
February 2022: Comments from the Chair, Susan M. Murray:  

Hello Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Members. As you may have read in the Mail chimp monthly 

mail out, your membership fees will increase as of March 1, 2022 by $5 per Individual Membership. The 

Society has not increased its dues since it was incorporated in 2001. Everything costs more today, from 

small items such as postage stamps to  significant expenses such as the three types of insurance- 

Directors liability, golf cart and Society owned property insurance and general liability insurance the 

Society purchases every year, ($2,935.00 in 2021).  Two types are required as per the Operating 

Agreement the Society has with the City of Surrey (COS). Twenty years ago, when I became a Society 

member, the garden was primarily open on member’s days. This year, it will be open to everyone from 

April to early October three days a week from 11- 3 pm. Did you know the Society pays the COS to 

provide one of the two friendly hosts who welcome visitors to the garden Saturday and Sundays instead 

of a DHGCTS volunteer staffing those days? Twenty years ago, the Society did not have a website nor the 

costs associated with designing, maintaining and troubleshooting one! Twenty years ago, everybody 

paid via check or cash, now electronic payments predominate with their associated service charges. 

Twenty years ago everything was different. I am just amazed that the increase to membership dues is so 

modest! 

As members, we can look forward to an active spring and summer in Darts Hill Garden Park this year. 

Activities and events such as Member’s Days, Plant Sales, Garden Strolls, and Workshops are now listed 

on the online Calendar. Two Sounds of Summer, July 8 and July 27, 2022 are planned by the City of 

Surrey (COS) Partners in Parks.  

The Artist in Residence (AiR) Program will host several artists in the garden this year. Check the online 

calendar for the dates these local artists will be creating art in the garden or hosting talks and tours.  

The Propagation and Plant Sales Group will host the first 2022 plant sale on Sunday April 30.  

Both the Society and COS, are following the guidelines of the COVID 19 Public Health Orders so all 

activities, programs and events are subject to change. Check the Events/calendar to learn of 

cancellations.  

This is my last Oracle update as the second of my two terms of three years comes to an end at our AGM 

on Feb 26. I have enjoyed a fruitful and very busy six years as the Chair of the Darts Hill Garden 

Conservancy Trust Society. I would like to thank all past and present Board members, Committee chairs 

and volunteers for their ongoing support and service. In particular, I would like to thank retired Board 

member Sanne Dryborough and retiring Board member Jane Robinson for their exemplary volunteer 

work. Sharon Lawson has also completed her three year term this year and is standing for re-election. 

Thanks, Sharon for your diligent Board service. It has been a pleasure working with the Society’s Board 

of Directors.  

 The Society has accomplished a very great deal in the past six years. Since 2016, Society membership 

has more than doubled from 186 to close to 400! A number of new standing committees, such as the 

Native Plant Working Group, the Workshop Coordinating Group and the Society’s reactivated Collection 



Committee, have taken on more and more tasks that have greatly benefited the garden and the Society. 

Long standing committees like the Propagation and Plant Sales group and the Membership and 

Hospitality Committee continue their steady support. I admire the stellar job that the Labelling 

Committee has done in recent years to research, edit, and create permanent garden labels. There are 

now 4,449 entries in the Master Inventory! Labelling has significantly improved visitor experience and 

educated all about the rare and unusual plants in the garden.  

In partnership with the City of Surrey, the Society participated in the development of a Master Plan for 

the garden (2018-2019).  The book, A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts Hill Garden Park was published in 

2019 by the Society and a successful book launch party was hosted to mark the occasion.  The Oracle 

newsletter was completely redesigned (2019). The Society hosted a successful Fundraising Auction in 

the fall of 2020.  

 The Society’s website has been regularly updated and refreshed with new images, pages and text. Take 

a look at the new Art in the Garden page, which boasts four stunning videos of artists who have been 

inspired by the garden.  The Society also celebrated its 20th Anniversary in 2021 with a series of excellent 

historical articles in The Oracle plus a special project -the Paul Spriggs Crevice Rock garden 

demonstration in September.  

In April of 2021, the Society became a Charitable Organization. Now the Society has a presence on the 

CanadaHelps fundraising website and a new Support the Garden page on its own website. The DHGCTS 

is fundraising for the Special Projects Fund and the Welcoming Centre Fund in 2022. Perhaps the most 

significant change is that the Society’s Constitution was refreshed and updated with exciting new 

purposes in 2021.  All these changes are the result of a whole lot of work by many individuals.  

In conclusion:  I have learned a very great deal about the administration of a non-profit society during 

my two terms. While it has been trying at times, overall, it has been a very satisfying six years. Thank 

you, everyone! 

See you in Darts Hill Garden Park this spring.  


