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OFFICIAL NOTICE of the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

of the 

DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY 

TRUST SOCIETY

Saturday, FEBRUARY 26, 2022

10 am - 12 pm

via ZOOM

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society’s 2022

AGM will be held remotely. Voting to occur via Zoom,

using the chat function or raised hands. The Zoom link

will be in a Mailchimp email to the membership, prior to

the meeting.

The complete AGM package is now available on the

DHGCTS website, on the Members Update page. If

you have any questions or a nomination for the any of

the four Board seats open in 2022, please forward them

to info@dartshill.ca prior to Monday, February 21.

Don’t miss Douglas Justice’s presentation entitled

“Southeastern Tibet – in the Footsteps of Plant

Explorers.”

mailto:info@dartshill.ca


MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: 
SUSAN MURRAY

Hello Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Members.

As you may have read in the Mailchimp monthly mail out, your membership fees will increase as of

March 1, 2022, by $5 per Individual Membership. The Society has not increased its dues since it was incorporated

in 2001. Everything costs more today, from small items such as postage stamps to significant expenses such as

the three types of insurance: Directors liability, golf cart and Society-owned property insurance and general liability

insurance the Society purchases every year ($2,935.00 in 2021); two types are required as per the Operating

Agreement the Society has with the City of Surrey (COS).

Twenty years ago, when I became a Society member, the garden was primarily open on Members’ Days. This

year, it will be open to everyone from April to early October three days a week from 10 - 4 pm. Did you know the

Society pays the COS to provide one of the two friendly hosts who welcome visitors to the garden Saturday and

Sundays instead of a DHGCTS volunteer staffing those days?

Twenty years ago, the Society did not have a website nor the costs associated with designing, maintaining and

troubleshooting one! Twenty years ago, everybody paid via check or cash, now electronic payments predominate

with their associated service charges. Twenty years ago everything was different. I am just amazed that the

increase to membership dues is so modest!

As members, we can look forward to an active spring and summer in Darts Hill Garden Park this year. Activities

and events such as Members’ Days, Plant Sales, Garden Strolls, and Workshops are now listed on the online

calendar. Two Sounds of Summer, July 8 and July 27, 2022, are planned by the City of Surrey (COS) Partners in

Parks program.

The Artist in Residence (AiR) Program will host several artists in the garden this year. Check the online calendar for

the dates these local artists will be creating art in the garden or hosting talks and tours.

The Propagation and Plant Sales Group will host the first 2022 plant sale on Sunday, April 23.

Both the Society and COS are following the guidelines of the COVID-19 Public Health Orders so all activities,

programs and events are subject to change. Check the events calendar to learn of cancellations.

This is my last Oracle update as the second of my two terms of three years comes to an end at our AGM on

February 26. I have enjoyed a fruitful and very busy six years as the Chair of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy

Trust Society. I would like to thank all past and present Board members, Committee chairs and volunteers for their

ongoing support and service. In particular, I would like to thank retired Board member Sanne Dryborough and

retiring Board member Jane Robinson for their exemplary volunteer work. Sharon Lawson has also completed her

three-year term this year and is standing for re-election. Thanks, Sharon, for your diligent Board service. It has been

a pleasure working with the Society’s Board of Directors.

The Society has accomplished a very great deal in the past six years. Since 2016, Society membership has more

than doubled from 186 to close to 400! A number of new standing committees, such as the Native Plant Working

Group, the Workshop Coordinating Group and the Society’s reactivated Collection Committee, have taken on more

and more tasks that have greatly benefited the garden and the Society. Long standing committees like the

Propagation and Plant Sales group and the Membership and Hospitality Committee continue their steady support. I

admire the stellar job that the Labelling Committee has done in recent years to research, edit, and create

permanent garden labels. There are now 4,449 entries in the Master Inventory! Labelling has significantly

improved visitor experience and educated all about the rare and unusual plants in the garden.

https://dartshill.ca/events/


In partnership with the City of Surrey, the Society participated in the development of a Master Plan for the garden

(2018-2019). The book, A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts Hill Garden Park was published in 2019 by the Society

and a successful book launch party was hosted to mark the occasion. The Oracle newsletter was completely

redesigned (2019). The Society hosted a successful Fundraising Auction in the fall of 2020.

The Society’s website has been regularly updated and refreshed with new images, pages and text. Take a look at

the new Art in the Garden page, which boasts four stunning videos of artists who have been inspired by the

garden. The Society also celebrated its 20th Anniversary in 2021 with a series of excellent historical articles in The

Oracle plus a special project: the Paul Spriggs Crevice Rock garden demonstration in September.

In April of 2021, the Society became a Charitable Organization. Now the Society has a presence on the

CanadaHelps fundraising website and a new Support the Garden page on its own website. The DHGCTS is

fundraising for the Special Projects Fund and the Welcoming Centre Fund in 2022. Perhaps the most significant

change is that the Society’s Constitution was refreshed and updated with exciting new purposes in 2021. All these

changes are the result of a whole lot of work by many individuals.

In conclusion: I have learned a very great deal about the administration of a non-profit society during my two terms.

While it has been trying at times, overall, it has been a very satisfying six years. Thank you, everyone!

See you in Darts Hill Garden Park this spring.

February 2022 Members’ Day photos by Margrit



UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

The 2022 Annual General Meeting

(AGM) of the Society will NOT be

held face to face.

Members in good standing are

eligible to vote.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
VIRTUALLY, Saturday, February 26, 

10 to noon

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY, August 14, 11 am – 3 pm

MEMBERS’ SUMMER 

SOLSTICE EVENING 
TUESDAY, June 21, 5-9 pm

GARDEN STROLLS
Friday, Saturday, Sundays

APRIL 1st to JULY 31ST

10 am – 4 pm 

I am here to bid farewell to my time submitting musings to the

Membership Corner.

I am stepping away from the DHGCTS Board after a three-year

term and the duties that come with the Hospitality Chair and,

for the last few months, the Membership Chair.

I look forward to continuing my volunteer involvement in Darts

Hill Garden with more dirt-under-the-finger-nails type

participation, and an occasional appearance at the Welcome

Table, if needed.

For some calm in your life, I encourage everyone to spend

some time in Darts Hill Garden and find a few hours to

volunteer. It’s a beautiful place.

Jane Robinson, February 2022

Photo:  K. Piccott

R. ririei, Bed 15n

Photo taken in Feb 2022 

K. Piccott



FROM THE ARCHIVES

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDAL

Those of you who are regular readers of this column or have visited the Museum in the bedroom in the

Darts’ home are surely aware of the many prizes and recognitions Francisca Darts received for several

reasons, with dogs and curling primarily the first two. However, even as early as 1952, she received a

garden prize, the Peace Arch Garden Trophy International.

Provided by Nancy Armstrong

One prize you probably do not know about, as the

photos and brochure are not posted in the Museum,

is the Golden Jubilee Medal Francisca received

October 8, 2002. Twenty citizens of Langley, Surrey

and White Rock were selected by a committee of

three Members of Parliament, three mayors, three

representatives of the Royal Canadian Legions and

two from the Chambers of Commerce to receive

The Golden Jubilee Medal Commemorating the

Fiftieth Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Reign as

Queen of Canada. This medal was a part of the

Jubilee year celebrations organized by the

Department of Canadian Heritage.

Those selected to receive the medal were to be

people whose achievements “over the past 50

years, have helped create the Canada of today” or

“younger Canadians actively contributing to our

future.” Seven women and twelve men were

selected.

The year 2002 was also the year Francisca received

her Honorary Doctor of Laws from Kwantlen

University College, so it would have been surprising

if she were not awarded the Golden Jubilee Medal.

In 1969 she was giving “tips to gardeners” in the newspaper and

by 1970, when she began doing her “show and tell” for the

groups to which she belonged, the garden became dominant in

her activities and more and more garden-related recognition and

prizes became the norm. One of the prizes, a Bronze Medal,

included her husband, Edwin. He too was an active member of the

Vancouver chapter of the American Rhododendron Society. A

second shared prize was an Honorary Life Membership to the

Alpine Garden Club of BC. The Gold Medal from the

PNE in 1967 was given to Edwin, but we all know

from her own words that Francisca was very much

involved in that.

The Honourable Iona Campagnolo, Francisca Darts, 

Val Meredith, MP

And now, 20 years after this medal was presented, Queen

Elizabeth is celebrating a milestone Platinum Jubilee!



PROPAGATION AND PLANT 

SALES GROUP UPDATE

GUIDES UPDATE, Provided by C. Waiz

and K. Piccott

Guide volunteers met via Zoom on January 27 to plan

and organize for 2022. We have several new guides and

we plan to try a few new ideas as we evolve in these

changing times.

We hope to provide more ambassador guides in the

garden who will be posted at a few places with seasonal

interests and who can provide some history on the

garden. We may try a few pop-up tours and a few new

self-guided tours are in the works to be available on our

website.

Guided tours will be resuming. Cost will remain $5 per

person. Golf cart tours will be available for $25. The

driver will provide a more personized tour for up to three

visitors. These tours can be booked by emailing

info@dartshill.ca.

Eventbrite will be used for online tour bookings. Tours

will be set up for Thursdays to gauge an interest in this

day of the week, but other days may be possible

depending on the availability of guides.

If you have some extra time and would like to spend it at

Darts Hill Garden Park, please consider volunteering as

an Ambassador Guide. Training is minimal, starting with

a ‘Walk and Talk’ on March 24. Enjoyment and wonder

never-ending.

After this unusually cold winter I am sure everyone

is looking forward to spring and gardening again.

The Propagation plunge beds are looking pretty

good with some growth and even a few small

blooms showing so it will be interesting to see

how the winter affected our inventory.

But no worries on supply lines here, we have the

garden, the bed at Heron Park and many plants

grown from the AGC-BC seed exchange to keep

the stock up and interesting.

We had a terrific turnout of volunteers for the fall

cleanup and will start up again later in March. This

year we will have designated work days, rain or

shine, and will let all our volunteers know the

schedule soon. We have two upcoming plant sale

days: April 23rd and 24th, from 11am - 3pm. For

information on other dates see

https://dartshill.ca/events/.

We love having new volunteers and there is

always lots of playing with plants and manning

plant sales to go around. If you are interested in

joining our group, you can indicate that when you

sign up or renew your membership or by emailing

info@dartshill.ca. Looking forward to seeing you in

the garden.

Propagation Team

Ross, Nancy, Anne, Colleen and Pam

Photo:  Scarlet Black

Artist in Residence 2021

THE BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS

As a member of the BC Council of Garden

Clubs the members of the DHGCTS are

entitled to keep up to date on their activities.

Please click on this link to their February 2022

newsletter.

FEBRUARY 2022 BCCGC NEWSLETTER

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://dartshill.ca/events/
https://mcusercontent.com/0b60d360867aac0742589323a/files/7f51a6fd-f3c5-5140-200f-9743277afe30/February_BCCGC_Newsletter_2022_PDF3_compressed.pdf


ARTS AND CULTURE IN THE GARDEN

Z.inc Artist Collective’s temporary outdoor exhibition “Panoply” takes place at Darts Hill Garden Park,

May 6 – July 31, 2022. Z.inc and invited artists create unique installations that contemplate the dynamic

bond between art, nature and people. The artworks contribute to the cultural life of the community and

inspire the public to make new discoveries with every visit to this spectacular garden.

https://zincartcollective.ca/

1. DHGCTS Workshops: 2022: Nature and Art Youth Workshops April 15 and

April 23 with Marcus and Sophie Macdonald, 9 am - 3 pm.

2. DHGCTS Nature and Art Youth Pro-d day camp - Marcus and Sophie

Macdonald - Monday, May 30, 2022, 9 am - 3 pm.

3. DHGCTS Artist In Residence Program (AiR): dates/artists Scarlet Black

March 15 - April 15: Susan Murray April 15 - May 15; Willa Downing May 15

- June 15; Bob Gunning June 1 - 30; Marion Ann Wilkins June 15 - July 15.

“PANOPLY” 2022

For garden open times visit www.dartshill.ca.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS:

With the upcoming improvements to the Shack, volunteers had to move

the cold frame that was just below it, next to the Alpine Bed, to avoid

any toxic water or lead-based paint from affecting the young plants

within the frame.

Now we have the two cold frames side by side above the propagation

area and will have space for the plants that are growing to be divided.

City staff were able to help with flattening the gravel area prior to the

frames being installed.

PROPAGATION GROUP MOVE COLD FRAME Provided by Anne Sprung

https://zincartcollective.ca/
http://www.dartshill.ca/


UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
Spring / Summer Programs

Provided by Rosina Cuk

Join us on last Friday of the month for stories and

craft activities in the Garden. Ideal for age 2-6, but

everyone welcome!

HANGING MOSS BASKET 

WORKSHOP

Come design your own moss basket at this 

informative and entertaining workshop

About this event:

In this hands-on planting experience, you will create

a 12-inch hanging moss basket filled with a variety of

annuals. We will help you customize your plant

choices for optimal performance in full sun, shade, or

a combination of sun and shade.

Registration cost includes all materials necessary to

create a moss basket – a wire frame, fresh moss,

PRO-MIX potting soil, and a wide variety of premium

annuals (9 per basket).

Registration is limited to 8.

About this event: This is an IN-PERSON program for the

last Friday of March - June, we will sing songs, listen to

stories and complete an art project relating to our

theme. All events will be held outdoors in a shelter area

and occasionally on the grass field in the garden. Please

wear clothes appropriate for the weather. Siblings are

welcome if quiet and engaged.

Location

The workshop will take place outside of the Maple

Activity Center, north of the Propagation area, please

enter the volunteer parking lot located at 1680- 168th

Avenue.

Vaccination Requirement

Our organization adheres to all provincial health orders. At the

time of this newsletter posting, to protect staff and

attendants, double vaccination proof is required for all

workshop attendees. Upon entry, a staff member will

request a copy of your BC Vaccine Card (either digital or

paper copy) and one piece of government-issued photo ID.

Children under 12 years old are exempt from this policy.

Participants 12 years old and older must wear masks when

entering the Visitor Centre.

Dates: March 25, April 29, May 27, June 24

Time: 10am-10:45am

Fee: suggested donation $5 /family

To register: https://StorytimeAtDarts.eventbrite.ca

Date: Saturday, May 8th

Time: 10 am – 1 pm

Fee: $75, all materials included

To register: 

https://HangingBasketAtDarts.eventbrite.ca

Location

The workshop will take place at the Maple Activity

Center, north of the Propagation area. Please enter

the volunteer parking lot located at 1680 - 168th

Avenue.

https://storytimeatdarts.eventbrite.ca/
https://hangingbasketatdarts.eventbrite.ca/


Prunus padus
Provided by Susan Burdak

Photo source:  rhs.org.uk

New growth was spotted recently on the Prunus padus tree

found in Bed 1, an original bed, but little is known about its

history from our plant inventory list. Common names for this

tree, to name a few, are European bird cherry, black dogwood,

hackberry, mayberry and hog cherry.

A member of the Rosaceae family it can grow to an impressive

size of over 12 m (40 ft) with a spread of between 4-8 m (13-

26 ft). It is a deciduous tree with toothed ovate leaves that turn

yellow in the autumn.

In the spring it has pendant racemes of 1 cm (0.4”), fragrant

white flowers that mature into bitter black fruits. It prefers full

sun and moist well-drained soil. Native to Europe, West Asia,

Korea, Japan and the PNW it is considered an exotic in E-Flora

BC — the electronic atlas of flora of British Columbia. Suitable

for cottage and informal gardens it is susceptible to damage

from aphids and caterpillars as well as from diseases such as

silver leaf, bacterial canker and blossom wilt.

The consortium of Pacific Northwest Herbaria, an online portal

to information about flora of the PNW of North America lists

eight locations of specimen trees in the Lower Mainland

including the City of North Vancouver, Port Coquitlam, Burns

Bog, Langley, Burnaby, the UBC Endowment Land, and Queen

Elizabeth Park.

And make sure you check out our tree and look for the lovely

and fragrant spring flowers.

References: pnwherbaria.org; linnet.geog.ubc.ca; rhs.org.uk

Facing west, this tall tree is in Bed 1.  

Photo K. Piccott February 2022

’’This tree is called Prunus padus. Ahh…not many people would grow it because of its size. It’s just too

big for even a medium garden. But I grow it because I’ve got the room and also I love the scent. I mean

you don’t have to lean over and smell, you just stand back and walk towards it and you’ve got it, period!”

Garden Time May 2, 2000 - time 24:27- 25:41

“It (Prunus padus) was in our yard. And it was growing in one the  stumps of the old forest that was here 

and they were going to cut it down. I said, no way I won’t let you, because that’s history as well. It shows 

how it came from a seed; a seed came and made a little fence instead of going straight. They would have 

cut it off.  And now people ask questions about it, you see.”

Garden Time May 2, 2000 - time 27:47- 28:22

Susan Murray, while researching the DHGCTS collection of

historical videos, transcribed Francisca Dart's words about

the Prunus padus, bird cherry, in Bed 1. There are two Garden

Time video comments from May 2, 2000:

http://pnwherbaria.org/
http://linnet.geog.ubc.ca/
http://rhs.org.uk/


CITY OPERATIONS
Provided by Maria Fish

Park Operations Coordinator – Feature Gardens

Park Partnership Programs
Upcoming Projects

Visiting the Garden

We will be developing a signage plan to assist with the

implementation and development of a cohesive suite

of informational and directional signage. This spring

you’ll see improvements coming to the shack and the

area where the crevice troughs were placed. This work

was delayed due to weather this last fall. In August we

will be moving forward with development of the

elevated path into the garden.

One of the more innovative projects we’ll be working

on is a virtual tour in the garden, which will utilizes

historical video footage of Mrs. Darts talking about the

different plants in the garden. I look forward to seeing

what she recommends.

Irr igation

There were changes to future watering restrictions,

released by Metro Vancouver in November, that will

affect the garden as we move forward. We will be

proceeding with work in Beds 25, 26 and 24N;

however, the emphasis will be on the installation of drip

irrigation. The notification of changes to future watering

restrictions prompted staff to look into the viability of

the use of the well on site, if needed. It was found that

the well was not registered for non‐domestic use. We

will be proceeding with obtaining proper licensing

before March 1, 2022.

In the late fall of 2021, we piloted a City-run

volunteer event up in the Maple Meadows,

assisting with weeding of the wildflower beds. It

was such a success that we are rolling out

volunteer events once a month throughout the

year. We found that this was a great way of raising

the profile of the garden and a few of the

volunteers have since become members.

We’re working to develop the program to provide

an educational component for the volunteers,

keeping them engaged throughout the year. Any

members who are interested in assisting are most

welcome and can contact myself for more

information.

Work improvements continue to the area around the

old works shed. Plantings were added to Bed 74, the

new numbered bed to the south as you first pass

through the gates from the 170 St. parking lot. Thank

you to the collections committee for their tireless work

planting our new acquisitions here and elsewhere in

the garden.

This spring our Park Partnership group is assisting us in

hosting volunteer opportunities in the garden. The

focus will be the removal of the blackberries in the

parking lot off of 170th Street.

Entrance ImprovementsA definite highlight was the redevelopment of Gunnera

Walk. The construction of the stone wall along the path

made it so that we could widen the path, while updating

the existing decayed wood retaining wall. The result is a

continuous route through the garden for cart tours and

separated cart and pedestrian routes during large events.

The Native Loop also saw some changes; we rerouted

the path to reduce the grade and as a result expanded

the Native loop.

We raised the pathway at the bottom of the Nut

Orchard, completing this project.

Pathway Improvements

Our Park Partnership staff are moving forward with the

planning of events in the garden for 2022. The first

event was hosted on Saturday, February 19th, the

Family Day Weekend. As the event is hosted outside,

approval was given from the City’s Emergency

Operations Committee (EOC). With the experience

we’ve garnered over the last two years, we’re well

prepared to modify plans as needed based on Public

Health Orders.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday Stroll times have been

increased this year to 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, allowing

more time for the general public to visit.



GOOD THINGS COME IN SMALL PACKAGES, 

LOVELY, LITTLE HYBRIDS... 
by Norma Senn

I envy those of you who have lots of room for big

rhododendrons and I’d love to be able to grow more of

them than I do, but I have a small city garden so I try to

restrict myself mostly to small varieties. Small is a

relative term, as it can refer to true dwarfs that don’t get

much more than 40 cm (16”) tall, to semi-dwarf plants,

40 to 80 cm (16-30’’) or those that are considered low,

that range from 80 to 135 cm (30 to 56’’) at ten years.

Fortunately, there are lots species and hybrids available

that stay small and offer not only a range of flower

colours but also good leaves. The following are a dozen

or so of my favourite small hybrids. I’ve tried to stay

with plants that are available and for the most part, are

“easy growers.”

One of the great advantages to growing small plants is

that in addition to doing well in garden beds, most are

well-suited to containers. For those of us who grow lots

of container plants, I think we each have our own

potting mix formulas. Again, I envy people with lots of

room where they can store a pile of bark mulch for a

year or two to allow it to decompose a bit, or have large

compost bins so they can custom blend their own

mixes.

But, in my case, I use the standard hanging

basket/container mixes available by the bag from

various garden centres. However, as they come from

the bag, these types of potting mixes don’t provide

good enough drainage and aeration for rhododendron

roots, so I mix in a lot of perlite and coarse sand to

improve drainage. Eventually, the perlite works its way

to the soil surface and some of the drainage/aeration

benefits are lost, but the sand stays incorporated within

the mix.

Norma Senn, a former DHGCTS member who now lives in Victoria, BC, wrote this informative article

about some of her favourite small rhododendron hybrids and their hybridizers for the Victoria

Rhododendron Society newsletter. She has graciously shared her article with the Society. Many of the

rhodos described may be viewed in Darts Hill Garden Park. These plants and Darts Hill Garden Bed

numbers are noted in bold. (Bolding and bed numbers added and text edited by Susan M. Murray)

The sand has the added benefit of weighting the

container which helps prevent pots from blowing over in

strong winds. I add slow-release fertilizer in early spring

but I do this sparingly. The other thing I like to do is put

some fine bark chips or turkey grits (gravel) on the

surface to dress up the pot, but more importantly since I

hand water my pots, adding top mulch helps break the

force of water hitting the top of the potting mix

lessening soil compaction. That’s what I do, but if you

talk to others, you’ll find they have their own ways of

doing things, and we all have success. What we all

agree upon though is to make sure the containers stay

well-watered, but also drain well.

Whenever I think about small rhododendron hybrids, I

always seem to start with the “birds and the bees.”

The birds, of course, refer to the Glendoick hybrids (1)

which have been named after birds: hybrids like ‘Egret,’

‘Razorbill’ and ‘Wren,’ while the bees were created by

Warren Berg (2). You can recognize lots of Berg’s

hybrids by the “ee” endings in many of his plant names,

‘Patty Bee’ Bed 46e, ‘Wee Bee’ and ‘June Bee’ are

examples. Other hybridizers have given us many small

varieties too, some of which have been around for a

long time, think of plants like ‘Carmen’ Bed 46w, ‘Ruby

Hart’ Bed 1 and ‘Purple Gem’ Bed 46e.

I have a thing for cute little yellow rhodos, so let’s start

with a few of my favourites. Two from Warren Berg are

‘Patty Bee’ and ‘Peter Bee.’ The parents of ‘Patty Bee’

both have yellow flowers, with R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’

(R. keiskei Bed 14) providing small stature and

hardiness and R. fletcheranum, native to high Tibetan

altitudes, is also a very hardy species.



. 

In addition to cold hardiness, I was pleased that my

‘Patty Bees’ came through the heat dome without

any problems although I did keep them well

watered. ‘Patty Bee’ flowers in mid to late April,

and when in bloom, the plants are completely

covered in bright yellow that softens in hue as

flowers age. The foliage is fine-textured, small and

dark green. In ten years, ‘Patty Bee’ will reach a

height of about 60 cm (24”). Both parents of ‘Peter

Bee’ also have yellow flowers. Again, R. keiskei

‘Yaku Fairy’ was used, but the other parent is R.

hanceanum var. nanum Bed 15n. Plant habit and

performance is similar to ‘Patty Bee’, but I find the

flower colour of ‘Peter Bee’ to be a bit more acid

shade of yellow with a touch of green. It’s also a

slightly smaller plant after ten years, reaching about

45 cm (18”) tall.

So much for a couple of the yellow “bees”; let’s

turn to two yellow “birds,” ‘Wren’ and ‘Chikor.’ I

had a lovely plant of ‘Wren’ in my garden on the

mainland, but haven’t got one now. It’s a shame

because it is a stunning dwarf plant that develops a

lovely mounded shape as it ages. It stays short, up

to 30 cm (12”) in ten years, but if it’s happy, it

grows in width. I had it growing in good light with

some afternoon shade and good irrigation. This is

another of the R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ hybrids; the

other parent is R. ludlowii. As I think about this

plant, I find myself wondering why I’m not growing

it now as it’s still a favourite plant and I think this is

one I’ll have to look for this spring.

I do have ‘Chikor,’ a cross between R. rupicola var.

chryseum (R. rupicola Bed 74) and R. ludlowii. It

took me a couple of tries to grow this plant

properly, and learned the hard way that ‘Chikor’

requires excellent drainage and good light. My

‘Chikor’ gets good morning light, but by early

afternoon, it’s in shade.

Nowadays, I make sure to keep the pot bottom

raised off the ground so that the hole in the bottom

doesn’t get plugged up, as I repeat, ‘Chikor’ must

have excellent drainage.

‘Chikor’ develops bronzy leaf colour in the fall, with

leaves turning to a good, bright green in summer. The

soft yellow flowers appear in late April through early

May. Of these two, ‘Wren’ is the easier plant to grow,

but ‘Chikor’ is really cute and worth a bit of fuss.

‘Egret’ and ‘Razorbill’ are a couple more “birds” to

consider, and these are two of my all-time favourite

hybrids. If you know the actual bird, the egret, you

know that it’s snowy white, so this is a fitting name for

the rhododendron hybrid, ‘Egret.’ I like ‘Egret’ so much

I’ve got two planted in the garden and one in a

container. This plant is a bit taller than the ones

mentioned above, reaching over 60 cm ( 24”) within a

few years. It has lovely dark green, fine foliage and

delicate, pure white bell-shaped flowers. The flowers

hearken back to one of its parents, R. campylogynum

(white form) Bed 7s with the other parent being R.

racemosum ‘White Lace’ (R. racemosum ‘Rock Rose’

Bed 22).

R. racemosum ‘Rock Rose’ Bed 22

R. campylogynum (white form) Bed 22



. 

I’ve never seen the latter parent, but I do love R.

campylogynum (Beds 22 & 50) and I have grown the

white form. Both ‘Egrets’ planted out did very well

through the heat dome and are very winter hardy too. I

moved the container plant into the shade during the

heat spell and it came through fine.

Well, what can I say about ‘Razorbill’? It’s just lovely. It

took me awhile to find a plant, as it’s tricky to

propagate so not as widely available as it deserves to

be. The female parent is R. spinuliferum, but ‘Razorbill’

was the result of open pollination, so the pollen parent

is unknown. ‘Razorbill’s’ lovely deep pink flowers are

tubular in shape and borne in great profusion in late

April through early May. My plant is about 75 cm (30”)

tall, and still in the same tiny pot in which I first planted

it. I’d like to move the plant to a larger-sized pot, but

the root ball has become so dense it’s more adobe

brick than root ball and I’m afraid to do anything with it.

So, to water it, I soak the pot in a bucket of water. I

fertilize it regularly with a very weak fertilizer solution

throughout the spring and early summer.

If you can’t find a ‘Razorbill’ but like pink flowers, try

either ‘Wee Bee’ or ‘Too Bee.’ From the names, you

can tell these are both Berg hybrids; they are sisters:

parents are R. campylogynum ‘Patricia’ by R. keiskei

‘Yaku Fairy.’ Both hybrids stay small but form lovely

mounds in time. Flowers open in mid to late April and

my ‘Wee Bee’ will have so many flowers that the

foliage is almost completely hidden. ‘Wee Bee’ has

slightly darker flowers than ‘Too Bee’. Another nice

pink is ‘Wanna Bee’, a slightly larger pink-flowered

Berg hybrid. It’s in the low growing range, reaching up

to 90 cm (3 ft) in ten years.

Sadly, my ‘Wanna Bee’ died in the heat dome, mea

culpa.... I hadn’t realized that the drainage hole in the

container had become plugged, so there was no

drainage, and the combination of a wet root ball and

high temperatures was just too much for the plant. I’m

on the hunt for a replacement as I like the large

trusses; there is a good-sized calyx that gives the

flowers the look of a double flower. ‘Wanna Bee’ is a

cross of R. degronianum subsp. yakushimanum Bed

4w & 15n by R. smirnowii Bed 15s. The foliage is

indumented, reminiscent of its yak heritage.

.

I could go on and on with the birds and the bees, but

there are lots of other lovely small plants to grow.

One of my favourite red-flowered hybrids is ‘Carmen’

Bed 36w. This is an old Rothschild hybrid (3), going

back to 1934. Parents are R. sanguineum subsp.

sanguineum var. didymoides Bed 2e by R. forrestii

subsp. forrestii Repens Group Beds 1 & 18. ‘Carmen’

blooms in late April when it has dark-red, bell-shaped

flowers that are held above the dark green leaves. It

is a dwarf, reaching about 45 cm (18”) in ten years.

At the moment, my ‘Carmen’ is in the ground, but not

in a very good site, so I plan on putting it back into a

container to move it to a cooler site as, according to

the literature, it prefers a cool root zone. One of the

advantages to growing small plants is being able to

move them around easily. Another really nice red-

flowered plant is ‘Ruby Hart’ Beds 1 & 21. This hybrid

came out of the Whitney’s Nursery (4) in 1976. It’s a

hybrid of (Carmen x Elizabeth) x R. elliottii. The plant

itself has dense foliage as it retains its leaves for

three years. The waxy flowers are deep red and

borne in great abundance.

White indumentum of Rhododendron smirnowii

R. degronianum subsp. yakushimanum



Editor’s Notes:

1: Glendoick hybrids continue to be developed in

Scotland at the Glendoick Gardens Rhododendron

specialist nursery, which is run by hybridizer

Kenneth Cox and his wife Jane.

2: Warren E. Berg (1923 - 2006) was a well-known

American Rhododendron hybridizer based out of Pt.

Ludlow, Washington. Mr. Berg is credited with over

900 Rhododendron accessions at the

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in Federal

Way, Washington.

3: Lionel de Rothschild (1882 - 1942) of Exbury,

New Hampshire UK, hybridized 1,204 new

Rhododendrons and Azaleas.

4: Whitney’s Gardens and Nursery was established

in 1955 and is located in Brinnon, Washington.

5. Author Norma Senn recently donated to Darts Hill

Garden Park a lovely Mespilius germanica, common

medlar, now planted at the top of the Upper

Orchard to replace the failing medlar in Bed 25.

Rhododendron ramapo

These two parents are known for their

indumentum, which ‘Golfer’ has inherited in

spades. When it first opens the new foliage is a

nice green, but as the growing season progresses,

the indumentum develops and all the new growth

is soft, fuzzy and white. It’s just gorgeous. So,

there’s a short list of small hybrids to grow

although there are lots more. There’s always room

for one more rhodo and with small plants, it’s fairly

easy advice to follow.

One of the first plants to bloom in my garden is little

‘Mary Fleming’ Beds 5, 41, 51. Depending on the

season, it may be open in early March although mid-

March is more usual. This is a hybrid of R. racemosum

and R. keiskei. In winter, the foliage takes on a bronze

hue but this changes to dark green in the growing

season. The small flowers are “yellowy” with pinkish

overtones and are produced in great abundance. The

colour looks great next to dark blue polyanthus primulas

or muscari. My own plant is in a tough growing spot,

but this old hybrid is sun and heat tolerant, so good old

‘Mary Fleming’ just keeps perking along.

For lovers of purple rhododendrons, try ‘Purple Gem’

Bed 46e or its sister ‘Ramapo’ Beds 46w & 50. These

are the result of a cross between R. fastigiatum by R.

carolinianum. These old hybrids, dating to 1940,

continue to be popular as they are tough garden plants.

The blue-green foliage for both is small and fine-

textured and makes a nice foil to the deep blue/purple

flowers. They can withstand full sun, but need really

good drainage to thrive.

And my last pick for a favourite small hybrid is R.

‘Golfer,’ another Warren Berg hybrid. I have yet to see

this in bloom, but flowers will be pink, fading to white

according to the catalogues. While I look forward to

seeing my plant flower, I really don’t care if it ever

blooms because I love the foliage so much. This is a

cross between R. degronianum subsp. yakushimanum

Bed 4w & 15n and R. pseudochrysanthum Bed 15s.



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an

organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey

to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

dartshill.ca

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) is incorporated under the

BC Societies Act and is a registered charity. Charitable No. 86285 7935 RR0001.

Please consider making a donation.

I took this photo of these doors as they reminded me of a childhood TV show called

The Friendly Giant, when he says: ‘I'll close the big front doors and pull up the

drawbridge after you're gone. Goodbye. Goodbye.’

That’s Schisandra sphenanthera climbing over the arbour. K. Piccott, Editor

Thanks to all contributors and proofreaders:  

J. Good, P. Robertson, S. Murray
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