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What a wonderful mild winter we have enjoyed. The paths of

Darts Hill Garden Park have been very pleasant to stroll. Yes,

we have had our share of grey skies and very wet, chilly

weather with a brief but heavy snowfall in January. Now spring

is fast approaching with a wide array of spectacular flowers

gracing Darts Hill Garden Park since late January.

The DHGCTS Annual General Meeting is scheduled for

Saturday March 7, 2020 at the Emmanuel Evangelical Church

(17029- 16th, Ave, Surrey). Please plan to attend. The Society’s

AGM is a significant event as we do not meet regularly like a

garden club.

The AGM is an opportunity for members to meet in a pleasant

social atmosphere, enjoy a presentation about plants and a light

lunch. The business portion of the meeting is important as it

provides an opportunity to review the monies spent in the

previous fiscal year and to approve the budget of the Society in

2020. Presentations by both Society members and City staff

provide the membership an opportunity to learn about 2019

activities and what to look forward to in 2020.

For example, this AGM, Maria Fish will be presenting the work

completed to date on the Master Plan for the garden in a brief

talk and with poster boards set up in the lunch area.

• Annual General Meeting

• Special Event – Mothers Day

• Upcoming Workshops

• Master Plan process summary

• From the Archives

• Amazing Plants of DHG -

Glyptostrobus pensilis and 

Galanthus elwesii ‘Rosemary 

Burnham’

• Membership Corner

• Collection Committee 2019 

summary

• Propagation & Guide Updates

• Plant ID, Chamaecyparis pisifera

• City Operations Update



This year we have one opening on the DHGCTS Board. Ron Fawcett, Treasurer, has graciously agreed to

stand for re-election and, of course, nominations will be also be accepted from the floor during the AGM

for this Board spot. A Board position is a three-year commitment. There are five Board meetings per

year, usually on the second Monday of the months of January, April, June, September and November.

An interesting two-hour meeting with a group of Society volunteers, dedicated to preserving Darts Hill

Garden Park in the spirit of Ed and Francisca Darts.

There are other opportunities to offer the gift of time to the DHGCTS and Darts Hill Garden Park. Please

speak to any Board member at the AGM or email info@dartshill.ca to inquire about volunteering in the

garden. Volunteers are always needed.

2020 in Darts Hill Garden Park will be a busy spring and summer of events such as Member’s Days,

Friday/Saturday/Sunday Strolls, Native Plant Group work parties, and a Temporary Art Installation

sponsored by Z.inc Art Collective titled ”Resplendent”. The “Resplendent” exhibition in the garden will

run April 24 to May 24 on garden stroll days. Two Sounds of Summer, July 10 and July 29, are planned

by the City of Surrey for your enjoyment too.

The Propagation and Plant Sales Group will host the first Member’s Day 2020 plant sale on Sunday,

April 19. “Get Growing” Spring Open House and the first public plant sale is scheduled for Saturday April

25.

A total of $457,600 was awarded to community groups like ours. Some groups were not successful, and

we are grateful our application was approved. Take a look to see which other groups received grants.

Many thanks to DHGCTS treasurer Ron Fawcett for ensuring the Society’s application received a 2020

award.

The DHGCTS calendar of events is a great place to find out what is happening in DHG Park in 2020. This

year, the Society will host a number of workshops to both members and the public. Find out more at

https://dartshill.ca/calendar/.

Please bring your friends and family to DHGP events, encourage them to join DHGCTS. Word of mouth

publicity really helps. Like and Share DHGCTS Facebook posts and join us on Instagram. Thanks for

helping get the word out.

See you in Darts Hill Garden Park in 2020.

I am very pleased to announce that the DHGCTS was

successful in our recent application to the City of Surrey

Cultural Grant Program and will receive a $3,000 grant to aid

in marketing the book, “A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts

Hill Garden Park” in 2020. Surrey City Council met on

Monday January 27, 2020 and approved the

recommendations for grant funding presented by the

Cultural Grants Evaluation Committee. Here is a link to the

corporate report:

https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2020-

R011.pdf

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
https://dartshill.ca/events/
https://www.surrey.ca/bylawsandcouncillibrary/CR_2020-R011.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/dartshillgarden/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DartsHillGarden
https://www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden/?ref=br_rs


Susan Murray, Chair of the DHGCTS will be our 2020 AGM speaker. She will share with us her

wonderful photographs of some of the rare and unusual plants endemic to the South-West

Botanical Province of Western Australia area.

NOTICE OF AGM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: MARCH 7, 2020

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Doors open at 9:30 a.m.

Place: Emmanuel Evangelical Covenant Church 

17029 - 16th Avenue (across from the Darts Hill Garden main parking lot)

Renew your Membership or become a member to the DHGCT Society for the nominal annual fee

of $20.00 to enjoy a lively meeting with a light lunch plus an afternoon enjoying Darts Hill Garden

Park. Doors open at 9:30 am. The garden will be open until 3:00 pm.

SPECIAL EVENT
MOTHER'S DAY EVENT – DARTS HILL GARDEN / THE GLADES

MAY 10, 2020

In partnership with the City of Surrey’s Mother’s Day event at The Glades, Darts Hill Garden Park will be

hosting a series of activities within our Garden, on this day. A shuttle will run between the DHG main

parking lot and The Glades Park.

• Our Sunday Stroll is from 11am-3pm, garden gates open at 11am.

• Visitors arriving before 11am for the shuttle and those coming back after 3pm will not be able to walk

through the garden. Only the washrooms will be available outside of the Sunday Stroll hours.

• Activities for the DHG Stroll on May 10 include:

• Z.inc Art Collective, "Resplendent", temporary art works in the garden by 16 artists

• Watercolour bookmarks with Laura Webb

• Live music, harp player

• DHGCTS Guides on hand to answer questions about the garden

• Master Gardeners clinic table (TB confirmed)

• A Secret Garden: the story of Darts Hill Garden Park will be available for sale

• Plant sale at the Plant sales area

Parking/Shuttle

• Darts Hill Garden Park gate to parking lot/washroom building on 170th Street will be open at 9:30am.

• 1st shuttle run: Darts -> Glades: 9:45am

• Last shuttle: Darts -> Glades: 3:15pm

• Shuttle to run every 30 minutes

More information can be found on the City’s website.

https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/8566.aspx


UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

KOKEDAMA WORKSHOP

March 28, 2020

Come and discover this dynamic, free style and fun technique of creating a Kokedama and make one

with your own hands! Kokedama is a variant of bonsai. Simply put, Kokedama is a ball of soil, covered

with moss, on which an ornamental plant grows. In this 2 hours workshop, you will learn what a

Kokedama is (moss ball), how to make it, soil composition, best plants to make a kokedama with and

different wrapping techniques.

The workshop includes material needed for 1 Kokedama: plants (your choice of shade/sun plants), Soil,

Sheet moss, String.

This class is hands-on, so dress in clothes that you don't mind getting a little dirty and prepare to enjoy an

afternoon of education and creativity! Absolutely no experience is required.

Date: Saturday, March 28th

Time: 1pm - 3pm

Location: Maple Activity Center

Fee: $25 DHGCTS member, $45 General Admission

Workshop space is limited to 8

To register: https://creatingkokedama.eventbrite.com

Date Course Description

April 25 Botany for Kiddos This is a 45 minute garden exploration workshop for children

4 - 7 years old. We will look at seed and seed germination,

stroll along the garden to discover what’s new in spring, and

create seed balls for you to plant in your own garden. Perfect

opportunity to bring your little one while you enjoy our first

Spring Open House.

April 26 & 
May 2

Flower Portrait Come join Scarlet Black for a day of Flower Portrait

Photography workshop at Darts. This will strengthen your

connection with the flower and make details about your

subject more apparent.

May 2 Moss Hanging Basket In this hands-on planting experience, you will create a 12-inch

hanging moss basket filled with a variety of annuals. We will

help you customize your plant choices for optimal

performance in full sun, shade, or a combination of sun and

shade.

Following are further Spring 2020 workshops. Detailed workshop information and workshop registration 

will be available at our AGM. You can also register for workshops at https://dartshill.eventbrite.com

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/creating-kokedama-registration-94092427985
https://dartshill.eventbrite.com/


SUMMARY OF 2020 MASTER PLANNING PROCESS FOR 
DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK

On July 22, 2019 the draft Stage #1 Plan for the Darts Hill NCP (Neighbourhood Concept Plan)

was approved by Surrey Council. The Darts Hill NCP encompasses the lands from 168th to

176 Street and 16th to 24th Avenue. Upon final approval at its third reading this document will

act as a guide for development of the lands surrounding Darts Hill Garden Park for the next

20-30 years. (Click on this link for more information on this NCP: https://www.surrey.ca/city-

services/20607.aspx).

The Draft stage 1 plan shows additional park lands to the north of Darts Hill Garden Park. To

explore how the interface between Darts Hill Garden Park and the proposed community park

would look, we underwent a planning exercise to develop a Master Plan for the garden. This

master plan is to be used as an internal document to help guide development of the Garden

over the next 20-30 years.

The Master Plan has been developed with feedback and input from City Staff and the Darts

Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society’s Board and some of the membership. The Planning

process consisted of multiple phases with feedback from the Board on findings at each stage.

The initial stage began in August of 2019 with background research. We looked at historical

documents, reviewing past Master Plans (1999 & 2009), context of Darts Hill Garden within

south Surrey and the Lower Mainland, and site opportunities and constraints. Findings and

preliminary drafts were reviewed with the Board during this first phase. It was concluded that

in the next phase we would reach out to the broader membership for feedback.

During the second phase we formulated a survey based on our initial findings and circulated

it amongst DHGCTS’s membership. Thank you to those who participated. In October, we

tabulated the information and presented it to the board with 2 revised optional plans based

on the feedback we received at the presentation in August and the survey results.

A final plan was developed and presented to the Board in December of 2019. It was at this

meeting that the board accepted and adopted the proposed master plan with a few

modifications that have since been adopted.

It is with great pleasure that I will be presenting the new Master Plan for information at the

AGM of March 7, 2020. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss our plans with the

broader membership.

Maria Fish

PARKS OPERATIONS COORDINATOR – FEATURE GARDENS

https://www.surrey.ca/city-services/20607.aspx


FROM THE ARCHIVE

HAND-WRITTEN NOTES

I expect there are some readers of this column who were members of one or more of the organizations

in which Francisca was active and had the pleasure of interacting with her and their shared interests. I

came as a volunteer to Darts Hill about 2002 (never been sure, but know it was after I became a

volunteer at VanDusen, where I received my 20 year pin last year). Although I never observed Francisca

full force in her volunteering days, I did have the pleasure of knowing her before she developed

dementia.

My first recollection of one on one interaction with her was when I was a very new Darts guide and did

not know most of the guides. The event was at Elgin Hall at a birthday party given for her by the Darts

Hill Guides. The two of us were sitting on a bench and she was sharing her concern about her

wonderful Border Collie Gus. She told me she hoped he died before she did, as no one would want to

adopt him. I assured her that there would most likely be a fight over who would get to have him, as he

was such a delight. Only a truly caring person would have been so troubled at the thought of her dog

being abandoned.

So how did I get to know what am amazing, informed and giving person Francisca was? I searched the

Surrey Archives, interviewed family, in-laws and friends and perused every scrap of paper of her

journaling and record keeping that she left behind. I even did a limited Family Tree. Fortunately there is

also an excellent CD that was made from programs that were on TV where Francisca is the star and

talks about her garden related activities. And what has all that led me to know about her?

There are several organizations where she was a major

volunteer, all except curling are related to gardens. Some

members of organizations enjoy belonging but do very

little volunteering. Francisca didn’t know how not to

volunteer! I found the first reference in a newspaper to

her giving floral advice in 1969 to the White Rock

Horticultural Society before the White Rock Spring Flower

Show. From there on there are many references to her

judging at garden related contests.

She joined the Alpine Garden Club of British Columbia in

1960. I know from a history of the club and talking to

some current members that she regularly did “Show and

Tell” at their meetings and that both she and Edwin, who

was a chartered accountant, held several different

positions. Sometime before 1995 the club gave a Life

Membership to Edwin and Francisca Darts … for their

many years of outstanding service.

From the journals of Ed and Francisca

Provided by Nancy Armstrong



From the history of the American Rhododendron Society I learned that in 1975 Francisca was elected as

the first woman president of the society and it was about this time that she began her “Show and Tell” of

shrubs and herbaceous perennials at the beginning of each meeting. Most of the plants she showed were

from the Royal Horticultural Society seeds she received as an RHS member, so they were often quite

unusual plants and not readily available. In March 1982 the society gave to Ed and Francisca Darts … the

Society’s Bronze Medal. May 1997 the ARS Annual Convention was held in Surrey and there were

organized garden tours, including Darts Hill, from Chilliwack to Lions Bay. Then June 1997 saw the first

local ARS Garden Tour and Potluck event held at Darts Hill, with many to follow elsewhere.

For many years Francisca did “Show and Tell” at the South Surrey Garden Club monthly meetings and

even had a prime reserved parking place at St. Mark’s Anglican Church just opposite the entrance to

the meeting room. The club has always had a close association with Francisca and Darts Hill, and in

1992 gave Francisca a Life Membership in recognition of her significant contribution to the

development of the Club.

The last membership award to Francisca was in 2002, a Lifetime Membership to the Peace Arch

Rhododendron Society. Again, it was for significant contributions furthering knowledge of horticulture.

If you happen to know anyone who was fortunate to have been at one or more of Francisca’s “Show

and Tell” occasions, do ask them to share their memories. They will surely be very enthusiastic and be

glad to share them with you!

The inscription reads:  

IN APPRECIATION  TO ED 

& FRANCISCA DARTS 

VANCOUVER CHAPTER 

ARS 1982   



AMAZING PLANTS OF DARTS HILL

Article and photos provided by

Pam Yokome

Glyptostrobus pensilis, commonly known as the water pine

or Chinese swamp cypress, is a deciduous needled conifer in the

bald cypress family that typically matures to 60-90’ (18-27m)

tall. It is native to flooded or waterlogged soils along river banks,

ponds and in swamps, often growing in standing water to 60cm

deep in moist, subtropical to tropical areas in southeastern China,

northern Vietnam and northern Laos. Although formerly

widespread in China and Vietnam, this tree is now rare if not

extinct in the wild. This is the only species in the

genus Glyptostrobus. It is currently listed on the IUCN Red List

of Threatened Species as “Critically Endangered”.

Similar to Taxodium, from which it differs in having pear-shaped,

long-stalked cones, obovate scales, and small-winged seeds. It

resembles Taxodium in most other ways, such as having

pneumatophores or "knees", root-derived structures that project

into the air and are common on trees that grow in saturated

soils. Leaves on outer sterile branches are flat and linear. Leaves

on cone-bearing branches are lanceolate to needle-like.

Monoecious insignificant flowers emerge green but mature to

brown. Male cones are clusters of tassels while the small 1-inch

(2.5 cm) female cones grow erect and are pear shaped. Foliage

turns deep reddish-brown in fall.

The timber is highly valued, aromatic with fine texture, resistant

to termites and insects, easy to work. Used for cabinet work,

fine art articles, musical instruments, office furniture, and

turnery. The root is soft and spongy and can be used for making

corks and life buoys. You can find our tree in Bed 28.



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday, March 7, 10pm – noon

Garden will be open from 1-3 pm

GARDEN STROLLS

Fridays, Saturdays,  Sundays 

11-3:00 pm   April - July

MEMBERS’ DAY & PLANT SALE
Sunday, April 19, 11pm - 3pm

Members are most welcome to drop by

the house for tea or coffee and browse

through Francisca’s library. Or you

might wish to join the guided tour

beginning at 11:30 am in the meet-and-

greet area.

‘GET GATHERING’ OPEN 

HOUSE & PLANT SALE
Saturday, April 25, 11pm - 3pm

MOTHER’S DAY STROLL
Sunday May 10, 11pm - 3pm

See more information in this newsletter.

MEMBERS’ DAY 
Sunday, May 17, 11pm - 3pm

Photo:  Scarlett Black

UPCOMINGSCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

Sitting at the Welcome Table on Members’ Days in January and

February can be chilly. However, a trip to Darts Hill Garden is very

uplifting at any time of year and I am warmed by the smiles on the

faces of those who come and go on these days regardless of the

weather. The hot cup of coffee that a kind member brought me at

our recent opening was certainly very warming as well.

One member, in February, was concerned that the plants showing

signs of blooming in the near future would be missed with no more

openings on the schedule until April. I was happy to remind them

that our Annual General Meeting was coming up soon on Saturday,

March 7, 2020. As a member, they could attend the meeting, renew

their membership (cash/cheque only, please) and take part in the

Garden tour held afterwards. It sounds like there will be plenty to

view.

Any time of year when the Garden is not accessible, there is a little

patch of Darts Hill to visit at the entrance to Crescent Beach in South

Surrey. On the left, just across the railway tracks in what is known

as Heron Park, there is a plant bed that was designed and planted

and is maintained by Darts Hill volunteers. All the plantings are

propagated from the main Garden with the exception of the two

large Paulownia trees that were already in residence. These trees

flower beautifully in the spring so remember to look up. However,

they produce huge leaves that fall and blanket the bed for months

and are the bane of the weekly maintenance crews who get to

remove them. Feel free to say “Hi” or stop for a chat if see some of

these industrious souls clambering around stuffing leaves into bags

or on their knees pulling weeds.



PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE

The Darts Hill Propagation Group is already gearing up for the 2020 Season following our highest sales total

in 2019. The organizing committee has invited Anne Sprung to join them and with her acceptance a meeting

was held on February 6 to begin planning. Anne is a long time member of the Propagation Group and has

been a great supply of plants grown from seed for our plant sales. She is especially fond of growing plants

from New Zealand and has expanded the selections available at our plant sales. A great example are the

passion fruit vines available at last year’s sales.

The whole group will be invited to a Spring Meeting sometime in early March with lots on our plate. Watch

for the email! We will have trees and shrubs to pot up, many, many pots of perennials to be divided and

repotted plus expanding plants at our Heron Park demonstration garden to be divided and the excess potted

up for our sales. New and replacement plant signs are on our to do list as well as a new cold frame to house

some of the multi year plants we are growing from seed. Lots to do and we always welcome new

volunteers, if you are interested email us at info@dartshill.ca or approach any of the Organizing Committee.

See you at a plant sale!

Sanne, Nancy, Ross, Pam and Anne

GUIDES UPDATE

2020 tour bookings are off to a great start with three large Garden Clubs booked for the Spring. The

Langley, Cloverdale and Lynn Valley Clubs have booked tours for over 140 of their members to enjoy the

garden at its peak bloom time.

Garden Club tours have historically been an enjoyable experience for our Guides, testing our knowledge and

marvelling at the scale and plant choices of what was a personal home garden for Mr. and Mrs. Darts!

We are looking forward to sharing this beautiful garden with many more visitors this year and invite our

members to suggest a tour by any garden clubs you may belong to.

Provided by Pam Yokome

So why not stop by on your way to the beach to see what is in bloom or to watch the cycles the plants go through

during the year. I just found some lovely little snowdrops and a variety of hellebores. I got a surprise when I came

across a decoration hanging on a tree that someone must have left on there at Christmas time. Also, in the area right

now, there is a very showy pink Camellia bush in bloom with many buds yet to open.

I look forward to seeing many of you at the AGM and at the Welcome Table on Members’ Days throughout 2020.

Jane Robinson

Provided by Pam Yokome

Photos by Jane Robinson



Provided by Pam Yokome

Francisca Darts had many, many friends in the gardening world and the garden still benefits from

those relationships. Last year Pam Frost donated a few bulbs of Galanthus elwesii ‘Rosemary

Burnham’ to re-establish the patch that was here some year ago. These virescent snowdrops have

been a continuing source of interest from gardeners especially in Great Britain. In Pam Frost’s own

words from an article in the 2008 Alpine Garden Club’s Bulletin.

Galanthus elwesii ‘Rosemary Burnham’ ~ by Pam Frost

There is currently much fascination with the genus Galanthus in all its minute variation, so the story of the discovery

locally of this snowdrop by a Club member will be of interest to other members. Rosemary Burnham, long-time

member of the AGCBC, a past President, and very talented artist, discovered this distinct form in an abandoned

garden just east of Vancouver.

As Rosemary tells it: “While a young and new gardener, I used to ramble around looking for plants in old gardens and

lanes to add to my own. Very often my friend, Bodil Leamy, would come along, and one day, while we were

rummaging around the remains of an old house in the bottom of one of Burnaby’s ravines, I found a clump of

snowdrops, some irises, and a few blackberry and grass-smothered rose bush cuttings. When we looked closely at

the snowdrops, we noticed that they were different, having green markings on the outer segments. They were much

admired but not thought important, this being long before Galanthophilia (about 45 years ago!). Luckily I gave bulbs to

many of my gardening friends, because my clump became overgrown and I lost it.

My friend, Don Armstrong, a wonderful plantsman and gardener, decided to research the snowdrop with The Royal

Horticultural Society and it was discovered to be unique and was named for me. Don gave me a few bulbs so I had

it again until it was stolen from my garden! Another gardening friend gave me several bulbs, which are beginning to

increase nicely and are planted in a safe place.”

Special thanks to Pam Frost for her donation and to Scarlet Black for her photos.



Darts Hill Garden Park Collections Committee (DHGPCC) 2019 

Summary
Submitted By Susan M. Murray, Chair, DHGPCC

The Darts Hill Garden Park Collections Committee met six times in 2019. It is a very active working group

composed of 4 DHGCTS members, Susan Murray, Celeste Paley, Sharon Lawson, Nancy Oike, and

Maria Fish, Ken Warren and Chris Velin represent COS. One of the main activities of the group is to

recommend purchases and planting locations for new, rare and unusual plants for Darts Hill Garden Park.

In addition, the committee also makes recommendations to the Director concerning pruning, plant

removals and relocations in the garden. The DHGPCC has developed a suite of spreadsheets which use

criteria to rate suggested plant additions and removals. The spreadsheets are also used to update the

Master inventory of plants in the garden. Liaising with the DHGCTS Labelling team is an important

function of the Collections Committee as new plants are continually acquired and older specimens are

moved and/or removed from the garden.

Here is a summary of some of the 2019 recommendations and purchases of the DHGP Collections

Committee:

• Three magnolias from Charlie Sale, M. ‘Golden Gift’, M. ‘Purple Sensation’, M. ‘Judy Zuk’

• A selection of choice new ferns for the Fernery from a variety of local sources

• Twenty-eight Rhododendron species and cultivars from Fearing Farm in Abbotsford

• Thirty unusual dwarf conifers from Pacific Northwest

Propagators in Abbotsford

• Seven specialty fall blooming bulb species from Phoenix

Perennials in Richmond

• Gevuina avellana (Chilean nut) seed, purchased from Germany,

plus Xanthoceras sorbifolium (Yellowhorn) from Rhora

Nurseries in Ontario for the Nut Orchard

Magnolia ‘Golden Gift’

Magnolia ‘Judy Zuk’



In 2019, 144 new genera, species and cultivars

were planted in Darts Hill Garden Park. Sometimes

multiple specimens of the same species or cultivar

were purchased and planted in different

microclimates in the garden to test their growth.

Many of these plants introduced a family or genera

of plants not previously grown in the garden.

Fifty-three diseased, damaged or dead plants were

removed from DHGP. Forty-four plants were

relocated from the garden or from the Maple

Meadows heeling in area to a new spot in the

garden.

The DHGP Collections Committee meet behind the

scenes to continue the life work of Francisca Darts.

Mrs. Darts sought out rare, unusual plants for her

garden from all over the world, the Committee

seeks to do the same, whenever possible.

Here are a few developments to look forward to in

2020:

• Twenty-six unusual species, three each, have

been ordered from Yuzawa Engei Nursery in

Japan and will be shipped in March. Gary Lewis

of Phoenix Perennials is arranging the

Phytosanitary certification and shipping of these

rare plants to Canada

• The Collection Committee is working with

Anastasiia Dushyna to develop a Physic garden in

a sunny spot at the Maple Meadow on the south

side of the Maple Activity Center. Medicinal

plants selected rated an 8 or above, as per the

DHGP Criteria for Adding Plants

• Thirty rare summer and fall speciality bulbs

species were ordered from Phoenix Perennials

• Drainage will be installed in the Nut Orchard and

some of the new orchard trees will be planted

this spring

• The replanting of the upper and lower orchard

with crab-apples will be completed. Sixteen crab-

apples were planted in 2019. One more cultivar

will be planted in 2020. All of the young trees will

receive a protective wire collar to prevent deer

predation.

Chrysosplenium macrophyllum

Chimonanthus praecox ‘Wintersweet’

Parrotia persica

Hamamellis ‘Jalena’



THE BRITISH

COLUMBIA COUNCIL

OF GARDEN CLUBS’ 

NEWSLETTER

January 2020 Newsletter Is

Now Online

This issue of the BCCGC

newsletter is packed with

news that may interest you!

Articles include:

• A message from the BCCGC

President

• Early information about the

upcoming April AGM

• An article about frost

• Two club spotlight articles:

The White Rock & District

Garden Club and the

Vancouver Ikebana

Association

• And so much more

You'll find the BCCGC

newsletter here!

Chamaecyparis pisifera - Sawara cypress species

Blake Willson

The Tree Library

Website: 

https://TreeLib.ca

Sawara cypress or sawara is a species of false cypress in

the Cupressaceae family and is native to central and southern Japan. In

Japan, it is used as a material for building temples, shrines and baths,

and making coffins, though less valued than the timber of hinoki (C.

obtusa). The wood is lemon-scented and light-colored with a rich,

straight grain, and is rot resistant.

It is also a popular ornamental tree in parks and gardens, both in Japan

and elsewhere in temperate climates including western Europe and

parts of North America. Many cultivars have been selected for garden

planting, including dwarf forms, forms with yellow or blue-green leaves,

and forms retaining the juvenile needle-like foliage.

• Foliage is in flat sprays, leaves being scale-like, 1.5-2 mm long, opposite

decussate pairs (crossing to produce an “x”), with pointed tips

(unlike hinoki (C. obtusa)), with white stomatal bands at the bases of

leaves. Juvenile leaves are needle-like, 4-8 mm long.

• The species and cultivars can be separated according to 3 types of

foliage: Threadleaf (‘Filifera’); plume (‘Plumosa’); or moss-

like (‘Squarrosa’) (note photos showing the differences). However, that

it is common for plants selected for one foliage type to revert to

another type.

• Male cones are produced abundantly at the shoot tips; female cones are

wrinkled, globose (round), 4-8 mm in diameter, with 6-10 scales in

opposite pairs, shrinking when dry to 3-5 mm, very small compared to

the cones of hinoki cypress (C. obtusa) or Lawson cypress (C.

lawsoniana) and members of the Cupressus genus.

• Bark is reddish brown with fibrous, peeling strips

There are 3 Chamaecyparis pisifera within the garden, two in Bed 22 and

one in Bed 51.

You can find C.

pisifera ‘Boulevard’

and C. pisifera

‘Golden Mop’ in bed

24.

https://southsurreygardenclub.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b60d360867aac0742589323a&id=a2641fd79b&e=cd1e62875f
https://treelib.ca/


CITY OPERATIONS
as provided by Ken Warren

General Maintenance

Benches, and Railings

This report is a brief summary of changes since

November 2019. We are thankful that November and

December were so mild and has allowed us to

continue with garden clean up and planting

preparations. We were able to continue planting right

up to mid-December! We are continuing to plan for

bed expansions and new plantings for spring of 2020.

Thank you to Scott Hampel for the years of dedicated

service and creative input he has provided in his role

here at Darts Hill. We wish him well as he is rotated

to a new area within the City. Keep your eyes out for

him close to Heron Park and other South Surrey parks

.

We welcome our new groundskeeper, Wayne Saliken

to our City of Surrey crew at Darts Hill. Wayne brings

a wealth of landscaping experience in both private and

public garden spaces. Please say ‘hi’ to Wayne when

you see him in the garden.

Update on 2019 Season  

We are very pleased that 8602 visitors have come to

the garden in 2019. We have consistently seen an

increase of 2000 visitors per year over the past 3

years. We also note that many of the visitors to the

garden continue to be first time or new neighbourhood

visitors. Thank you to everyone for all the hard work

and encouraging friends and family to come to the

garden.

Volunteers have contributed 1679 hours to

committees, tours and other projects in the garden.

This number reflects the 437 individual volunteer visits

made to Darts in 2019. Needless to say, this

dedication is what makes Darts Hill such a spectacular

place to visit!

Thank you to our Park Partnership team for all the

preparations and positive changes they have

implemented for our 2019 season.

Proposed bench locations for 2020 have been

discussed with the Society Chair, Garden Director and

myself. I will be ordering these benches and

arranging for installation once the new benches arrive.

The installation of the railing that leads from the house

to the heritage walnut was postponed as access to

the house parking area was restricted due to the

power pole issue. We will be in contact with the

contractor over the upcoming months to finalize

installation details.

We have initiated changes to pathways close to the

former works shed by the welcome table area. In the

coming months we will work on a new entrance path

that will link up with the Augustinii Walk. These

changes will be part of our grand design to improve

pedestrian and cart flow patterns throughout the

garden.

Colletia hystrix ‘Rosea’  Photo by Anne Sprung

November 2019



Maple Meadow improvements

The mason bee and honeybees will be back in

Spring of 2020. We have installed stones, logs

and a bench in the Bee Garden expansion. Plants

have been installed to enhance this very popular

area for our garden visitors. Please check out the

new single seat log bench in this area, that was

made by our ‘bench master’, Scott Hampel.

New developments to the Neighbourhood

Community Plan (NCP) and Darts Master Plan may

see changes to the Maple Meadow property. We

will keep you updated as information becomes

available.

Fruit and Nut Trees

A collection of Crab apples from Derry’s Orchard and

Nursery have been planted in the upper and lower

orchards. The trees are generally doing well despite the

occasional visits and scraping by deer. We will need to

surround these trees with 6’ (1.5 m) deer fencing until

they are mature. These fruit trees will enhance our

current collections and help to emphasize food

sustainability in the community.

We are working with fruit industry experts and garden

inventory records to identify fruit trees in the collection.

Seeds of the Gevuina avellana (Chilean Hazelnut) have

been distributed to various propagators around the

Lower Mainland in hopes of growing successful

seedlings.

Photos:  Scarlett Black



Darts Hill Garden  Conservancy Trust  Society 

is an organization  working in partnership  with the City of Surrey 

to  ensure the preservation of  Darts Hill Garden Park.

CONTACT:

info@dartshill.ca 

dartshill.ca

MOON TREES

Trees have also been planted in Washington Square in

Philadelphia, at Valley Forge, in the International Forest of

Friendship, and at various universities and NASA centers. The

Moon Tree in this photo is a sycamore growing at Koch Girl

Scout Camp in Cannelton, Indiana

In 1971, some 400+ ‘Moon tree’ seeds packed in containers in the personal kit of Apollo

14 astronaut Stuart Roosa orbited the moon 34 times. Upon returning to earth, most of

the seeds, Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas fir), Pinus taeda (loblolly pine),

Sequoiodendron (redwood), Liquidambar styraciflua (American sweetgum) and Platanus

occidentalis (American sycamore) were germinated by the National Forest Service and

planted around the country as part of the nations bi-centennial. The trees were southern

and western species and were planted in locations were they would thrive, although a

Loblolly Pine was planted at the White House, and some trees were planted in Brazil,

Switzerland, and presented to the Emperor of Japan, among others.

DH Garden Park has a Liquidambar styraciflua in Bed

19. The Pseudotsuga menziesii in Bed 7W came

down during a windstorm December 2018.

Hmmm! Where they moon trees?

Submitted by Editor, Kathy Piccott

Source: The Old Farmer’s Almanac

mailto:info@dartshill.ca
http://www.dartshill.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/dartshillgarden/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DartsHillGarden
https://www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden/?ref=br_rs

