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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:
SUSAN MURRAY
April and May in Darts Hill Garden Park were absolutely lovely, I am
sure. Unfortunately Darts Hill Garden Park was closed both months
due to the Pandemic caused by Covid-19. Here is what the Darts Hill
Garden Conservancy Trust Society posted on Facebook, Instagram,
on the DHGCTS website and in our member’s monthly email out.
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“As we follow the direction of our Provincial Health Authority. Dr.
Bonnie Henry, it is clear that social distancing is key to containing the
transmission of the virus. Due to COVID-19, Darts Hill Garden Park
will remain closed until MAY 31, 2020. MAY Garden Strolls, garden
tours, member’s days, plant sales, work parties, workshops, and
special events such as the “Mother’s Day” event and the
“Resplendent” temporary art display are cancelled.
Darts Hill Garden Park will reopen, and when it does, the garden will
be ready to welcome you with its wonderful floral parade of
blooms.”
As I write this, plans are in the works to open
DHGP. I have no definitive information on
June or July garden openings but will post
any news in the May Members MailChimp
which you should receive at the end of May
or the first few days of June. Check
www.dartshill.ca as well for an update in the
events or news sections."
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DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK - 1633 170TH STREET, SURREY, B.C.

DRAINAGE UPDATE
as provided by Susan Murray

The City of Surrey has used the April and May closures of Darts Hill Garden Park to proceed
with several significant projects in the garden: A huge drainage improvement project in the Nut
Orchard on the west side of the garden and in the pasture area was substantially completed
during the Park closure.
Both of these projects have been in the planning stages for several years and were very high on
the capital project list. The drainage in these areas has improved greatly due to the installation
of the new drains which connect to the storm sewer on 16th Avenue.
For those of you who attended the March 7 AGM of the Society or have viewed the Master Plan
for DHGP (available in the special April edition of The Oracle ), you know that a new entrance is
planned for Darts Hill Garden Park. Preparations are underway, beginning with the new
alignment of the entry pathway and the removal of several trees and other plants to make this
work.

Drainage improvement

New entrance being planned

FROM THE ARCHIVE - HAND-WRITTEN NOTES
From the journals of Ed and Francisca
Provided by Nancy Armstrong
FRANCISCA’S INCREDIBLE LIBRARY

Francisca Maria Darts used
at least three different
bookplates. This one above
is the one that appears in
most of the collection.
Clearly a good choice for a
gardener who is also a
voracious reader and longtime collector of books.

During the Spring, Kathy Piccott and I (the “house
mothers” of the Darts’ House) worked for many
hours on several days to SHELF READ the total
collection of books shelved throughout the house.
The non-circulating collection is housed in the
kitchen, living room and bedroom. Shelf reading
typically is done by two people, one looking at the
SHELF LIST while the other is looking at the
books on the shelves and rearranging them as
needed. The purpose of this process is to be
certain that the books are still in the collection and
that they are arranged correctly. Kathy, who was
responsible for setting up the comprehensive
CATALOGUE, kept track of the Shelf List, and I
did the arranging of the books. As some of the
shelves are all the way to the ceilings there were
some tricky bits and much time on a ladder or …?

Nancy Armstrong – shelf reading!

Before I comment on the collection a few words about how the collection
came to be here and my involvement. Francisca’s Will provided funds to cover
the cost of cataloguing the entire collection and it was bequeathed to
Margaret Charlton, Francisca’s “bestie” and Charlie Sale, (except for any
volumes that might be of specific interest to the Vancouver Rhododendron
Society, the Vancouver Alpine Garden Society, or the UBC Botanical
Garden). This was done although UBC declined to take any, as
every book of interest to them they already possessed . As Margaret already
has a large collection of her own she and Charlie donated the remaining books
bequeathed to them, to the Darts Hill Garden Society. The books were placed
back on the shelves in the house, I believe in more or less the order of where
they were when taken from the house. (the above information regarding the Will
and the donation was provided by Charlie and Margaret). I am a retired Librarian and
Library professor from UBC, so it seemed logical to have me take
responsibility.

As soon as I saw the total collection I was amazed. The periodical collection,
mostly from the various organizations to which Francisca belonged, includes
several devoted solely to Alpines, confirming her interest in Alpines. (although
never having built beds devoted to Alpines herself). The book collection is far
more diverse than I could have imagined, not knowing Francisca until I started
volunteering in the garden in 2002 and even then having limited conversations
with her.

I am a great lover of books and although the digital age has brought us eBooks and audiobooks, which I do use
and appreciate, there is nothing more wonderful than holding a hard copy book and being able to look at
beautiful color photographs, accessing the appendix easily and frequently if wanted, and appreciate the
thoughtful choices of type face, paper, binding, and all the bits and pieces that go into creating a lovely book.
When I was a child of 10, my mother despaired as we would go to the library and I would check out the two
books children were permitted and have one read by the time we returned home. By speaking to the head
librarian, the problem was solved. I was given an Adult Card and was able to check out 10 books at a time.
When I have occasion to be in someone’s house I am always surprised if there are no bookshelves, as I have
bookshelves in most rooms in my house. What does any of this paragraph have to do with Francisca? It is
because I believe Francisca and I are soul mates. And …
I believe that a person’s book collection is a window to
their soul. Francisca appears to have kept every book she
ever owned, or at the very least a good number of them.
All of them have bookplates. I am tempted to take every
book off the shelf and look at the flyleaf to check for
inscriptions. There is some question about whether
Francisca attended high school, yet her copy of LORNA
DOONE says Francis Koster, Flin Flon Man, Oct 11/32,
Grade XI. Another inscriptions may even suggest to us
what a teacher thought of a very bright 14-year-old. What
more could we learn about her from “reading” just the
titles of her books. Her interests were so diverse … a
fiction collection containing many classic novels and also
best seller novels over the years; however, it is the nonfiction collection that is more surprising.
Not a surprise is that the bulk of the non-fiction
collection are books related in some way to plants: howto grow various plants, detailed and beautifully illustrated
books on one particular plant, biographies and
autobiographies of famous gardeners from several
countries, histories of famous gardens, and any other
plant related topic that a serious gardener would want to
access in the comfort of her home. Quite a few of these
books were clearly purchased at second hand
bookstores with prices added as low as “95 cents”. At
least one of them we know for certain was purchased
from an antiquarian bookseller in England, as the bill of
sale is still in the book. So minimal sleuthing tells us that
Francisca was always on the hunt for just the perfect
book for her needs or interest at one time or another,
but that when the book was found she would keep it
and keep track of it. Next time you visit the house you
can see that the bookshelves all have NUMBERS.
Francisca kept, in her fashion, a list of the books as
arranged on the numbered shelves.

“To Francis from her S.S. teacher,
October 1930
The future shall be what you
have willed
Hold to a vision and shape it true”
Ivanhoe was a gift from her Grade IX Social studies teacher in
Flin Flon, Manitoba in 1930. The inscription written when
“Francis” was only 14 suggests that Ms. Holland recognized
her enormous potential to become the person who would go
on to fulfill so many visions.

Mrs. Darts catalogue of shelf books

The rest of the non-fiction collection, shelved in the living room beside the
fireplace, are where the diversity of her interests are revealed. Titles, both
classic and of the time on Philosophy, Psychology, Religion, World
History, Geography, Anthropology, Social Science, Political Science,
Poetry and Music plus a complete set of the ENCYCLOPEDIA
BRITTANICA which covers all these disciplines and more.
Next time you visit the house, if you would like to know anything more
about this amazing library and how you can use it as a perk of your
membership please stop and have a chat with me. I am always at the
house on Members’ Day.

Most of non-fiction collection in the
living room.

“Francisca Koster
Salisbury School”

“Whatever you do,
do Right”

When shelf reading we found
several books with inscriptions.
This one was written by Mrs. Darts
herself.

Her interests were so diverse …

Fiction collection in bedroom.

S (Agriculture) and Q (Science) in the
kitchen diningroom.

The Library is catalogued using the Library of Congress Classification
System. This is an alpha numeric system, which is appropriate for
specialized collections as it created shorter Call Numbers.

Photo: Scarlett Black

Deciduous azalea
Photo by Scarlett Black
as posted on Facebook

UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

WATCH FOR EMAIL
UPDATES OR VISIT THE
WEBSITE FOR AN
UPDATE ON GARDEN
OPEN DATES.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

I know we are longing for the time when we can start roaming the paths
of Darts Hill Garden again. Luckily, when we return, the Garden will still
be there in all its glory having been quite oblivious to the drama happening
all around it.
Meanwhile, if you cannot visit someone else’s garden you can grow your
own. Indoor or outdoor, big or small spaces, the fun and challenge of
growing plants can still be enjoyed. Many of the nurseries are open and
would welcome your business.
For those who already have gardens, maybe add a first-time veggie patch
to help put fresh produce on the table or fill in empty spaces with a bunch
of colourful annuals this year to lift the spirits.
For those with less energy or less space, you can still exercise your green
thumbs with container gardens on a patio or balcony. That cherry tomato
plant will give you a crop for a couple of months while pots and hanging
baskets can encourage hummingbirds, butterflies and bees to visit. My
personal favourites are sedums and succulents in a bowl on a stand. They
are so self-sufficient.
I see a lot of children visiting the Garden with their parents. Maybe help
them to understand a plant’s life cycle by showing them how to grow a
pumpkin from seed for Halloween.
We are all looking forward to the day when Darts Hill Garden is open
again. Our DHGCTS member-volunteers will be anxious to get back to
their activities. The Hospitality team will be there to welcome you back.
Our Tour Guides will share their knowledge of the rare and unusual plants
with you and answer your horticultural questions. And, I know many of
you are eager for the Propagation group to hold plant sales again. The
plants are being very well cared for and will be ready for new homes as
soon as sales can resume.
In the meantime, happy gardening and stay safe.

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE
Darts Hill Garden Plant Sale enthusiasts will
be pleased to hear that our little nursery has
been well taken care of and hundreds of
new plants added to our stock during the
ongoing Covid-19 shutdown. Luckily, limited
numbers of volunteers have been allowed to
continue their work at Darts Hill following all
the recommended protocols. Today we
highlight the efforts of two of the
Propagation Group, Sanne Dryborough and
Anne Sprung.
Sanne has spent days and days and more
days in the plunge beds, weeding, repotting,
dividing, reorganizing, hauling wheelbarrows
of debris and plunging new introductions to
our inventory. Our nursery has never been in
such fantastic shape with almost every
square foot filled to the brim and our plant
lists and signs printed and ready to go.

And for those empty spaces Anne has been
very busy growing new and favourite plants
from seed from the garden, the Alpine
Garden Club Seed Exchange, the South
Surrey Seed Library and various gardens
both here and in New Zealand. To entice our
plantaholics her list includes Meconopsis
baileyi, Shisandra rubriflora, Angelica gigas,
Sideritis syriaca, Caryopteris clandonensis
‘Dark
Knight’,
three
different
Leptospermum,
Fuchsia
boliviana,
Calceolaria
polyrhiza,
Scrophularia
macrantha, Geum trifolium, Edraianthus
gramifolius and many more!
We are looking forward to having visitors
and plant shoppers back in the garden when
we get the all clear from the City of Surrey.
See you then!

Provided by Pam Yokome

AMAZING PLANTS OF DARTS HILL
YELLOW BLOOMING MAGNOLIAS IN DART HILL GARDEN PARK (DHGP)
Text and photos © Susan M. Murray, (field observations made April 29, 2020 )
Yellow blooming magnolias are relatively rare in comparison to the burgeoning list of white, pink and purple flowering
magnolias that are available commercially. Darts Hill Garden Park is graced with eleven yellow blooming trees of
various sizes and ages. Mrs. Darts planted a Magnolia acuminata (Bed 15s) and a Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata
(Bed15n) decades ago as shown by their height and significant trunk diameters. Both of these trees are extremely
important in the hybridization of showy yellow magnolias. While the yellowish-green flowers of Magnolia acuminata
are hidden by the leaves and the yellow flowers of Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata are also not much remarked
upon by visitors, their genes have created a flourishing list of yellow blooming magnolias, including the eight
cultivars found in DHGP: ‘Butterflies’, ‘Carlos’, ‘Elizabeth’, ‘Golden Endeavor’, ‘Golden Gift’, ‘Judy Zuk’, ‘Sundance’,
and ‘Yellowbird’. Magnolia fraseri, the last on our list of yellow bloomers in DHGP, deserves a separate mention as it
is a species.

1. Magnolia acuminata, Bed # 15s. Cucumber tree.
The crown of this lofty magnolia rises well above the other plants in Bed
15s. Its trunk is large, 45 cm diameter at breast height (DBH), making it a
considerable specimen for Darts Hill Garden Park. The Cucumber tree, so
named because the immature green fruit resembles a cucumber, is the
only magnolia native to Canada. It is rare as it is only found in three very
small pockets in Ontario, immediately north of Lake Erie. It is an
endangered species too, threatened with imminent extirpation in its
Canadian range. In its native habitat, it becomes a medium sized tree 25
metres high with an average trunk diameter of 75 cm. The greenish-yellow
bell shaped flowers (tepals are 8 cm long) are inconspicuous and are easily
overlooked by visitors to DHGP as they appear high in the tree as the

leaves reach full size (leaves were emerging April 29 but no flowers were
evident). The Magnolia acuminata in DHGP was purchased by Mrs. Darts

from Gossler Farm Nursery, Springfield, Oregon (Gossler Farms is still in
business today; Marjorie Gossler is 91).

2. Magnolia acuminata var. cordata, Bed # 15n.
Named the Yellow Cucumber tree, this magnolia is tucked just to the west
of the magnificent Stewartia monodelpha which is easily identified by its
large interpretive sign. Yellow Cucumber tree is a rare tree in the wild but
has been cultivated since the 1800’s. The mature Magnolia acuminata var.

cordata in DHGP has a DBH of 25 cm; much smaller than its very close
relative in Bed 15s. It typically grows to a smaller size, even a smaller leaf
size, than Magnolia acuminata. The specimen in DHGP has a strongly
upright oval shape. The trunk, with its attractive scaly grey-brown bark, is
easy to see from the Tractor Road. The narrow vertical bark plates
sporadically lift away revealing a chocolate brown inner color. The bright
canary yellow flowers are borne after the leaves unfurl, so this magnolia is
not as showy as the earlier blooming magnolias in the garden. The leaves
were just unfolding April 29 with no flowers visible. This magnolia may
also re-bloom in the fall.

This tree was purchased by Mrs. Darts in 1973 for $10.00 from the
Gosslers.

Date of Photo: May 13, 2020

3. Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Yellow Bird’, Bed # 23.
(M. acuminata var. subcordata) x (M. x brooklynensis 'Evamaria')
The Yellowbird magnolia in DHGP is a relatively young tree (8
cm DBH). It is growing very well as a lawn specimen just to the
west of Bed 23. Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Yellow Bird’ has
upright flowers which are green tinged at the base of the tepals
and entirely green in bud. The golden flowers are about 10 cm
long and 5 cm wide with red stamens. The tree flowers as the
leaves open, but still earlier than is typical for M. acuminata. A
few flower buds at the top of the tree were showing color on
April 29, while the lower flower buds were still green and

closed. Peak bloom time for Yellow Bird magnolia in DHGP is early to mid-May. The leaves of Yellow Bird magnolia
are large, long and resemble its Magnolia acuminata parent. The Yellow Bird magnolia in DHGP exhibits a very
strong central leader and is now 7.6 metres tall with a spread of 2 metres. It has a regular branching pattern and an
attractive, narrowly pyramidal shape.

4. Magnolia ‘Butterflies’, (MWW). Butterflies magnolia.
Butterflies magnolia is a cross arising from M. acuminata
‘Fertile Myrtle’ x M. denudata ‘Sawada’s Cream’. The
Butterflies magnolia located on the Magnolia Walk West
(MWW), has grown into a very pleasant round shape, 3 metres
by 3 metres, with branching right to the ground. It has a 10 cm
DBH and an attractive sprawling horizontal branching habit. The
large deep yellow blooms of Butterflies magnolia are 8-10 cm
across with showy red stamens.

There are 10- 15 tepals. Peak bloom for Butterflies in DHGP is mid-April. The narrow goblet shaped flowers had
just finished blooming April 29. As an aside: 'Fertile Myrtle' Magnolia is a prolific seedling tree of M. acuminata
var. acuminata raised from northern Ohio seed and is extremely self-fertile.

5. Magnolia ‘Carlos’, Bed # 32. (M. acuminata var. subcordata × veitchii)
Magnolia 'Carlos' is selection of Koen Camelbeke and Philippe
de Spoelberch, from the Arboretum Wespelaar in Belgium, of
an Eisenhut seedling which flowers concurrently with M.
‘Elisabeth'. The flowers of Carlos exhibit creamy yellow tepals,
which are greenish yellow at the base moving to pale yellow at
the tip. Peak bloom in DHGP is mid-April. The hint of greenish
yellow in its blooms shows its M. acuminata parentage.
The blooms of Magnolia 'Carlos' (8-10 cm by 3-4 cm wide)
flower just before and with the unfolding leaves. The musky
scent of the blooms is notable. The Magnolia ‘Carlos’ in DHGP
has a loose open habit. It was planted in the spring of 2014 and
at 2.8 m high by 2.8 m wide is approximately half of its
anticipated mature size.

6. Magnolia ‘Elizabeth’, Bed # 34. Elizabeth magnolia.
Elizabeth magnolia is the result of a cross between M.
acuminata and M. denudata. It was introduced by the Brooklyn
Botanic Garden in 1978 and is one of the first yellow Magnolias
to become commercially available to home gardeners. The very
fine Elizabeth magnolia in DHGP measures 10 metres by 10
metres, creating a bold round form. The tree is low headed with
the strongly upright or vase shaped ascending branches arising
at 1 metre above ground level. The Elizabeth Magnolia in DHGP
is a mature specimen for our PNW climate. Its beautiful
tapered buds open in advance of the leaves in mid-April. The
sweetly scented flowers are a delightful creamy yellow
softening to a much paler tint. The tepals are 10 cm long.
The flowers hold their shape well and do not shatter during our rainy spring weather. Peak bloom for Elizabeth in
DHGP is mid to late April.
Magnolia ‘Elizabeth’ was purchased by Mrs. Darts at the Van Dusen Tree Sale in 1991 for $51.00. It is
approximately 35 years old. Elizabeth has become a garden favorite with visitors and an outstanding feature tree in

DHGP.

7. Magnolia ‘Golden Endeavor’, Bed # 16w. ('Miss Honeybee' × 'Sundance')
The Golden Endeavor Magnolia in DHGP was planted November 8, 2018 and has settled in very well. It is expected
to mature to a height of 6 m with a rounded, spreading habit. The leaves are 18 cm by 18 cm in size. There were
no blooms evident on April 29, but in the future expect to see deep yellow flowers with a heavy texture. The flower
base is green flushed, the flowers are small, cup-shaped, about 10 cm in diameter. Magnolia ‘Golden Endeavor’ is
touted to be extremely floriferous which was one of the reasons it was selected by the DHGP Collections
Committee for the garden.

8. Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’, ('Miss Honeybee' × [M.acuminata × M.denudata])
Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’ is a semi dwarf growing just 2 metres
in approximately 10 years. The flowers, with six tepals, are
vivid yellow about 11 cm in diameter, with a faint green flush
to their base. Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’ blooms at an early age.
When in bloom there is a succession of flowers from its
numerous terminal and auxiliary buds.
The flowers of Golden Gift open over a long period of time, at
least four weeks, with peak bloom in DHGP in late April. It is
one of the few yellow flowered Magnolias suited to our
smaller urban gardens. Its small size was one of the reasons
it was selected by the DHGP Collections Committee for the
garden. 'Golden Gift' Magnolia is waiting to be planted in
DHGP.

9. Magnolia ‘Judy Zuk’. (M. acuminata × unnamed seedling [BBGRC #491]).
Judy Zuk Magnolia was hybridized in 1980 at the Brooklyn
Botanical Garden's Kitchawan Field Station (BBG #1164). The
name Judy Zuk honors a former director of the Brooklyn Botanical
Garden. Judy Zuk is an unusual new introduction. The flowers
are golden-yellow with a yellow-orange outer surface, and appear
before or as the leaves unfurl, usually one week earlier than M.
'Elizabeth'. Its medium yellow flowers shade to a pinkish-orange
at their base and have a strong scent. Peak bloom in DHGP is late
April. This magnolia should grow slowly to a mature height and
spread of 6- 9 metres, creating a round form. Judy Zuk is waiting
to be planted in DHGP.

10. Magnolia ‘Sundance’, (MWS).(M. acuminata × M. denudata).
Sundance Magnolia, when in bloom in mid to late April, is a
highlight of the Magnolia Walk South (MWS). The large showy
flowers are cream yellow, each easily 20 cm in diameter with
yellow stamens. The flowers fade to a delightful pinkish hue. The
Magnolia ‘Sundance’ in DHGP is a small tree 3 metres by 2.5
metres wide. It has a prominent central leader with a strongly
pendulous branching habit. This magnolia propagates easily from
cuttings.

Magnolia fraseri, Bed 8w. Fraser magnolia. Ear-leaved umbrella
tree
Magnolia fraseri is a native of the cool slopes of the Appalachian
Mountains of the South Eastern USA. The leaves of this magnolia
are very large, up to 45 cm long. The two prominent ear-like lobes
at the base of the leaf give it its common name, ear-leaved
magnolia or ear-leaved umbrella tree. The large fragrant flowers
are up to 23 cm wide. They are a creamy white to pale yellow and
are one of the last magnolias to bloom in DHGP. Blooms appear
in late May in DHGP long after the leaves have emerged.
The Magnolia fraseri in Bed 8w was dedicated to Mrs. Darts at
the Celebration of her Life in May 2013. It was a magnolia she
was thought to have admired.
Sources:
Cadwaladr, M. A Secret Garden: The Story of Darts Hill Garden Park, 2019: DHGCTS, Surrey, BC. p. 134.
Darts Hill Inventory Snapshot, 2012.
DHGP Collections Committee. Record of New Plant Acquisitions and Relocations. November 2018.
Farrar, J. L. Trees in Canada. 1995: Fitzhenry & Whiteside Ltd. Markham, ON.
Jacobsen, A.L. North American Landscape Trees. 1996: Ten Speed Press, Berkeley, Ca.
Samuelson, L, J. and Hogan, M.E. Forest Trees: A Guide to the Eastern United States. 2006: Prentice, Upper Saddle River, NJ.

Checklist of the Cultivated Magnolias, Third ed., 2020 Advance copy provided for comment and review. Compiled by Matthew Lobdell, Curator of Living
Collections, The Morton Arboretum.
https://dartshill.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/summer-2014.pdf, Yellow Magnolias by Nancy Oike.
https://gosslerfarms.com/?page_id=40, accessed May 3, 2020.
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/193896/2289975#population, accessed May 2, 2020.

UPCOMING VIDEO – THE HISTORY OF
THE GARDEN, as provided by S. Murray
On May 15, 2020 Ken Warren, DHGP technician, Lauren Crosby,
COS Partners in Parks and Glen Chua, COS Marketing videographer
plus Susan Murray from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust
Society spent the day in Darts Hill Garden Park shooting a video to
share on social media in the coming weeks.
The history of garden, the wonderful plants in the garden and the
lifework of Mr. and Mrs. Darts were highlighted by Ken and Susan, the
two narrators. We will have to wait for the publication of the video(s) but
both Ken and Susan reported that it was surprisingly more difficult to
speak into the lens of the video camera than anticipated. Redos were big
part of the day.
Look for the release of the Darts Hill Garden Park 2020 video soon!

SPRING ARRIVAL OF BEES AT DARTS
HILL GARDEN PARK provided by Susan Murray.
April 22, 2020 marked the arrival of honeybees
once again in Darts Hill Garden Park. The folks
from the Honeybee Centre placed a hive of
30,000 honeybees in the Honeybee garden in the
Maple Meadow on a rainy Wednesday afternoon.
The honeybees at Darts Hill Garden Park are very
productive and produce an excellent quantity of
honey throughout the growing season. Not
surprisingly, a good portion of the bee’s food
comes from tree pollen, which is a little different
than the hives in other locations in Surrey.
Genevieve Forrest, from the Honeybee Centre,
used a bee smoker to calm the bees during the
placement of the new hive.
In addition to honeybees, mason bee
condominiums were also positioned around the
garden in April. Look for the pole with the
distinctive wooden box atop it. One mason bee
condo is in the Native Loop, for example. These
gentle native bees are very efficient pollinators of
fruit trees, berry bushes and other spring
blooming plants.

PLANTS OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

SW

CHINA

Davidia involucrata, commonly called dove tree, is native to mountain forests in central China. Other common
names, all in reference to the unique flowers, include handkerchief tree, laundry tree and ghost tree. This tree is the
only species in this genus and the Genus name honors Abbe Armand David (1826-1900), a French missionary in
China who collected many plants and animals. Père David was also the first westerner to describe another rare
Chinese endemic, the giant panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca).

Davidia involucrata is a deciduous tree that typically grows 7-12m (20-40’) tall with a broad pyramidal habit. Redanthered flowers in rounded clusters bloom in April-May. However the showy parts of the bloom are the large ovalrounded showy white involucre bracts, one 75-100mm (3-4 inches) long and the other 15-17cm (6-7 inches long)
which subtend each flower cluster. The bracts flutter in the slightest breeze, and, from a distance, looking like white
doves sitting in the tree, hence the common name. Flowers are followed by round, greenish-brown, golf ball-sized
fruits on 5-7.5cm (2-3”) stems. Toothed, broad oval, red-stalked, bright green leaves 7.5-15cm (3-6” long) are heartshaped at the base. Variable fall color ranges from undistinguished dull pastels to bright oranges and reds with a
cinnamon coloured bark to provide winter interest. Best grown in organically rich, consistently moist, well-drained
soils in full sun to part shade. If you don’t want to wait for flowers the cultivar 'Somona' begins to bloom at about
two years old, whereas seedling-grown plants of this species may take ten years to begin flowering.
Darts Hill’s Dove tree grows in Bed 16e where it was planted in 1968, being purchased by Lloyd Smith for $2.25.
Photos and article provided by Pam Yokome

Say HELLO to the newest DHGCTS committee:
THE WORKSHOP COORDINATING GROUP
At the April 6, 2020 online Board meeting a new
working committee received approval. Rosina Cuk
has agreed to chair the freshly minted Workshop
Coordinating Group. In 2019, Rosina worked very
hard to bring a number of workshops to fruition, a
Bee Workshop (Bee Curious), several Plant
Portraiture workshops and, at Christmas time, the
Wreath Making Workshops. These successful
workshops were open to both DHGCTS members
and the general public for the first time. A full slate of
workshops was planned for the spring of 2020 but all
were cancelled due to Covid-19 but planning for the
future carries on. Here is an overview of the
responsibilities and qualifications for members of the
Workshop Coordinating Group. Please consider
joining. Contact info@dartshill.ca to express your
interest in this new group.

Responsibilities: (depending upon the role being
performed)

The Workshop Coordinating Group organizes and
coordinates workshops on behalf of the Darts Hill
Garden Conservancy Trust Society. The group
provides educational opportunities to DHGCTS
members as well as to the general public. The three
main areas of responsibility for the group include
developing workshop programs, coordinating
logistical and financial matters for workshops; and
fulfilling reporting requirements.

●
●

Qualifications:
●
Strong organizational skills with a high attention
to detail.
●
Strong interpersonal skills, with the capacity to
handle cross-team communications and tasks.
●
Enjoys working with the public.
●
Experience in event planning or other business
disciplines is an asset.
Looking for other volunteer activities? Check out the
Society’s
updated
Volunteer
page
at
https://dartshill.ca/get-involved/#volunteer to find out
more about the Newsletter Volunteer Team and the
Book Marketing and Publicity Committee. These
groups are also looking for members. Take a look at
what they do and see if you might be able to lend a
hand. New members in all of the Society’s
committees, groups and teams are always welcome.

Provided by Susan Murray

A 1-year commitment is required from Workshop
Coordinating Group members. (~40 hours per year)
●
●
●
●
●

●

●
●

●

Designing and developing workshops with
guidance from the DHGCTS Board.
Inviting workshop speakers / facilitators.
Publicizing workshop activities.
Providing up-to-date schedules to the DHGCTS
Board.
Developing workshop promotional materials,
distributing marketing material online and
offline.
Being accountable for budgeting, profit & loss
reporting, and full business planning.
Setting up and teardown of workshops.
Checking-in and directing workshop attendees
to the appropriate location.
Processing workshop registrations, answering
questions if they arise.
Coordinating with workshop facilitators,
ensuring all workshop materials and space
requirements are met, arranging transportation
if required.
Liaising with other committees and operational
units to ensure access to the garden before
and after hours if required.

Pique your interest? I hope so, as ensuring that
Darts Hill Garden Park continues as a venue for
learning is the purpose and the primary responsibility
of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
to the general public. This is in keeping with the
Society’s constitution, the garden is ‘to be a place of
horticultural learning’. Our volunteers all play a
significant role in helping Darts Hill Garden Park
function smoothly. They enjoy educating the public
about plants, horticulture and Mr. and Mrs. Dart’s
legacy. Every volunteer group, from Ambassador
Tour Guides to the new Workshop Coordinating
Group, assists in making Darts Hill Garden Park a
place of horticultural learning.

UPDATE ON THE NATIVE PLANT GARDEN
Provided by Nancy Oike

Our lovely vine maples are in bloom, as are native
roses, rhododendrons, and dogwood.

A bumper crop of edible fruits and berries is in
the making on our native trailing blackberries,
salmon berries, and thimble berries.

While our members and potential visitors have
been staying home, our native garden has been
getting on with its life without you ...
The new garry oak meadow has started
blooming despite having to fend off an onslaught
of deer, rabbits, slugs and a couple of alder
trees that came down on it over the winter.

Bunchberries, camassi, columbine, and corydalis
all combined to put on an amazing display.
Fortunately, all of these plants will be there next
spring to welcome you back to Darts Hill.

CITY OPERATIONS

as provided by Maria Fish
Park Operations Coordinator – Feature Gardens
General
The limited access in the garden, due to the recent
COVID 19 outbreak, has meant that there are very few
people in the garden. We appreciate Society Members
maintaining social distancing while doing essential work
only. Efforts are underway through the Society to bring
the garden into peoples homes through Instagram and
other social networking sites.
With the cancellation of all major activities in April and
May, the garden is quieter than normal at this time of
year. Staff are moving forward with more project-based
work. Of course, they are limited in what they can do
given social distancing requirements and a few of the
projects have been put on hold.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all Park Partnership
related activities were cancelled at Darts Hill Garden
Park for April and May. This included the Get Growing
event and the Mother’s Day event. Scheduled tours
were notified of cancellations, as well.
A new railing has be installed on the steps by the
Heritage walnut with minimal disturbance to the
surrounding plant material.

Photo: K. Warren

Copyright Agreement
The City of Surrey and Shaw Cablesystems G.P.
(Shaw) have come to an agreement on the rights
to A/V material of Mrs. Darts and Darts Hill
Garden Park produced for local garden shows.
The copyright release is for “television programs
featuring footage of Darts Hill and Mrs. Darts,
which have historical significance to Darts Hill;”
This generous agreement gives us the ability to
create a digital library of historic material which
features Mrs. Darts and the Garden.

Benches
Four new benches have been installed in
locations previously agreed upon with the Society
and City Staff. One was installed along the
‘Augustinii Walk’; another was installed along the
‘Sequoia Walk’; and two were installed at the
Southern entrance of the former path between
bed 20 and bed 12 (west of the pond). All
locations where thoughtfully selected to provide
moments of contemplation in the garden.

Entrance Improvements

Drainage

In anticipation of the planned improvements to the
historical beds, the Collections Committee met
with Douglas Justice. The recommendation from
Douglas was that we improve the drainage and
amend the soil prior to renovating the plantings. In
addition, it was recommended that a conceptual
design be developed for this area prior to the
commencement of work. We will be discussing
the advancement of this work with the Society.

One of the larger projects we took on this last
fall and winter was the installation of new and
upgraded drainage lines in the western area of
DHG Park. We’ve upgraded the main drainage
line coming down from the Pasture and added a
spur that runs south of the Lower Orchard
towards bed 32. This line will connect to the city
storm lines on 16th Ave.

The Betula maximowicziana, (monarch birch) in
Bed 7s is in decline because of a suspected
infestation of the Bronze Birch Borer and has been
assessed by an arborist for removal. We hope to
move forward with this work as soon as possible
due to the potential hazard the tree poses. We will
be having it assessed by a registered biologist
before proceeding.

Additionally, a new line was installed along the
former Hazelnut Allee in preparation for the new
plantings. There in a spur running off this line
towards bed 36 in an effort to help alleviate
drainage issues in this bed. These upgrades will
provide us with a good basis to build off of in the
future. Work has been put on hold for the last
month and will be completed in the next few
weeks with a Social Distancing plan in place.

Turf Renos
The closure of the garden in the spring has given
us the opportunity to carry out an intensive turf
renovation program throughout the garden. The
over seeded areas are filling in nicely.

Photo: K. Piccott

ERICA ARBOREA
Erica arborea, commonly called tree heath or white

heath, is an evergreen shrub or small tree that
typically grows to 8-12’ (2 m – 3.5 m) tall, but
infrequently to as much as 20’ (6 m) tall. It is one of
the tallest species in the genus Erica. It is native to
southwestern Europe, the Mediterranean region and
northern Africa and prefers full sun.
Fragrant honey-scented, bell-shaped white to pink
flowers just 0.12” (3 mm) long in dense pyramidal
panicles (to 16” {40 cm} long) bloom in spring,
attracting bees and other insects.
The wood, know as briar root (French: bruyère) is
extremely hard, dense and heat-resistant, and is
primarily used for making smoking pipes, as it does
not affect the aroma of tobacco. The footballsized tubers are harvested at the age of 30 to 60
years.
The wood is also used for making jewellery, fountain
pens and knife handles. Specific epithet means
tending to be woody or treelike in form.
Find our Erica arborea in bed 26, along the driveway.

Source:
http://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Erica_arborea
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org

Provided by Editor: Kathy Piccott

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
is an organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey
to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:
info@dartshill.ca
dartshill.ca

Thanks to James Good and Susan Murray
for proof reading this edition.

