
Treasurer’s Report – as @December 31, 2020 

for 2021 AGM  
( March 13, 2021) 

 
1) Banking -  RBC Royal Bank  

The Society operates two bank accounts @ RBC Royal Bank, one of which is    

dedicated to our recently acquired Square Reader capability.  

        

2)  Financial Records (General Ledger) continue to be successfully backed up @ two 

locations: 1)Treasurer’s Desk Top Computer, 2) City of Surrey when our 

Society’s Board Minutes are archived with the City of Surrey. 

 

3)  Reconciliation of the Bank Accounts to the General Ledger has been completed 

satisfactorily as @ December 31, 2020.     
 

 4) Notes re Financial Statement as @ December 31, 2020 

 

a) Strolls (Donations) – (3951.39) Collection this year due to the Covid-19 

protocols was done by the City of Surrey for days when the garden was open to 

the public.   

  

b) Plant Sales – (5252.00)  - For the most part the nursery has had limited openings 

to the public, these results (65% of budget) are worth noting.                                         

   

  c) Membership – (4002.97) - exceeded budget for this year.   The odd amount is    

due to Foreign Exchange, when in March, USD 100.00 was used to purchase 

memberships resulting in a premium of 32.97 CDN.                     

 

d) PayPal Account – now closed. It has been replaced by Square Reader which 

processes Credit Card payments as well as Debit Card payments.          

 

e) Book Sales – Due to Covid-19 protocols, retails sales have been modest. 

     
  f) Liquidity Needs – to avoid additional monthly service charges by RBC Royal 

Bank, a $15,000 minimum monthly balance must be maintained. This continues to be 

no problem. 

 

      g) Investment  - principal amount 60,000.00 together with interest 745.80  

   was rolled over for an additional year to purchase – a 

   60,745.80 Redeemable RBC GIC @ .20% Nov 23, 2021 

 

 

  



h) YTD -  as shown in Financial Statement, when the proceeds of the matured GIC 

are not included, Revenue is under budget by 55.21%  

                   -  as shown in Financial Statement, when the disbursement for the purchase 

of the new GIC is not included, Disbursement is under budget by 62.36 %. 

N.B. Non budgeted disbursements:   

   D&O Insurance (1000.00)  

                             Legal Fees  (shown as paid contingencies).     

 6) Annual Reporting required under the Society Act:   

The Society’s Annual Reporting for 2019 was completed and filed within the 

mandated 30 days after the AGM (March 7, 2020).  Everything appears to be in order 

presently @ BC Registry. N.B. After the AGM in March 2021, amendments to our 

Constitution, after receiving membership approval, are to be filed with the Registry 

together with any changes in the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 

      7) Surrey Cultural Grants:  

   

Re 2021:  Susan Murray and your treasurer applied for an additional grant in aid of 

our planned AiR Programme and a plan to digitalize ‘A Secret Garden’ in 2021. The 

amount requested is 5000.00.  We are currently awaiting confirmation of the 

awarding of this grant.     

 

Re 2020: 

 
The remaining 20% (600.00) of the amount awarded i.e., 3,000.00 has been approved 

and we are currently awaiting receipt of these funds.  Earlier this year, we were 

requested by Surrey Cultural Grants to estimate revenue loss due to the COVID-19 

Crisis.  We subsequently reported a reduction of basically 75% of our main sources of 

revenue of 22,000.00 from Plant Sales, Donation (Strolls), Book Sales, Workshops 

i.e., 16500.00.  

 

      8) Square Reader:    
 

 With the demise of the Society’s PayPal Account, the services of Square Reader are 

now firmly in place as the service provider for processing Membership Fees, Plant 

Sales and Book Sales and when cash or cheques are not used. In addition in the Fall 

of 2020, receipts for the Silent Auction were processed via Square Reader. 

 

      9) Book Sales: Sale activity since the Covid-19 protocols were put in place have 

curtailed any meaningful results in this area.  



    10) Registered Charitable Status:  
 

A little history:  

 

On October 28, 2020, Susan Murray and your treasurer met with Norton Rose 

Fulbright (ZOOM Meeting) to begin the process of acquainting the law firm with 

Darts Hill Garden Park and DHGCTS and its relationship with the City of Surrey. 

 

This meeting was very engaging for both the law firm and for Susan and your 

treasurer.  After this meeting, our Society received advice that DHGCTS now has 

access to CRA as its current list of directors has been updated with CRA. This was a 

critical step forward as previously our Society did not have access to the CRA 

because of out-dated information. 

   

For the purposes of improving our Society’s Statement of Charitable Purpose, 

considerable time has been expended providing information to our solicitor, Michael 

Blatchford, (law firm of Norton Rose Fulbright). This time was required to enable the 

crafting of  an appropriate amendment to our Constitution.  Our Constitution needed 

work as it will be a key component in our application to CRA.    

 

            From our meetings and information gathered, it was considered that we had reason to 

amend our Constitution and the amended Constitution would be supportive of our 

application to CRA.  

 

Our Society now has an amended Constitution which contains reference to four 

specific purposes, i.e., 

 

  1) an educational purpose; 2) a conservational purpose 

3) a public amenity purpose; 4) an appearance to promote fine arts. 

  

            Subsequently: 

 

 Our Society’s Directors, since its meeting of November 16th considered the 

recommended amendments to the Society’s Constitution as put forward by our 

Society’s solicitors. By unanimous consent, the Board agreed to the amendments as 

put forward. Our solicitors have been advised of the Board’s unanimous consent. Our 

Society currently awaits its AGM to be held Saturday March 13, 2021 for 

membership approval of our Society’s amended Constitution. With its membership 

approval received, our Society’s application for registered charitable status will be 

able to go forward. 

 

 In the interim, our solicitors will be placing in the Board’s hands, a draft of the 

application which is intended to be submitted to CRA in April 2021.   

    

    E & O E                    Submitted by Ron Fawcett         December 31,  2020  


