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Spring and summer 2020 in Darts Hill Garden Park were unusual

with Covid 19 protocols in place during the garden open months

of June and July. Visitors enjoyed quiet, calming strolls through

the garden on the Thursday, Friday and Saturday open days. What

a relief after the garden closure to visitors during both April and

May. The garden is closed for the month of August for annual

maintenance activities but will reopen for Fall Strolls Friday,

Saturday, Sunday, September 4 to Sunday October 4.

The Sounds of Summer concerts were cancelled this summer but

a virtual music event in DHGP is planned. I will share the link with

you when it is available. The virtual video tour of Darts Hill Garden

Park was successfully completed in the first week of June,

marking Seniors Week in the City of Surrey. Here is the link to the

virtual tour.

Small dedicated volunteer groups continued to work through the

spring and summer as volunteers were able to access DHGP while

the larger public gardens such as VanDusen and UBC Botanical

Garden were closed to both visitors and volunteers due to Covid

19 in the early days of the Pandemic.

Much was accomplished in Darts Hill Garden Park by these active

groups of three to five volunteers. Only small groups were

allowed access by the City of Surrey (COS).

https://dartshill.ca/2020/06/03/darts-hill-garden-park-virtual-tour/


“Ensuring that the Park continues as a venue for learning is the

Society’s purpose and responsibility to the general public. In keeping

with the Society’s constitution, the garden is ‘to be a place of

horticultural learning’ – Article 2 (d) of the Society’s Constitution.”

The Labelling Group continued to make and place labels while the Plant Propagation and Plant Sales group

maintained Darts Nursery. In addition, they constructed a wonderful new cedar lathe house.

The Native Plant Group continued to weed and maintain their areas as well. The DHG Plant Collections

Committee completed a very ambitious planting program throughout the garden.

There is always an opportunity to join a DHGCTS volunteer group to help out. Find out more on the

updated the volunteer page on our website.

Don’t forget the wonderful weekly weeders from the South Surrey Garden Club who weeded in Beds 26, 41

& 42. They steadily worked south down the beds adjacent to 168th Avenue making incredible progress.

Check out the summer upgrade to the Society’s website. There are new banner tabs and dropdown menus

to improve site navigation. There is a link to the Virtual Garden Tour, use the little magnifying glass for a

website search to locate this, or anything else, easily. Read about the DHGCTS Artist in Residence (AiR)

program. Visit the new page highlighting the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund and SurreyCares

Community Foundation.

Did you know that the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society was incorporated in November of

2001? That’s twenty years ago in November 2021! The five original signers of the application are no

strangers to DHG Park; Douglas Justice, Graham Laine, Kathy Piccott, James Good and Marlene Gurvich

penned their names to the incorporation application as per the Society’s Act. The DHGCTS Board is

planning to mark this birthday milestone in 2021. If you have any suggestions as to how we should

celebrate this anniversary, please contact info@dartshill.ca with your ideas. Is there a legacy project we

should undertake? A special workshop? I would love it if a volunteer created an index of our Oracle

newsletters archived online. The Oracle contains twenty years of wonderful news and information about

the garden, its plants and its people but to access this treasure trove one must scroll slowly through it. Or

how about writing a special article about some of Mrs. Darts’ favorite plants or collections? Any takers?

The DHGCTS Board has begun working in several ways to support the garden by fundraising. The Society

is applying for charitable status from the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA). It is a very slow process but,

perhaps, by 2021, our twentieth year, we will be granted charitable status so those who wish to support the

work of the Society can do so and receive a tax receipt. After considerable research, the Boards’

understanding of the charitable status application process is that a very short, education-based purpose

may be favorably received by the CRA. The Society, of course, has the overall purpose of preserving Darts

Hill Garden Park in perpetuity, as a Plantsman’s Garden, in partnership with the COS as per the spirit and

vision of Francisca and Ed Darts.

The following short and sweet charitable purpose was approved at the April Board meeting as part of the

CRA application process:

https://dartshill.ca/
https://dartshill.ca/support-the-garden/
https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/#volunteer
https://dartshill.ca/visit-the-garden/#public
https://dartshill.ca/support-the-garden/
mailto:info@dartshill.ca


The Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) also

supports SurreyCares, Surrey’s Community Foundation. To

learn more about the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund

managed by SurreyCares visit www.surreycares.org. This year’s

endowment distribution from the Endowment Fund was

$156,658.85. This is the 2019 interest generated from the Darts

Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund.

The grant is used by the City of Surrey each year to fund capital

projects within Darts Hill Garden Park to improve and enhance

garden infrastructure.

The design and construction of the pond in 2014-2015 was the first large scale capital project to benefit from

the annual grant. 2020 projects like the installation of the steel railing leading to the Heritage walnut and the

extensive drainage project in the Nut Orchard and Pasture are this year’s gifts to the garden via the Darts

Hill Garden Endowment Fund. These projects would not proceed without the annual grant from

SurreyCares. Please consider donating. When you leave a gift to the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment

Fund, you are planting a seed. A seed that will grow into something for future generations to benefit from.

Please enjoy the last warm and sunny days of summer of 2020 but as autumn approaches plan to attend a

Garden Stroll. The garden will be lovely with the bright colours of the last of the summer blooms and a

plethora of fall fruits and seed pods.

Darts Hill Garden Park will reopen after the August rest period in September. Garden Strolls will take place

Friday (11-2 pm), Saturday and Sunday (11- 3 pm) in September, beginning September 4 to Sunday October

4. See you in the garden this autumn!

The DHGCT Society has a significant role in recommending to the City of Surrey, and assisting in

prioritizing the capital projects which the revenue generated from the Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment

Fund makes possible. Should the DHGCT Society be successful in acquiring charitable status, in the future

donors will have an option as to how they may contribute to the long-term success of Darts Hill Garden

Park.

City’s signage to ensure public safety during Openings. 



2020 ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

CLAIRE MOORE:

Visitors to Darts Hill Garden Park in July were enchanted

with the work of multimedia artist Claire Moore. Claire

greeted visitors in the upper orchard on most Friday and

Saturday open days with a smile, encouraging them to

participate in her three dimensional weaving project.

Each of the pieces of woven sculpture, which were

securely anchored, appeared to float, twisting above the

orchard grass. Claire created the works with long twigs to

provide the vertical structure while dried English ivy

stems were woven between them.

For more information

about her art work, please

visit Claire Moore’s

website:

www.clairemooreart.com

Image courtesy of Claire Moore.

A map of Darts Hill Garden Park through the eyes of Claire Moore

https://clairemooreart.com/


FROM THE ARCHIVE

HAND-WRITTEN NOTES

Regular readers of this column will surely know by now how amazing I have found Francisca

Koster Darts to be. What a woman! How marvelous it would be if there were a Time Machine that

would make it possible to have known her personally when she was accomplishing so many

things all at the same time.

Quitting work April 1951, after moving into the unfinished house in November 1947, she was now

free to take on not just developing the garden but to follow so many other interests. So keep in

mind, that as she added other activities the garden was still receiving lots of time and attention.

The Hazelnut Allee, perhaps one of the most significant garden features and early efforts was

planted in 1951 and in 1952 the garden was awarded the International Peace Arch Garden Trophy.

As you know from previous ‘From the Archives’ articles, from 1952-1960 Francisca was very

involved with showing, raising and selling Shetland Sheep Dogs. What has never been clear to me

from any records I located is when Francisca took up curling; however, not even she could have

become a champion curler overnight. As she typically did no less than being in a rink that were

runners up or finalists, she MUST have curled before she retired.

The first searchable records of her connection to curling are from the Surrey Archives; two boxes

of files from the Valley Curling Club which was created in 1954. These boxes include albums and

other copious records of the Fraser Valley Ladies Bonspiel Association founded in November 1957.

Studying the themed bonspiels and banquets held from February 1961 to 1969, we find that

“Fran” as she was known by that group, was a central player in at least two that are documented.

She curled at all the bonspiels.

from the journals of Ed and Francisca

as written by Nancy Armstrong

• The 4th Annual FVL Bonspiel, the “Squaw

Spiel” in 1961, Fran was in charge of

registration. Indian headdresses were

supplied to all.

• The 6th Annual, the “Vahine Luau” in 1963,

at the A event Fran’s Rink took second place

and their photo appeared in the Surrey

Leader. Participants were welcomed with

the Japanese word for welcome which is

Kangei. Which seems odd when the theme

was Polynesian?

• The 8th Annual, the “Geisha Spiel” in 1965,

Fran was Chairman. The “Geisha Girls of

White Rock” welcomed everyone. Francisca Darts and her curling team

Photos found at Surrey Archives.



Perhaps most interesting, considering this is in 1967 (the SAME

YEAR that Edwin Darts’ PNE “Special and Unusual Exhibit of

Fruits” received the only Gold Medal ever given at the PNE as well

as a Lifetime Membership) is Francisca’s Rink’s Finalist position in

the Dominion Silver Curling Championship sponsored by

Dominion Stores. In 1967 Dominion Stores were unable to reach a

compromise with the organizers of the Scotties Tournament of

Hearts so the Canadian Ladies’ Curling Association ran the

tournament by themselves with no main sponsor.

There were many other events and bonspiels with clippings and

records. Fran was always Skip or Third. There were at least five

events in 1968. One of them was held at the Richmond Winter Club

where the Ethel Graham Rink with Fran as Third were winners of the

District One playoffs. The same Rink also reached the finals in 1967.

The 1968-1969 year Fran was also a member of the FVLC Board

Committee responsible for Publicity.

In the house Museum there are photographs, trophies, and three of

Fran’s brooms (in those years curlers actually used brooms to

sweep, unlike current curlers). The three trophies are from 1963,

1965 and 1970. The L. K. Sully Trophy from 1963 was given by Mr.

Sully who was a Realtor on Marine Drive in White Rock. The 1965

trophy was from the McPherson Blossom Time Spiel for which the

Rink won 1st in the C event. The last trophy and last date connected

with Fran and curling for which I have found documentation is for

winning the C event at the Ladies Valentine Spiel at Coquitlam

Sports Centre in 1970.

Just as dogs and the garden had a beginning and end as her major

pastimes, so did curling and the garden. Amazing successes were

always achieved with all interests on which Francisca put her focus.

In the house Museum you can see

Francisca’s Cloverdale Ladies

Curling Club sweater with the

Dominion Silver label for finalist

position for 1967. There are a

“gadzoodle” of pins from various

events and clubs which were

stored in a box. There are also

seven pins attached to her sweater.

Why she chose those particular

pins is unknown. One from her

own club would be expected. The

others are from White Horse,

Prince Rupert, Dawson Creek,

Perth and Richmond.

Photos provided by Nancy Armstrong



NEW ENTRY TO THE GARDEN

BED 4E AND BED 7S

This area was completely renovated in April and May,

beginning with the removal of several large trees and

shrubs and the construction of a wide gravel entry path

to create a new entry to the garden. The Collections

Committee planted a selection of species

Rhododendrons, purchased from Fearing Farms, in

Abbotsford, on both sides of the path.

The DHGCT Society Plant Propagation and Plant Sales

group provided a super selection of ferns and

herbaceous materials to fill in the beds. 110 plants were

furnished by the Darts Nursery and planted in the new

entry beds. The deer in the garden were very pleased

and immediately nipped all the tops off the perennial

Begonias!

WILDFLOWER MEADOW

IS A BIG HIT WITH

VISITORS

Surrey parks staff, Scott Hemple and Ken

Warren began developing two wildflower

gardens in the Maple Meadow in 2019. The

display last summer was not up to snuff so

early this year the area was rototilled,

mulched and reseeded. This second soil

treatment and new seed proved to be

highly successful. These two wildflower

meadows drew visitors, particularly

photographers, into the upper Volunteer

parking lot to take a closer look as the

bountiful and very colorful display peaked

in late July. The meadow flowers will still

be blooming in September so make sure

to come by and take a look.

Photos:  K Piccott  Article provided by S. Murray

Article provided by S. Murray



Darts Hill Garden Park will reopen with new

protocols to ensure community safety as the

COVID-19 pandemic continues. Explore the

garden during our Garden Strolls, scheduled

from 11-2 pm on Fridays, and 11-3 pm on

Saturdays and Sundays from September 4,

2020, to October 4, 2020. Visitors will need to

pre-register for a 1.5-hour time slot.

Registrations times will be available every thirty

minutes. Final entrance time will be at 1 or 2

p.m. depending on the day, with a maximum of

15 registered visitors for each time slot . Call

604-501-5100 to register for a stroll.

Members’ day on Sunday in September 2020 is

cancelled due to the pandemic. October and

November Members’ Day will go ahead as

planned but there will be no drop-ins. Please

email info@dartshill.ca to book one of two

timeslots 11-1 pm and 1-3 pm to make sure

garden numbers don't exceed the limits.

MEMBERS’ DAY

Sunday October 18, 11-1, 1-3 

MEMBERS’ DAY

Sunday, November 15, 11-1, 1-3

x Chitalpa tashkentensis ‘Pink Dawn’

Photos:  Scarlett Black

Upcoming Schedule
The Garden is currently in the midst of its annual August

closure but will return to openings on Friday to Sunday

from September 4th to October 4th. This will offer a lovely

tranquil escape, far from the crowds at the beaches, to

where the fall colours may just be starting to appear.

In this Membership Corner I feel I have the license to make

a pitch for the benefits of becoming a member of the

DHGCT Society. Not the least of which is free entry to the

Garden on the above dates but also on the Members’ only

Days to be held on Oct. 18th and Nov. 15th.

There are many reasons why people become a member of

an organization. It may come with benefits but mostly it

makes us feel our support is doing a little bit of good in the

world through something we care about and think is

worthy.

Francisca Darts was an avid collector of rare and unusual

plants and trees which makes the preservation of this

garden so important. It can impart a lot of knowledge to

the horticultural world and we have a mandate to be an

educational resource.

Membership in the DHGCTS supports the vision of this

woman who loved her garden so much and all the

cherished plantings in it that she made sure its future

would be secure without her.

Please consider becoming a member at

https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/


NUT ORCHARD, by S. Murray

The Nut Orchard project took a long time to

both plan and prepare for since the original

hazelnuts were removed in August of 2016.

The Nut Orchard, replanted on July 8, 2020 is

comprised of: Corylus avellana ‘Jefferson’ and

Corylus avellana ‘Yamhill’, (two recently

introduced hazelnut cultivars that are touted

to be very resistant to the Eastern filbert blight

which decimated the original trees) Castanea

pumila and Xanthoceras sorbifolium in equal

numbers.

Castanea pumila, the Allegheny chinquapin,

American chinquapin or dwarf chestnut, is a

species of chestnut native to the southeastern

United States.

Xanthoceras sorbifolium, the yellowhorn,

goldenhorn, or Chinese flowering chestnut, is

a species of flowering plant in the soapberry

family Sapindaceae, and is the only species in

the genus Xanthoceras. It is native to northern

China.

All these young nut trees have been caged to

reduce deer damage. I look forward to

watching the Nut Orchard develop over time.

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE

Thanks very much to members, Ross Williams,

Graham Laine, Pat Mobberley and Ken Steele of

the DHGCTS Plant Propagation and Plant Sales

group who completed construction of the new

shade house at Darts Nursery June 30. The

entire project from design, cost estimation,

materials purchase and construction was done

by Group members. Sturdy pressure treated

posts were set in concrete in the first stage of

construction and left to set for a week or so.

Then the beams and stringers were fixed in place

and the cedar lathe was added. The lathe house

is a very attractive and functional addition to

Darts Nursery, allowing volunteer propagators to

grow and sell a wide selection of ferns, colourful

primulas and other lovely woodland plants.

The income derived via plant sales of this active volunteer Group assist the DHGCT Society in its stewardship role of

the garden. We are looking forward to seeing this structure covered with vines grown this year for sale at our future

plant sales. They include Schisandra rubriflora, Dactylicapnos scandens and Lonicera crassifolia ‘Little Honey’.

Photos by P. Yokome



UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

PENDING CITY OF SURREY APPROVAL

provided by Rosina Cuk

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOP

The Christmas Wreath workshops are planned

for December 5 & 6, 11am - 2pm. The DHGCTS

proposes to put canopies over the outdoor picnic

area next to the Maple Activity Centre for these

workshop. These workshops will be very much

weather and COVID dependent. For more

information contact info@dartshill.ca. An

Eventbrite sign up will be available via your

Members Mailchimp. Watch for it!

KOKEDAMA WORKSHOP

The Kokedama workshops are rescheduled

to August 29th and September 5th, 9-11 am at the

picnic area outside of the Maple Activity Centre.

The new workshop capacity is set to 4 per class.

Individual kits will be provided to each participant.

For more information contact info@dartshill.ca.

An Eventbrite sign up will be available via your

Members Mailchimp. Watch for it!

Heritage Walnut Tree
Crown lifting of the Heritage Walnut

On July 14, 2020, the hybrid walnut (Buartnut) was crown

lifted under the supervision of Master arborist Tom Walz,

from BC Plant Health Care, a Surrey arboricultural company.

Precise pruning was needed to remove the excessive end

weight of the very long scaffold limbs overhanging the main

pathway, garden beds and the stairway down from Darts

House. The arm sized pruning cuts made by the crew removed

a significant amount of live wood but the cuts are barely

visible to the untrained eye.

Additional metal props will also be placed to support those

heavy scaffolds limbs not already propped sometime this fall.

The tree work, both propping and pruning, is needed to

ensure the iconic heritage walnut remains structurally strong

for many years to come.

The end weight reductions were carried out last month, the

fabrication and installation of the supports will be done this

fall.
Provided by S. Murray

The DHGCT Society is coordinating a MASTER GARDENER online clinic

session on September 26th. The Society will host and moderate a

virtual meeting allowing Master Gardeners to answer questions

from our members and general public.

The online session will be free for DHGCT Society members; the

general public will be charged a nominal fee of $2. For more

information contact info@dartshill.ca.

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
mailto:info@dartshill.ca
mailto:info@dartshill.ca


Rhododendron campylogynum
Submitted by Nancy Oike

One rainy day in early June, I came across a tiny,

exquisite, white-flowered rhododendron, well-hidden

under a robust fern. After photographing the plant and

requesting identification on the American

Rhododendron Society Facebook page, I received

several responses identifying it as R. campylogynum.

The descriptive but rather mundane species name,

campylogynum, means “with bent ovary.” You can see

the bent style in Photo No. 1.

This variable dwarf species comes in a range of flower

colours: creamy white, rose purple, salmon pink, and

dark mahogany black/purple. A white selection, like

this one, is quite rare. The waxy flowers are only ½ to

¾ inches long and widely bell shaped. The flower

stems, calyx, and leaves are scattered with scales

which, though small, can be seen with the naked eye.

(Photo No. 2). The small ovate leaves are smooth and

glossy dark green on top and glaucous (greyish blue)

below. Photo No. 3.

R. campylogynum is widespread in its native habitat

and can be found throughout China (Yunnan and

Tibet), n India, and Myanmar – generally at altitudes of

2500 to 4800 m. Our Darts Hill example seems to be

quite happy hiding in its ferny cave; however, more

light with some afternoon shade would serve to

increase its vigour and bloom. The Collections

Committee will consider either thinning out

surrounding growth or moving the plant to a brighter,

more visible home in the future. Tip cuttings will be

taken before this is done.

This lovely rhododendron merits more attention from

our members and visitors. For now, look for it midway

on the northern edge of Bed 7s.

References:

Greer, Harold E. Guidebook to Available Rhododendrons:

Species and Hybrids. 1998: Revised Second Edition, p. 22.

JARS v39n2.

The Many Faces of Rhododendron campylogynum.

https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals. August 5, 2020.

Paghat’s Garden. Cremastum Group: Rhododendron

campylogynum. Paghat.com. August 14, 2020.

Trees and Shrubs Online. Rhododendron campylogynum.

Treesandshrubsonline.com. August 8, 2020. This photo by K. Piccott

https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals


Collections Committee 2020 Summer Update
Submitted By Susan M. Murray, Chair, DHGPCC

Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’

After a busy fall and winter researching, rating, selecting and purchasing plant materials from various

sources, Darts Hill Garden Park Collections Committee work parties met many times, first, in March to pot up

the incoming stock and then again in May to mid-July to plant the rare and unusual plants into the garden.

The list of new acquisitions is extensive but here are Bed locations, in addition to the Nut Orchard and Beds

4e and 7s as highlighted earlier in this newsletter. Check out the new plants when you are visiting the garden

in the fall.

Bed 8w and Bed 33: 

A selection of rare and unusual bulbs were planted, primarily, in Bed

8 and Bed 33 and also in several other Beds (Beds 4e, 44, 47 and 49).

Eleven different species of cobra lily (Arisaema) were planted out in

mid-May when very little growth was showing above the pot surface

but by June and July the striking foliage and patterned stems

emerged and flourished. Some of the cobra lily bloomed well this

year, providing a magnificent display of their unusual spathes. They

are finished now but next year look for: Arisaema concinnium, A.

consanguineum (White-spathed Jack in the Pulpit, Bed 4e), A.

candidissimum, A. costatum, A. exappendiculatum, A. griffithii var.

pradhanii, A. kiushianum 'Kikkou Fu', A. nepenthoides , Arisaema

propinquum, Arisaema speciosum var. magnificum, A. tortuosum

var. Helleborifolium, and Arisaema utile. Surprisingly, the deer did

not appear to be interested in either the leaves or flowers of these

bulbous plants but time will tell.

Bed 41: 

Five unusual Primula auricula (see photo on next page) cultivars were also ordered from the Japanese

nursery and were planted in the middle of Bed 41. These small plants did not bloom this spring but the spot

chosen for them is well drained and the Collections Committee is optimistic they will over winter successfully

as these plants require some winter protection and freely draining soil.

Bed 43:

Fifteen new dwarf conifers were planted in Bed 43 along its edges. They have all settled in and are well

labelled too. Bed 43 is very colourful in May when the deciduous azaleas are in full bloom. The dwarf conifers

were planted to increase the visual interest in this area year round.

Bed 23: Trillium Walk

Four new trillium species and Podophyllum chengii 'Hunan'

were imported from Yuzawa Engei nursery in Japan. The

plants arrived bare root at DHGP in early March and were

immediately potted up by members of the Collections

Committee. The Trilliums settled in quite well once planted in

Bed 23: Trillium Walk in May and are nearly dormant now. I

look forward to seeing the floral display next spring of

Trillium amabile, Trillium apetalon, Trillium camschatcense

'Nemuro' and Trillium tschonoskii.
Trillium camschatcense ‘Nemuro’

Arisaema 
tortuosum var. 

Helleborifolium



Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’

Bed 97: Bee Garden

Six fruit trees/bushes were planted in the Bee Garden in July.

Asimina triloba ‘Allegeny’(Pawpaw), Diospyros kaki ‘Izu’, (Izu

persimmon), Lycium barbarum (Biglifeberry Goji berry), Prunus

domestica, (European early Italian Prune Plum semi dwarf) and

Ziziphus jujube (Jujube tree) are the new additions to Bed 97. These

plants were selected to provide examples of the different types of

food plants that can be successfully grown in our local community.

Miscellaneous Beds: 24n, 26, 29, 36, 42, 44, 46w, 47, 48e, 49 and Magnolia walk south and west

All these garden beds received new plants. Rhododendron cultivars, two magnolias, several rare trees, dwarf

conifers, bulbs and herbaceous plants were placed in these areas of the garden. The Eucomis comosa ‘Pink

Gin’and Eucomis comosa ‘Sparkling Rosy ’ (pineapple lilies) are coming along strong in Bed 44 and should

be blooming in the fall while the Galtonia candicans, (summer hyacinth) also in Bed 44 produced stunning

white blooms on 60 cm high plants in July. Lovely!

Generally, plants established well but unfortunately several specimens were casualties of slug, rabbit and

deer predation. Herbaceous material has proved difficult to establish in the garden as a result of a high

population of these pesky and very hungry marauders. The new Rhododendrons, dwarf conifers and the

fruit/nut trees and most of the perennials are flourishing in Darts Hill Garden Park.

In summary, over three hundred new plants were planted in DHGP this spring and early summer by

members of the Collections Committee, which is a joint DHGCTS/COS working group. A big shout out to

DHGCTS members, Sharon Lawson, Nancy Oike and Celeste Paley and to COS staffers, Maria Fish, Ken

Warren and Chris Velin for a great job!

Diospyros kaki  ‘Izu’

Arisaema candidissimum Arisaema nepenthoides Arisaema concinnum Galtonia candicans

Arisaema costatumPodophyllum chengii ‘Hunan’ Primula auricula



CITY OPERATIONS
as provided by Maria Fish

The Nut Orchard Visiting the Garden in our new reality

Garden Gleaning

Beyond the unusual year we have had due to Covid-19, we have also had an unusual year when it comes to

the weather as well. Most gardeners would agree that it has been a phenomenal year for growth in their

gardens and the same holds true at Darts Hill. Everything is flush with growth. With all that happened this

spring, we were able to get quite a few projects done before any openings and we’ve been working this

month on a few more before we open again in the fall.

Thank you for your patience in working through the

new process of preregistration with us and our staff

in the call centre. It has been a challenge working

within our means to provide a safe environment for

our visitors.

We will be opening the garden again this fall for

September through to the first week in October. We

will be modifying our days and times as follows:

Fridays 11:00am – 2:00pm

Saturdays 11:00 -3:00pm

Sundays 11:00- 3:00pm

We will again have pre-registration to avoid cash

handling and to regulate the number of people in the

garden at one time. Again, registration for members

is free and is available either online using the

assigned promo code or via telephone at 604-501-

5100. In addition, there will be two members’ days

currently scheduled in October and November

We planted the Nut Orchard in the beginning of July.

Unfortunately, none of the Chilean Hazelnuts

(Gevuina avellana) have sprouted yet. As such, we

selected blight resistance hazelnuts to flank the rows

and act as place holders for when the Chilean

Hazelnuts eventually sprout. We modified the initial

layout slightly to accommodate this.

Working with Sources Community Resources

Services Society (Sources) we had our first gleanings

of the apple trees in Maple Meadows and the Upper

Orchard. Sources is an internationally-accredited,

community-based non-profit organization with more

than 40 years of experience promoting social

wellness for our community. The Community

Harvest program is one initiative of the Sources’

Food Hub where volunteers visit local backyards and

farms to harvest the fresh food on their land that

would otherwise go to waste. We will be

continuing with the gleaning weekly this fall

depending on fruit production and availability of

volunteers.

https://cityofsurrey.perfectmind.com/23615/Store/BookMe4BookingPages/Classes?calendarId=eb3150f9-be76-4ad5-9da8-385cd4a43e45&widgetId=b4059e75-9755-401f-a7b5-d7c75361420d&embed=False
http://www.sourcesbc.ca/


Entrance Improvements

Park Partnerships Update

Park Partnerships will be coordinating the garden

openings this fall and ensure that we are able to

provide a safe experience for our visitors. It is

interesting to hear from visitors how appreciative

they are to have a place that they know will be safe

and not overrun with people during this pandemic.

In addition to the openings this team working with

the City’s Art Services team to film a musical

performance in the garden in August. The

performance will be a part of the City’s Virtual

Surrey Fusion Festival: “This year’s family-friendly

livestream will feature a series of segments including

cultural performances, musical entertainment, art

lessons, Surrey history, Indigenous education, dance

lessons, cooking segments and kids’ activities.”

The performance will be released on the City’s

Facebook and Instagram accounts September 25th

through to October 25th, 2020 in conjunction with

Culture Days. This provides for an excellent

opportunity to showcase the garden’s beauty to the

broader community.

The new entrance has been installed! The development of the new entrance was brought forward this spring,

to assist with the fluidity of the one-way path system, needed for social distancing. The path and planting of

the area was completed in mid-June.

The Propagation Committee generously donated numerous

herbaceous perennials to interplant amongst the specimen

Rhododendrons selected by the Collections Committee. Many of the

plants that were used where taken from cuttings/ divisions/ seedlings

of plants in the historic garden.

It is nice to be able to showcase the hard work that the propagation

group does at the front of the garden and the donation is greatly

appreciated.
Photos:  S. Murray

Drainage   

Drainage improvements were completed in June as

we opened the garden and we have noted

improvements already given all the rain we had in

June. However, some areas of the lower orchard are

still retaining too much moisture and are contributing

to the decline of some of the historic apple trees. We

will be adding a line going through the orchard.

Heritage Walnut Tree 

The end weight reductions were carried out last

month, the fabrication and installation of the supports

will be done this fall. (See article by S. Murray in this

issue.)

Juglans cinerea x Juglans ailanthifolia var. cordiformis

(butternut/Japanese walnut hybrid)  - Photo:  Scarlett Black

https://www.surreyfusionfestival.ca/


Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust  Society 

is an organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey 

to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

dartshill.ca

Provided by Editor:  Kathy Piccott

Thanks to James Good and Nimi Sangha 

for proof reading this edition.

PRESERVATION WITHIN THE HOUSE - ON-GOING.

Volunteers from the DHGCT Society have met with Surrey’s Heritage Services staff to discuss the house

inventory project as well as to create a Conservation Guide to preserve items within the house. There were 7

recommendations within this Guide. One recommendation was to install UV (ultraviolet) film on the

livingroom/diningroom windows. UV film will repel heat, reduce glare and protect furnishings. The City

budgeted for this film and the film has now been installed.

A table protector and additional folding chairs have been purchased for the diningroom table, by the DHGCT

Society, to reduce wear and tear of the heritage chairs and reduce damage to the top of the table.

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
http://www.dartshill.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/dartshillgarden/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DartsHillGarden
https://www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden/?ref=br_rs

