2010 Spring

The Oracle

A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C. Accessible by pre-booked tours only.
Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

The Future of Darts Hill Garden – Chair: Linda Stanley Wilson
Did you know that plans are underway to develop a School of Horticulture within the 22 acres of the
Darts Hill Garden? Have you seen the drawings and list of plants for our ‘Darts Hill’ bed in Heron
Park? Have you been to our garden lately and wondered about the colorful tags and markings near Bed
1 or the new informational tags that have started to appear on trees and shrubs? Perhaps you have been
to our Arts at Darts events—did you know that the artist interest and community reception has been so
overwhelming that we are now instituting a juried process for accepting participating artists?
Each year, at our Annual General Meeting, we provide the membership with an opportunity to hear
more about our exciting current projects and news about future plans. This year, the presentations will
focus on the future expansion at Darts Hill and our outreach into the community. Our meeting is
scheduled for March 27th from 10:00 until noonish at the Emmanual Evangelical Church next door to
Darts Hill. Bring a friend or two with you. Each new member (and you) receive a free perennial from
Heritage Perennials.
Just to provide a bit more incentive, we have a generous
number of door prizes provided by supporting local garden
centres, followed by delicious snacks and a chance to mingle
with friends. Board members and speakers will be available to
answer any questions that you may have and we will have a
table set up to tell you more about volunteer opportunities at
the garden such as propagation, guiding and Arts at Darts.
We end the afternoon with our annual tour through the garden with
Douglas Justice. I have been on about a dozen walks through the
garden with Douglas and always enjoy his insight, sense of humour,
and reminiscences about Francisca and the garden. I hope that you’ll
join us this year. Mark your calendar!

Photo of Francisca Darts
by Alex Waterhouse-Hayward

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society

Annual General Meeting
March 27th, 2010
10:00 a.m. to noon
Emmanual Evangelical Church
17029 - 16th Avenue
(Next To Darts Hill Garden Park)

Door Prizes
The meeting will be followed by light snacks followed by a walk through the garden with
Douglas Justice, the Associate Director and Curator of Collections at UBC Botanical Garden.
Guest Speaker
Darts Hill School of Horticulture Planning for the Future of Darts Hill
Garden
Tiina Mack, MBCLA (see bio on back page)
Parks Planning, Research and Design
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Manager - City of Surrey
Also Of Interest
A Little Taste of Darts Hill in Heron Park at Crescent Beach
An update on the planning and planting process by the Heron Park Bed Team
(Sharon Lawson, Nancy Armstrong, Ross Williams, Pam Yokome, Graham Laine, Linda
Stanley Wilson)
The Life Estate Plants: Some of Francisca' Favourites
Graham Laine, Life Estate Gardener

Thank you to Heritage Perennials for their generous donation of plants to support Darts Hill
Garden.

Please note: this AGM is replacing March’s member day, - the garden will not be open for
members on March 21st..
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Garden Operations
Bed #1
Should anyone be wondering what is happening just
east of Bed 1, the down trees are part of the renovation
project which includes removal of a number of trees
from the natural area to increase light levels in Bed #1.
It was understood that Bed #1 was originally intended
to be a small arboretum.
The general theme of the Bed #1 renovation is to
restore the health of this arboretum, by reducing
crowding of trees in the bed (through selective
removal or pruning) and improve light penetration.
Many of the under story plants that are struggling will
or have been removed or relocated, and will be
replanted

with

low growing

more appropriate

varieties for under story. The project also includes the
development of a small trail through the bed, to allow
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people to get closer to the special trees in this bed.
- Tim Neufeld, Manager, Park Operations South

Parks gardener Joanne pruning the top orchard,
February 2010

Historical
photo:
Francisca working on
the newly cleared east
acre in the summer of
1978.
Provided by G. Laine

Membership

Memberships Help Keep Our Garden Growing

Gift Membership Bonus
We have a special gift for you! Purchase a gift membership and we will give you two free perennials to enjoy
in your garden as a thank you for introducing someone to the beauty of Darts Hill Garden.
Membership Benefits
Monthly visits to the garden third Sunday of the month (except March AGM, June second Sunday and
December garden closed)
Two guest passes (additional passes can be purchased for $5)
Quarterly newsletter outlining seasonal interest and garden activities
Discounts at participating garden centres (include list)
Volunteer opportunities (guiding, plant propagation, weeding, membership, greeter, marketing)

Looking for Gift Ideas?
Guest Passes
These make a great introduction to the garden’s beautiful surroundings and amazing variety of plants.
Available for $5 on Members’ Days.
Personal Tours
Enjoy a 2-hour garden exploration tailored to the interests of your group. These can be arranged for five
or more people by calling 604 501-5050 ($5 per person).
Members’ Days
April 18, 11 am to 3 pm
Spring-flowering

bulbs,

Magnolia,

Rhododendron,

Japanese Cherry, Dogwood , Malus (apple and
crabapple)
•11 am: Horticultural Tour
•Join Les Clay for an in-depth look of the gardens
outstanding collection of rhododendrons.
•1 pm: Walk with a Guide
•Plant sale

Rhododendron (Feb members day)

Membership cont’d…
Members’ Days
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May 16, 11 am to 3 pm
Trillium, Tree Peony, Rhododendron, Tree, Malus (apple and crabapple)
•11 am: Horticultural Tour1
•Graham Laine, Francisca Darts’ gardener for the life estate section of Darts Hill Garden, will take you on
an exploration of the garden’s treasures.
•Plant sale

Spring Open Houses
April 24 and May 29
10 am to 4 pm
Plant sale
Guided tours at 11 am and 1:30 pm

Rhododendron ririei

Is it time to renew?
Memberships can be purchased and renewed by downloading a membership form from our website
www.dartshill.ca or at the garden on Members days. If your contact information has not changed you can simply
mail a cheque to: The Darts Hill Society, c/o 1707 Ocean Park Road, Surrey, B.C. V4A 1M1
Membership fees: Individual $20, Couple $25, Family $35

Members’ Day Mystery Plant Contest
Become a plant hunter and win some plants from Darts Hill Garden! On your journey I hope you enjoy many new
discoveries in this ever-changing garden!

January’s Contest
The dinosaurs are gone, but I am considered a living fossil as I have
survived nearly unchanged for millions of years. It could be because my
limbs are covered by stiff, sharp needles that act as armor or because I can
live up to 1000 years and produce lots of offspring. My species will produce
seeds similar to pine nuts when both male and female trees are present.
Araucaria araucana, Monkey Puzzle
tree near bed #44

February’s Contest
My mauve flowers may be small but they are wonderfully fragrant and appear on my
bare stems in late winter. I would make a great addition to your shrub border as I have
an upright habit and grow up to 1.5 m. The red berries I produce are poisonous to
people but birds are not affected and help disperse my seeds.
Daphne mezereum bed 46B and bed 39

Darts Hill Garden Park
Member Discount Program
The following businesses have kindly agreed to offer
Darts Hill Garden members a discount on
regular priced merchandise (additional restrictions may apply). Many of these fine businesses also
have informative websites and newsletters so be sure to keep this list handy.
Please present your
membership card before the sale is completed to receive your discount.
Happy shopping!
Lorri Espeseth
Membership Coordinator
Amsterdam Greenhouses and
Garden Centre
19100 Dewdney Trunk Road
Pitt Meadows
Art Knapp Plantland
4391 King George Highway
Surrey
Canadian Floriculture Ltd
19370 - 32 Avenue, Surrey
Cedar Rim Nursery
7024 Glover Road, Langley
David Hunter Garden Centers
15175 72nd Avenue, Surrey
Erikson's Daylily Gardens
24642 - 51 St Avenue, Langley
weekends April –June, daily July
GardenWorks
6250 Lougheed Hwy, Burnaby
4746 Marine Drive, Burnaby
3147 Woodbine Drive, N Vanc
705 W 3 rd Street, N Vanc
Huckleberry Farm & Garden
Centre
19100 16th Avenue, Surrey
Phoenix Perennials
3380 #6 Road, Richmond
Ponds Beautiful
21797 61st Avenue, Langley
Port Kells Nursuries
18730 88 Avenue, Surrey
Rainforest Nurseries
1470 227th Street, Langley
the gardening circle
9193 Glover Road, Fort Langley
West Coast Gardens
1420 172nd Street, Surrey
West Coast Seeds
3925 64th Street, Delta
A & B seed package sizes only.

10%

604 465 -6614

www.amsterdamgreenhouses.com

10%

604 596 -9201

www.artknapp.ca

10%

604 541 -2513

10%

604 -888 -4491

www.cedarrim.com

10%

604 590 -2431

10%

604 856 -5758

www.davidhuntergardencenters.co
m
www.plantlovers.com
Discount not valid on open house
weekend in July.
www.gardenworks.ca

10%

15%

604 299
604 434
604 980
604 988
604 536

-0621
-4111
-6340
-8082
-9001

10%

604 270 -4133

10%

604 534 -9133

10%

604 882 -1344

10%

604 530 -3499

10%

604 888 -8804

www.thegardeningcircle.com

5%

604 541 -1117

10%

604 952 -8820

Can’t be used in combination with their
Frequent Buyer Punch Card.
www.westcoastseeds. com
For phone or internet orders please
identify that you are a member.

www.phoenixperennials.com

www.portkellsnurseries.com

A Special Evening of

Arts at Darts
Darts Hill Garden
Tuesday Evening – June 22, 2010
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Background

This will be our third year presenting local artists and their work in the Darts Hill Garden. The event is open and
free to the public (donation suggested) and is the only time during the year that the garden is open to the public in
the evening. Be sure to mark your calendar to visit the garden or come out and volunteer.
Volunteers
This major event is put on by volunteer members just like you. Prior to the event, we have a small group of
individuals involved in the organization of the evening. On the day of the event, we need volunteers to help the
artists set up, to meet and greet the public, assist with wine sales, and to help our performers. If you are interested
in volunteering, please contact Linda at owg@shaw.ca
Artist Information
Due to the success of this event, we will have a juried process for artists interested in participating in the event.
We are delighted that well-known local artist and long-time Darts Hill volunteer, Deborah Putman will head up
the jury process. Artists can download an application form and review the procedures and deadlines at
www.dartshill.ca/artsatdarts.

Collection of Hellebors at the driveway entrance

Magnolia Caerhays Belle

Helleborus orientalis 'Mrs.Betty Ranicar’

New early spring growth on Photinia Serulata
Photos on this page taken by G. Laine

Guides Greenery
This new section will provide an area for our volunteer guides to educate us on plant favorites
throughout the seasons.
Nancy Oike is starting her sixth season as a guide at Darts Hill. After retiring from a career as a
business communications instructor at Douglas College, Nancy completed the Master Gardener basic
training course and then applied to become a guide.

As a guide, Nancy particularly enjoys the

unlimited time she is able to spend in the garden photographing and learning the plants, the
camaraderie with Darts Hill members and other volunteers, and the opportunity to share her
knowledge with individuals and group tours.

She has been the Guide Chair for the past four years, is

a member of the South Surrey Garden Club, tends her gardens in Ocean Park and in the Cariboo, and
is currently a student in the Advanced Master Gardener Program. One of Nancy’s favourite late
winter plants is the genus, Pieris, which is widely represented at Darts Hill Garden.
Nancy writes: It seems to me that Pieris are under appreciated plants in our gardens. Perhaps because
they are quite common, we tend to take them for granted – and yet, they are truly a plant of fourseason interest. In late winter to spring, they burst forth with large panicles of small, often fragrant,
urn-shaped flowers in shades of white, pale pink, deep pink, or crimson. Following the flowers, new
foliage appears in attention-getting shades of red to pink to cream to bronze. The summer deep green
glossy foliage provides an attractive backdrop for later blooming plants. And in winter, the deep red
buds of many varieties perk up our gardens and provide the perfect filler for seasonal arrangements.
Pieris also have lovely reddish bark and a naturally attractive shape that requires just an occasional
light pruning.
Darts Hill has a fine selection of Pieris, many of
which bloomed this year in mid-February.
Interestingly, the pink cultivars tend to bloom
earlier than the white ones.

One of my early

favourites is Pieris japonica ‘Flamingo’, which is a
standout in Bed 11.

It’s a large specimen,

reaching approximately 15 feet high and wide.
In Mid-February, it was covered with dark pink
flowers, opening up from dark red buds. New
leaves will soon appear in brilliant red, later
changing to dark green.
cont’d….

Guides Greenery, cont’d….
Other outstanding pink or red early-flowering Pieris to check out include P. japonica ‘Mountain Fire’ (Bed 7a), P.
japonica ‘Christmas Cheer’ (Bed 4b), P. japonica ‘Valley Rose’ (Bed 8), and P. japonica ‘Valley Valentine’ (Bed 36).
Look also for Pieris with variegated leaves such as P. japonica ‘Little Heath’ (Beds 37 and 50) and P. japonica
variegata (Beds 30 and C3). Some Pieris have curly leaf margins, such as P. japonica ‘Crispa’ (Bed 3) and P.
myrtifolia’ (Bed 9).

And for a variety of smaller plants, check out also the variety of dwarf Pieris planted recently

in Bed 50.
Pieris are easy to grow, preferring conditions similar to those of rhododendrons. With their variety of sizes,
flower colours, and foliage, they’re a versatile plant that should find a place in any garden.

Kathy Piccott has been involved at Darts Hill since Mrs. Darts met the Manager of Parks in 1996, following the
donation of the property to the City. Subsequently, for over two years, one Sunday a month, Kathy was involved in
a Task Team made up of many of Francisca’s friends, including Douglas Justice, Charlie Sale, Margaret Charleton
and Marlene Gurvich who helped create the Darts Hill Garden Policy, complete with purpose and vision as provided
by Francisca. Kathy helped set up the Society and was a Director for 6 years. She is now volunteering as a guide,
helping a bit with the propagation group, and is the editor of The Oracle. Kathy has a Horticulture Diploma from
Surrey College.
Kathy writes: It was difficult to find a favorite plant. I wandered through the garden on February’s members day,
seeing the various flowers of Rhododendrons, Cornus Mas, Prunus Whitcombei and Corylopsis and found myself
being drawn to what has always appealed to me, the uniqueness in the garden; not only in the plant material but in
the textures and shapes.
Of the many unique plants, the one I stopped to admire this time
was the Magnolia grandiflora ‘Samuel Sommer’ for the texture
and feel of the leaves.

This broadleaf evergreen magnolia

produces huge, saucer-shaped fragrant flowers with petals 1014” across later in the season. But it’s the dark green, leathery
and glossy leaves that entice you to touch them.

They can

measure from 5-8” long. The underside of the leaves sport a
beautiful, rusty-red fuzz and the veins are prominent from both
sides. Our tree can be found in Bed C1 and is a good 15’ tall and
full of foliage. I look forward to revisiting this evergreen when it
is in bloom.

Guides Greenery, cont’d….
Peter Thompson is one of Darts Hill’s longest serving volunteers, having been a founding member of the
weeding committee, propagation committee, and guides. He became involved in Darts Hill after meeting
Francisca Darts at the South Surrey Garden Club. After completing his training to become a Master
Gardener, Peter started as a guide in 1997, the year that guided tours were first offered in the garden. He
has a wide range of interests, including art, literature, music, architecture, and natural history. Peter has
a 10-acre hobby farm where he has an extensive collection of rare trees, some of them given to him by
Francisca. He is an avid birder, and he has a keen interest in native plants. One of Peter’s most-loved
plants is Indian plum.
Peter writes:

Common and neglected is Oemleria

cerasiformis, Indian plum, abundant on the north side
of the entrance path. Upright mid-green leaves and
white flowers appear together. Its fruits look like
miniature apricots and mature to mimic blue-black
plums held by scarlet petioles.

Male and female

flowers are on separate plants. Male flowers have 15
white stamens; female, seven or so yellow stigmas.
Flowers, bark, and crushed leaves have a subtle or
disagreeable fragrance.
Its morphology is less important than when it appears. Growing to ten feet, continuous along the
edges of parks and undisturbed areas, it’s the first native plant to leaf out. Winter is over and the vast
vegetative mass of coastal B.C. is surging into summer.

Fauna corner
Okay, this is a stretch – these people obviously
are not fauna – but

they are looking at a

hummingbird – yes, a hummingbird in February.
Lynn Pollard led this group of birders through
the garden on members day. I’m just sorry my
digital camera could not snap a photo of this
bird’s beautiful colours.

An Invitation to Become Involved in the
LABELING PROJECT
By now, surely, many of you will have noticed the many new informative labels attached to trees and
shrubs in Beds 6 – 9. The project got underway April 26, 2009 with 3 groups of 2 people working under
Reta Gray with Douglas Justice, Associate Director and Curator of Collections at the University of
British Columbia Botanical Garden, providing clarification and/or identification as needed. This is now
an ongoing project of the Collections Committee. The project, at this time, is limited to labels on all
trees and shrubs in the garden, as well as a map for each bed that indicates the placement of these plants
within the bed.
The work demands precision and although much of the work is being carried out by Darts Hill
Volunteers the City maintains the data base and accession numbers for all park assets, thus we are
working closely with Neal Aven who is responsible for maintaining this inventory. A simplified
explanation of the process starts with our checking an earlier inventory against the plants now in each
bed, noting both plants which have been added and ones which are no longer in the bed, and submitting
the data we have collected to Neal. Neal then updates the data base of the bed, assigning new accession
numbers as needed, and laying out the labels on a computer format for submission to UBC where the
metal labels are created.

Each label includes extensive information: Family, Genus, Species, Cultivar or Variety, Common Name
(where appropriate), Nativity and the Accession Number. A decision was made by the committee to
start with trees and shrubs, but the intention is at some point a complete data base for all the plants in the
garden. The possibilities of how this information could be accessed are exciting. Clearly, just having
easily located labels for members, guides, and visitors touring the garden is our first goal; however, the
long term vision includes a variety of ways to locate specific plants. These technologies exist and are in
use in many galleries and gardens. Just one example: wouldn’t it be marvelous if you were able to come
to the garden and with ease find all the locations of the many varieties of Cryptomeria or simply the
location of whatever YOUR favorite plant is?
The data base has now been updated for Beds 2 – 15 and C 2 – 4 and labels will be added soon to those
beds. We have prepared worksheets and map outlines for Beds 16 – 25, but as you know there are 54
beds in the garden! Just doing a once around inventory will be a major project for the foreseeable …..

future; however, as all gardeners know, a garden is not static. Plants insist on growing or worse yet
dying, so the project will never be truly “completed” but will require continual updating.
It is our hope that some of you will be intrigued by this explanation of an important piece of volunteer
work that is labor intensive. It is not a requirement that you be expert at identifying plants. Most of the
plants are already identified and we rely on a specific group of people for any additional plant
identification required. If you think you might like to become involved please contact me by phone or
email. I look forward to hearing from several of you!
Nancy Armstrong, nca-1@telus.net or 604-538-7551
BIO: TIINA MACK, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Tiina is a registered Landscape Architect with the British Columbia Society of Landscape Architects and worked in
the private sector for several years before joining the City of Surrey in the summer of 2000.
Her past consulting experience includes wetland and riparian restoration and environmental planning projects in
southern Ontario, and streetscape, site planning, downtown revitalization, design guidelines and park planning
projects for small and mid-size municipalities throughout BC.
Currently, Tiina is the Manager, Parks Planning, Research and Design Section in the Parks, Recreation and Culture
Department at the City of Surrey. Tiina and her team plan for parks and trails throughout the City; design and
build new parks and renovate existing parks. Examples of recent projects are:
• Holland Park Renovation – Surrey’s First Urban
Park in Whalley

• Planning for the Nicomekl Greenway on the
Nicomekl River in South Surrey

• 9 Artificial Turf Playing Fields

• The Glades – design and improvements in this
woodland garden park in South Surrey

• Master Planning and designs for the landscape
medians program
• Fleetwood Town Centre Park
• The award winning Fleetwood Park Gardens
• Park Planning and Design in East Clayton
• Dog Off Leash Park Planning
• Joe Brown Park Master Plan

• The Parkland Acquisition Program –planning for
park
purchases
in
new
and
existing
neighbourhoods
• Park Master Planning for the Grandview Heights
Area
• the Parks Recreation and Culture Strategic Plan –
to determine needs and directions for the
Department for the upcoming decade

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to
ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.as
p

