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Visitor numbers to Darts Hill Garden Park in 2020 were low due to

Covid 19, just 1,500 visitors as compared to a high of almost

8,000 visitors in 2019. Disappointing, but no surprise due to the

many cancelled garden events.

Please read Maria Fish’s report from the City of Surrey concerning

garden maintenance and operations in Darts Hill Garden Park this

fall. Several new Capital initiatives were identified for 2021 with

the top one the design development (not construction!) of a new

Reception Pavilion at DHGP. More about this later in the

Newsletter.

On November 4, the DHGCTS submitted an application for a

fourth grant from the City of Surrey Cultural Grants Program for

2021. Successful applicants will be announced sometime in early

January. If successful once again, the $5,000 grant will assist with

the Artist in Residence program (AiR) and the digitalization of the

A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts Hill Garden Park Book.

DHGCTS volunteer Rosina Cuk developed an interesting program

of educational activities for 2020. The Kokedama and Forest

Bathing workshops went ahead in modified format with fewer

participants. The Christmas Wreath workshops scheduled for

November 28 and 29 are full with wait lists. These workshops are

always popular with members and the public!



Just a heads up, the MARCH 13, 2021 AGM of the Society will NOT be held face to face as in previous

years. We will use Survey Monkey as an online information and voting system. The South Surrey Garden

Club used this system with great success to conduct their AGM this past summer. More about our online

AGM via Survey Monkey in 2021 via the monthly members’ Mailchimp.

In my August 2020 Update I reported that the DHGCTS Board had voted and approved a Charitable Purpose.

Unfortunately, the process to obtain registered Charitable Tax Status with CRA is a convoluted, frustrating,

and often obtuse one. The Purpose the Board approved is not adequate. At the September Board meeting, it

was agreed we needed significant help to proceed and as a result a legal firm was hired to assist the Board.

In a nut shell, their recommendation is to rewrite our Society’s Constitution to update and clarify the

Society’s Purposes.

The Constitution and the purposes of the Society have not had a major revision since the incorporation of

the Society in 2001. As 2021 is our twentieth year, a review and rethink of the Society’s direction for the

next 20 years is appropriate. Much has changed in the intervening twenty years! If we are to be successful

with CRA and achieve registered Charitable Tax Status this needs to done. Read more about this in Ron

Fawcett’s article.

The Society’s first ever on line Fall Fundraising auction opened November 15 and runs to December 10 at

www.dartshill.ca. More about this in another section of The Oracle. This Fundraising initiative is really

important to the financial health of the Society. There is still time to register and bid!

At the most recent meeting of the DHGCTS Board (via ZOOM) on Monday Nov. 16, 2020, the Board, after

careful consideration, approved amendments necessary to our Society’s existing Constitution.

Earlier this Fall, the Board engaged the services of Norton, Rose, Fulbright, a Vancouver law firm to assist in

our Society’s CRA application for Registered Charity Status. This engagement was found to be necessary as

requirements of this application became burdensome, complicated, and complex requiring professional

assistance.

Simply said, amendments to our existing Constitution are required to embrace protocols necessary for

success in our CRA application.

Constitution amendments require the approval of our Society’s membership. You will be asked for your

approval as a voting member of our Society @ its AGM which is scheduled for Saturday March 13, 2021.

Constitution Amendment Update November 2020
Submitted by Ron Fawcett

Nerine bodenii ‘Edelweiss’’ Mespilus germanica

http://www.dartshill.ca/


DARTS HILL RECEPTION PAVILION DESIGN by Susan Murray

The City of Surrey, as part of 2021 capital projects, has undertaken to redesign the washroom entry

building in Darts Hill Garden Park. As Chair of the DHGCTS, I helped select the Architectural firm tasked

with the project.

The successful firm, Public Architects (https://publicdesign.ca/) set up an initial meeting October 19 for a

garden site visit with CoS staff members and myself. The site visit went very well as the architectural

team began collecting information needed for the project. Next, a Darts Hill Reception Pavilion Steering

Committee was set up by Maria Fish, CoS, with four representatives from the DHGCTS, Jane Robinson,

Sharon Lawson, Joanne Senetza, myself and from Public, Neil Aspinall and Robert Drew. The first

meeting of this group was via Zoom on November 13, with a subsequent meeting planned for

December 4, 2020

The goal of the Steering Committee is to assist the architects with the design program for the new

reception pavilion. There is a short timeline for this design project with completion by the end of January

2021. Look for an update in the Spring Oracle!

NOTICE OF:  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE:  MARCH 13, 2021

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society’s 2021 AGM will be held remotely due to the

restrictions on gatherings due to COVID19, with voting happening through the use of ‘Survey

Monkey’, an online information and voting system.

The AGM package will be circulated in advance to the membership via email. Society

members will be able to contact the executive making the various motions with any questions

ahead of time or during the voting period.

The AGM results, will be circulated to the membership via email, within a required time period.

If you have any questions, please forward them to info@dartshill.ca

THE BC COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS

The BC Council of Garden Clubs represents 200 garden clubs,

allotment and community gardens in BC, of which Darts Hill Garden

Conservancy Trust Society is a member. As a member we are entitled

to enjoy opportunities available to us through this Council.

If you have not already read their October newsletter, click on the

photo to enjoy this wonderful and educational newsletter.

https://publicdesign.ca/
mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://bcgardenclubs.com/wp-content/uploads/2020Bulletin/2020-October.pdf


Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society 

FALL FUNDRAISING AUCTION

Fall 2020 marks the first time that the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust (DHGCTS) will host an

online silent auction to fundraise. The online auction will run November 15 and to

December 10, 2020. The purpose for fundraising is quite simple.

Due to Covid 19 DHGCT Society revenues from Plant Sales are significantly reduced. Visitor entry

donations to Darts Hill Garden Park have been less this year too because visitor numbers have

been less. Looking ahead to 2021, there is likely to be little change in the revenues received by the

Society while expenses such as insurance, website maintenance, lease of Darts House are

ongoing expenses. As you may know, the Society has funded several projects, large (Book

Project 2017-2019) and small (construction of the lathe house 2020) and should continue to do so.

In support of this, the Society has planned an ambitious multiyear program of projects. Here is a

list of the projects that the Society, working in partnership with the City of Surrey, endeavours to

begin in 2021.

1. Darts Hill Garden Park Interpretation, Guiding, Signage: Research, design, fabricate and install

in the garden 4- 5 interpretive signs. Nut Orchard history, Native Garden plant interpretation,

Biodiversity and a red list sign by the Wollemi Pine, Bee pollination sign, Food Forest sign,

highlight unusual plants $5,000 (in partnership with the COS $5,000) Total estimated cost:

$10,000.

2. Translate Society and garden interpretive materials into other languages: $4,000 (in

partnership with the COS $4,000) Total estimated cost: $8,000

3. Darts Hill Garden Park History: Edit nine 9 Shaw videos into three-four short historical videos

featuring Mrs. Darts. $2,000.

4. Small capital projects to benefit both the garden and the Society:

a) Construct a pressure treated 4 by 6 wood timber wall with a recessed stair at Darts

Nursery, approximately 15 meters long and 1m average high (differential height west to

east) $7,500 (in partnership with the COS $7,500) Total estimated cost: $15,000

5. Special Alpine Crevice 2021 Workshop: estimated cost $1,000- $1,500

Please consider making a donation to our first ever online auction. It will be most appreciated.

The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is a small but vigorous group of volunteers. Our

purpose is to work in partnership with the City of Surrey to preserve, in perpetuity, Darts Hill

Garden Park in the vision of its creators Edwin and Francisca Darts. To learn more about our

non-profit Society, created in 2001, please visit our website www.dartshill.ca.

Please note that Tax receipts are NOT available at this time but in the future the DHGCTS plans to

become a registered Charitable Organization. Our application to the Canada Revenue Agency is

currently pending.

Many thanks,

Sincerely,

Susan M. Murray

Chair, DHGCT Society and Chair DHGCTS Fundraising Team

http://www.dartshill.ca/


2020 FALL FUNDRAISING AUCTION

INDEX of Artists/ Donator by first name:

A SECRET GARDEN: THE STORY OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK

BRYAN WHITTA: VERY LARGE DEEP SIDED WOODEN BOWL

CITY OF SURREY:  BOOK:  Surrey: A City of Stories

CITY OF SURREY: GARDEN TOTE BAG, small and large garden tools

CITY OF SURREY: FOLDABLE PICNIC BASKET AND Picnic ITEMS for four

CLAIRE MOORE: ARTIST MAP

CORA LI-LEGER: Large Juniper bonsai

CORA LI-LEGER: Medium Juniper Bonsai

CORA LI-LEGER: Tulips, watercolor

DAN BRECK: MAPLE HONEY POT

DHGCTS: Western Red Cedar Charcutier Boards

DAVE AND JANE BELLRINGER: Bulrushes in the Marsh Print

DEBORAH PUTMAN: TWO YOUNG FLUTE PLAYERS, ACRYLIC PAINTING

DON LI-LEGER: Spring Chickadees

DWAYNE LUNG: Walking Sticks from DHG

EGAN DAVIS: Garden Consultation

ELIZABETH CAREFOOT: MULTIMEDIA SCULPTURE

GARY BURNS: Heritage SIBERIAN ELM WOOD TURNTABLE

JOHN SPILLERS & DAN BRECK: MEDIUM Sized MAPLE TURNED BOWL

JAN STORER: Hand Loomed Black Scarf

JAN STORER: Hand Loomed Multicolored Scarf

JAN STORER: Hand Loomed Turquoise Scarf

KATHY PICCOTT: FALL THEMED QUILTED COTTON TABLE RUNNER

KEITH RUTTAN: Extremely LARGE RARE WOOD TURNED BOWL

LLOYD BAUER: POND AT DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK WATERCOLOR

LESLEY GARRETT: HIBISCUS #1 Sketch

LESLEY GARRETT: HIBISCUS # 2 Sketch

LESLEY GARRETT: LIGULARIA Sketch

LESLEY GARRATT: PHLOMIS Sketch

MARCUS MACDONALD: CIRCLE WITHIN A CIRCLE wood sculpture

MARCUS MACDONALD: UNTITLED MIXED MEDIA ACRYLIC PAINTING

NANCY MCLEAN: Canada goose wood sculpture

NANCY MCLEAN: IN THE PINK- BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE Framed Print

NANCY MCLEAN: Framed PIPPIN Embroidery

ROSEMARY BURDEN: BEE, ink and colored pencil

ROSEMARY BURDEN: RAVEN, media

ROSEMARY BURDEN: SWARM, ink and pencil on paper

ROSEMARY BURDEN: WARMING, Mixed media on paper

SANNE DRYBOROUGH: Chickadees

SCARLET BLACK: PHOTOGRAPHY COACHING SESSION

SEA CIDER: Trio Gift Box

SELECT ROSES GIFT CERTIFICATE

SHARON LAWSON: Garden Consultation

SYLVIA GRACE BORDA: Garden Poem #1

SYLVIA GRACE BORDA: Garden Poem #1

TWO MAPLE DECANTER STOPPERS

UBC BOTANICAL GARDEN TICKETS FOR FOUR

WEST COAST SEEDS GIFT BASKET

WILLA DOWNING: MEDLAR pen and ink

WILLA DOWNING: SATCHMO pen and ink

WILLA DOWNING: SNAKEBARK MAPLE pen and ink

WREATHS FROM DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK

THE AUCTION IS HAPPENING NOW AND WILL RUN FROM NOV 15, 2020 TO DEC 10, 2020.  

You will need to register and create an account before being able to bid. Bid increments

increase by $5, $10, $25 and up to $50 depending on the value of the item. Successful bidders must

collect their auction items December 11 – December 15 from Darts House via the Volunteer Lot at 1680-

168th Street, Surrey, BC. Please view the auction on our website.

Thank you to all the artists and donors for your donation, your support is greatly appreciated!

https://dartshill.ca/my-account/
https://dartshill.ca/fall-auction/


FROM THE ARCHIVES – Researched and written by Nancy Armstrong

When Francisca went into care and the DHG Society took over possession of the house, I was put in charge of

arranging the furniture, lamps, and other accessories as well as hanging photographs, paintings and anything else

that went on the walls. Many small things had been packed in several boxes by Graham Laine. I also unpacked

those and decided where to place the contents.

I had only been in the house once before for Francisa’s last birthday party, so I was unfamiliar with all the items

and where she might have placed them. I tried to be logical about placing things, but placed them primarily with an

eye to making it attractive to those who would be using and seeing the house. The City had decided what pieces

should be kept, but let the Society have a voice in what else to keep. The Society kept everything as we were all

agreed we wanted the house to look as if Francisca had just walked out the door.

WHO DID THE CARVING?

I found intriguing the two highly and intricately hand-carved pieces seen

here, one perhaps a small footstool or a platform to use for displaying

something and the other apparently for holding magazines or other

reading materials. There was also a box of carving tools, so it seemed

obvious that they were made by someone in the family. I considered

Francisca as a possibility as there were two little ceramic pots with her

initials on the bottom. She had tried pottery making, perhaps wood

carving? How to find out, as Graham or no one else I spoke with knew.

I was considering writing a biography of Francisca and decided I needed

to interview family members. One of her sisters, Louise Emmonds was

still alive. After my phoning her she arranged for me to come for tea and

meet her, her husband and her brother-in-law. Both families still lived in

the Capitol Hill Neighborhood, in fact the Emmonds lived high on the hill

with an incredible view of Coal Harbour and beyond in a house Louise’s

carpenter husband had built. This was also the area where sisters Louise,

Marie Antoinette (Nettie) and Francisca lived with their parents when they

moved to Vancouver in 1934.

What a special day this was! We met in the Emmond’s house and I

learned so much about the family and who did what and when. The

answer to WHO DID THE CARVING? was answered when I saw a

beautiful intensively carved piece that could be used as a small table, or a

bench. (no photo of this item is available). I learned later the shape was

one used with Indonesian furniture which is often highly carved and

present widely in Holland from the long connection with the Dutch East

Indies Company. This piece had been Francisca’s, and Louise came heir

to it when the City arranged for family members to have items from the

house. Of course Louise knew it was her father, Frederik, who had done

the carving and the carving of the two pieces still in the house!

(I have included a photo of a carved Indonesian couch for you to see the

inspiration for Frederik’s carving.)



I have completed as much of a Family Tree of the Koster family as I have

been able to and the Tree is supported with documents that confirm all the

dates. Frederik Hendrik Koster immigrated to Canada May 1924 having

applied to Australia, Canada and one other that his son-in-law was not sure

of. Canada accepted him first. He was a carpenter in Holland, but Canada

was looking for farmers so his Declaration says his present occupation is a

CARPENTER but his intended occupation is a FARMER.

Now … fast forward to 1934 when the family of five moved to Burnaby

into a rented house while carpenter Hendrik built the first of three and

possibly four houses that he built around Capitol Hill. Three of them are

still very much a part of the landscape and look great. The first, 6151

Winch, was built about 1935 on a ½ acre. Louise told me the family raised

produce and kept chickens and that Francisca walked around the

neighborhood selling the eggs. We have included a photo of the house as

it looks today with a modification to the entrance and perhaps elsewhere.

The second house, built in 1945, was 250 South Warwick. It was known

by the family as “the big house”. Francisca, having married Ed Darts in

1942, was no longer living with the family. Her sisters had the front

bedrooms, Louise at the North window and Nettie the South. The house

number was later changed to 350. I was astounded when writing this

article to find the last selling price in May 2015 was $899,900! Still 3

bedrooms, 1.5 baths (I wonder if it had the ½ bath when first built?) and

2,590 sq. ft.

The third house, built in 1949 or earlier, was 246 South Warwick. Frederik

and his wife lived here with their daughter Louise who did not marry until

1952.

6151 Winch Street

350 Warwick

In addition to the several good sized houses Frederik built, in 1945

from October to December he built a small “Cabin” as Ed defined

it in his records. As usual, Ed kept careful track to the penny of the

expenditures although the last two items are lacking amounts. The

total comes to $124.68. That cabin was where Francisca and Ed

camped out when they came from the city to work on the property

they had purchased Fall 1943. It became known as the Shack and

was moved up from its first location to the South of the garages

when the house was built in 1947. The building is now used by the

Propagation Group and houses the museum of tools that were use

to develop the property plus other memorabilia from those early

days.

I find it quite wonderful that there are so many people in Greater Vancouver who appreciate the value of older

“heritage” homes and hope that Frederik’s houses will continue to be part of that group.

Cabin/shack before land clearing

In 1953 Frederik and his wife lived at 330 South Warwick, which was most likely a fourth house Frederik built next

door to the 2nd house that had been renumbered 350. This house must have been torn down, as the house on the

property now was built in 2002. I am not certain when Frederik moved to White Rock, but when he did he

assembled a pre-cut house at 15474 Goggs Avenue. That house is no longer there as the house on the property

now was built in 2007. He lived there until he was moved to the Evergreen Baptist Home where he died.



Photo:  Larix kaempferi ‘Blue Dwarf’

Source:  Scarlett Black Instagram

UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

Greetings DHGCTS membership and those aspiring to join us. Maybe

it is time to start thinking about re-upping for the next season or

becoming a member for the first time. It will not be possible to do this

in person at the 2021 AGM as safety dictates that we will need to hold

the meeting virtually. We have made it easier than ever to process

your membership request or renewal as we now accept credit card

payments with your online application. A membership processed now

is valid through to the AGM in 2022. So what are you waiting for?

It is unfortunate that, at this time when we most needed a calming stroll

through the Garden, the November Members’ Day opening had to be

cancelled. I suggest you explore the Darts Hill Garden website and

Facebook page. You can soon get immersed in beautiful images from

the Garden taken by some talented photographers as they document

the seasons unfolding each year. It is a record of the continuous, ever-

changing plant growth that we love to witness when we visit in person.

At these online sites you can also keep up with current news and

events. The most exciting post right now is about our online Auction

which goes ‘live’ on November 15 – December 10, 2020. This

wonderfully eclectic array of quality items, that await your bids, are

available just in time for one-of-a-kind Christmas gifting. Be sure to

take a look and start bidding on your favourites.

As we come to the end of this very strange and challenging year, I

would like to thank everyone who took the time to make a booking to

visit Darts Hill. Arrangements may not change substantially next year

but we look forward to being able to continue to welcome all those who

wish to wander their worries away along the paths and through the

trees of Darts Hill Garden.

My very best wishes to you all for a safe and merry Festive Season.

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ALL

GARDEN TOURS. INCLUDING

MEMBERS DAYS, ARE NOT

AVAILABLE DUE TO GLOBAL

CONCERN ABOUT THE

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

OUTBREAK.

The 2021 Annual General

Meeting of the Society

will NOT be held face to

face as in previous years.

Stay tuned for

information that will be

emailed to all members,

which will include a

‘Survey Monkey’ voting

system.



PEONY PROJECT

Submitted by Nancy Oike

WANTED:  Knowledgeable peony-loving members who can take part in the on-going peony project. 

This past spring, the Labeling Group took on a

project to identify all of the peonies in the garden.

While attempting to do so, they encountered a

couple of dozen peonies that were neither

blooming nor thriving because they were

overgrown by other plants and not getting

enough light.

A plan was developed to temporarily move these

peonies to the holding bed near the Darts

residence, where they would have lots of sunlight

and better growing conditions.

What followed was a true cooperative project

with volunteers from Labeling and Propagation,

as well as other Darts Hill members and City staff.

The work started in early October with a group of

volunteers clearing out the designated bed. The

bed was then repaired and filled with a

combination of good garden soil, sand, gravel,

and compost. Placement of water lines was

checked and the bed was sectioned off for the

placement of the peonies.

Colleen Nesbitt wresting a peony out of the bush! Anne Sprung winning the battle!

Ross Williams preparing the peony bed.



When bed preparation was complete, a small army

of volunteers went in to the garden, shovels in

hand, to search for and dig out the under-

performing peonies. This was no easy task, but our

volunteers persevered - they had to first find the

plants, then battle thorns and overgrown shrubs to

get to them, before doing the hard work of

digging. Finally, the peonies were planted in the

new bed, and given number labels. Eventually

they’ll be either returned to the garden or sold to

the public.

Many thanks to Ken Warren and all the volunteers

who participated in this project: Graham Laine,

Lloyd Bauer, Ross Williams, Kathy Piccott, Pam

Yokome, Anne Sprung, Colleen Nesbitt, and Sanne

Dryborough.

Next spring, we’ll be looking for knowledgeable

volunteers who can help us identify these new

plantings and other peonies in the garden and

perhaps make recommendations for new

acquisitions.

If you can help or know someone else who can . . . please contact us now at Info@dartshill.ca.

All done!Not all work, and no play!

Transportation to the new bed.

Paeonia hybrid. P. ludlowii x P. delavayi. Herbaceous peony in Bed 7 (K. Piccott)Unnamed Peony in bed 44.

mailto:Info@dartshill.ca


PLANTS OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Rhododendron myrtifolium is a species of

Rhododendron. This compact broadleaf evergreen is

primarily native to the Carpathian and Balkan

mountain ranges.

This shrub typically grows to only 2' tall but spreads to

3’ (approx. 1 m) or more wide. Small, evergreen,

shiny dark green leaves (to 1" long) are elliptic to

oblanceolate. Leaves turn bronze red in winter.

Tubular, rose to purple-pink flowers in clusters of 3-7

bloom in late April to May.

Common name: myrtle-leaved Rhododendron.

Our Rh. myrtifolium can be found in Beds 5, 14

and 27.

Source: www.missouribotanicalgarden.com

THE BALKANS

Picea omorika, is an evergreen conifer that is native

to limestone soils in the upper Drina River Valley in

western Serbia and eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina.

It typically grows to 50-60’ (approx. 18 m) tall in

cultivation, but will rise to as much as 100’ (30.48 m)

tall over time in its native habitat. This is a narrow,

pyramidal, tree with pendant branches that ascend at

the tips. Flattened bright green needles have silvery

undersides. Brown bark cracks into scaly plates.

Genus name is reportedly derived from the Latin

word pix meaning pitch in reference to the sticky

resin typically found in spruce bark.

One of the most attractive spruces, this tree can be

found in Bed 2E

Picea omorika - Serbian spruce

Source: www.missouribotanicalgarden.com

Submitted by K. Piccott

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.com/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.com/


CITY OPERATIONS
as provided by Maria Fish

Park Operations Coordinator – Feature Gardens

Walnut Tree

Tree Work

Gunnera WalkWe had an unusually warm fall, if not rainy. The

relatively quick temperature drop has meant that

we have needed to quickly winterize the garden.

Visiting the garden in our new reality

We had 1514 visitors to the garden during strolls

this year. When compared to overall numbers

from past years this is significantly lower. The

lower numbers can be contributed to our

shortened season and our inability to host events.

Thank you for your patience in working through the

new process of preregistration with us and our

staff in the call centre. It has been a challenge

working within our means to provide a safe

environment for our visitors.

We would like to extend a huge thank you to our

Partners in Parks team and Board Volunteers who

worked so quickly to get the garden open in the

new reality that is Covid-19. The onsite staff

(Celeste Paley, Cynthia Waiz, Lisa Hartley and

Lauren Crosbie) did a great job working with the

public during uncertain times.

We met with the fabricator and arborist on site, in

October. It was determined that an additional 4

props and two cobra cables will be needed to

support the limbs. In addition, the design of the

existing props was reviewed and modifications to

the existing props will be done (to reduce potential

girdling of the branches). We will be moving

forward with this project over the winter. The

preference is to do the installation when the

leaves are off the tree.

We have laid out the proposed alignment of the

path using a garden hose.

We will be

proceeding with

the stone

retainment and

overall expansion

of the path over

during the Winter

months.

In addition to the work on the Walnut tree we will

be pruning select trees in the garden and along 16th

Avenue. It was noted by the Collections

Committee that we will eventually need a sound

barrier along 16th Avenue and as such we will

incrementally proceed with the canopy raising over

then next three years.

We will be having 3 Malus hupehensis trees,

around the pond area, pruned to manage the

epicormic growth and for the general health of the

tree. The work will provide more light into the

pond area and encourage understory growth.

There are about half a dozen more trees that we

will be working on before the end of the year.



Drainage

Reception Pavilion

The City in consultation with the Society has

retained the services of Public Architecture and

Communication Inc. Please expect that there will

be more on this over winter as we will be asking

members for their feedback. We hope to have a

schematic design by next spring.

Stairs to bottom Suite

Over the next month we will be renovating the

steps that lead down to the caretaker’s suite to

mitigate any potential hazards. This should not

impact the day to day operations at the garden.

Park Partnerships Update

Park Partnerships will be planning for regular

spring openings with Covid precautions as needed.

Taking into consideration feedback we received on

the registration system, Park Partnerships will be

exploring what options are available over the

winter season.

In addition to the initial drainage improvements we

completed at the beginning of the year, we added

a spur that goes up the centre of the Lower

orchard in August. We will be adding an additional

line, in the next few weeks, to help improve the

drainage to bed 36. This will complete most of

the proposed drainage improvements for the area

around the Pasture.

Next year we would like to work on drainage

through the older part of the garden, in preparation

of the renovation of the former “C Beds”, beds 53

N, S & W.

While much of the work has been done with the

installation of the new entrance, we have found

that we are doing ongoing adjustments to the

area.

We are sequentially improving the area between

the main entrance gate, by the washroom, and the

new pedestrian entrance, by the old works yard

shed. By interplanting specimens from elsewhere

in the garden we are planning for future

expansion.

We will be developing two new beds and a fence

to screen the stone yard to the south of the

entrance. We will be completing this by the end

of the year.

House Upkeep

We are continuing to work through some health

and safety concerns regarding the thermostat

within the house.

The tap in the upstairs washroom has now been

fixed with replacement parts so that it does not

continuously drip.

With the renovated driveway now paved, lines

have been included for parking.

Entrance Improvements
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Pittosporum tenuifolium, is a small evergreen

shrub, 4-6’ (1-2 m) commonly known as

kōhūhū and black matipo, and by other Māori

names kohukohu and tawhiwhi. The Latin

tenuifolium means "slender-leaved“

Kōhūhū is endemic to New Zealand.

Cultivar 'Gold Star' is a compact, bushy,

evergreen shrub or small tree with red

branches bearing wavy-margined, yellow and

green variegated leaves. Leaves include

prominent white midribs and small, fragrant,

male maroon flowers in spring. Our ‘Gold

Star’ can be found in bed 36.

Care: Requires minimal pruning. To thin or reduce

growth prune mid-spring and apply a generous 5-

7cm (2-3in) mulch of well-rotted garden compost or

manure around the base of the plant.

PITTOSPORUM TENUIFOLIUM  ‘GOLD STAR’
Gold Star Kohuhu
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