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A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.  Accessible by pre-booked tours only.  Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

A Special Evening!
Linda Stanley Wilson, Ph.D.

As a member, you no doubt have taken pleasure in 
visiting the Garden on many occasions, enjoying 
the changing seasons and discovering new flora 
amongst old friends, perhaps even catching a 
glimpse of wildlife scrambling for cover or an owl 
staring down at you from above. Now we invite 
you to enjoy something a little different, An 
Evening of Arts at Darts.

On June 24th from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., the 
Garden will be open to members, as well as the 
general public, for a festive evening that will 
celebrate local artists whose work reflects nature in 
special and unique ways. Six artists will exhibit 
their work and be available to talk to you about the 
artistic techniques they use to interpret what they 
see and how they transform their surroundings into 
art. Accompanying the artists, will be musicians 
who will help contribute to the ambiance as you 
stroll through the Garden. Perhaps you will even  
find a quiet spot to watch the sun as it begins its 
descent in the sky. I do hope that you will join us.

Please be sure to invite your friends to come along 
as well—particularly those who may be unfamiliar 
with Darts Hill Garden. The goal of An Evening of 
Arts at Darts is to provide returning visitors with an 
opportunity to see the Garden in a new light, and 
to bring members of the public to the Garden who 
may not have had an opportunity to visit us before. 
We hope to build on this event and offer a variety 
of new opportunities to you in the future.

As always, if you have comments or suggestions 
regarding the Garden, please feel free to contact 
me via e-mail at lindasw@shaw.ca or give me a 
ring at home at 604.542.3003. We are always 
looking for volunteers—from greeters to 
weeders to propagators, so please let me know if 
you have any interest in this or special talents 
that you would like to share with us.

Cheers, 

During the A.G.M. garden walk on March 15th, society 
chairperson Linda Stanley Wilson presenting Francisca with 
a Wollemi nobilis (Wollemi Pine) on the occasion of her 
92nd birthday. Photo by Lois Williams 



Editor:  Thanks to Peter Thompson and John Smith for their extra articles included in this newsletter.  
If any member has information that you think would be of interest to the Society, please contact me.  I 
can be reached at kmpiccott@surrey.ca or at 604-594-8507 in the evenings.  Kathy

Thanks
On March 15, we held our 7th Annual General meeting.  The event was well attended with 50 
members and guests in attendance.  10 year service awards were presented to many of our volunteers.  
As well, departing plaques were presented to James Good and Kathy Piccott who have both sat on 
the Board for 6 years.  We had a very enjoyable and informative presentation by Don Martyn on 
Magnolias and, as is now tradition,, Douglas Justice very graciously provided a ‘show and tell’ 
segment on plant material from within the garden.  

We would like to sincerely thank the Church directors for providing us the perfect forum for our 
meeting.  We would also like to thank the women’s auxiliary for providing us with a wonderful 
lunch. 

Thanks also to the following organizations for the donations of so many door prizes 

Plantmarket in Ocean Park
Free Spirit Nursery
Phoenix Perennials
Heritage Perennials
City of Surrey
UBC Botanical Garden
Darts Hill Garden Society

City section: Parks, Recreation & Culture 10-year Strategic 

This report has been developed by the City and its consultants over the past year and has included 
input from the public, stakeholder groups, various committees and Council.  Please visit Surrey’s 
website at www.surrey.ca/prcstrategicplan to view the plan or the executive summary.  If you have 
any comments about the plan, please feel free to send them directly to parksrecculture@surrey.ca or 
fill out the comment form on line, at the website noted above. 

Feedback on the plan will be accepted until June 13, after which the consultants will analyze and 
revise the plan as required.  Thank you for taking the time to participate in the development of the 
Parks, Recreation & Culture 10-year Strategic Plan 



Fauna corner –
as provided by Graham Laine

Our visiting black chicken 
had an encounter with a 
hungry hawk and was being 
plucked for an early lunch 
when I intervened with my 
camera and at about 12 ft 
distance the hawk backed off 
and allowed the chicken to 
recover and run toward me 
at which point a thoroughly 
disgusted hawk flew up to 
perch on the fence.

.



Sustainability
by Peter Thompson (volunteer and guide at Darts Hill Garden Park)

As coastal garden lovers, we’re concerned about the sustainability of land and sea, soil and water.  Bare earth should be 
anathema to us.  In spring many market gardens are covered with yellow, dead foliage.  This is because 15 years ago, the 
provincial and federal governments were alarmed about the annual loss through erosion of thousands of tonnes of B.C. 
topsoil.  Only two percent of B.C. is farmland and some of the best soils are in Surrey.  Farmers are encouraged to plant 
cover crops in the fall before winter rains.  The crops are sprayed in the spring with Round-up and worked into the soil as an 
amendment.  Lower Mainland mayors and councillors voted for provincial authority to ban Round-up on all properties, 
including Darts Hill and farms.  How can soil be sustained?  Would food costs increase because of the need to control weeds 
mechanically?

Pesticide use is much more sustainable now.  Routine, scheduled, blanket pesticide spraying has long been abandoned.  Pest 
levels are carefully monitored and controlled only when the damage level is unacceptable.  Treatment may not involve 
pesticides.  This is particularly true of greenhouses.  In an enclosed environment treatment may simply be introducing the 
right predator parasitic insect.  This is why B.C. greenhouse produce is much superior to that of California where the insect 
season is year round.  Their industry goes back to times when insecticides were used with abandon.  The result is insect 
populations resistant or immune.

Farmland prices have tripled in the last four to five years.  When I moved to a small farm in the dale, on the flats, 40 years ago 
most of the land was dedicated to small scale dairies.  There were some market farms and a minority of farms were planted to 
blueberries.  A handful of farmers kept bees as a hobby.  Today blueberries predominate but local bee colonies are in distress. 
Farmers hire beekeepers to pollinate their crops.  I overwinter 52 hives of bees imported from New Zealand each year.  They 
are distributed all over B.C. and into Alberta.  Such is the tenuous state of pollination on which we all depend.

We are keenly aware of water conservation in our gardens.  It’s important to choose plants that suit local and changing needs.
Native plants aren’t necessarily drought tolerant.  Doug firs like dryer conditions than red cedar so a walk through Sunnyside 
Park will demonstrate.  Cedars grow in lower, wetter areas and firs on higher ground.  Incidentally, red cedar isn’t a true 
cedar or Doug firs aren’t true firs.  Native mimulus need more water than sedum-like stone crop

We can preserve soil moisture by using mulches, which also reduce erosion and weeds.  At Darts Hill, layers of newspaper are 
placed under mulch for greater water retention and weed control. Our blueberry growers now use sawdust for the same 
reasons.  Years ago sawdust was plentiful and could be had for nothing.  Today, it’s scarce and expensive.

We may once again be able to eat oysters grown in Mud Bay.  Until pollution stopped production about 50 years ago, Mud 
Bay accounted for half of B.C.’s oyster yield.  Surrey’s Mayor Dianne Watts has passed to her environmental advisory 
committee my suggestion that oyster farming might be re-created.  An announcement, possibly including White Rock 
Mayor Judy Forster, could be timed for World Ocean Day –Sunday June 8th.  It would compliment Surrey’s impending 
manifests on sustainability.

The project would follow the lead of our sister community of Blaine.  Drayton Harbor used to be terribly polluted.  But 
clean-up efforts have successfully re-established healthy oyster production for the past few years.  Blaine now has weekly 
dockside sales and oysters are served in upscale restaurants in Bellingham.  The recovery has won the Washington State 
Governor and Environmental Council awards.

A key concept in sustainability planning is the ecological foot print.  It’s used around the world to measure what equivalent 
area of the earth’s resources a person or community uses.  The idea originated locally from the brain of William Rees of 
UBC’s School of Community and Regional Planning.  The Lower Mainland’s footprint is 20 times its actual size.  

So think, grow and eat local - and hopefully that will include oysters.



Garden Operations – by G. Laine

The tractor road has been capped with crusher gravel to provide a much improved surface for 
access to maintenance work and pedestrian use.

Renovations of bed#38: All the Rhododendron Kaempferi
that were growing in this bed were transplanted in a mass at 
the south end of bed #33. This freed up suitable valuable 
planting space for a collection of Agapanthus and grasses, 
giving much more interest and variety throughout the 
summer months.

The new bed extension to the east of bed #23 
including parts of bed #21 now holds a collection of 
Phormiums and other marginally hardy plants. It is 
well suited for this use since the site is well protected 
on all sides and receives plenty of sunlight. The 
driving force in developing this bed was the need to 
create an ideal spot for the mature Rosa omeiensis f. 
Pteracantha. Fortunately we did not have far to move 
it and in the eighteen months since the transplanting, 
the Rose has settled in well and is now covered in 
white flowers. It’s main ’claim to fame’ is yet to 
come though; when the new shoots (just starting 
now) are a bright translucent red, giving the shrub a 
brilliant look when the sunlight (usually at a later 
lower angle) passes through the foliage.

Renovation of Magnolia walk: For years now we knew the 
day would come when every second tree would have to be 
moved. The plan is to create a second row of trees on the 
opposite side of the path at intermediate spacings. This work 
has already started with two Magnolias moved over at the 
north end of the west walk. The work will continue late next 
Fall when one of the next trees to be moved is an Ostrya
virginiana (American Hop Hornbean). This is already a sizable 
tree, at least 20 ft high, and will need to be root pruned this 
summer and moved by machine in the winter. We need to 
locate an open, well-drained site in the garden for this tree.



Garden Operations – cont’d

Francisca cutting the tape to officially open the orchard path. 
Francisca with the Great White Cherry (Prunes ‘Tai-
Haku’) planted in bed#50 for her 90th birthday.

A continuation of the orchard path project 
involved a new level grass walk to the bench 
which Francisca enjoys sitting on and looking out 
on so much of the garden. The grass area behind 
the bench in the shade of the nut trees will 
hopefully be converted to an area for planting 
special Rhododendrons that will be transplanted 
from other parts of the garden or brought in as 
replacements for Rhododendrons that have been 
lost.

Correction from the Spring Issue “Plants in 
Bloom” page: Cyclamen pseudibericum should 
read C. coum

My son Chris helping me with the heavy work. I 
am greatly indebted to Chris for helping me with 
so many landscape projects at ‘Darts Hill’ over the 
past six years or so.



PROPAGATION COMMITTEE

Following on our gratifying results in 2007, the first year for propagating and selling plants from the 
garden, we have had an excellent response for volunteers. We already have several new and keen 
members on the committee and have started out strongly in 2008. Graham Laine has provided an 
excellent work yard for us. We have a good soil mixture for potting, work tables, pots of all sizes, easy 
access to water, and a large plunge bed where planted pots are buried up to their rims in mulch which 
conserves moisture at their roots.

Even though the Long Weekend resulted in many Darts Hill members clearly having so many choices of 
what to do with the wonderful long-awaited fine weather, there were a good number of them and quite
a few guests who chose a visit to the glorious in full bloom garden. The result for the Propagation 
Committee and the Society was another successful Plant Sale. The $122.00 added to our previous three 
sale days in April gives us a total for this year of $541.50. We are going to have yet another sale at the 
June 15 Members Day.

We had a crew of five for the after closing "work bee" and so much was accomplished working for only 
about 1 1/2 hours. Several hundred previously planted pots were situated in the plunge beds by part of 
the crew. Division digging of plants from Bed 33 was carried out by the rest of us. These plants were 
further divided, potted up, labeled and added to the plunge bed.

The group decided waiting until 15 June, next Members Day would not take advantage of the cooler 
weather we are having and also that working in the morning would be easier than in the heat of the 
afternoon. We are having another work session the morning of May 25. There may be another work 
session set at that time, but we will definitely be working again after closing 15 June and any others of 
you who would like to join the group already committed would be most welcome.

Although propagating from cuttings and growing plants from seeds collected in the garden are important 
aspects of the committee's work they require special skills. There are, however, such a variety of jobs to 
make this work a success that all members could find a place where their skills could be used. Some tasks 
are as simple as watering the plunge bed and helping out at Plant Sales. Please phone or email me if you 
would like to discuss how you could participate effectively volunteering for a couple of hours from time 
to time.

Nancy Armstrong, 604-538-7551 or nca-1@telus.net.

Financial News – as reported by Diane Langmead:

CONGRATULATIONS and thank you to the volunteers who helped at the Spring Open Houses.  We 
were able to deposit $1495.83, with $350 received from new memberships, $419.50 from the Plant Sale 
and $726.33 in donations.  



Membership Page

Memberships Help Keep Our Garden Growing

Your membership can be renewed by downloading a membership form from our website 
at www.dartshill.ca or it can be renewed at the garden on Members days – the 3rd Sunday of each 
Month (except August and December).  If your contact information has not changed you can simply 
mail a cheque to: The Darts Hill Society, c/o 1707 Ocean Park Road, Surrey, BC V4A 
1M1Membership fees: Individual $20, Couple $25, Family $35

Summer at Darts Hill Garden

Drop by the garden for a visit and enjoy the dazzling array of colors in the perennial borders.  You’re 
always welcome to invite guests to join you for a stroll in the garden.  If you need additional guest 
passes they can be purchased at the garden for $5. 

June

Members Day: Sunday, June 15, 11 am to 3 pm

Bird walk with Lynn Pollard at 11 am. Bring your binoculars and check out the birds that call the 
garden home.

Seasonal guided tour at 1 pm: Peonies

July

Members Day: Sunday, July 20, 11 am to 3 pm

Seasonal guided tour 1 pm: Perennials

August

Garden closed.

Greeters Needed

One of the most pleasant jobs in the garden is a simple but essential one. Whenever the garden is 
open just to members and guests, 10 days a year, or to the public at Open Houses, 4 days in both 
2007 and 2008, there needs to be a smiling face or two in the Meet and Greet area. There are tables 
set up that hold Membership information, maps of the garden, reference books and other materials. 
We need this area to be staffed in 2 hour shifts 11-1 and 1-3 on Members Days; 10-12, 12-2, and 2-4 
for Open Houses. We would like to develop a list of members who would be willing to have their 
name added to a list of those who would be willing to help out greeting visitors, handing out maps, 
answering questions, and encouraging people to join the Darts Hill Society.  Please phone or email 
Nancy Armstrong, 604-538-7551 or nca-1@telus.net.



Members Day Contest

Solve the clue to find our featured plant for your chance to win a plant from Darts Hill Garden.  I hope 
you’ve enjoyed exploring the garden to find our “mystery plant” and have discovered many other 
interesting plants during your search. To satisfy your curiosity here are the answers to our contest. 

January
In 1860, I was “born” spontaneously in a Glouchestershire hedgerow. As the first of my kind, I was 
considered an oddity but many people today love my twisted personality. This time of year my 
contorted branches are decorated with lovely hanging “ornaments”. If you follow the sweet scent of my 
neighbor you will discover the bed I live in.
Corylus avellina ‘Contorta’

February 
I have the title of King but Queen would be more appropriate as only the girls in my family produce 
heirs. You may see some of the gardens’ subjects feasting on my bright red berries. I’m adorned with 
shiny evergreen leaves edged in gold and I make a majestic statement in the garden. 
Ilex x altaclerensis ‘Golden King’

March 
I am close to extinction in my native home of Korea. Luckily some of my seeds were collected in 1924 
and sent to the United States. Since I am easy to cultivate my sweetly scented flowers soon graced 
gardens all over the world. I am very proud of the Award of Merit I received from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. My common name is white Forsythia. 
Abeliophyllum distichum

April 
I am a Western North American native perennial that 
graces woodlands in the spring with lovely nodding 
pink flowers and mottled leaves. If you plant me in 
good fertile soil in a shady location I will reward you by 
naturalizing into a larger drift. One of my common 
names comes from the shape of my bulb, which is 
reminiscent of a canine fang. 
Erythronium revolutum

May
My ancestors were discovered in a marsh near Salzburg, Vienna in the late sixteenth century. Further 
development of cultivated forms occurred around 1900 and more recently in England from 1985 
onwards. I received the RHS’s Award of Garden Merit and truly deserve my title of Double King Cup. 
I belong to the Ranunculaceae (buttercup) family as you can see from my golden flowers.
Caltha palustris ‘Flore Pleno’

Membership Page – cont’d…



An organization working in partnership with the
City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:  http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

This plant was bought from Elk Lake Nursery in 1975 and 
has proved to be the most satisfactory  japonica quince I 
have ever grown. Hillier’s describes it as scarlet red with a 
spreading habit and it behaves in just this pattern. After 30 
years the plant is only one metre across and 75 cms high and 
it blooms profusely every spring, it is an ideal shrub for a 
small garden.

All Chaenomeles need hard pruning in the late summer to 
keep them in check, and I cut every new shoot of an 
established shrub to the basal leaf in October to stimulate 
blossom formation and to help to keep the bush small, 
however in a younger shrub the pruning would not be  as 
severe.

Chaenomeles (cydonia) x superba  “Nicoline”
By Dr. John Smith

Basal shoots root satisfactorily, but slowly, and plants should be available for purchase at Dart’s Hill later 
in the year.   Now all we need is a white japonica with the same growth pattern

The Prunus Royal Burgundy recently planted in the upper 
orchard viewed through the Larch.

Schisandra Rubriflora vine growing in large Rhododendron at 
east end of bed #5 


