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OFFICIAL NOTICE of the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

of the 

DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY 

TRUST SOCIETY

Saturday, MARCH 13, 2021

10 am- 12 pm

via ZOOM

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society’s 2021

AGM will be held remotely due to the restrictions on

gatherings due to COVID 19, with voting to occur via

Zoom, using the chat function or raised hands. The Zoom

link will be in the March Mailchimp to the membership,

which will go out at the beginning of March. Look for it!

The complete AGM package is now available on the

DHGCTS website, on the Members page. If you have any

questions or a nomination for the sole Board seat open in

2021, please forward them to info@dartshill.ca prior to

Monday March 8 as the DHGCTS Board will meet that day

from 1- 3 pm to finalize AGM details.

20th Anniversary

mailto:info@dartshill.ca


MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: 
SUSAN MURRAY

Darts Hill Garden Park will, hopefully, be busy this spring and summer with activities and events

such as Members’ Days, Friday/Saturday/Sunday Strolls, Native Plant Group work parties, and a

Temporary Art Installation sponsored by the Z.inc Art Collective titled ”Resplendent”. The

“Resplendent” exhibition in the garden is scheduled for May 7 to July 31, 2021 on garden stroll

days. Two Sounds of Summer, July 28 and August 11, are planned by the City of Surrey (COS)

Partners in Parks but may be cancelled as they were in 2020. Both the Society and COS, are

following the guidelines of the COVID 19 Public Health Orders so all activities, programs and

events are subject to change. Check the Events calendar to learn of cancellations.

The Artist in Residence (AiR) Program will host five artists in the garden this year. Check the

calendar for the dates these local artists will be creating art in the garden. Come by and talk with

them and learn how plein air work inspires their art.

The Propagation and Plant Sales Group will host the first 2021 plant sale on Sunday April 18.

Check the Events calendar to learn of the cancellation of Plant Sale Days, if cancellations are

mandated.

I am very pleased to announce that the

DHGCTS was successful in our recent

application to the City of Surrey Cultural Grants

Program and will receive a $5,000 grant to

digitize the book, “A Secret Garden: the Story

of Darts Hill Garden Park” in 2021. The Grant

will also support the honoraria offered to our

five Artists in Residence. Surrey City Council

met on Monday January 25, 2021 and

approved the recommendations for grant

funding presented by the Cultural Grants

Evaluation Committee. Here is a link to the

article in the Surrey Now Leader:

Surrey council approves $420,570 in grants for 

local arts, culture groups – Surrey Now-Leader

A total of $420,570 was awarded to 74 community groups like ours. The Society is grateful our

application was approved. Take a look to see which other groups received grants this year. Many

thanks to DHGCTS treasurer Ron Fawcett for ensuring the Society’s application received a 2021

award.

This year the Society will host a number of

workshops to both members and the public. Find

out more at the Events calendar.

https://dartshill.ca/events

https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/surrey-council-approves-420570-in-grants-for-local-arts-culture-groups/
https://dartshill.ca/events/


Did you know the North American Rock Garden

Society (NARGS) published an article in its

Winter 2020/2021 magazine, the Rock Garden

Quarterly, featuring the Alpine Garden at DHGP?

Pam Yokome wrote the text which was

illustrated, with images of alpines in bloom in

the Tufa Alpine Bed, by Susan Murray. Check it

out at:

Darts Hill Garden Park Tufa Alpine Bed | Article |

North American Rock Garden Society

(nargs.org)

The Darts Hill Garden Park Welcome Pavilion Steering Committee met via Zoom several times in

2020 with PUBLIC Architecture to assist in the development of the design program for the new Entry

Building. Design work progressed very well, quite quickly. PUBLIC Architecture presented their

design program, schematics and 3D renderings to the Society’s Board of Directors on Monday

January 25. The new building, when constructed, will create a much more dynamic, flowing and

functional entry to Darts Hill Garden Park.

The Welcome Pavilion has three universal washrooms, several covered areas, a ticket booth,

storage and a small volunteer meeting room. PUBLIC Architecture is scheduled to present their

designs to the general membership at the end of our AGM March 13. Plan to attend the AGM and

plan to stay online to learn more about this exciting development which is part of the overall Master

Plan for DHGP introduced at last year’s AGM.

Let’s hope that 2021 proceeds a little more smoothly than 2020 vis a vis COVID 19.

See you in Darts Hill Garden Park this spring.

2021 IS THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY TRUST SOCIETY.

The Society’s Board agreed to support four projects to mark the 20th Anniversary (2001-2021).

1. Host the 2021 Crevice Alpine Plant Demonstration by Paul Spriggs scheduled for April 17 (Pam

Yokome)

2. Create a new video of DHGP to promote the garden and promote that the Society is becoming

a Charitable Organization (Dan Nielsen and Susan Murray)

3. Create a 20-year Index for The Oracle (Kathy Piccott)

4. Write a historical article(s) for The Oracle (Susan Murray)

https://www.nargs.org/article/darts-hill-garden-park-tufa-alpine-bed
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UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

I am happy to welcome you here with great news that the

Members-only Day, Sunday, Feb.28th has been approved. If time

in Darts Hill Garden feels like something you really need right

now, make sure your membership is current, or apply for one

right away. Then book your two hours of Garden Therapy at

info@dartshill.ca.

Also for members, the AGM is being held on Saturday, Mar. 13th.

We will miss our great social gathering, but it is important we

get the Society’s business conducted. To attend, look for a

Zoom link in the March members email. The agenda and other

documents can be found at dartshill.ca/members.

Of special interest at the meeting will be PUBLIC Architecture’s

presentation of the design for the Reception Pavilion to be built

in the visitors' welcome area at Darts Hill Garden.

On the following day, Sunday, March 14th, we hope to hold

another Members-only Day. Then we look forward to our public

openings starting in April.

Check the Events Schedule for the status of all openings and

upcoming workshops, plant sales and other events we hope to

hold throughout the year.

The 2021 Annual General Meeting

(AGM) of the Society will NOT be

held face to face as in previous

years.

Members in good standing are

eligible to vote
Stay safe and walk by the ocean or

through a forest whenever you can.

MEMBERS’ DAY
Sunday, January 10, 11pm - 3pm

MEMBERS’ DAY 
Sunday, February 28, 11-1pm & 1- 3pm

Due to limits of people, you must pre-

book your visit

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
VIRTUALLY, Saturday, March 13, 

10-noon

MEMBERS’ DAY 
Tentatively scheduled for 

Sunday, March 14 11pm - 3pm

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://dartshill.ca/members/
https://dartshill.ca/events/


THE BENCHES OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK
BY SUSAN M. MURRAY

Darts Hill Garden Park is very well known for its hundreds of Rhododendrons, Magnolias and its mature tree

collection. The plants are the prime reason visitors come to the garden. Many other elements, besides the plant

collection - such as the pond and waterfall, the beautifully constructed walls and steps, the basalt and sand alpine bed

and the tufa alpine bed - and a variety of site furnishings such as the benches and bronze mule deer sculpture

complement the plantings and add to the enjoyment of visitors. This article takes a look at the site furnishings, in

particular, the benches in Darts Hill Garden Park which add interest plus a place to rest and admire the views year

round. Some of these benches were placed decades ago. Darts Hill Garden Park is dotted with thirty-two benches,

both in the Historic Garden and in the larger park. Here is an account of the unusual, rustic and commemorative

benches.

This article is the first in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021

Oxcart benches in Bed 19 and Bed 15s

These two unusual benches were originally donated by Heather and William (Bill) Stilwell to the Cloverdale Library

(they may have been purchased from the Cloverdale Antiques Mall). The Stilwells’ were very prominent Surrey

citizens in their day. Heather Stilwell was a Canadian political activist and with her husband Bill began the New

Christian Party, a Federal political party. Later, Mrs. Stilwell worked tirelessly as a public trustee on the Surrey School

Board while Bill was employed by the Engineering Department.

The location of the benches at the Cloverdale Library

was unsuitable due to the activities of the local youth

and George Budin, Surrey Manager, Park Operations -

South Area, made arrangements for the benches to be

moved to their present locations in Darts Hill Garden

Park in the late 1990’s.

The oxcart wheels which form the back rests of the

benches may originate from Phrae, the northern province

of Thailand. Graham Laine recalls that the wheels are

made of teak. Interestingly, the name/type of oxcart can

be deduced from the diameter of the wagon wheel. The

wheels used to construct the oxcart benches in Darts

Hill are 46 - 48 inches (117 cm – 122 cm) in diameter.

Oxcarts with wheels of this small size are known as

Phrae oxcarts.

Oxcart bench 

Bed 19

Oxcart bench 

Bed 15S

Cedar bench in Bed 47

The lovely wood bench in Bed 47 was built by Bill Gurvich. The bench was constructed with a cedar seat and arbutus

back and arms. This bench is not usable today as the wood has become home to various wood boring insects,

lichen, algae and fungi. It is covered with Clematis armandii and soon it will become part of the natural environment

once again.

Bill Gurvich, about 2000/2001, began making wooden benches and

also created a beautiful arbour and trellis. Marlene Gurvich wrote a

garden article for Canadian Gardener which featured a number of these

works. Francisca Darts viewed the benches in the Gurvichs’ garden

and commissioned one for her garden too (cost approx. $100). The

bench Gurvich made for Mrs. Darts, now in Bed 47, was originally

situated outside the kitchen door of Darts House with a commanding

view of the property.



In the picture, circa December 2001, likely taken by

Graham Laine with Marlene’s camera, the garage is

glimpsed behind the bench.

After a walk in the garden, Francisca Darts and Marlene,

who were friends, would sit on the bench and chat, often

with a cup of tea in hand.

. Basalt stone bench in Bed 22

The basalt stone bench in Bed 22 is the smallest bench in the garden. It was built by Parks Development Services

employee Stephan Kropf in the spring of 2016 and is constructed of two basalt columns with a smooth polished slab

seat This simple back less bench in the Woodland Garden complements the bold basalt stairs and basalt stack

retaining walls in Beds 10 and 22. It overlooks the Heritage Buartnut tree (Heritage butternut tree).

Marlene Gurvich & Francisca Darts

In a January 31, 2021 email, Stephan Kropf wrote:

I believe the basalt bench was purchased from Bedrock

Natural Stone in Surrey. I selected that particular bench

because it fit the relatively small space where it is placed

and still allowed for movement around the landing. The

bench is relatively unassuming and continues the theme

of the stone staircase with the basalt slab steps and

gravel pathway. The basalt provides effective contrast

with the green foliage and is a strong foundation against

the cascading greenery of the woodland garden. Building

with stone produces a timeless feeling to the user while

the heaviness. and age of the stone evokes a feeling of

permanence“.

The woodland staircase feels as if it is quite old when in reality it is a relatively young construction. The quiet location

is a great place to sit and contemplate beneath the tree canopy or gaze across the Darts Hill grounds through the

Walnut and Spanish chestnut.”

Basalt is mined locally in quarries found along the Squamish-Whistler corridor. Basalt is a type of igneous rock formed

by the rapid cooling of basaltic lava. Did you know basalt is a common rock found on both the surface of the moon

and Mars?

Rustic log benches

A number of rustic log benches are placed in several

locations in the garden. Look in the Native Loop Bed 7e

and 7n (two Siberian elm logs) and also in Bed 97 (big

leaf maple log), the Bee Garden.

In the two years since the Siberian elm benches were

placed, the bark has sloughed off revealing a pimple

pattern of epicormic buds. These three rustic log

benches were hewn out of huge trunks by Surrey Parks

employee Scott Hample in 2018 (Siberian elm bench)

and 2019 (maple bench).



Frances Andrew park benches

For many years Darts Hill Garden Park was home to a

number of decorative wood and cast iron benches. These

have all been replaced as part of a multiyear replacement

program which began in earnest in 2015, when two new

benches were added to the garden to complete the pond

and waterfall landscape, with four more added each year

in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. New bench locations were

determined by the City of Surrey in consultation with the

author on behalf of the Society. All the replacement

benches were purchased from Frances Andrew Site

Furnishing Ltd, a local Surrey based company that

markets its site furnishings around the world. Francisca Darts sitting on a Frances Andrew park bench

The seat of all the park benches is made of Ipe

hardwood. It is smooth sanded and then sealed. Ipe is

highly valued for it long lasting durability. Ipe refers to

not one, but seven different tree species within the

genus Tabebuia, from Central and South America. Ipe is

often called Brazilian ipe. (pronounced Eee pay) or

Brazilian walnut. Ipe hardwood is ideally suited for

outdoor applications as it:

• Weathers well outdoors, lasting for decades

• Resists surface scratches

• Three times harder than cedar

• One of the densest hardwoods, it sinks in water

• It has the same fire rating as steel and concrete, making it a more fire-resistant choice than softwoods

• It has high concentrations of tannic acid, which makes it resistant to rot, insects, and fungi.

The park benches in Darts Hill Garden Park are the Cast Series 10, with standard cast aluminum arms and posts for

strength and durability. Take a close look at the three Frances Andrew benches in the Meet and Greet area and the

one south of the garage. All four of these benches have a personalized name casting on their armrests.

Unfortunately they are cast “Dart’s Hill Gardens” instead of Darts Hill Garden.

Cast armrest by grape arbourCast armrest by Meet & Greet

Decorative cast iron bench after cleaning



Mary Dunn, a good friend of Mrs. Darts and former Society volunteer, in an email

January 29, 2021 said.

“Francisca phoned me one morning and said someone wanted to put a deer in the

garden, and what did I think? Turned out to be the statue. She definitely did not

want anything to be placed in the garden, but she explained it was to be bronze,

and we talked about size and so on. I said I thought it might be kind of nice, as long

as it wasn't followed by a flood (a herd?) of similar requests. I think it is quite

lovely.”

Bed 40: “Millennium Gift Courtesy Delta Credit Union“.

Here is Charlie Sale’s comment about this gift to the garden in 2000 from the Delta Credit Union:

“Francisca and Ed thoroughly hated the established banks because of the banks lack of support. They

were turned down for farm loans when they were deemed to not be farmers. The Credit Union lent them money

on favourable terms and they, in turn, praised them at every opportunity. The irony is that Ed was

particularly careful with their money and probably could have managed without borrowing.”

Bed 26: “Francisca and Ed Darts Thank you for this Plantsman’s

Garden South Surrey Garden Club January 1998.”

James Good, Treasurer of the South Surrey Garden Club, presided

at an unveiling ceremony as Mrs. Darts removed the red ribbon

wrapped around the bench. (See p. 129 in A Secret Garden the

Story of Darts Hill Garden Park for photos!)

The bench was placed at the southern end of Bed 40. Later, a gravel path was built adjacent to the bench and then

enlarged and the bench was subject to damage from maintenance vehicles. It was moved to a quieter location in

Bed 26. The South Surrey Garden Club has maintained Bed 26 for many years. Francisca Darts was a lifetime

member of the club and very well known for her “Show and Tell” talks about the plants in her garden at club

meetings.

Commemorative benches

Six Frances Andrew park benches have commemorative plaques mounted on their back rests. Find these special

benches in:

Bed 8w: “Count your blessings, everyday” D.G. (Don) Robson.

In a February 2, 2021 email, Charlie Sale, a long-time friend of Francisca and Ed Darts, responded to the request for

information about this bench plaque with these comments: “Don Robson supported the garden financially.

Francisca spoke very kindly of him to me. His widow's gift of the deer just arrived unexpectedly. Francisca was

adamant about not having statuary in her garden but out of respect for Don kept it but had it placed buried amongst

the rhododendrons deep into the garden.”

In 2000, his widow donated the bronze sculpture, created by artist Steve Tyree, to commemorate Don Robson’s life.

Donald George Robson was a leader, teacher, poet, philosopher and a comedian according to the plaque placed at the

foot of the deer statue. The mule deer peers out of the native garden about 10 metres or so east of the Frances

Andrew bench with its “Count your blessings everyday” plaque. It is the only permanent piece of sculpture in Darts

Hill as Mrs. Darts was not in favour of more.

Bed 8w: “From a Grateful Union C.U.P.E. Local 1767- BC Assessment The Executive Board”.

Charlie Sale wrote that: “Ed was a staunch supporter of this organization.”

The deer sculpture is very popular among visitors to the garden. When Mary Dunn was guiding a tour during her

tenure as Dart Hill Guide chairperson, she would lead them close to it, but not say anything. Someone would spot it,

and call out, thinking it was real!



Upper Orchard: “Donated to Darts Hill Garden Don’t sit under the apple tree with anybody but us. Dick and Jane

Keene”.

Here are Mr. Sale’s thoughts about this commemorative bench and plaque:

“My recollection is that they were immediate neighbours above Francisca with whom she had a very good

relationship. They received many plants from her.”

Next time you visit Darts Hill take a closer look at the unusual, rustic and Frances Andrew park benches. Read the

commemorative plaques and think about why and for whom they were placed in the garden. Admire the mule deer

sculpture. If anyone can add to the stories of the six benches that display commemorative plaques or the deer

sculpture, please send it to info@dartshill.ca.

A garden, whether a homeowner’s garden or a large public garden is the sum of all its parts. Darts Hill Garden Park,

created by Francisca and Ed Darts, is a Plantsman’s Garden with over 4,000 correctly named and labelled specimens.

Plants are the focus of the garden but the benches, walls, the deer sculpture, pond and waterfall add to the overall

ambiance and enhance a visitor’s experience. Most of these elements are very functional. Some were constructed by

the Darts as they developed the garden, or were installed later with Graham Laine’s assistance, particularly the walls

and stairs. More elements have been added by the City of Surrey, prior to and after her passing in 2012. The history of

some of these garden features is fading with time. I trust this article has preserved some of the stories about the

unusual, rustic and commemorative benches in Darts Hill Garden Park.

Thanks to these individuals (Society members and past and present City of Surrey staff) who responded to my

request for information about the benches in the garden:

Nancy Armstrong, George Budin, Owen Croy, Mary Dunn, James Good, Bill and Marlene Gurvich, Douglas Justice,

Stephan Kropf, Graham Laine, Kathy Piccott, Charlie Sale and Ken Warren.

Bed 98: In recognition of James Good, City of Surrey

2018 Good Citizen of the Year

This bench celebrates long-time DHGCTS volunteer

James Good who received the City of Surrey’s 2018

Good Citizen of the Year award. This commemorative

bench is located just outside of the Historic Garden

boundary. This is significant as Park Policy (2015) does

not permit any new commemorations within the Historic

Garden unless specifically in honour of the Darts

themselves.

Sources:

• Cadwaladr, Margaret. 2019. A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts Hill Garden

Park. DHGCTS: Surrey. B.C. p 122 and p 129.

• http://www.francesandrew.com/

• Sala Thai | Oxcarts | Cartwheels | Thailand | Lampang | Laos | Eastern Asian

Artifacts and Antiques (sallathai.com)

• Heather Stilwell - Wikipedia

• What Is Brazilian Ipe Wood? (thespruce.com)

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
http://www.francesandrew.com/
http://sallathai.com/Products/Oxcarts.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heather_Stilwell
https://www.thespruce.com/what-is-ipe-wood-2736661


DARTS HILL BOARD MEMORIES

provided by Douglas Justice

As most Darts Hill members well know, in order to

preserve their garden and protect it from future

destruction, in 1994 Francisca and Edwin Darts

donated their property, in trust, to the City of Surrey.

In return, Surrey agreed to maintain and enhance the

diverse collection of plants and develop the site into a

horticultural centre for the preservation, enhancement

and distribution of horticultural specimens. The

garden was also intended to be a centre of learning for

horticultural and educational services, linked to

academic institutions and horticultural societies.

Soon after the donation, a "horticultural specialists"

Task Team, headed by Mrs. Darts, was formed to

establish a vision for the garden and to produce a set

of general policies and principles for its development

and ongoing operation. Among those at the table

were Owen Croy (representing the City of Surrey) and

his administrative assistant Kathy Piccott, Graham

Laine (Francisca's gardener), Gerry Gibbens

(VanDusen gardener), friends Margaret Charlton and

Charlie Sale and me.

We met monthly at the Parks office and this part of the

process concluded with the adoption in 1998 of the

Policy and Management Principles by Surrey Parks,

Recreation and Culture Commission. Following that,

we had yet to create a society to co-manage the

Garden with the City. This was no mean feat, however,

and it was another few years of meetings (we had to

get it right) before the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy

Trust Society was born in 2001. I'm not much for

meetings, and some of these were marathon in nature,

but our bond with Francisca and shared vision for the

garden always propelled us forward.

As it does today, the first Board included

representatives from the City of Surrey, the South

Surrey Garden Club, Horticultural institutions and

private individuals. We all took it in hand to publicize

Darts Hill, to encourage volunteers and to ensure that

Ed and Francisca's vision of a "plantsman's garden"

would prosper. I was proud to be appointed first Board

Chair, but always honoured to have had any role in the

development of Darts Hill Garden Park.

Like many of her friends, from time to time I met

with Francisca at Darts Hill, going over details of

the discussions and plans and enjoying the

garden. Starting with my earliest visits and well

into the early 2000s, anytime I dropped in I

would have to search the garden to find

Francisca. Not surprisingly, I always found some

interesting plant I had never noticed or didn't

know. The last time I saw Francisca out in the

garden, she had just had her 90th birthday. She

was with Gus (her dog), head down, busily filling

a wheelbarrow with weeds.

This article is the second in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021



WALKS AND TALKS WITH FRANCISCA

by Marlene Gurvich

I recently had a lovely walk through Darts Hill Garden Park with Susan Murray. We journeyed through what I

remember as some of Francisca’s favourite parts of the garden. I was fortunate to have spent hours over the

years, walking and talking, more often taping, sometimes just alone taking pictures for various garden

articles. Sometimes we just shared tea and muffins at the kitchen table leafing through garden books and enjoying

the garden from above. I got to share Francisca’s passionate thoughts and knowledge of her and Ed’s garden.

I met Fran around 1991. I had done a short taping of the garden with her for my GardenTime TV program. This

program was created for both Shaw TV and Rogers TV. It aired throughout the Lower Mainland. Following that first

visit, I was organizing a Peace Arch Hospital Garden Foundation Tour through 6 gardens. Special spaces. Obviously

Darts Hill had to be on that tour and both Ed and Francisca acquiesced. From there our relationship developed into a

more intimate one as we worked together to video her talking about special plants throughout the seasons for the

show. She was such a natural pro! A one take wonder with such wonderful prose. We would meet at the house,

look at her list and plan our walk.

Francisca was so articulate with her amazing technical knowledge. I think the way she delivered information was so

charming, homey, humorous and down to earth. She made me smile all the time we were about. Of course

later, Angus MacDonald, affectionately known as Gus, would always accompany us. Tennis ball in his mouth for

playing in the paths and most often he would take a big swim in the pond before we finished.

I would like to talk about a few of her favourite plants – well

okay – the same ones we would visit over the seasons. I will

include some direct quotes taken from my videos as they are so

Francisca. “One of my favourite plants – and I don’t have many

favourite plants – well because they are all my favourite

plants!” LOL. She used this one often. This time it was

directed towards Paulownia tomentosa or the Empress Tree. It

is a glorious tree that rises above the garden with majestic

fragrant mauve blooms and gigantic leaves. We would always

visit this tree. “It takes the cake! Grow it from seed! It’s

absolutely marvelous…”

In the spring, the Augustinii Walk was an absolute must to

visit every time. It is so spectacular and never

disappoints. “At this time of year I like nothing better than

the Augustinii Walk. All grown from seed. It’s my

favourite colour – well next to green. When you’ve all

these flowers in bloom and you’ve got it mixed up with

your next favourite colour? Well - you’ve got it made.”

This article is the third in a series in celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the DHGCT Society 2001-2021

My confession is that I was

most envious of the huge

patch of fabulous Leucojum

aestivum ‘Gravetye Giant’ at

the end of the Augustinii Walk,

which bloomed at the same

time. So beautiful.



On rhododendrons…. of which we visited many. Her words: “UBC Botanical Gardens had put in a display of species

rhododendrons, and there I saw the leaves – these gorgeous indumentum on the back, narrows leaves, curly leaves

– you name it! I loved every one of them. You’d think I was nuts when I’m talking about leaves with such

enthusiasm. You know you have a flower for how long? You’ve got the rest of the bush for the rest of the

time. Why not have both? ” When we taped, she usually chose rhodos with tubular or smaller flowers. It was more

about the leaves.

All the connections both Francisca and Ed manifested over the decades. That should not be lost. I did have some

time with Ed before he passed. Tea in the living room with a rather quiet and gentle man. Francisca said she

would sit and talk to him under the hybrid walnut after he was gone. Such a strong loving relationship.

On a final note I will leave you with few quotes lifted from the video I produced “The History of Darts Hill Garden

Park” … these come from some of the original founders of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society –

a wonderful group of likeminded people. I am very honoured to be a part of that original team.

All this being said let’s not forget Ed. He was very significant in the garden’s development. Ed and Francisca were

both two strong-minded companions who had a superb partnership. Ed loved the construction, the foundation. Oh

– and he loved the orchard. Francisca loved the designing and sourcing/planting her babies in the right spot. Her

amazing seeding of plants in the greenhouse. Her incredible search for knowledge.

Another regular – Mahonia ‘Charity’ (Berberis x hortensis ‘Charity’) solicited

this comment, “Although mine, I would say, is 20 years old. But never

mind – get a small one! Then you can watch it grow. You know some

people want instant gardens. That’s a mistake – you don’t want an instant

garden. You want to live with yours – see them grow up. I recommend

that!”

Francisca loved to talk about all the evergreen and deciduous trees, her

collections of Magnolias and springtime primulas. (She criticized my garden

for not having enough primulas.)

My second envy would be the heavily bulbed early season pathway of

Erythronium revolutum – Pink Fawn Lily. We always stopped there

for discussion and admiration. “The bulbs have seeded themselves

all down the hillside and now they’re coming right up through the grit

and everything and they seem to like it – of course I like it too except

now I usually have a ribbon across here so that people don’t come

barging through here and step all over my precious babies! I think

that this year after they bloom they’re going to be lifted out of the

path because it’s too dangerous a place for them.” Okay – yes she

gave me one but I lost it☹.

“This group of bulbs is 15 years old. It came from Mr. Robinson’s famous garden in England. Just a ½ dozen bulbs. It

spread itself magically. It’s a show stopper! I prize it.” I asked numerous times for bulbs – to which she always

agreed. But I never received!

It’s actually difficult to pinpoint all the particular favourites because they changed from time to time. So many -

always so fun and interesting. Her story about the buck deer eating one of her “favourite” newly planted trees she

had to cage, “Not everything is kisses and love in the garden. But that’s experience.”

Charlie Sale:

“Francisca joined clubs for knowledge because she is an intensely curious woman. She is a remarkable lady!”



THE BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS

As a member of the BC Council of Garden Clubs the members of the

DHGCTS are entitled to keep up to date on their activities. Please click on

this link to their February 2021 newsletter.

Douglas Justice:

“The last time I came here I came in unannounced I thought

I’ll just walk around and see if I can find her. As I came down

the path I saw her through the trees, she was in the middle of

a hot day filling a wheelbarrow with weeds. She was

whistling or singing – she was just having a grand time in the

middle of a bed, weeding! To me that speaks volumes for

the kind of person she is.”

Gerry Gibbens:

“Darts Hill’s uniqueness comes from, I think, Francisca and

Ed. That from a forested site, they’ve created a garden that is

their soul. You could almost call it their child.”

Marlene and Francisca Darts on another 

bench under the grape arbour.

Some members of the Propagation Group (Anne

and Pam) have been busy this winter seeding all

kinds of new plants for the Garden and/or our Plant

Sales. So many in fact that we ran out of room in

our last years’ cold frame (and our home

greenhouses) and decided to convert the compost

box behind the plunge beds into one.

Ross got right on the job and had it done in a jiffy,

it is already one third full. This new bigger version

will be used for more tender shrubs or perennials

and cuttings just getting established.

The one down behind the shack is being used as

an open bulb frame and is filled with pots of

Trillium, Paeonia, Paris, Gladiolus, Iris, Narcissus,

Tulipa, Erythronium, Fritillaria and a few

miscellaneous pots. These bulbous plants will take

a year or three before ready for a garden but we

are pretty excited to see what pops up.

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE
Provided by Pam Yokome

Finally - Francisca’s most used quote? “I highly recommend it.”

https://mcusercontent.com/0b60d360867aac0742589323a/files/7ad9c053-9954-4345-ba60-429c6e5f0981/2021Feb_BCCGC_The_Bulletin.pdf


Rhododendron Review
as provided by Susan Burdak

The beds are waking up and some of the earliest of the rhododendron plants in the garden are blooming.

With well over 900 Rhododendrons labelled in the garden, we need to show them off!

Rhododendron ‘Nobleanum Coccineum’ - Bed 30

One of the two hybrids in the garden from the R.

nobleanum group, it flowers from late January to March

and sometimes again after frosts. The 2” (5 cm)

flowers are deep pink, funnel, campanulate and

arranged in small rounded trusses of 12-20. The 5-7”

(12-17 cm) dull green leaves with thin indumentum are

elliptic to oblanceolate in shape. It is thought to have

been hybridized pre-1900 by Standish & Noble (UK).

Rhododendron ‘Nobleanum Venustum’ - Bed 1

The second hybrid of the R. nobleanum group, flowers

from November to February. Funnel, campanulate

glistening mid pink, 2.5” (6 cm) flowers with a small

pattern of dark crimson markings at the base of the

dorsal lobe are gathered in compact trusses of up to

20. Dull green, narrow 6” (15 cm) leaves have a thin

brown indumentum. Hybridized by W. Smith in 1829,

making it one of the oldest hybrids.

Rhododendron ririei - Bed 15n

Another of the early blooming rhododendrons, it has

predominantly purple, unscented flowers,

campanulated with deep nectar pouches. Each truss

holds 4-10 flowers. Bloom time is February to March.

Its elliptic to oblanceolate leaves have silvery white

indumentum. Originally collected by Ernest Wilson

and named after his friend, the Reverend B. Rivie of

the Chinese Inland Mission. This plant grows on

Mount Omei, Sichuan, China at an altitude of 6,000

feet (1.8 km).

Photo:  rhs.org

Photo:  K. Piccott

Photo:  

nanaimorhodos.ca

Source:  rhodyman.net; rhs.org; rhododendrons.co.uk



CITY OPERATIONS
as provided by Maria Fish

Park Operations Coordinator – Feature Gardens

The Heritage Tree

Tree Work and Storm Damage

Visiting the garden in our new reality

Subject to BC Health Authority protocols and approval

from the City of Surrey’s Emergency Operations

Committee, we anticipate opening the garden at the

beginning of April. Based on those protocols, we look

forward to opening the garden and augmenting our

past programming to provide an enjoyable and safe

experience for Garden visitors. In addition, the Society

has been working on developing some interesting

classes available for small groups.

We look forward to seeing you and your social bubbles

in the Garden this year and as always thank you for

your continued support, patience, and understanding

during these unique times.
Holes have been dug for four new supports and it

is anticipated that the footings will go in next

week (weather permitting). A modified saddle/

brace has been developed to reduce potential

girdling of the branches and will be installed next

month with the new supports.
The anticipated tree work along 16th Avenue and

through out the garden was completed last month.

However, the recent winter storms have badly

impacted the garden.

A number of Vine Maples in the Native Loop were

pushed over the path, a White Hornbeam (Sorbus aria

‘Majestica’) came down in Bed 7s and a Sawtooth Oak

(Quercus acutissima) came down in bed 16w in addition

to a fair amount of shrub damage.

Thank you to our Caretaker for coning off the areas as

staff were away.
Photo:  K. Piccott

Drainage

The proposed 2020 improvements were all

completed and we were able to do much more

than we initially planned. The Lower Orchard is

draining. We’ll be keeping an eye on all the trees

in the Pasture over the next few years to see how

the improvements impact them.

As mentioned in our last report we will be

proceeding this year with improvements to beds

53 N, S & W (the former ‘C’Beds).

Once the supports

are in, we will

proceed with the

Cobra Cabling. We

are hoping to have

the project

completed in

February.

Work continues in the future Gathering Area.

Outside of the historic garden, Excelsior Cedar

hedging material was moved to provide space for

the future plantings. Now that the work has been

done we will proceed with plantings and the

installation of the historic “Darts Hill” sign. This

location was selected as it will be a welcome

feature as you first come in, as it was on the drive

before.

We were delayed on the screening of the stone

yard due to staffing shortages and will be working

on this over the spring.

Entrance Improvements

The installation of new stairs down to the suite

has been finished and we are now looking at

additional improvements to the beds and path

network in this area.

Stairs to the Suite

Thank you to the

propagation and alpine

group who artfully

helped us to integrate

the new stairs into the

existing landscape.

Photo:  M. Fish



UPCOMING PIP FAMILY OFFERINGS

City of Surrey Partners in Parks or PIP, for short, are hosting a series of self-directed family oriented activities in

Darts Hill Garden Park in 2021.

The intent behind family programming is to have parents or caregivers and children participate in self-guided

activities throughout the garden. The goal is to spark an interest, appreciation and connection to Darts Hill Garden

Park in younger families so they will continue to engage with the garden for years to come. Look for these fun

family activities this year! Check the DHGCTS calendar for the dates.

MUSIC RETURNS TO DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK IN 2021.

City of Surrey Partners in Parks or PIP have planned five Music in the Garden stroll days

April 24, May 29, June 26, July 17 and September 25 in Darts Hill Garden Park in 2021.

The intent behind live music in the garden is to provide an outdoor music experience in a casual way that can be

enjoyed while wandering throughout the garden. Music will be projected via speakers on 30 metre cables from a

central location by the pond. Enjoy music in Darts Hill Garden Park as you stroll in the garden!

Sounds of Summer may also return to the park in 2021. Wednesday July 28 and Wednesday August 11 are tentatively

booked for these popular concerts held on the pasture. In 2020, both of these were cancelled and may be cancelled

again this year but they are on the schedule! Check the DHGCTS website closer to the dates for cancellation updates.

The Society and the COS are following the guidelines of the COVID 19 Public Health Orders so all programs and

events are subject to change.

SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT: Families will be provided with markers to find and

tasks to complete throughout the garden trails. Markers and tasks (ie. Find

garden bed #25 and write down the name of the plant) will be along the trails.

This activity is meant to spark an interest in the different plant species in the

garden as well as teach families how to engage with the garden appropriately.

FLOWER IN BLOOM DRAWING STATION: Families and individuals will be

presented with the opportunity to draw the flowers in bloom. Art supplies and

easels will be provided at intervals throughout the garden where spectacular

seasonal flowers are in bloom.

FLOWER SEEK & FIND: Much like a scavenger hunt, families will be given

pictures of seasonal flowers in bloom to find throughout the garden. Markers will

be placed by the flowers to give the common and specimen names, as well as

description. At the end families will be encouraged to tell hosts their favourite

and why.

MEADOW STORY TIME: Safely distanced story time for families that

incorporates thematic importance of wild flowers and bees. Story times can be

run at various intervals throughout the day to ensure that time slots are not too

full.

The Society and the COS are following the guidelines of the COVID 19 Public

Health Orders so all programs and events are subject to change.



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust  Society 

is an organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey 

to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

dartshill.ca

Editor:  Kathy Piccott

Thanks to James Good, Pam Robertson, and 

Susan Murray for proof reading this edition.

Francisca Darts walking down the tractor road.  

Photo provided by Pam Yokome

WINTER SCENE FROM YEARS PAST
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