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This spring and summer 2021 DHGCTS members and the public

enjoyed quiet, calming strolls in the garden on the Friday, Saturday and

Sunday open days. Summer garden strolls are finished during August

while the garden undergoes annual maintenance activities, but the

garden will reopen for Fall Strolls, Friday, September 3 until Sunday

October 10.

The two COS Sounds of Summer concerts planned for July and August

were cancelled. The September 2 Tickets Only Sounds of Summer

music event in DHGP has already been sold out. The City of Surrey

Darts Hill website link for tickets was Darts Hill Garden Park | City of

Surrey but only 100 tickets were available! Both the Society and COS

are following the guidelines of the COVID19 Public Health Orders

(PHO), so all activities, programs and events are subject to change.

Check the Events/Calendar to learn about the activities and programs

hosted by the Society as well as Partner in Parks offerings and

cancellations of the same, if required.

This spring and summer the Society planned a number of workshops for

both members and the general public. Unfortunately, some workshops

were cancelled due to low registration numbers. On the other hand, the

Workshop Coordinating Group’s online Zoom initiative “Resplendent

Explained” was a resounding success. Many DHGCTS members and

the public joined the ten artists of the Z-inc Art Collective and Friends,

the creators of Resplendent, for a series of free Zoom talks plus Q&A in

June.

20th Anniversary

https://www.surrey.ca/parks-recreation/parks/darts-hill-garden-park
https://dartshill.ca/events/


Each evening featured three artists who spoke about their art installations and answered questions. Thanks to

these artists – on June 10: Lesley Garratt, Rosemary Burden, Amelia Butcher, Willa Downing; on June 17: Polly

Gibbons, Marcus Macdonald, Sophie Macdonald, and on June 24: Claire Moore, Cora Li-Leger, Jan Storer, and

Elizabeth Carefoot. Here is the link to these three Zoom talks. Resplendent Explained Playlist - YouTube

On August 7, the participants of the Explore the Exciting World of Herbs workshop enjoyed learning about the

beautiful herbs and medicinal plants in Bed 97. They also sampled several herb teas while at the Maple Activity

Centre. Find out more about fall/winter workshops at the Society’s Events/Calendar.

Dedicated volunteer groups continued to work through the spring and summer, and much was accomplished in

Darts Hill Garden Park by these active groups. The Labelling Group continued to make and place labels while the

Plant Propagation and Plant Sales group maintained Darts Nursery and sold plants by appointment. The Native

Plant Group weeded, watered and maintained the Native Loop as well, while the wonderful weekly weeders of the

South Surrey Garden Club weeded Beds 26 and several others. The Society’s volunteer artists of Z-inc. Art

Collective and Friends spent considerable energy and time creating, setting up and maintaining their temporary art

installations.

There is always an opportunity to join a DHGCTS volunteer group and

help. Find out more on the volunteer page on our website.

Here’s a call out for volunteers needed right now! If you can help contact

info@dartshill.ca.

The DHGP Collections Committee completed a very ambitious spring and

summer planting program. Approximately 400 herbaceous plants were

purchased and planted in Beds 10, 11, 20, 23, 27, 29, 33, 34, 35e, 97 and

the new entry bed with its newly placed historic Dartshill sign. (Please

note this is the spelling shown on the sign!)

1. Translate interpretive materials into Punjabi, Mandarin or French.

2. Join the DHGCTS Guides to create self-guided walking tours.

3. Join the DHGCTS Fundraising Team to help kick start our next fundraising campaign.

4. Know how to write grants? The Society needs help here, too!

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society was incorporated in November of 2001. That’s twenty years ago

in November 2021! The five original signers of the application are no strangers to DHGP! Douglas Justice, Graham

Laine, Kathy Piccott, James Good and Marlene Gurvich penned their names to the incorporation documents as per

the Society’s Act. The DHGCTS Board is marking this birthday milestone in several ways by supporting four 20th

Anniversary projects.

1. Host the 2021 Crevice Alpine Plant Demonstration with Paul Spriggs on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 19.

2. Create new videos to promote the garden and promote that the Society is a Charitable Organization (filming

is well underway with the first proofs coming late this fall).

Photo:  Sharon 

Lawson

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoxWz12AaEOMyDC4KPfv2l_K8HwcuPa7e
https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/#volunteer


3. Create a 20-year Index for The Oracle (in progress, moving slowly forward year by year).

4. Write historical articles for The Oracle, (three were in the Spring Oracle, three in the Summer Oracle and three

are in this edition! Who will write one or two for the winter edition?)

The DHGCTS Board supports the garden by fundraising. The Society applied for charitable status from the Canada

Revenue Agency (CRA) April 29, 2021. We were successful! The Society is now a Charitable organization! Great

news!

More information about this significant milestone will follow soon. First, the DHGCTS Board must put various

policies and procedures in place. Donors now have two options as to how they may contribute to the long-term

success of Darts Hill Garden Park, by a donation receiving a tax receipt from the Society or a donation to

SurreyCares to the Endowment Fund administered by them.

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) supports SurreyCares, Surrey’s Community

Foundation. To learn more about the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund managed by SurreyCares visit

www.surreycares.org. 2021’s endowment distribution from the Endowment Fund was $274,819.63. This is the

2020 interest generated from the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund. The grant is used by the City of Surrey

each year to fund capital projects within Darts Hill Garden Park to improve and enhance garden infrastructure. 2021

projects like this year’s irrigation system upgrades, new Heritage tree supports and the new granite stairs to the

Darts House suite are gifts to the garden via the Darts Hill Garden Endowment Fund. These kind of projects may

not proceed without the annual grant from SurreyCares.

The DHGCT Society has a significant role in recommending to the City of Surrey, and assisting in prioritizing, the

capital projects which the revenue generated from the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund makes possible.

Please enjoy the warm and sunny days of summer of 2021 but as the fall approaches plan to attend a Garden Stroll.

The garden will be lovely with the bright colours of the last of the summer blooms and its stunning display of fall

fruits and seeds.

Darts Hill Garden Park will reopen after the August rest period in September. Garden Strolls will resume Friday,

Saturday and Sunday from 11- 3 pm in September, beginning September 3 to Sunday October 10. See you in the

garden this autumn!

Cheers, Susan Murray, Chair, DHGCTS

Paeonia rockii – Rock’s tree peony – Bed 34

Early summer flower Early autumn seed pods



SOUTH SURREY GARDEN CLUB AND FRANCISCA DARTS

BY COLLEEN NESBITT, SSGC REPRESENTATIVE ON THE DHGCTS BOARD

This article is the SEVENTH in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021

With permission from the South Surrey Garden Club as it appears in their newsletter

DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK-CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

“I highly recommend it.”

This phrase brings back fond memories of Francisca

Darts and the encouragement and support she provided

to members of the South Surrey Garden Club (SSGC). An

early member of the SSGC and presenter of the Club’s

“Show and Tell” feature, Francisca Darts would arrive at

the podium with a container of freshly cut branches and

blooms, and whether January or June, exhibit the year-

round beauty of her garden. Her generous spirit was

demonstrated by the knowledge she shared and the

encouragement offered to propagate similar plants from

that night’s feature items. The SSGC recognized the

contributions made by Francisca Darts, bestowing upon

her a Lifetime Achievement Award and a commemorative

bench located at Darts Hill Garden Park.

The Club continues to remember and honour her legacy

through the SSGC Francisca Darts Memorial Award

granted annually to a Kwantlen University Horticulture

student.

Throughout the Club’s history, SSGC members

reciprocated through their contributions to the Darts Hill

Garden and by extension the Darts Hill Garden

Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS). Early participation

included the Wednesday Weeders, a group of SSGC

members led by Bernie Milns, who would circulate a

clipboard at the monthly meeting, signing up members

available for upcoming weeding sessions.

This group evolved over time and today continues as the

Darts Hill Weeders, a collection of SSGC members led by

Carol Wong who enjoy maintaining Beds 25 and 26. SSGC

members were also participants in the development of the

Darts Hill Guides.

Darts Hill Garden has been a special location for the SSGC,

serving as the site of numerous Club tours and

workshops, and provided the setting for the Club’s

memorable 25th Anniversary Gala. A warm July evening,

the sights and scents of a gorgeous garden, groups of

friends, live music and canapes, and a piper-led parade of

former Club presidents arriving with birthday cakes to cap

off the celebration.

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society

(DHGCTS) was created in 2001 and works in partnership

with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts

Hill Garden Park. The initial framework of the DHGCTS

included both elected and appointed directors, one of

which was a representative from the SSGC; the SSGC

representation continues to this day. Members of the

SSGC continue to support the garden and DHGCTS in

numerous ways, ranging from participating in the

establishment of the Native Plant area to playing essential

roles on DHGCTS committees including the Collections

Committee, Labelling Group, Darts Hill Guides, and

Propagation and Plant Sales.

Twenty years later the DHGCTS is celebrating its 20th

birthday. The SSGC wishes the DHGCTS a very happy

birthday and continued success!



A PARKING LOT FOR DARTS HILL GARDEN

BY OWEN CROY

This article is the EIGHTH in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021

In 1994, when Edwin and Francisca bequeathed their 7.5 acre (3 ha) property to the City of Surrey under a 999-year

Trust Agreement, I was working as a Park Maintenance Superintendent with no involvement in the acquisition or

management of the property. It was a tumultuous year, as Ed passed away that year, and the Parks Division was

being reorganized by a new City Manager. It wasn’t clear at that time how the City would provide assistance to Mrs.

Darts in the management of the property and her garden, and who would be involved as a key liaison to Mrs. Darts in

ongoing efforts to maintain, operate and ultimately open the garden to the public.

Francisca was worried (and rightly so) that a parking lot would eat up quite a bit of the property, not only for the

parking area itself, but for the access driveway. With her concerns top of mind, I met with the City’s landscape

architect responsible for park planning and design to come up with a draft plan that might overcome Francisca’s

concerns and yet meet the design requirements for a parking area. The design would need to be done in such a way

that the driveway access met the Engineering Department’s minimum distance from the intersection of 168th Street

and 16th Avenue and considered the future widening of both those streets to their ultimate dimensions. The

engineers were not keen on having a driveway open onto what would ultimately be a four-lane major road, and yet

having the driveway open onto the steeper section of 168th Street was not ideal either. Compounding the issue was

that an access onto 168th Street would go right through the middle of the double row of filberts growing on the west

side of the property.

All of that changed in the late winter of 1995, when I was plucked from

obscurity at the park works yard and asked to head up the Parks Division as the

new Manager of Parks. Part of my new role was as the City’s liaison to Mrs.

Darts; that role involved many meetings in her kitchen or while wandering the

garden looking at rare and unusual plants.

From the outset, the City’s intention was to find a way to gradually open the

garden to the public, all the while respecting the need for Francisca’s privacy and

her right to control how the garden would be maintained and further developed

over time.

One of the key issues to opening the garden to the public was the need to provide some level of parking for visitors.

Francisca’s opinion at the time was that there was no need for a parking area within the property, as anyone visiting

the garden could either park in her driveway, or along the street, as had been the case for years when different

garden clubs or individuals would visit the garden. The City’s perspective was different, as we believed that the

garden had regional importance, and would ultimately need to have safe on-site parking, rather than exposing visitors

to the risk of walking along busy streets that had no sidewalks, or plugging up Francisca’s driveway with cars.

The draft design that found acceptance with the City had a new driveway coming in at the

foot of Francisca’s Tractor Road, where there was already a gate and culvert. The new

access driveway would curve to the west, providing access to a small 18-stall parking lot to

be located in the lower field below the orchard, where the ground was most level and there

were no ornamental plants to be disturbed.



I wasn’t personally too excited about plonking a parking lot in the middle of the field, but bravely set up a meeting

with Francisca to review the draft plan and drawings. We sat at the kitchen table, and I dutifully extolled the

advantages of the proposed parking lot. She stared at the plan for a while, then looked up at me and said, “I hate it!”

That was pretty much the end of the meeting, and I sheepishly left to seek alternative solutions.

In short order, we developed a new plan to purchase the two adjacent properties that would add another 15 acres

(6.1 ha) to Darts Hill Garden Park, bringing the total park area to 22.5 acres (9.1 ha). It took a bit of time to execute,

but the City took ownership of the nursery to the north and the forest land to the east. In due course, two additional

parking areas were developed that spared the historical field and gardens from an unsightly asphalt parking lot.

I thought that Francisca would be quite excited that we

would be building a new parking area to the east for visitors,

but she was not all that interested in the project. What she

was more excited about was that she and Ed had originally

owned that land as part of a larger 50-acre (20-ha) parcel, and

that it had found its way back into park holdings.

Today, with the wonderful Magnoliaceae and Rhododendron

plantings on the south and west side of the park, framing the

open events area, we can all recognize that Francisca was

right once again on her ideas for a Plantsman’s Garden for

the City.

EARLY DAYS WITH MRS. DARTS

BY GRAHAM LAINE

This article is the NINTH in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021

When I was asked to write a piece for The Oracle focusing on Francisca I had to come to terms with the fact that I

did not have the degree of social contact with her that others had, notably those having written excellent pieces in

past issues. That said, I had much more social contact in the later years when Francisca needed more help and

care.

Over the course of my 22 years at Darts Hill I went from working around eight hours a week (initially cutting grass)

to full time, and then some. I clearly had to prove myself to Ed and Francisca from the outset and I believe my

acceptance by them was in no small way due to my getting on with the work and not wasting any time on idle

chatter or personal questions.

My first sighting of Francisca was in late ‘87 when as a passenger on 16th Ave. I

looked up the 'tractor road' to see a lady with a wheelbarrow. That image stayed

with me and I resolved to find out what was behind the trees and shrubbery on the

16th Ave. and 168th St. fence line. In the early spring of 1988 I walked down the

driveway and met Ed Darts at the back door. At that time Francisca was at U.B.C.

doing a 'Hort Line' radio segment. That first conversation with Ed led to my starting

work in the garden. I also got my first lesson in Botanical Latin when Ed told me

how to properly pronounce Viburnum fragrans, in flower at the time below the

house.

Charlie Sale & Francisca Darts at the newly created parking lot.  

Photo from the Darts’ collection.



I have to say I do not precisely remember the first time I met Francisca, although I'm guessing it would have been

at the time of my first grass cut there.

Perhaps I should say here that fate must have played a role in the above. I was keen to get back into gardening after

spending many years working in light and heavy construction. I had no illusions of gaining full-time work at Darts

Hill. It would be just the first of many maintenance contracts I would get in those early years. But, here's the thing:

most of those contracts were a direct result of Francisca putting my name forward in some way and of our mutual

connection to the South Surrey Garden Club in its infancy, also a result of my being at the garden.

One of my earliest recollections of helping Francisca in the

garden was rounding up the Black Angus steers that had

pushed through a small gate into the upper orchard. This had

happened before and perhaps for this reason Ed decided to end

the grazing arrangement with a local farmer. When the steers

were finally gone I set to work removing the post and barbed

wire fence that enclosed the entire lower fields.

Cow pasture perimeter, 

provided by G. Laine

Following the removal of the pasture fence, the area below the house was opened up, and to me the steep grass

slope beside the Heritage Walnut presented itself as being an ideal access point to enter the field area from the

house. I ran this idea past Ed and Francisca and while they were not convinced they allowed me to come up with a

work plan.

As luck would have it, I spotted a large pile of broken exposed

aggregate concrete pieces in a farm area that would become

Northview Golf Course. I got permission and arranged to have

two truckloads delivered to the work area off 16th and

proceeded to sort, trim and fashion the steps there before

transporting up the hill. This also gave Francisca the opportunity

to inspect the layout and after I fashioned the first lower set she

commented that they were too narrow and would not look right.

Many new beds were added in the ensuing years with new pathways constructed to link them together. Often

when Francisca and I were in the same area of the garden she would share with me the name and history of a

nearby plant; whether grown from seed, donated or purchased.

One of my earliest projects at Darts Hill was constructing the 4" x 4" yellow cedar retaining wall to the north of the

garage where Francisca would place all pots and tins of propagated seedlings to grow in before planting out.

When I had more time to spend in the garden and with the development of the new beds Francisca was keen to

transplant shrubs from congested areas in the east garden. I would fret sometimes that moving a decent size

'special’ rhododendron would result in its demise. They were all special, of course, and rarely did we lose a plant to

the move.

I refashioned them to her approval and set to work laying out the rest of the flight. My take-away from this exercise

was that while I had an idea for a project, Francisca's 'eye' for how it would finally fit in the garden set the stage for

future garden structural projects. When they were completed and believing that the concrete was clearly from a

scrubbed barn floor, Francisca declared them to be the 'Dairy Steps’.

I believe it was at that point that Francisca had visions of expanding the garden plantings in new beds south of the

house that would be visible from the deck.

Francisca and Ed on the ‘Dairy Steps’



There were a few times when I saw Francisca visibly upset by events in

the garden:

1. In the early ‘90s a huge north limb of the Heritage Walnut below the

house broke off and crashed down, reaching the lawn area at the

house basement.

2. When, in two separate storms, two large white pines blew down on

the 16th Ave. fence line.

3. When the original pollinator crabapple Malus 'Dolgo' in the upper

orchard completely split apart in a snow and ice storm and had to be

removed.

4. During a very intense rain event when water was gushing and rushing

throughout the garden creating erosion.

5. And who can forget when Gus, as a little puppy, disappeared yipping

into the forest, and Francisca feared he had been taken by a coyote.

Thankfully he returned the next day none the worse for his escapade.

The Heritage Walnut illuminated to 

improve the view from the kitchen 

table on winter evenings.

Following the gift of the garden to the City of Surrey a task force was formed to prepare and set down a vision for

the garden going forward as per the wishes of Ed and Francisca. Being on any kind of committee was so foreign to

me and I wondered what I could contribute to the venture. It was Francisca's wish however that I be a part of this

process. I continued and enjoyed the opportunity to listen and learn from others in the group. When the task force

morphed into a Society with a Board I often felt out of my depth and it was only with Francisca's encouragement

that I stayed with it for some time.

In the later years of my time at Darts Hill, consideration and time was spent on making areas of the garden more

accessible and safe for Francisca to navigate as her health slowly declined and she became more frail. These

included a ramp to the back door, hand-rails on some steps and steeper paths, and lights along the driveway.

Francisca was officially Director of the Garden and there came a time when she had to think about passing this

responsibility on. I recall one day Francisca offering me the opportunity to take over as Director at some point. I felt I

had to decline the offer as I had no formal training or education in horticulture. Francisca continued as Director for

many more years and I would help out wherever I could.

Outside of the garden Francisca and I enjoyed a few outings:

• Notably a day trip with a group from the task force to Milner Gardens in Qualicum on Vancouver Island where

after the tour we had cake to celebrate Francisca’s birthday.

• Another was several hours spent in Stanley Park where Alleyne Cook led a group on a tour of the rhododendron

gardens.

Francisca admiring Ed’s favourite 

Rhododendron damaris x lacteum. 

Eventually, with the increasing time spent on maintaining the garden

by Surrey Parks staff I was able to gradually reduce my hours in the

main garden and focus more on helping Francisca and working on the

Life Estate.

I believe it was in 2003 that the basement was renovated to include a

caregiver suite. With the help of ongoing live-in care, Francisca spent

many more years in comfort, enjoying the home and garden.



Resplendent 2021

The temporary outdoor exhibition Resplendent organized

by Z.inc Artist Collective seemed especially poignant this

year. Postponed from spring 2020 because of the COVID-

19 pandemic, it was indeed sweet to be back at Darts Hill

Garden. Eleven Z.inc and guest artists with unique

perspectives created installations that invited the public to

approach their surroundings in a poetic and artistic way.

Hopefully the show’s long run (12 weeks, from May 7 to

July 31) partially offset the pandemic restriction of number

of visitors to the garden. We were pleased to extend the

exhibition by an additional week to accommodate events

organized by Surrey Civic Theatres at Darts Hill Garden in

early August.

Artists participated in a series of online talks called

“Resplendent Explained” in June. There was good public

attendance and the artists enjoyed the opportunity to

provide more context and thoughts about their work. A big

thank you to Rosina Cuk for initiating this event.

We truly appreciate the continued encouragement and

support from DHGCTS as well as City of Surrey garden

staff at all stages of this project, with special thanks to

Susan Murray and Ken Warren. Z.inc would like to

acknowledge the financial support of the City of Surrey’s

Cultural Grant Program.

Willa Downing

Z.inc Artist Collective
Photos:  Scarlett Black



UpcomingSchedule

New self-guided tour for autumn 

interest can be found at this link:

Darts Hill Garden Members 

Updates

I have no special musings to impart for my

article in this newsletter. I encourage

everyone to take advantage of all the activities

during the openings in the garden in

September and beginning of October.

Members should make a special note of the

Members only + guests days in October,

November and an added one in December this

year. I expect to be on at the Welcome Table

to greet you for those, with toque down to my

eyebrows and scarf up to my nose.

Enjoy another great fall in Darts Hill Garden

Park.

PUBLIC (and member) STROLLS are 

Friday/Saturday/Sundays, Sept. 3  through 

to Oct. 10, 2021, 11am-3pm

GARDEN CREVICE DEMONSTRATION

Sunday, Sept. 19, 11am-3pm

Donation suggested.

ALPINE GARDEN CLUB PLANT SALE

Sunday, Sept 19, 2021

Maple Meadows area of DHG

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOPS

MEMBERS ONLY

Nov. 27 and Nov. 28, 10am-1pm

MEMBERS’ DAYS

Sunday, October 17, 11am-3pm

Sunday, November 14, 11am-3pm

Sunday, December 12, 11am-3pm

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

Photographer of this autumn scene is unknown.

It was taken from the Darts’ collection

Editor:  Kathy Piccott

Once again, thanks to the proof readers: 

James Good, Pam Robertson, and Susan Murray

https://dartshill.ca/members/


PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE
Provided by Pam Yokome

The Darts Hill Propagation Group is looking forward to the return of more normal plant sales on September

19 and September 25. The plunge beds are full with all kinds of old garden favourites and lots of new and

exciting seed-grown selections. We also have dozens of unnamed but unusual hydrangeas that our group

grew from cuttings from Sue Klapwijk’s garden. Many are blooming now so you will be able to pick a

favourite colour or species. The Alpine Garden Club of B.C. will be holding their Fall Plant sale in Maple

Meadows on September 19 as well, where garden visitors will be able to shop. The AGC-BC sales always

have many rare and unusual plants and many of their growers have an over abundance of plants to offer.

While up in that area make sure you take in the Crevice Garden Demo for inspiration on another way to

showcase your plants and gardening skills. See the poster included in this newsletter for more details.

The Propagation Group took on another project over the last few months and we are getting close to being ready for

the Paul Spriggs demonstration on Crevice Rock Gardens in a Trough scheduled for September 19. Paul sent us the

recipe for the hypertufa mix and construction instructions which included “more and bigger” is best. So that’s what

we did. A Little Rock hunting and sand delivery and we will be ready to watch Paul create crevice gardens in these

new additions to the garden in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Darts Hill Garden Park Conservancy Trust

Society.

Photos:  Scarlett Black

Photos:  Pam Yokome

CREVICE ROCK GARDENS



SAVE THE DATE!



UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
2021 Fall Herb Workshops with 

Ana Dushyna, M.Sc. in Pharmacy

During this workshop you will learn about Medicinal

plants that may help to resist typical seasonal

illnesses like colds, coughs and nasal congestion, as

well as about herbs which will help you to prevent

such a condition. An ounce of prevention is worth a

pound of cure!

This workshop will include info how to harvest, and

herb use. Handouts will be available too. We may

again offer a tea tasting with different herbs to

explore more of them.

$15.00 per participant.

Meet at the Maple Meadows, 1680 - 168th St. Be

prepared for the weather as we will look at plants in

the garden.

Herbal Remedies 
for Seasonal Ills

October 9, 2021

10am – 11am

Tasty Medicinal Plants

September 11, 2021

10am - 11am

There are lots of different herbs available in

stores or to grow in our gardens. In this

workshop you will discover the herbs that are

both culinary and medicinal. We will learn the

history and traditions of usage and how to add

more flavour to our meals and everyday life.

This workshop will include info how to harvest

and herb use. Handouts will be available too.

We may again offer a tea tasting with different

herbs to explore more of them.

$15.00 per participant.

Meet at the Maple Meadows, 1680 - 168th

Street. Be prepared for the weather as we will

look at plants in the garden. Darts Hill Garden

Park will be open from 11 am to 3 pm after the

workshop, so please feel free to enjoy a stroll in

the garden!

TENTATIVE! FALL HARVEST EVENT

Partners in Parks (PIP) are planning to host a

Fall Harvest Event in Darts Hill Garden Park on

Saturday, September 18. Apple gleaning and

other activities are in the works.

More details to come!

Contact info@dartshill.ca for information on registration.

mailto:info@dartshill.ca


Gymnocladus dioica
Kentucky Coffee Tree

Bed 53s

This photo by K. Piccott

Native to central and eastern United States and Canada

(Ontario & Quebec), the drought-tolerant Kentucky

Coffee Tree, in Bed 53s, has grown quite tall. The up-to

10” long reddish brown pods (25cm), formed from

flowers, ripen in October. Early settlers roasted and

ground the seeds from these pods to brew a coffee-like

beverage. Note: unroasted pods and seeds are very toxic.

Provided by K. Piccott

Leaves from this tree are late to leaf

out in spring and one of the first to

drop in the fall. Due to the height of

our tree it is difficult to see the leaf

structure but the photo above shows

new growth on one of the few lower

limbs. The scaly, grey-brown bark is

worth a look, if you are visiting the

garden in late autumn, early winter.

After spending regular time each week upkeeping

my plant-based works in the Resplendent

exhibition, it felt like a luxury to begin my artist

residence in July with ’permission’ to focus on a

new and different kind of project.

My residency aim was to create a small

handmade artist book comprised of drawings

made from my time in the garden. This was

probably easier said than done, as my first

feelings were that of being somewhat lost and

overwhelmed by the sheer abundance of forms.

Where to look? Where to focus? Where to begin?

After about two weeks of wandering, pondering,

observing, photographing and sketching, I have

embarked on a theme which I am calling A

Language of Trees. I enjoy the process of working

with an image many times over, distilling it down

to simple marks until some kind of pattern or truth

appears to reveal itself. A couple of rough

examples are attached. I am hoping to have the

book finished by the early fall, after which I will

produce an edition of 10 to donate to the

DHGCTS, with heartfelt thanks for this wonderful

opportunity.

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
Cora Li-Leger
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Visiting the Garden in our new reality

In July the garden was opened to drop in visitors. This spring we had approximately 3500 people visit the garden

during our strolls alone. While the numbers are lower than previous years, they are far ahead of last year’s totals.

Maple Meadows 

Staff have been working to fight back the blackberries

along our northern property line. As a result, the

holding area has recently expanded and we’ve

discovered a few more apple trees.

In addition, we will be painting the MAC as part of our

regular maintenance this next month. We will have

general touch-ups done throughout the garden. If you

notice areas that need a lick of paint, please let staff

know and we’ll add it to the list.

Z.inc and Friends’ temporary art exhibition Resplendent, brought new visitors into the

garden. Many volunteer hours went into the building and maintaining of the exhibits.

You can see the process highlighted the artists’ social media pages. We would like to

thank the artists for their time and the Society for coordinating the exhibition. It was an

engaging way to augment one’s experience of the garden throughout the season. The

exhibition was extended into August to include Surrey Civic Theatre’s “POP: Stroll in

Darts Hill Garden Park.”

To start off our fall season, we will be welcoming Cannery Row as part of the Sounds of Summer concert event

being hosted at Darts Hill Garden Park on September 2. Due to current restrictions the concert is a ticketed event

and is sold out. However, we look forward to welcoming the public and members back to the garden the next day on

September 3rd.

August has brought a quieter time to the garden. Most of the garden’s bloom have passed and the garden

is closed to the public. As such, we’re moving forward with projects in preparation for reopening in

September.

Tree Work

With the August closure we will be having tree work

done in the garden. As some of you may have heard, the

Morus alba (white mulberry) split apart last weekend.

We’ve had an assessment done on the tree and we may

try to save one of the arms. In addition to this we will be

moving forward with slated tree work throughout the

garden.

Thermostat

The thermostat program has been approved by our

cyber security team.

Presently, we are

working through the

logistics of creating

a secure internet

connection with our

IT department.



Entrance Improvements

Staff and volunteers have been busily cleaning up

and planting the area around the former works

yard. The area behind the building is where Claire

Moore’s sculpture has been featured.

The historical wrought iron sign (originally located

at the entrance to Mr. & Mrs. Darts’ private

driveway) has been mounted for all visitors to

view as they walk towards the Meet & Greet

area. Summer pruning has been carried out to

increase sightline into the garden from the

parking lot.

Pathway Improvements 

We expect work to commence on Gunnera Walk this

September. We are looking forward to having a

complete loop for the golf carts in 2022.

Work has started on modifications to the Native Loop

Path. We will be eliminating the steepest part of the

path and extending it to come out near the middle of

bed 8w. It so happens that this change will also provide

us with an opportunity to showcase the new plantings

in this bed. We expect this work to be completed at the

end of this month.

In addition, we will be completing the Nut Orchard

project by raising and resurfacing the adjacent path.

The nut trees are starting to flourish. I recommend that

you take some time to wander through this section of

the garden on your next visit. It’s interesting to see

what trees are taking well to their new home.

We wanted to take the

opportunity to thank all

the volunteers who

have been working so

diligently to maintain

the beds at Darts Hill

Garden Park.

Work continues with repairs to the irrigation chamber in

the SE corner of the main parking lot. A new chamber

has been installed; we will be proceeding with the

installation of an overflow pipe into the drains this

September.

A contractor has been retained and we will be

proceeding with the installation of a drip irrigation

system in Bed 41 next week. We will continue with

irrigation upgrades through out the fall in Beds 25, 24w

and 24e.

Irrigation

Things are looking very nice in the areas where

they have been working. We just wanted to remind

everyone that when working in the garden to

please find Ken before commencing, to discuss

work plans and notify him if there will be any debris

piles.

Again, thank you very much for all the hard work.

We do appreciate it.



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an

organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey

to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

dartshill.ca

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) is incorporated under the

BC Societies Act and is a registered charity. Charitable No. 86285 7935 RR0001.

Please consider making a donation.

Photos from the Darts’ collections.
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