2010 Autumn

The Oracle

A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.
Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

From the Chair:
Linda Stanley Wilson, Ph.D.
Gorgeous seed heads and berries in the garden or
an untidy mess? During the spring and summer,
deadheading is a necessity to prolong blooming
periods or to limit self-seeding, but as the weather
becomes cooler and your plants go in decline, do
you feel the need to completely tidy it all up? I
urge you to consider leaving seed heads and
dangling berries around for the birds in your
garden. In fact, I specifically select plants for my
garden that include a rich assortment of berries
and seeds that my garden birds will enjoy in the late fall and winter months. We just love birds in the
garden throughout the year and add a couple of suet baskets to further encourage our chirping friends
to visit.
At Darts Hill, we have a wide variety of plants bearing delicious seeds and berries for the birds and
other little critters that visit us. These plants create a unique landscape for visitors to our late autumn
and early winter Members’ Days. We are so used to the abundant flowers at Darts Hill—Francisca
loves blooms all year long—but we also appreciate the contrast, as blooms give way to seeds heads
dancing in the wind and casting shadows on the falling leaves. Take a closer look at the complex forms
in each seedhead and marvel at their structure and think about the birds before sharpening your
pruners.
Late summer/fall flowering plants that you might want to consider keeping around for their seeds
include Asters, Rudbekia, Echinacea, Coreopsis, Eupatorium, Sedum, and Echinops. And many of
these plants will be available at our autumn Members Day Plant Sales. Renew your membership at the
garden in September or October and pick out three free plants to enhance your autumn garden.
With their vivid colour, Darts Hill Fall flowers and
berries and intricate seed heads also serve as
excellent subjects for photos. I hope that you’ll
consider taking part in our October Fall Foliage &
Flower Contest. You are welcome to join us on
October 16th and/or 17th (from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
toting your camera to find just the perfect shots to
submit—you might just find one of your shots in the
next Oracle! See our website for more details. See you
in the garden!

Cercidiphyllum japonicum
As provided by Douglas Justice - Associate Director, Curator of Collections, UBC Botanical Garden &
Centre for Plant Research

Darts Hill has a splendid collection of trees, as anyone who has visited the garden can attest.
One of those trees is the Japanese katsura Cercidiphyllum japonicum.
Katsuras are noted for their strongly ascending stems, rough bark and clean, coppery brown
and green leaves that colour beautifully in autumn. Cercidiphyllum species are wind pollinated
and dioecious (the male and female flowers are borne on separate plants.) In the spring, the
petalless, tiny flowers appear all along the tops of the upper branches of the trees.
The flowers are bright ruby-red
and sparkle like jewels in the
morning light. On female trees,
the fertilized flowers turn into
tiny pea-pod like follicles,
which should be opening right
about now.
The closely related C. magnificum is usually a single-stemmed tree
with smoother bark, particularly in youth, and larger leaves, but is
otherwise difficult to distinguish from the more commonly
cultivated C. japonicum.
Darts Hill is also home to C. japonicum 'Pendulum', a weeping
form that produces a wide skirt of arching branches that often
reach right to the ground.
C. magnificum – Bed 3B

The senescing leaves of all katsuras smell of
burnt sugar, a fragrance that pervades the
area surrounding any specimen in autumn
and during prolonged summer drought.
Indeed, until the current dry period was
broken at the end of August, this wonderful
smell surrounded all of the Darts Hill trees.
To some, the fragrance is reminiscent of
strawberries or candy floss, but I think of
crème brulée whenever I happen upon the
fallen, drying leaves.
C. japonicum 'Pendulum‘ – just south of Bed 46W
The recent heavy rain will have dampened it down to some degree, but even this can't
completely mask the wonderful aroma.
Cercidiphyllum japonicum is native across Japan and central and southwestern China, while C.
magnificum has a more limited distribution in the mountains of central Japan.

Membership
SPECIAL for SEPTEMBER - 3 FREE SELECT PLANTS WHEN YOU RENEW IN THE GARDEN.
Our friendly meet and greet volunteers will be on hand to give you your updated membership
card and free guest passes A current listing will be available to check when your membership
expires. We still have room for more meet and greet volunteers, contact Anne Sprung if you
have time to spare especially on Open house days.
SEPTEMBER 18 & 19th
We begin the Autumn Season with an annual Open House on the 18th. But don’t miss Members
Day on the 19th. We have a group of 11 diverse artists coming to the garden to paint or sketch.
They will give others a chance to view the garden in an artistic way rather than just admiring the
beautiful blossoms. The artists are Ann Worth, Jacqueline Pearsall, Gary McDonald, IRMA, Uma
Sharda, Uryel Cho, Audrey Bakewell, Francisco Clarotte, Reet Harder, Ian Sprung and Debra
Putnam. Please come and see how they view the garden. The guides will be giving their
fabulous tours at 1:00 pm.
OCTOBER 16 & 17th
A whole weekend to enjoy the garden, with one of the Annual Autumn Open Houses on the 16th and the
Members Day on the 17th. Choose the best day that works for you and bring your camera. To celebrate
the autumn colours there will be a Fall Foliage Photo CONTEST. Photos taken either at the Open house
or Members day can be submitted digitally. Limit 3 photos per person. Check our website for details.
Our guides will be giving their 1:00 tour to point out some of the spectacular fall foliage.
NOVEMBER 21st
November members day will involve a
demonstration on protecting tender plants
unless the winter winds arrive early. The guided
tours will be, as usual, at 1:00 pm.
Please
contact
Anne
Sprung
at
anne.sprung@shaw.ca if you have ideas of
talks or demonstrations you would like to see
in the garden on Members days .
August: musical interlude by Angela Smith and Linda Stanley Wilson

Your membership can be renewed by downloading a membership form from our website
at www.dartshill.ca or it can be renewed at the garden on Members days. As you know
memberships cost:
Individual $20, Couple $25, Family $35. The mailing address for
membership is: The Darts Hill Society, c/o 2169 166th , Street, Surrey, V4S 9X8

Upcoming members’ days:
September 19, October 17 and November 21st

Membership – cont’d…
Mystery plant - June 2010
My family is Rutaceae, I am from South west
Europe but can be found in Central Asia. I am
a 3 foot tall perennial herb that likes full sun. I
have numerous tall spikes of 5 pink petaled
flowers with purple veins and long stamens. I
have a faint citrus smell. There is a flammable
oil that exudes from my leaves and seed pods
that can ignite when exposed to flame. This
oil can irritate skin in the sun and cause
blisters so wear gloves . The dried leaves are
used in Chinese medicine.
I am Dictamnus fraxinella
Mystery plant - July 2010

I am often called the fried egg flower. I am 6-8 feet tall
and have large white crepe flowers with a bright
yellow center. I like sandy soil and will take over your
garden if given the opportunity and the right amount
of water. I have an Chumash tribe legend that says my
petals are the soul of a maiden who died of a broken
heart. I am a native of southern California.
I am Romneya coulteri

Mystery plant - August 2010

This eye catching flower's name is an adaptation of two Greek
words meaning love and flower. It is native to South Africa.
The long shiny strap-like leaves give way for tall 2-4 foot stems
topped with clusters of blue flowers. (Zone 7-10 so found in
containers. )
Agapanthus ‘Bressingham Blue’

Many thanks to all our fabulous guests who have demonstrated, talked, played or contributed to
our members days: in June, Lynne Kelman for her photographic knowledge, in July, city staff
for introducing us to the new plants and plans for the garden. In August, the musical interlude
by Angela Smith and Linda Stanley Wilson who played beautifully on their flutes. The music
wafted through the garden like a lovely fragrance and could be heard in all areas - an enjoyable
addition to the garden.

PROPAGATION COMMITTEE – By Nancy Armstrong (604-538-7551 or nca-1@telus.net)

In August, as an early kick-off to the Fall season, we had another well-attended business/social held this
time at Lee-Anne Pitcairn‟s lovely house and garden in Langley. We find that holding our few group
meetings, only 3 a year, at someone‟s home provides a great setting for socializing and getting better
acquainted with all the members of the group. As members volunteer only as they are able to fit our 2-3
hour work sessions into their schedules, we don‟t work on a regular basis with the same people so we
like these opportunities to meet with “everyone” and build that sense of being a TEAM. We believe an
hour of business and nearly two hours of social is just the right balance!
Surely the most exciting news to report is the Society‟s
purchase of a Golf Cart that will serve double duty in the
garden. As the cart is electric it is not a noise or pollution
maker and we think all members will find it a welcome
addition. Propagation will be using it extensively for our
many Plant Sales; and throughout the year for a variety of
activities. The back passenger seat is convertible to a flat bed
on which we can fit 8 flats of plants.
Guides will use the cart to provide an opportunity for
members and visitors not able to walk the demanding terrain
of the garden to see it close up from the cart which is well
equipped with seat belts and an extended canopy to ensure
passenger safety.
We are continuing the practice we started last year. At the
autumn Members Days and Open Houses we are offering
renewing Members THREE free plants and New Members
will receive an immediate benefit of ONE free plant.
Our total sales for the year are now $5,165.00 which is nearly
77% of our 2009 total. Fall is always a good time to plant perennials which are the bulk of the plants we
have to sell. We ask that all members continue to help promoting our reasonably priced plants to their
friends and neighbours and help us to match our 2009 sales.

We also invite everyone to consider joining the TEAM. If you‟ve not yet visited our work area, stop by
and chat when we are next in the garden. I‟d be delighted to show you what we do and where we do it.

Plunge Beds – photo taken by G. Laine

Darts Hill Guides Take Inventory of Bed 36
On August 14, eight Darts Hill guides met at the garden to share their collective knowledge and research
in producing a descriptive inventory of Bed 36, along with a map of the plants in the bed. Graham Laine,
Francisca‟s long-time gardener, came out to assist with the task.
Bed 36, in the south west corner of the
pasture, was chosen by the guides
because it is full of over 60 species of
interesting trees and shrubs and because
it has never been inventoried. The bed
was originally developed around 199495. It eventually became overrun with
horsetails and Vinca and is therefore
sometimes referred to as ‚The Vinca
Bed.‛ Eradication of those invasive
species was undertaken a few years ago;
the soil was improved; new plants were
added; and others were moved in from
other beds in the garden. The result is a
bed rich in all-season colour, texture, and
plant diversity.
For the guides, this was both a learning
experience and an opportunity to
prepare reference materials for future
tours. Darts Hill is always looking for
new guides. If you think you might
enjoy sharing your knowledge and love
of the garden, please consider becoming
a guide. Contact Nancy Oike at 604-5356245 or e-mail at noike@shaw.ca.

Photograph left to right: Nancy Armstrong, Diane Langmead,
Graham Laine, Sharon Lawson, Elizabeth Coret, Randal Atkinson,
Reta Gray, Susan Lazar, and Margaret Spengler. (Missing: Nancy
Oike, who was behind the camera.)

Magnolia grandiflora ‚Samuel Sommer’
– by K. Piccott

In the Spring 2010 edition, I wrote a small
paragraph about this broadleaf evergreen
magnolia that produces huge, saucershaped fragrant flowers. I took this photo
September 3 – our magnolia is in bloom
and it’s magnificent. Check it out in Bed
C1.

Photos around the garden – early September 2010

by G. Laine

Bed 46B – Rudbeckia hirta ‘Indian Summer’, Hibiscus syriacus
‘Blushing Bride’; Crocosmia masoniorum ‘Catherine’

Albizia julibrissin (Mimosa, Silk Tree) – SW corner of Bed 21
Various grasses and Agapanthus in Bed 38

Bed 46A – Lobelia cardinalis, Agapanthus
‘Black Panther’, Crocosmia ‘Jenny Bloom’

Bed 46A - Cynara cardunculus, Cercis
canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ in background

Aeonium arboreum 'Zwartkop', Phormium 'Jester', Abutilon 'San
Francisco„ – Bed 26

Limonium latifolium 'Perezii' (Sea Lavender), Abutilon
megapotamicum – Bed 26

Photos by G. Laine

Photos by Lynne Kelman =
taken June 2010

Have you seen
this photo on
the utility
cabinets in your
neighbourhood
?
Utility Box Enhancements - Traffic utility cabinets are prone to frequent graffiti/tagging which create
prominent unsightly features within the civic landscape. These tags incur considerable costs for graffiti
removal. The City has taken a proactive and preventative approach, by vinyl wrapping traffic and utility
cabinets.
Vinyl wrapping, as a permanent solution, has been very successful in
reducing random as well as reoccurring incidences of graffiti. The vinyl
used to wrap these cabinets is applied with a graffiti laminate, which
dramatically reduces the time and cost of removal activities. The result is
a reduced overall cost for sustained graffiti mitigation, without impacting
the function or access of the cabinets.
The City has partnered with local schools and organizations to display
distinctive community based installations, which foster civic identity and
community pride. From the Parks photo library, garden photos are also
being used to create an attractive visual image. We are pleased to include
photos from the gardens at Darts Hill. We are always looking for more
photos to use on our cabinet wraps. If you have some good pictures of
Surrey please visit Surrey’s web page, ‘Cabinet Wrap Initiative’ page.
Civic Beautification Coordinator

Bed 50 – various heathers are the main colour in September. – by G. Laine
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to
ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

