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                     Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society 
Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Emmanuel Evangelical Church, 17029 16th Avenue, Surrey, BC 

 

Draft Minutes 
 

1. Welcome 
Susan Murray called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. and welcomed everyone to the 2020 AGM. 
She then asked Board members to introduce themselves. 
 

2. Adoption of Agenda – Susan Murray, Chair 
Motion: 
Douglas Justice moved that the Agenda be approved. 
Seconded by Nancy Oike. Carried. 
 

3. Adoption of AGM Minutes of March 2, 2019 – Susan Murray 
Motion: 
Douglas Justice moved that the AGM Minutes of March 2, 2019 be adopted. 
Seconded by James Good. Carried. 
 

4. Financial Report – Ron Fawcett, Treasurer 
Ron’s Financial Information Package was included in the AGM Package. He commented on his Financial Report, 
summarizing the financial activities of the past year. There were no further questions. 
Motion: 
Douglas Justice moved that the Financial Statement as @ Dec. 31, 2019 be accepted as presented. 
Seconded by Lorna Fraser. Carried. 
Motion: 
Douglas Justice moved that the DHGCTS Budget 2020 be accepted as presented. 
Seconded by Nancy Armstrong. Carried. 
 
Ron also reported that a review of the Financial records of the DHGCTS had been performed by Kathy Piccott. 
The records were found to be accurate.  Ron thanked Kathy for her work. 
Susan Murray thanked Ron for his work in preparing another application for a Cultural Grant for 2020. 
It was successful and DHGCTS received a grant of $3000.00. 
 

5. Garden Update – Ken Warren, City of Surrey 
Ken presented a detailed Garden Update on a very successful year for Darts Hill Garden Park. 

1. Community Engagement – Over 8600 visitors came to the garden, an increase of over 2,000. 
This was accomplished by increased openings throughout the year, special events and the Book  
Launch on July 31, 2019. 
Approx. 1700 volunteer hours were recorded. Ken thanked all volunteers for their contributions. 
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2. Garden Enhancements 

These included pathway improvements, stone wall installations, bench and railing installations,    
bed expansions and new plantings. 

 
3. Operational Improvements 

Ken mentioned that the power pole failure by the house added greatly to the workload of the staff. 
The upgrades are almost finished.  He thanked Scott Hampel for his dedicated service and creative 
input to DHGP and welcomed Wayne Saliken to the Darts Hill GP crew.  Work continues on pathway  
realignments to improve access for golf carts.     

 
4. Plans for 2020 

Plans include more bench installations, enhancement of the plant collection and the Maple Meadows area, 
and the installation of a trial Physic Garden.  The Shuttle system will run again on Mother’s Day between the 
Glades and Darts Hill Garden Park.  This year’s temporary art exhibition, “Resplendent”, will run for a full 
month. 
The installation of drainage improvements is underway.  Work will later begin on a new entrance path 
to link up with the Augustinii Walk. More Workshops will be presented this year. 
 

5. Darts Hill Garden Park Master Planning Update – Maria Fish 
Maria Fish gave a brief summary of the Master Planning process.  It started in Aug. 2019, was followed by 
a survey in Oct., the drafting of an initial Master Plan in Nov. 2019, and finally a refinement of the Plan in 
Feb. 2020.  The survey showed that washrooms and a covered reception area were of prime importance. 
The majority wanted the natural forest to stay with an expansion of trails.  Future plans will include a 
Community Park to the north, a safe pedestrian crossing of 168 Street, and a secondary entrance to  
DHGP from 17th Ave.  A Community Education Centre and Garden Pavilion may also be considered for the 
Maple Meadow area. The plan looks forward over the next 30 years. 
The first part of the plan will be to create a new entrance path to the garden and a realignment of existing 
paths to alleviate conflicts between pedestrians and golf carts, particularly at special events. 
Maria finished her presentation by encouraging everyone to look at her large posters that explained the 
proposed developments. She was also available to answer any questions. 

6. Chair's Comments 
Susan showcased the DHGCTS successes of 2019: 
- Membership to DHGCTS increased to 291 (from 221). 
- Visitors increased to 8602 (from 6522). 
- There were 13 booked tours involving 173 people 
- There are now 3312 labeled plants in the garden 
- $9752.85 was raised through Plant Sales, up from $8150 in 2018 and $7200 in 2017. 
- A Secret Garden was successfully published in April and 281 copies have been sold.  
- 1679 volunteer hours were recorded. 

 
Thanks to DHGCTS Community Partners:  Alpine Garden Club, Seed Collection Group, Friends of  
Semiahmoo Bay Society, BC Bonsai Club, the Honey Bee Centre, Master Gardeners and SSGC. 
 
DHGCTS returning initiatives include: the Z.Inc Art Collective and Artist in Residence and 2 Christmas wreath 
workshop sessions.  Many new Workshops are also planned, i.e. Bee Curious and Garden Photography. 
 
Susan thanked Kathy Piccott for her work on redesigning the newsletter, the Oracle, and also Pam Yokome 
and Scarlett Black for creating a very successful Instagram account. The Collection Committee was involved in 
introducing 146 new species of plants into the garden in 2020. 
Her wish list for 2020 include 10,000 visitors, 300 Members, and an increase in plant sales and garden tours. 
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7. Elections 

Ron Fawcett has accepted a nomination to run for a second three-year term. 
Susan asked for nominations from the floor. There were none. 
Susan declared Ron Fawcett elected by acclamation.   

8. Showcase of Plants from the Garden – Douglas Justice 
Douglas showcased several Rhododendrons, Pieris and other plants: 
Rhododendron ririei – one of the first to bloom; Pink/purplish flower colour 
Rhododendron meddianum – a rare plant in this part of the world 
Rhododendron ‘Coral Glow’ – spectacular plant 
Rhododendron ‘Cilpinense’ – Blooms early, may get frost damage but is in a protected spot at DHGP 
Rhododendron sutchuenense – One of the oldest Rhodos in the garden; situated east of the pond 
Pieris ‘Christmas Cheer’ – Flowering early this year; honey scented flowers 
Pieris ‘Little Heath’ – It is a good-sized plant and blooming really well this year 
Corylopsis pauciflora – (Buttercup Winterhazel); flowers are ½ “clusters of pale yellow hanging of branches 
Abeliophyllum distichum – fragrant white forsythia 
Prunus subhirtella ‘Whitcomb’ – Early flowering Japanese cherry tree; frost does not damage the flowers 
Acer ‘Sango-kaku’ - Japanese maple whose stems are just glowing red this year (Bed 33) 

 
 

9. Guest Speaker: Susan Murray – “Rare and Unusual Plants of the SW Botanical Province of S. Western Australia” 
Susan had created a wonderful and informative presentation.  She linked the rare and unusual plants of Australia 
to the spirit of DHGP. The trip was in their early spring and covered 7 vegetation zones. The area visited in SW 
Australia has over 25,000 plant species, and 2/3 of them found nowhere else. 8000 plants are endemic.  
This is just a fraction of the plants discussed by Susan. 
 
1. Banksia Eucalypt Woodland – a high rainfall area. 

1.1 Anigozanthus – kangaroo paws; Susan had pictures of several species in different colours;  
          The intricacies and beauty of the flowers could only be appreciated close-up. 

1.2 Banksia menziesii – 76 species, different colours; 1000 florets in a single flower but only a few seeds 
           develop; Each seed colour develops into a specific flower colour. 

1.3 Xanthorrhoea preissii – (Western Australian Grass Tree); can survive over 100 years.   
         The grass skirt acts as protection from wild fires. Plant can be 100’s years old 
 

2. Northern Mallee Shrub Lands and Heath – Area low rainfall and dominated by mallee eucalypts. 
2.1 Gastrolobium polystachyum – (Horned Poison); Endemic animals can eat the plant but it is poisonous  

to introduced animals such as foxes and feral cats. 
2.2 Conospermum unilaterale – Tall Australian smoke bush; blowing, wispy flowers look like smoke 
2.3  Drosera barbigera – tiny, colourful, insectivorous plant 

 
3. Eremaean Botanical Province – area of dry, red/orange soil and sparse vegetation. 

3.1 Lechenaultia macrantha – low growing plant; when seen from above, the flowers look like a wreath 
3.2 Verticordia picta – (Painted Feather Flower); comes in many different colours; has a fringed calyx lobe 
3.3 Stylidium – (Trigger Plant) It has a protrusion the triggers and smacks the pollinating bee with pollen 

 
4. Kerri and Tingle Forest – the wettest climate of the area, up to 1400 ml/year; tree top walk 40 meters high 

4.1 Allocasuarina decussata – (Karri she-oak); Medium sized tree with very corky bark 
4.2 Eucalyptus guilfoylei – (Yellow Tingle); Tall tree with straight trunk, endemic to Western Australia;  
4.3 Eucalyptus jacksonii – (Red Tingle); Tallest tree, very rough bark; up to 55 m. tall; up to 24 m. at base 
4.4 Kingia australis – Looks like grass trees but is not related, grows very slowly  
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5. Jarrah and Marri Woodland – Known for plant endemism and biodiversity; 
5.1 Corymbia calophylla – (Marri); Tall tree whose dark, red gum from the trunk has antiseptic uses 
5.2 Eucalyptus diversicolor – (Karri); Tall tree with shredded bark at the bottom, smooth bark at the top 

 
6. Southern Mallee and Shrublands – area has many different kinds of grevillea and orchids 

6.1 Hakea victoria – (Royal Hakea); Tall, narrow shrub with colourful leaves; very showy in large masses 
6.2 Banksia coccinea – (Scarlet Banksia); Very tall shrub with beautiful protea-like flowers 
6.3 Other flowers mentioned were: Actinodium cunninghamii (Swamp Daisy); Darwinia lejostyla 

(Mountain bell) beautiful red, drooping flowers; Patersonia (Native Iris) in beautiful blue  
 

7. Wandoo Woodland – dominated by Eucalyptus wandoo, open woodland area 
 
Some of the many orchids Susan photographed were: Spider Orchids, Dragon Orchids, Donkey Orchids, 
Cowslip Orchid, Bird Orchid and the Silky Blue Orchid. They were all very small and beautiful. 
It was exciting to be presented with so many rare and unusual plants. 

 
10. Door Prizes 

The AGM concluded with the drawing for door prizes that had been donated by various nurseries, businesses, 
UBC, and the City of Surrey. There were plants, gift baskets, tickets, books, and garden tools to choose from. 
A complete list of donors was included in the AGM Package. 

 
11. Adjournment 

The AGM adjourned at 12:00 noon and was followed by a light lunch in the Church foyer and then a garden 
tour conducted by Celeste Paley. 
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