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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
Sharon Lawson, Member at Large

We had a late but long summer this year. It is always very interesting

to see how different plants are affected by weather. Because of the

cool spring and then the dry summer some plants bloomed early

while other plants bloomed late.

Master Gardeners returned to the garden this year. They attended

the ‘Family Day,’ ‘Get Growing’ and ‘Get Gathering’ events. We hope

to have them in the garden for more days next year. If you visit the

garden and have any gardening questions seek them out. If they

can’t answer a question right away, they will gladly take your contact

information (if you are okay with that) and get back to you with the

answer.

The propagation group at Darts Hill had a very successful year with

sales. They sold $83 shy of $10,000 this year. This group grow a lot

of rare and unusual plants. Some are from the garden while other are

brought in by members to be divided. A couple of very devoted

volunteers start many of the plants from seeds and cuttings. There

are plant sales three or four times per year. Check the Darts Hill

schedule for dates.



The temporary art installation ‘Panoply’ coordinated by the Z.inc

Artists Collective ran from May 6 to the end of September this year.

There was incredible artwork created by 16 artists. The DHGCTS

Board is in the process of planning to have another ‘Temporary Art

Installation’ exhibit next year with this talented group. Thank you to

these artists for bringing such a wonderful initiative to the garden.

Follow the above link to their website. It was so unbelievably sad

that one of the artists passed away during the exhibition. Her name

was Kira Wu and she had been a fine arts professor at KPU. She was

unable to install the work that she and another artist had collaborated

on but some dedicated friends got together and placed it in the

garden. Kira was only able to see the installation via digital images

and video. The art piece that she and fellow artist Christine Moulson

created is titled Mycelia Breathe.

Mycelia Breathe, 

by Kira Wu and 

Christine Moulson

There were also five Artists in Residence in the garden over the summer. Each of them produced a body of work

and donated an art piece to the DHGCT Society. The plan is for this program to happen in the garden in 2023. The

society has applied for a grant to make this happen. Having art in the garden opens it up to a whole new

demographic of visitors. It draws in families, friends and fellow artists who come to support the exhibiting artists. It

also attracts members of the general public who enjoy experiencing art, especially in such a unique environment.

The Collections Committee was busy this year purchasing and installing approximately 230 plants in the garden. This

included a mix of trees, shrubs and perennials. Several were installed in the Food Forest/Pollinator Garden. If you

visit the garden, make sure you make a trip up to the northeast corner of the Maple Meadows and watch the bees

and butterflies moving from flower to flower. The committee has a few projects that they will be working on in 2023.

Stay tuned!

Volunteers needed!  The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is looking for volunteers to stand for election 

to the board at the Annual General Meeting on February 25, 2023. 

One position is currently being filled by Kevin Ward, who is willing to stand for election. Kevin was appointed in 2022

with extensive experience in marketing and is currently leading the marketing subcommittee. We are looking for an

additional board member who would be able to assist us with fundraising. Fundraising experience not a

requirement. If you are interested in learning more about the board and the work that it does, please feel free to

reach out to us at info@dartshill.ca.

If there is anyone who is interested in assisting with fundraising for the society but is not yet ready to become a

board member, please contact us at info@dartshill.ca.

https://zincartcollective.ca/
mailto:info@dartshill.ca
mailto:info@dartshill.ca


Additional Membership Benefits

You can renew online (see below) or at the welcome table when you visit the garden. If you enjoy your volunteer

work at Darts Hill Garden or you are thinking of joining a group, you are required to become a member of the

society to participate.

To learn about the benefits of membership and the ways you can submit your membership application use

this LINK.

An advantage of becoming a member of the DHGCTS is that you save money when shopping for plants and

garden supplies. Members receive a discount (usually 10%) on purchases upon showing their membership card at

select garden centres . These are

•99 Nursery & Florist Inc. 9376 King George Boulevard

•Amsterdam Greenhouses & Garden Centre, 191 Old Dewdney Trunk Road, Pitt Meadows

•Art Knapp’s. 4391 King George Highway

•Clearview Garden Shop. 26350 56 Ave.

•Port Kells Nurseries. 8739 88 Ave.

•Potters. 19158 48 Ave.

•WIG (Western Independent Greenhouse) 6151 Thorne Ave, Burnaby (5% on plants only)

Note: Membership must be current, and card must be shown before purchase is rung up. Valid for regularly priced

items and may not be valid for all purchases.

NOTICE OF

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2023

Time: 10:00 a.m. to noon (doors open at 9:30 a.m.)

Place: Emmanuel Evangelical Covenant Church 

17029 - 16th Avenue (across from the Darts Hill Garden main parking lot)

Health guidelines, at that time, to be followed.

The meeting will include recruitment for board positions. It is anticipated that a light lunch will be

served, along with door prizes and a tour of the garden following the meeting. The garden will be open

until 3:00 p.m.

Two board positions are open for election. As the society continues to move forward with new social

media guidelines and a huge involvement in fundraising for the development of an entrance building

and special projects, it is a great time to be part of this volunteer board. If you are interested, please

contact the society at info@dartshill.ca. As details of the AGM are finalized, the membership will be

emailed an update and information will be posted on our website at www.dartshill.ca.

https://dartshill.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27b39c1b0ae0f52a7824c0f3e&id=5ad0e7f20d&e=7c0274dd3d
mailto:info@dartshill.ca
http://www.dartshill.ca/


MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY, December 11, 11–3 pm

Panoply art – by Claire Moore

Photo:  S. Murray

UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Joanne  Senetza, Hospitality

Photo:  Bei Zheng

Hospitality welcomed an amazing number of visitors to the garden during

the last Members' Days, with days that were sunny and warm, perfect for

enjoying the fall colours and features in the garden. We increased our

membership numbers as well.

The October welcome table was staffed throughout the day by veteran

volunteers - Marlene Gurvich, Kathleen Pictin, Jane Robinson, Cynthia

Walz and myself.

We look forward to our next Members' Day on December 11th, though

we anticipate a somewhat lower turnout for this last day of 2022, now

that the weather has turned more seasonal.

Joanne Senetza

Hospitality Committee

A little thank you from happy visitors:

We thoroughly enjoyed our Members Day visit

to the garden this past Sunday. It was made

even more special by the friendly volunteers

including the one pictured here who took the

time to show us the location of the Coulter pine

tree, where this huge pine cone came from.

Many thanks for a lovely afternoon.

Jane and Dave Bellringer
Cynthia Waiz,  Photo taken 

with her permission.

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY, January 8, 11-3 pm

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY, February 12, 11-3 pm

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY, February 25, 10 am – noon.

We would like to wish you Happy

Holidays and the best of the

season.

See you in the garden in 2023.



The DHGCT Society has been investing funds since its inception. We sincerely wish to have an entrance that will

have visitors anticipating their stroll through this incredible garden. A design has been approved. The City of Surrey

is putting aside capital funding and the DHGCTS is working in partnership with the city to raise the roof on the

Darts Hill Garden Park Welcoming Centre!

https:// dartshill.ca/support-the-garden/

Thanks, the DHGCTS Fundraising Team The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is incorporated under the BC Societies Act 

and is a registered charity. Charitable No. 86285 7935 RR0001.  

LET’S CONTINUE TO RAISE THE ROOF !

Fall colours 2022 by Joanne Senetza

Sharon Lawson and 

Jacinta Sterling 

weeding and tidying 

up Bed 44, the 

perennial bed. 

Photos by Colleen 

Nesbitt.

https://dartshill.ca/support-the-garden/


THE MUTUAL BENEFITS OF VOLUNTEERING

By Nancy Armstrong

Darts Hill Garden is a City of Surrey park, as it was donated to the city by

Francisca and Edwin Darts. The city staff at Darts Hill are limited to a landscape

technician, a groundskeeper, a summer labourer and a landscape operations

coordinator. The four are responsible for maintaining the lawns, the pathways,

the existing plants and adding newly acquired plants as well as carrying out

special projects. This is a limited number for such a large garden and the

gardeners have no ‘spare’ time. The landscape operations coordinator works

with the landscape technician, Society volunteers and the manager, park

operations to set annual priorities for all aspects of operations while designing

and developing special projects, and also has no“spare”time.

So, who is there to do all the other activities that happen at Darts Hill Garden

and that cause people to want to come to the garden? Who is there to meet and

greet visitors at the entrance to the garden, to offer guided tours, to answer

visitors questions as they walk about the garden, to propagate plants to sell and

to run the plant sales, to create labels for the plants and maintain an inventory of

all the garden plants, to work with the Native Plant Group in that garden within

the larger garden, to help to promote and raise funds for the garden, to organize

workshops, and to be a part of creating the newsletter you are reading? Of

course…it is the volunteers.

Next question…why are there people ready to volunteer? Because volunteering

provides an excellent opportunity to carry out meaningful activities that involve

sharing with others, and at Darts Hill Garden those fulfilling activities are what

make people want to come to the garden. Darts Hill Garden Society benefits

from the volunteers and the volunteers benefit by engaging in activities that

provide a sense of purpose, activities from which they may gain new skills and

from which they can create lasting connections with newfound friends and thus

expand their social network. Volunteering is great for creating camaraderie!

There are so many ways to volunteer at Darts Hill Garden Park. Please check out

the website and read detailed information about each of the volunteer categories

and select the one that most appeals to you. Volunteering and putting your

talents and expertise to work in the community can provide a sense of purpose.

As well, this can be an opportunity to acquire new talents.

I have volunteered for over twenty years at Darts Hill Garden in several

categories and have never ceased, in all those years, to enjoy the activities and

friendships.

Some photos provided by Nancy Armstrong and some from previous editions

https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/#volunteer


YOU NEVER MISS THE WATER TILL THE WELL RUNS DRY

FROM THE ARCHIVES
By Nancy Armstrong

Strangely enough dowsing has worked over and over through

the centuries. It certainly worked for the Darts family. Not

only did the dowser find water for a well, but he also found

POTABLE water for them. As their land in 1943 was not

serviced by the city water supply, they were able to use well

water until it was, years later.

Unfortunately there is something amiss with the piping of this

well, so the city was unable to use the water from here this

past summer when we were so short of water. There is,

however, another well on the property just above the pond.

The gardeners were able to use that one.

If you would like to see the pipe well head, it is fairly well in

the centre of the open garden beside a bench in Bed 43, next

to the Sciadopitys verticillata (Japanese umbrella pine). The

photographs included here will make it easier for you to find it

as you walk about the garden.

Back in 1943, when Edwin and

Francisca purchased the land that

was to become Darts Hill Garden

Park, they needed water to drink

and to grow the plants they were

planning to plant. Where and how to

find that water?

This expression can be and often has been used to say you

don’t know how important something or someone is until

you’ve lost it or them. However, the statement is a real truth.

Benjamin Franklin, one of the founding fathers of the United

States, made this observation more than two centuries ago. The

world well is drying up and we are now learning the lesson of

what happens when society is left without the most

indispensable resource in history.

The location of the wellhouse is our current bed 43.

Photos:  K. Piccott

Of course, hire a dowser! Dowsing is a type of divination

employed in attempts to locate groundwater or all sorts of

objects and materials without the use of a scientific apparatus.



PROPAGATION GROUP – HERON PARK

Heron Park is one of the first parks you see as you enter

Surrey’s Crescent Beach area. It is a city park on Beecher

Street. Within this park are a few garden beds, multiple shrubs

and trees that city staff maintain, and a barely perceptible

petroglyph on a large rock, which had been moved from a tidal

zone to this park to protect it from erosion. A number of years

ago members from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust

Society proposed to the city to build a garden bed made up of

plants from Darts Hill Garden. The city would provide irrigation

and the society would provide volunteers to maintain this bed.

Sharon Lawson designed and managed the construction and

planting of the beautiful display. Ross Williams leads the

volunteer team over the six to eight months of garden clean up.

Each weekend, a set of two volunteers meet on a day that

works in their schedules. And each set only meets once a

month. Annually all volunteers get together for a good clean up.

About eight volunteers are needed but more would be

appreciated. It’s a wonderful social hour, raking up debris,

tidying up the bed to look presentable, chatting with people

walking by and you leave with a sense of accomplishment. Pam

Yokome wrote in an earlier edition of this newsletter that the

bed is tidied up for the winter by leaving seed heads on grasses

for birds for winter snacking. And…this park is next to the

Sunflower Café – a nice place to head to after your clean up is

done.

We are looking for volunteers to help out at Heron Park in the

2023 season. If you are looking for a short volunteer shift – one

(1), to one and a half (1.5) hours a month, this could be for you.

Please connect with us at info@dartshill.ca.

Jane and Lloyd 

in a fall clean up 

2022

Photos from the summer 2014 edition of this newsletter.

Written by K. Piccott

mailto:info@dartshill.ca


Bed Let Genus Species
Variety/ 

Form
Cultivar Nativity

4 e Clematis tubulosa China Purple garden origin

4 e Clematis x jouiniana Praecox garden origin

7 s Clematis recta e, s, & c Europe

8 w Clematis fusca Japan, Korea, Russia

8 w Clematis tubulosa China Purple garden origin

9 w Clematis x jouiniana Praecox garden origin

25 Clematis recta e, s & c Europe

25 Clematis unknown not known

26 Clematis chrysocoma var. sericea Australia, New Zealand

26 Clematis rehderiana w China

26 Clematis Ernest Markham garden origin

27 Clematis texensis Pagoda garden origin

32 Clematis tubulosa China Purple garden origin

32 Clematis x jouiniana garden origin

37 Clematis addisonii w Virginia

41 Clematis recta e, s, & c Europe

44 Clematis integrifolia c Europe to c Asia

44 Clematis recta Purpurea garden origin

47 Clematis armandii c & w China, n Myanmar

51 Clematis viticella s Europe, w Asia

53 w Clematis heracleifolia Campanile garden origin

53 w Clematis Henryi garden origin

98 p Clematis tangutica My Angel garden origin

The labelling committee have identified 22 clematis, with a number of unidentified plants of this genus

still to be researched. Here is a spreadsheet with the list of known clematis at Darts Hill Garden Park.

While doing a bit of research for this article, I found some great reading on clematis published by the American

Horticultural Society in 2014: Clematis with American Roots

Not having any educational pieces provided for this edition, I thought I would take a stab at writing an article. I am not

a Master Gardener, my research is a bit untried, but I hope you find this interesting. As a volunteer with the Labelling

team, we often hunt around looking for a specific plant needing its label. It is always a surprise when we come

across a vigorous vine growing through a larger tree or shrub. And it’s not labelled! I am amazed at how many

clematis are in the garden. Mrs. Darts has six books in her library specific to clematis. She also has three more books

specific to climbing plants, one plant being the Wisteria floribunda growing prolifically along the deck of the house

and up any tree it can find.

In the spring, walking down the tractor road from the propagation area, if you look up and to the left, the flowers from

an unnamed clematis are flowing 15-20’ (4.5-6 m) down the trunks of the trees. Bed 26 along the driveway has a

number of unidentified species climbing an old fence as well. Clematis love to grow up stumps where its roots can

feed on decaying stump roots. Plant on the north side and this vine will clamber to the sunny side.

CLEMATIS – by K. Piccott

The genus is composed of mostly vigorous, woody, climbing vines. The woody stems are quite fragile until several

years old. Leaves are divided into leaflets and leafstalks that twist and curl around supporting structures to anchor

the plant as it climbs. Some species are shrubby, while others, like C. recta, are herbaceous perennial plants that

grow in a clump. They grow best in cool, moist, well-drained soil in full sun. The timing and location of flowers

varies; spring-blooming clematis flower on side shoots of the previous year's stems, summer/fall blooming clematis

bloom only on the ends of new stems, and twice-flowering clematis do both.

Source: https://www.britannica.com/plant/Clematis

And Best Garden Plants for British Columbia (2005)
Just remember, if it blooms before June, don’t prune!

https://ahsgardening.org/wp-content/pdfs/Clematis_TAG_JA14.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/plant/Clematis


PROPAGATION GROUP, by P. Yokome

The propagation group had one of our most

successful years to date. Our sales in 2022

matched our strongest year ending up at

$9916.85. This was the first year we were able

to offer the use of credit cards as a payment

option which was well received by our

customers.

Two of the other major initiatives this year for

the group were a complete inventory list and a

comprehensive signing program clearly

identifying where each of the major groups are

located, i.e. sun, shade and ground cover, and

further breaking it down to what is in each bed.

We have approximately 15 members and we

invite anyone who is interested in learning

propagating techniques to join us and share in

the camaraderie the group offers when we

start up again the second week of March 2023.

ALPINE GARDEN CLUB – BC, by P. Yokome

The AGC-BC Seed Exchange is once again

operating a Surrey branch out of the Darts

Hill house. Most of our volunteers are still

sorting seed in their homes with a small

core group using the house every Tuesday

and Thursday until completion early January.

Our involvement in this exchange has

advantages for both clubs: a great space

and continued involvement of Darts Hill

volunteers for the AGC-BC, and a source of

many, many plants for the garden and our

plant sales.

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is

directed by a constitution, bylaws, policies and guidelines.

At the September 12, 2022 DHGCTS board meeting, a

new guideline was presented in draft form for discussion.

The city’s Film Liaison officer reviewed the draft as well.

The document has now been updated and approved in its

final version, as below.

PHOTOGRAPHY & FILMING GUIDELINES

This photo of seed sorters was provided by

Pam Yokome in the November 2018 edition.

Photo: K. Piccott

Pop Summer 

Festival  2022

Photo provided

by M. Fish



CITY OPERATIONS

By Maria Fish

Park Operations Coordinator – Feature Gardens

VISITING THE GARDEN

We seem to have skipped fall this year and jumped right into winter. We had one failure with the first of the winter

storms. In Bed 32, the Paulownia fortunei popped out of the ground on one side; we’ll be propping it and monitoring

over the next year. The fall colour has just come into its own this year. With the colder weather the leaves are falling

fast. We hope you had a chance to walk through the garden on November’s Members’ Day. All the tender plants have

been put to bed. Working in cooperation with the society we have started using the greenhouse next to the shack to

over wintering plants.

As of Oct. 9th, we’ve had 7,256 visitors during strolls

and Parks-run events. We have a few additional

workshops, Members’ Days and volunteer days to

count before the end of the year. However, looking at

tour numbers, Members’ Days and the Summer Pop

series to date, we’ve welcomed over 8,000 visitors to

the garden.

These numbers do not include visits by Society

members when volunteering. Volunteers are

encouraged to track their hours. When the Parks

Division reports to council on the importance of

volunteers it’s crucial that we’re able to give a complete

picture of the services the garden provides. In addition,

these statistics can assist the society when applying for

grants.

The programming schedule for 2023 should be finalized

by the second week of December. We are waiting for

dates for the plant sales and workshops to be

confirmed. The society will be hosting the wreath-

making workshops again at the end of the month and

we still have one more Members’ Days in December .

HISTORIC TOUR OF THE HOUSE,
WITH NANCY ARMSTRONG

BED 35 (E,C,W) RENOVATION

Bed 35 runs along the fence parallel to 16th Avenue.

Work has started on the renovation of this bed. This

was an operational project, discussed in collaboration

with the Collections Committee and the previous board.

The plants in Bed 35 need regenerative and deadwood

pruning. Also, the weeds have overcome large sections

of the bed.

Staff are

prioritizing this

project to get

it completed

as soon as

possible.

We have extended the bed north to create a larger

planting buffer against 16th Avenue and are

systematically carboarding, mulching and deadwood

pruning the bed. Work should be finishing up on this

project by the end of the month.

Our 90-year-old volunteer Nancy Armstrong has been

providing tours of the historical articles within the house

for years. Her tour has now been filmed by City staff

and the first draft of the tour is completed.

Do you want to know more about Mrs. Darts’s varied

interests and accomplishments? Watch the society’s

website for the final video.

Photos snipped from the video



IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SHACK

MAPLE MEADOWS

Our Park Partnership team has taken what we learned

from the Turf Trials and is using the most successful

seed candidate (seed mix #5) in a trial at Clayton

Community Centre. This is a fully irrigated site, and we

look forward to seeing the results. If successful, we will

look at using this mix as a turf alternative at key

locations in the park system. Improvements to the Food

Forest are ongoing.

The City of Surrey will be hosting one more volunteer

day at the end of this month. Plans are to have

volunteers assist us with weeding of the Turf Trials and

Meadow in addition to removing blackberries along the

perimeter.

IRRIGATION

All the irrigation in the garden has been winterized. We

received quotes for the line that will incorporate the

Native Loop into our irrigation system and convert Bed

34 to drip irrigation. We will be proceeding with this

work by the middle of November 2022.

BRONZE MULE DEER

The deer was vandalized several years ago when part of

an antler was cut off. The city’s Public Art team

removed and repaired the deer in October after the

garden was closed. The repair went smoothly and it’s

hard to tell that there was ever a missing piece of the

antler. The Public Art team will be organizing an annual

maintenance schedule moving forward.

New roof, including over the entrance deck, new gutters

and new door are complete. The propagation team has

reorganized the inside with areas for labelling, sales and

the museum of tools!

THE VIRTUAL TOUR OF DARTS HILL GARDEN LED BY FRANCISCA DARTS

Can you imagine walking through Darts Hill Garden Park and watching Francisca Darts talking about the

plant material in front of you? A steering committee has been formed (Maria Fish, Susan Murray and

Marlene Gurvich) to make this happen. 12 vignettes in total have been chosen to focus on, as they roll out

the first stage of this project:

1. Welcome to the Garden by Francisca Darts

2. Paulownia tomentosa

3. Juglans hybrid, Heritage tree

4. Magnolia ‘Elizabeth’

5. Erythronium revolutum

6. Berberis x hortensis ‘Charity’ syn. Mahonia x hortensis ‘Charity’

7. Malus sieboldii walk

8. Mespilus germanica

9. Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’

10. Rhododendron augustinii walk

11. Stewartia monadelpha

12. Orchard Beginning

This will be a starting point for the tour with additions at a future date. The committee would like to have

the tour ready for the 2023 AGM. A map will be available to visitors noting the location of QR codes

distributed throughout the garden. The labeling committee will help with the development of the QR code

labels. Visitors will go to these locations, scan the QR code on their phone, and a video will pop up of Mrs.

Darts talking about the garden. The location of the QR codes will be tied to the location where, or, the

topic on which Mrs. Darts is discussing, during the filming of original footage created by Shaw TV (& Yard

Yak videos). Visitors will get a unique experience of the then and now.



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization

working in partnership with the City of Surrey to ensure the

preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) is incorporated under the BC

Societies Act and is a registered charity. Charitable No. 86285 7935 RR0001.

Please consider making a donation.

THE BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS

As members of the BC Council of Garden Clubs, the members of the DHGCTS are

entitled to keep up to date on their activities and what they offer. Please click on

this the photo to read the November newsletter.

The many shapes in Darts Hill Garden -

Photos by Bei Zheng.

A big thank you to James Good for proof

reading and to copy editor Pam Robertson. 

Editor Kathy Piccott

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://www.instagram.com/dartshillgarden/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DartsHillGarden
https://www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden/?ref=br_rs
https://dartshill.ca/support-the-garden/
https://bcgardenclubs.com/resources/newsletter/

