
HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 

 

Susan Murray’s contributions to Darts Hill Garden Park 

 

Susan first visited ‘Dartshill’ during a garden tour in 1979 to view the Paulownia tomentosa.  

But it wasn’t until 1991 that she recalls meeting Mrs. Darts officially. Kwantlen College was an 

organisation the Darts approached as they considered donating the garden. Susan was 

developing a curriculum for a new Horticulture program at the College. Unfortunately, the 

College couldn’t accept the donation, but Susan recalls Mrs. Darts energetically touring her and 

other Kwantlen staff around the many paths and was truly stunned by the mature tree 

collection. 

As the founder and chair of the Fraser Valley Heritage Tree Society, during the development of 

the Great Tree Hunt, Susan inventoried many of the rare and unusual trees at Darts Hill. 19 

trees were identified as Significant Trees. Susan attended the rock and bronze plaque unveiling 

when the hybrid walnut (Buartnut) received recognition as it received Heritage status. 

In 2002, while Susan was still on staff at Kwantlen, attended the convocation ceremony in 

which Mrs. Darts received her honorary Doctor of Laws degree. Her connection with Darts Hill 

Garden continued. 

Susan visited the garden with her students over the years, never losing touch with this amazing 

place. When the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society was formed in 2002, Susan was 

the Education appointee to the Board from 2002-2004. In 2004, she sat for four years as the 

Chair. Taking the obligatory term break from the Society, she came back to the board, again as 

Education appointee from 2011-2013. In 2016 to 2022, Susan once again chaired the Society. 

Her 2-term, 6-year assignation has now ended. 

Some of the highlights of Susan’s achievements during her involvement at the Garden include: 

• In the early days she focused on Strategic planning, increasing awareness of Darts Hill 
within the garden community, and promoting volunteerism. 

• Produced a slide presentation entitled ‘Darts Hill through the Seasons’. 



• Susan created a Best Practices Report for the City with 50 recommendations for Darts 
Hill Gardens future growth. One of the recommendations included labelling and 
inventorying the garden. 

• Susan was instrumental in the creation of The Collections Committee and the 30-point 
criteria check list and she will continue to take an active role, by attending garden 
centres, researching, and working with the committee to add and replenish Darts Hill 
Garden with the rare and unusual. 

• She created further teams including ‘Membership & Hospitality’ Workshop Coordinating 
Group, Fundraising Team and Book Marketing & Publicity Committee. 

• She worked with the team of volunteers and city employees on the redevelopment of 
the Master Plan for Darts Hill Garden Park 

• Provided a seven-part series on ‘Rare and Unusual Trees’ for The Oracle 

• Presented at the Annual General Meeting:  2018 – Fabulous Gardens and Unusual Plants 
of South Africa; 2020 – Plants from South-West Botanical Province of Western Australia. 

• Led a team of volunteers to recommend unusual plants, including water plants for The 
Pond Renovation Project. 

• Reviewed countless Operating Agreements, Grant Applications, Policies. 

• Liaised with the City regarding their Capital program and the funding received annually 
from SurreyCares. 

• Chaired the Book Project Committee, liaising with Margaret Cadwaladr, Author of ‘A 
Secret Garden – The Story of Darts Hill Garden Park’ as she wrote the book. 

• Chaired the Woodland Collection Project subcommittee. 

• She wrote ‘Message from the Chair’ in 31 of 78 editions of The Oracle. 

• Worked with the City during the demise of the Hazelnut Allee and with the creation of a 
new Nut Orchard. 

• With Ken Warren, Lauren Crosby and a City videographer shot a social media video 
promoting the garden 

• Transcribed historical videos produced by Shaw and Rogers TV. Using a QR code visitors 
will be able to view a short clip from these videos. 

• Edited promotional material created by the City and was the last proofreader for each 
Edition of The Oracle during her term as Chair. 

• Brought Art and Culture into the garden, including the Artist in Residence (AiR) program. 

• Developed a series of 20th Anniversary projects. 

• Took an inventory and wrote an article on the Benches within Darts Hill Garden. 

• She led numerous tours. 

• Working closely with the Society Treasurer, transformed the DHGCT Society to 
Charitable Status. 

• Photographed the garden, plant by plant. (really, this is a slight exaggeration but each 
photo is named for the plant in the picture.) 

Susan considers herself a ‘lifer’ at Darts Hill, which will only continue to benefit this amazing 

garden.  Thank you very much Susan.   


