up and have to be bound with heavy twine or wire to keep from sticking out all
over. Not this one.

Conifers

- continued

Nearby in Bed 30 is a fine example of a Caucasian fir (Abies nordmanniana), which continues to be the
picture of health, despite an infestation a few years ago of what I think was balsam wooly adelgid (a
sap-feeding aphid relative). I love this conifer for its lustrous, dark green needles and wonderful aroma.
You can’t beat its perfect “Christmas tree” shape, either. Cones of firs are barrel-shaped and
attractively held upright on the uppermost branches. Squirrels and birds pick away to reach the seeds,
causing the cones to disintegrate (they don’t fall whole as they do on most other common conifers)
and the cone scales to flutter down and litter the ground beneath the tree. This tree has been growing
here for about 35 years. Most Abies species are adapted to mountain conditions and tend to be shortlived when cultivated in gardens because of insufficient moisture and shallow soils. The soil at Darts
Hill is famously deep and moist, however, and this undoubtedly has a positive effect on many plants,
including the firs.
Another group of conifers that does well at Darts
Hill is Cryptomeria japonica (sugi or Japanese
cedar). By my count there are about a dozen
different cultivars of sugi in the garden, most are
slow-growing forms that are often listed as
“dwarf” in nursery catalogues. Some are wildly
unusual: the cultivars ‘Spiralis’ and ‘Cristata’ have
cockscomb type branch tips and distorted growth
patterns, ‘Araucarioides’ displays ungainly spokelike branching and ‘Tansu’ is bun-shaped mound
with stiff, miniaturized foliage. Others display
only soft juvenile foliage, such as C. japonica
‘Elegans’, which turns a characteristic plum
colour at the onset of cold weather, and ‘Elegans
Aurea’, which is bright green in winter, but a
wild chartreuse in the spring and summer. Partly
because they’ve been shaded by trees near the
Cryptomeria japonica ‘Elegans’
bottom of the tractor road, a number of the
smaller cultivars have grown out of the dwarf
stage and into the “large shrub” category.
‘Bandai-sugi’ is one of these. It is an interestingly
irregular shrub with sculpted, foliage-covered
branches. It looks unexpectedly good in what I
would consider heavy shade. My favourite in this
area (it might be ‘Kukumiya-Sugi’) has long
green, semi-rigid needles and a billowy habit that
looks a bit like a VW beetle. I can’t seem to find
a name (or remember it if I have seen a label),
but that’s part of Darts Hill’s appeal for me. Every
time I think I have the garden pegged, I’m jolted
by another beautiful scene or unfamiliar plant.
What a place to look at plants.

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Kukumiya-Sugi’

Membership Page
Looking for Gift Ideas?
Share the joys of Darts Hill Garden with a friend or family member by giving them a gift
membership they can enjoy all year round.
Memberships Help Keep the Garden Growing
Memberships can be purchased and renewed by downloading a membership form from our website
www.dartshill.ca or at the garden on Members days. If your contact information has not changed
you can simply mail a cheque to: The Darts Hill Society, c/o 909 – 164 A Street, Surrey, B.C.
V4A 8N1
Membership fees: Individual $20, Couple $25, Family $35
Garden Tours
Starting in the New Year the guides will be offering seasonal garden tours on members’ days at 1
pm. This is a great opportunity to discover some of the gardens treasures and learn more about the
amazing variety of plants.
Personal Tours
Invite your friends to enjoy a 2 hour exploration in the garden for $5 per person. Your tour will be
tailored to the interests of your group and can be arranged for five or more people. Call 604 501-5050 to
book a tour on Wednesday, Thursday or Saturday (morning or afternoon).
Members’ Days
The garden is open to members and their guests from 11 am to 3 pm on the third Sunday of each month
(except August and December). Additional guest passes can be purchased at the garden.

2008 Calendar
Please note our March members’ day will be held on SATURDAY March 15 following
our Annual General Meeting and Social which begins at 10 am in the Church Hall (next
to Darts Hill Garden).
Members’ days are from 11 am to 3 pm with guided tours at 1 pm. Explore the garden to
find our mystery plant for a chance to win a plant from Darts Hill Garden Park
January 20,

July 20,

February 17,

September 21 (plant sale),

April 20 (plant sale),

October 19

May 18,

and November 16

June 15,

Membership Page - continued
Public open houses: Saturday, April 26 (plant sale), May 3, September 27 (plant sale) and October 11
from 10 am to 4 pm. Admission by donation.
We have exciting new plans to enhance the membership benefits in the coming year. I would be
pleased to hear from you if there are any ways we could serve our members better. You can contact me
at 604-59l-8695 or by email www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp.
Your membership helps to ensure the continued preservation of this wonderful garden by contributing
to its ongoing upkeep and enhancement.
We greatly appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you at the garden!
Lorri Espeseth
Membership Coordinator
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society

Fauna corner – photos taken by Ann Nelson
This little bird has been identified as an American Robin (turdus migratorius) particularly because of the
white areas around its eyes. The spherical white berries, that are slightly flushed pink are from the
Sorbus hupehensis just north of the Meet & Greet area.

An organization working in partnership with the
City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

