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The Oracle
A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C. Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

Bed #50 - Members input
We would like to hear from you –
In our Autumn newsletter we advised that we
are planting, in Bed #50 the Prunus ‘Tai Haku’;
Prunus ‘Shiro Fugen’ ; along with the two
Rhododendrons named RH.’Francisca’ and
RH. ’Edwin’ and a Malus ’Sargentii’.
We would like to know if you have any further
ideas to compliment this bed.
Please see the final two pages of this newsletter
for information on how you can help.

Parks staff Kevin & Jim transplanting Rhododendron
‘Francisca’ from Bed 35 East to the new Bed #50

Gus, Francisca Darts and Graham Laine, moving
Malus sargentii to it’s new bed #50

The newly created Bed #50 with the surrounding grass
areas re-graded and re-seeded.

Comments from the Chair, Susan M. Murray
It is the day after 45 cm of snow has fallen and flattened my garden. A young Hamamelis or witch hazel,
lies prostrate on the ground. Several other more mature witch hazels, with their structured vase shape,
continually shed the snow as it fell and appear undamaged. The cedar hedge has split and the leaders,
heavily laden with snow, look more like a waterfall than a hedge The roads are a mess and my workplace,
Kwantlen University College is closed for the day. My mind travels to Darts Hill and I hope that the
damage to the plants there is minimal, but time will tell.
My term as Chair of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is drawing to a close. I have
enjoyed working on the Board of Directors, helping this young organization in its role of garden
stewardship. Christine Deagle, our excellent membership coordinator is completing her term in the New
Year as well. Many thanks to Christine for managing the membership directory and successfully changing
the membership system into an evergreen one (this means that your membership, when paid, is
renewable one year from the date of payment, rather than on a calendar basis).
This column is a call for nominations to the Board of Directors, for election at the Annual
General Meeting of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society on Saturday March 17,
2007 from 10:00 to 11:00 am. This meeting will be held in the Church hall immediately to
the east of the garden, with a Member’s Day Garden Opening from 11:00am to 3:00 pm to
follow the meeting.
The duties and responsibilities of a Board member are as follows:
- Attend Board meetings held at the Surrey City Hall; in 2007 these will be January 9,
April 10, June 12, September 11 and November 13. Meetings are from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
- In addition to board meetings, each member may contribute by writing for/ editing the Oracle,
attending/or chairing subcommittees/other meetings on behalf of the board, supporting member’s days
and Open house events, speaking at clubs, staffing display booths, researching items for purchase,
maintaining membership lists, preparing budgets, taking minutes and so on.
It really is a “working board”, where
everyone helps out to the best of their
abilities. If you are interested in a
nomination please give me a call 604 (5309679) or email me susan.murray@telus.net.
and we can discuss this further.
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust
Society have a great Christmas and
wonderful New Year!
To print a coloured copy of this
newsletter, please see www.dartshill.ca.
Winter Ice, photo taken by Graham Laine

The Water-Meter, by John Smith
In the summer of 2003 I was persuaded by the City of Surrey to install a water-meter at no cost to
myself, I was informed that if I did so I would have to pay for the amount of water I used only up to
the average household consumption of the residents of Surrey. If I used more I would not be charged
for it but if I used less my cost would be less than average. I thought this could be a very advantageous
deal as metering is probably going to be necessary across the G.V.R.D.
There are only two of us at home, both retired, but I do irrigate through the summer on the occasions
when this is legal, the flower-beds, newly planted shrubs, the orchard and the greenhouse, but not the
lawn. I have an acre of garden. I was concerned that all this activity would result in horrendous water
consumption and that in the future the cost would also escalate
It has been difficult to separate my home consumption from the additional consumption due to
irrigation but at last in 2006 the results are available.
Water is charged both coming and going, for a total of 1.023 cents per cubic meter. There is an
additional charge of 20 dollars per quarter, which is independent of consumption; it is called the
residential base. The average water utility bill in Surrey is $580 per year or $500 for water
consumption, of which $224 is for drinking water and $276 is for sewage.
My home water consumption, worked out over the months when irrigation was not necessary was 135
cubic meters per year, or $62. During the 120 days prior to August 10 2006, when irrigation was
necessary the additional consumption by irrigation was 2.76 cubic meters per day and cost 1.27 cents
per day or 152 cents for the 3 month period. Was it worth it – you bet it was!
Of course we are on septic tank so we have no sewage charge, however if we were the cost would
have been 339 cents, still a bargain!
I would not have appreciated the results above if I had not installed a meter and the financial saving has
been considerable.

Autumn Open House
Historically the success of the open day in the Fall has been weather dependent. This year was a
wonderful day – bright, sunny, and we saw over 350 guests visit. Here are a few photos of our day.
This is a great day for members to bring neighbours, family, or your social groups to be awed by the
beauty nature offers in the incredible garden.

PROPAGATION COMMITTEE – UPDATE
Sanne Dryborough, Chair of the Propagation Committee
On October 16, 2006 eight members of the Darts Hill Garden Propagation Committee were able to
attend a tour of the UBC Propagation facilities. Ron Rollo, the Botanical Garden’s nursery supervisor,
gave us a very interesting presentation on the methods of propagation used at the nursery. He covered
propagating from seeds and cuttings, the growing medias used, recommended utensils, and reference
materials available. Afterwards, we toured some of the greenhouses and outside growing areas. He also
made available a month-by-month calendar that lists the recommended time for propagating plants. It
was a very informative field trip for our members, and we would like to thank Ron Rollo for his time
and expertise.

Member’s tour, with Douglas Justice
Here are a few photos of the great tour provided by Douglas during our September’s member days.
We were provided with so much great information on the plant life and on the history of the
development of this garden. And Francisca joined the members for part of our circuit around the
garden. Thank you Douglas for a great tour. Thanks also to our volunteer who carried around a
rather heavy microphone system.

Next time you visit
the garden, don’t
forget to look up!

Saxifraga fortunei
Rockfoil).

(Japanese

This native of Japan bears red-stemmed panicles of
five-petaled white flowers with one or two of the
lower petals being remarkably longer than the
others. Standing out against a background of dark
green rhododendrons at the northern end of Bed
14, the bright green scalloped foliage and frothy
white flowers of this late-blooming perennial easily
caught the attention of visitors to the October
Open House.

Fauna Corner!
We hope to be able to include this
new column, as more photos of
Fauna are taken at Darts Hill garden
park.
This little Hummingbird was caught
in early November finding late
season sustenance on the longblooming Grevillea victoriae.

Upcoming Members Days – 2007 – the garden is open to members from 11:00 – 3:00 on the 3rd
Sundays of each month, with a few exceptions. The garden is closed in August and December.
This year, our March member’s day will be held on SATURDAY, March 17, following our
Annual General Meeting and Social, which begins at 10:00 am in the Church Hall (next to Darts
Hill).
Mark these dates on your 2007 calendars: Members days: January 21st, February 18, March 17,
April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, September 16, October 21, November 18.
One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin. Shakespeare

An organization working in partnership with the
City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Here is a rough drawing of Bed #50.
See the reverse side of this page for submission guidelines

Planting Plan for Bed #50
MEMBERSHIP INPUT IS REQUESTED
We are asking our members to help decide which plant material should
be included in Bed #50. There are 5 areas of the bed: A, B, C, D, E.
One or more, or parts of, may be selected to complete the plan.
Guidelines:
•No annuals
•No perennials
•Low maintenance
•Maximum mature height – 24” to 32”
•Maximum seasonal interest
Submit suggestions to: kmpiccott@surrey.ca or mail to Darts Hill Society,
Bed 50 Submission, c/o 909 – 164A Street, Surrey, B.C. V4A 8N1
DEADLINE: December 31, 2006
Selection will be made at the January Board meeting with final approval by
Francisca Darts. Results will be announced at the Annual General Meeting –
March 17, 2007. A tour of Darts Hill will follow the AGM and, weather
permitting, we will see the final results.
Submission:
Area A ________________________________________
Area B ________________________________________
Area C ________________________________________
Area D ________________________________________
Area E ________________________________________
Submitted by: __________________________________________

