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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:
SUSAN MURRAY
What a busy spring and summer in Darts Hill Garden Park with
Garden Strolls, Native Loop and Demonstration Garden clean up
days and two Sounds of Summer performances. Darts Hill Garden
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My sincere thanks to all of the DHGCTS volunteers. The Book
Launch took many hands to reach such a successful conclusion. It
was a truly memorable day with 48 books sold and autographed by
the author, Margaret Cadwaladr.

Margaret Cadwaladr was generous with her thanks to all who
contributed to the development of the book during the two years it
took to come to fruition.
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Councillor Allison Patton, on behalf of the Mayor and City
Council, accepted the painting of the Wedding Cake Tree
created by DHGCTS member Willa Downing. The
painting was given to the City of Surrey in thanks for the
2018 ($5,000) and 2019 ($5,000) Cultural Grants the

DHGCTS received to aid in publishing the book. Charlie
Sale and Margaret Charlton delighted the audience with
their personal stories of Ed and Francisca Darts. Douglas
Justice concluded the presentations by reminding
everyone of the rare and unusual plants Mrs. Darts
collected which have now reached maturity in Darts Hill
Garden.

Willa Downing, artist, next to
Allison Patton, Surrey Councillor.
Photo: D. Nielsen

Sanne Dryborough, with Jane Robinson and Susan Lazar,
organized and staffed the DHGCTS membership table,
recruited cart drivers and sales table volunteers. Other

DHGCTS Board members welcomed guests and helped
out when needed. Our small group of DHGCTS
volunteers could not have hosted such a successful
afternoon without the sterling support of Ken Warren and
his staff in concert with Stacey Rosa and the Partner in
Parks staff. Their support was most appreciated and the
DHGCTS is very grateful for it. All the hard work of the
Book

Marketing

and

Publicity

Committee

(Sanne

Dryborough, Ron Fawcett, Rosina Cuk, Susan Lazar,
Margaret Cadwaladr, myself and Stacey Rosa from
Partners in Parks) to plan, publicize and prepare for the

Some of our volunteers
Photo: G. Lamb

event paid off. I enjoyed the Book Launch, it exceeded
my expectations. Thanks everyone!

The double hitter of the Sounds of Summer concert
featuring the Big Band Sounds of the Bruce James
Orchestra (with 19 members!) immediately following
the Book Launch was fabulous. All the parking lots were
busy with cart drivers ferrying guests ‘to and fro’ pretty

much all night. The total count for July 31 was 850
people (including the 134 participating in the Book
Launch and/or later enjoying the music in the garden), a
pretty darn fine showing!
The Big Band Sounds of the Bruce James Orchestra.
Photo: S. Murray

On a completely different note, I am very pleased to
announce the official new name for the developing
community surrounding Darts Hill Garden Park, is ‘Darts
Hill’. Check out this online resource with a wealth of
information about the Darts Hill Neighbourhood Concept
Plan!

https://www.surrey.ca/city-services/20607.aspx

Enjoy the last warm and sunny days of summer but as autumn approaches please attend a Garden Stroll, the fall
Member's days, or the Get Gathering Open House with plant sale. The garden will be lovely with the vibrant colours
of the last of the summer blooms and ripe fall fruits and seed pods.
Darts Hill Garden Park will reopen after the August rest period on Saturday, August 31. Garden Strolls will take place
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 11- 3 pm in September. September 15 is a Member’s Day and Plant Sale

while September 21 is the Get Gathering Open House and Plant Sale. Several special events including music in the
garden are planned for the Fall Open House, it should be fun. If you were unable to attend the Book Launch, copies of

A Secret Garden: the Story of Darts Hill Garden Park will be available on Plant Sale days, cash or cheque for $29.95
preferred. Saturday, October 19 will be the Final Fall Open House for 2019.
See you in the garden this autumn!

THE STORY OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK

The book traces the lives of Ed and Francisca Darts who
transformed their rough, stump-covered acreage into an
acclaimed garden containing rare and unusual shrubs and
trees, many grown from seed. Francisca became one of
the most knowledgeable garden experts in western
Canada in the era of “super plantswomen.” Beloved for
her enthusiasm and generosity in sharing her immense
knowledge of plants, Francisca was associated with many
of the most respected groups and individuals in the
gardening community of her time.
The book is also the history of the gardening community in
the Lower Mainland of British Columbia during her era.
To purchase your copy, visit dartshill.ca/secret-garden/ or
attend one of the above listed plant sale dates.

UPCOMING WORKSHOP

FROM THE ARCHIVE
HAND-WRITTEN NOTES

from the journals of Ed and Francisca
as written and provided by Nancy Armstrong

LOVE OF DOGS

Francisca retired March 1951 and 2 April was her first

Those of you who are regular readers of this column

Dartshill born May 1951 and bought in July for $50.00.

day “at home”. Ed’s first record shows Haven Susie of

will know that I have often bemoaned the paucity of
written

material

from

both

Francisca

and

Ed.

Fortunately, writing with great detail about their

Soon, the Darts began breeding and selling “Shelties”

and in 1952 Francisca began entering their dogs in
competitive shows in the lower mainland.

involvement with Shetland Sheepdogs will be easy and
fun as so much of the record is told by the ribbons,
trophies and photographs which Francisca kept and we
have, and Ed’s accountant attention to financial records
which we are also lucky enough to have in one journal
he kept. These small dogs are the 6th smartest of all
dog breeds and are used for herding sheep, If you have
never visited the “Museum” in the Darts house
bedroom you can come and see the ribbons, trophies
and photographs close at hand.
From sorting and analysing the ONE HUNDRED AND
ELEVEN ribbons some likely deductions can be made.
There are 27 ribbons with no dates or connections by
name to any of the dogs. This makes it impossible to
know positively which years had the most shows
entered. Also, unfortunately, very few of the ribbons
have the information added on the card on the back of
every ribbon that identifies which one of their several
dogs entered was awarded the ribbon. We do know
that three of the dogs won several ribbons each:
Dartshill
Bonnie
Neep,
her
son
Dartshill Toomie Tam
and Glen El-Tee’s
Mac of Dartshill,
which
the
Darts
bought in 1954 for
$75.00
and
paid
$32.75
to
have
shipped to them by
Air Express.

Ed’s journal bookkeeping has his usual “to the penny”
records for each dog for show entry fees, licenses,
stud and spaying fees, advertising, distemper shots,
and even Francisa’s hotel, meals and travel fares when
show is out of town. The January 1960 entry covers
expenses shared by all dogs.

This photo of Francisca, $2.65 cost recorded by Ed, is at the PNE where
Dartshill Bonnie Neep won Best Working Canadian Bred Puppy. Shetland
Sheepdogs are a breed of herding dogs originated in the Shetland Islands, so
many of the ribbons won by these dogs include the term “working”.

The ribbons start in 1952 and all
5 are from B.C. Ladies Kennel
Club.
1953 the 2 ribbons are from
Kiwanis Club of Kerrisdale.
1954 all 12 ribbons are from the
PNE.

Then, 14 April 1955 the Darts registered the
Dartshill Kennel Club with CKC (The Canadian
Kennel Club), the organization which registers
purebred dogs in Canada.

Now, having more puppies to sell, Francisca began competing more often
and farther afield. Half of the total number of ribbons are from 1955. A total
of 55 ribbons, with 17 from Vancouver Island Dog Fanciers Association and
6 from Victoria City Kennel Club.
Competitions entered and ribbons won, in addition to the five already
mentioned are: Associated Speciality Clubs of B.C.. B.C. Collie Club,
Shetland Sheepdog Club of B.C., and The Working Dog Association of B.C.
Francisca continued showing and the Darts’ dogs continued winning ribbons:
1956 – 7, 1957 – 3, 1958 – 12 and 1960 – 8. Other specific ribbons are: Best
of Breed, Best of Winners, Best Sheltie in Show and Best Canadian Bred
Puppy.
Although Dartshill Kennel Club ceased operation and there were no longer
numerous, up to 16 at a time Shelties on the grounds, Francisca’s love of
dogs never ceased. Those of us who were fortunate to be involved in the
garden while Francisca was living on the Life Estate will fondly remember
Gus, a beautiful and highly intelligent Border Collie the smartest of all dog
breeds and like Shelties used for herding. Gus never tired of chasing and
returning balls, many of which lay far and wide around the garden. Gus would
eyeball a ball then stare at any one standing by, until his determined eyes led
to a ball being tossed only to be returned almost immediately. There are
lovely photos of Gus, as a puppy and as an adult, and Francisca in the
kitchen. Some of us hold these photos in our mind’s eye.

Rhododendron ‘Ed Darts’
Photo: S. Murray

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Jane Robinson, Hospitality

UPCOMINGSCHEDULE
MEMBERS’ DAY & PLANT
SALE
Sunday, Sept 15, 11pm - 3pm
Members are most welcome to drop
by the house for tea or coffee and
browse through Francisca’s library. Or
you might wish to join the guided tour
beginning at 11:30 am in the meetand-greet area. Also check out the
great selection of plants for sale in the
propagation area.

GET GATHERING:
OPEN HOUSE & PLANT SALE
Saturday, Sept 21, 11pm - 3pm
Enjoy music and treats in the garden!
A guided tour begins at 11:30 in the
meet-and-greet
area.
Master
Gardeners will be on hand to answer
any of your gardening questions.

MEMBERS’ DAY
Sunday, Oct 13, 11pm - 3pm

FALL OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Oct 19, 11pm - 3pm

It will be good to be back in the Garden after the August closure.
Starting on Saturday, August 31st, Darts Hill Garden Park will be open
on Friday – Sunday, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. to the end of September.
The last two Plant Sales of the 2019 season will be held on Sunday,
September 15th and Saturday, September 21st. The plunge beds are
brimming with plants longing to be transferred to your garden, deck,
patio or balcony. Be sure to bring plenty of cash or a cheque book so
you will not have to leave something special behind.
On your first visit in September, take a good look around for the
results of what the hardworking City of Surrey crew has been up to
during August. Check out the City Operations plantings within the
orchards and bed 47.
September is the last month of this year that the Garden is open to
the general public. After that, with the one exception of Saturday,
October 19th, 11:00-3:00, access will not be available again until April
2020 (except for members).
Sounds of Summer July 31, 2019

If you are curious to see what all the plants and trees are up to over the winter months and how spectacular the
Garden can look after a snowfall or when the pond is frozen, there is a simple solution. Become a member of the
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) and it will give you access on Members’ Only days held
once a month in October, November, January and February. You will not be the only one braving the elements to
enjoy the unique sights.
And, don’t come alone. Introduce your friends to the joys of the Garden by bringing them along on the guest
passes you receive with your membership. I am sure they will thank you for a lovely outing, and maybe even be
moved to join the Society themselves.

The Garden will have its yearly closure in December and the Annual General Meeting for members is held during
March.
I will be at the Welcome Table for every Members’ Day for the rest of the year. Joining me will be some of the
wonderful volunteer members of the Hospitality team. We look forward to welcoming you to Darts Hill.
Jane Robinson

Sanguisorba is a genus of flowering plants in the family
Rosaceae, native to the temperate regions of the
Northern Hemisphere. The common name is
burnet. The plants are perennial herbs or small shrubs.
Because burnets are cultivated as garden plants and
hybridized easily many cultivars have been bred,
especially from S. officinalis and S. canadensis.
The three Sanguisorba in the garden are Sanguisorba
menziesii, Sanguisorba obtusa ‘Lilac Squirrel' and
Sanguisorba officinalis ‘Lemon Splash’.

Sanguisorba menziesii (Alaskan brunet) is ideal for the
middle of a sunny border or in containers. Plants form a
low mound of lacy grey-green leaves, bearing
bottlebrush spikes of deep maroon flowers in summer.
Prefers even moisture and is a good cut flower adding
interest to a mixed bouquet. Clumps are easily divided
in Spring. Cut back foliage when the flowers fade.
This species can be found in Bed 44 waving in the breeze and must have been a favourite of Mrs. Darts as she
selected the perennials for this Bed.

Sanguisorba obtusa ‘Lilac Squirrel’ is also a herbaceous perennial to about 1m (3.28’), with a mat-forming, running
rootstock typical of Sanguisorba. The foliage is blue-green with rounded, wavy-edged leaflets and the flowers,
produced from midsummer to early autumn, are pinkish-purple, fluffy, hanging, squirrel tails. This plant was quick to
establish and can be found showing off on the West side of Bed 33 at Darts Hill.

Sanguisorba officinalis ‘Lemon Splash’ is a terrific addition to a perennial border as it adds colour from July to
November. Flowers resemble tiny corn cobs with colors ranging from deep red to burgundy-maroon. Lemon-yellow
"splashed" foliage is much more pronounced in full sun. This variety isn’t growing in the garden (yet) but is available at
our plant sales as is S. menziesii, ‘Lilac Squirrel’ to be added soon.
Provided by Pam Yokome

Photo: Scarlett Black

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE

GUIDES UPDATE

Plant Sales for 2019 have already set a record sales

Darts Hill Guides held their Annual Meeting to re-elect

total for the Darts Hill Propagation Group and we still

a Guide Chair where Pam Yokome was acclaimed to

have two more sales scheduled for September on the

the position. We also discussed a few new initiatives

15th and the 21st. The plunge beds are brimming with

to implement in the Garden and ways to handle the

late summer/fall blooming beauties ready to up the

changes in the types of tours being booked. We have

colour wattage in your garden. We have dozens of

two Self-Guided Tours we hope to have ready for the

different Lace Cap Hydrangea, Sedums, Echinacea,

fall season that will enable visitors to have easy

Monarda, Coreopsis, Salvia, Aster and Verbena to list

access to more garden history and plant information

just a few of the plants for sale. A fantastic addition to

without booking a Guided Tour.

our plant sale will be hand carved walking sticks from
Darts Hill Garden wood. Many thanks to Dwayne Lung

There has been a marked increase in the percentage

for his work and creations.

of Golf Cart Tours and we are working with City of
Surrey Parks to ensure these tours are an enjoyable

Propagation work sessions will resume early in

experience for all. The Guides continue to provide

September to continue adding to our inventory with 2

tours on all of our Members’ Days and Public Open

big pots of Asplenium scolopendrium (Hart’s Tongue

House Dates. This July we set a new record for the

fern) to start us off. We have some weeding and

size of a group visiting the garden with 103 members

digging of trees and shrubs to do in the old Veggie

of

Garden as well. Always lots to do.

attendance. Many Thanks to Sharon, James, Kathy,

the

Vancouver

Chinese

Baptist

Church

Sanne and Scott for handling this super group!
See you in September, either at a Prop work session
or a Plant Sale!

Articles provided by Pam Yokome

in

PLANTS OF DARTS HILL GARDEN PARK
FROM AROUND THE WORLD
South America

Acca

sellowiana

‘Mammoth’

–

Buddleja globosa – Chilean Orange Ball tree

Pineapple Guava / Guavasteen
Buddleja globosa is a native to the South American
PLANTED JUNE 2019 IN BED 47, and native to the
Highlands of Brazil, eastern Paraguay and Uruguay.
Versatile, and easy to grow with an upright branching
form, edible flowers, and tropical fruit! Fleshy white
flower petals have showy red accents, contrasting
nicely with the gray-green foliage. Tasty guava-like
fruit ripens in late fall. Easily trained as espalier, a
hedge, or a small specimen tree for landscape or
container. Evergreen.
Get your maps out, find Bed 47 and keep an eye on
the growth of one of our new and unique fruit trees.
Provided by Kathy Piccott

Crinodendron hookerianum
Chilean Lantern Tree

Andes. It can be found in the mountains of Chile, Peru
and Argentina from sea level to 2000 meters, Zone 7
to 9. In its native habitat it was used to treat
wounds. Described as semi evergreen, which means
that the winter cold determines how much of the
bushy shrub keeps its leaves. The honey scented
orange golf ball sized clusters of 25 tubular flowers in
late spring are magnets for bees, butterflies and
hummingbirds. It flowers on the previous year’s
growth, so it can be pruned after flowering. It is not
invasive like the Buddleja davidii, due to the seeds
being wingless. It won the award of merit from the
Royal Horticultural Society in 1993, a long wait, as it
was introduced to Britain in 1774. This lovely bush
can be found in BED 32.
Provided by Anne Sprung

BED 25 has a new specimen to capture your attention! This lovely red- flowering shrub is indigenous to Chile,
The A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants says that there are just two species in the Crinodendron genus, C.
hookerianum, having red flowers, and C. patagua , having white flowers. The word ‘Crino’ refers to a lily in the
Greek language and ‘dendron’ we know is Latin for tree. Now, not to be confusing but C. hookerianum does not
have lily flowers, it clearly has lantern flowers.
The specific epithet ‘hookerianum’ is named for the English botanist, Sir William
Jackson Hooker (1785 – 1865) who is known for having studied many Chilean
plants, and also bears the distinction of having been the first director of London’s
Kew Gardens.
In the wild, Crinodendron grows up to 6.0 m (20’) or more in moist areas near
streams in shady, humid places. It is not reliably frost hardy below -7°C, or Zone
8B-9.
Provided by Jacqueline Hohmann

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA
COUNCIL OF GARDEN
CLUBS NEWSLETTER
The Bulletin has not been published

Staphylea pinnata

(European bladder nut) is a
deciduous Shrub growing to 4.5 m (14’) by 4.5 m (14’) that
is hardy to zone 6. It is in flower from May to June, and the
seeds ripen from September to November. The species is
hermaphrodite (has both male and female organs) and is
pollinated by Flies.
Small, fragrant, bell-shaped, white flowers each to 1.3 cm
(1/2“) long with red-tipped sepals bloom in drooping panicles
each to 12.7 cm (5“) long in late spring. Fruit is an inflated,
papery, baggy, 2-3 lobed, subglobose seed capsule to 3.8 cm
(1 1/2“) long. Seed capsule is often described as being
"bladder-like" in appearance, hence the common name of
bladdernut for this shrub.

for a couple of years however the
BCCGC are pleased to announce that
one of their previous editors, Linda
Stanley Wilson, has agreed to come
back as the editor. The newsletter
will be published every two months
beginning this month. Enjoy the July
2019 issue.
Articles Include:
•
Welcome from BCCGC
President Eric Hees
•
Get Rooted: Information about
our Fall Meeting
•
Spotlight on the Quadra and
Cortes Island Garden Clubs
•
•
•

The seeds are used as rosary beads by Roman Catholics in
countries where this species is native. The seeds are also
used for decoration and to produce oil which is used in lamps
as well as being edible (said to taste like pistachios). Its wood
is used for carpentry and turnery particularly to make small
items such as cigarette holders and pipes.
See this shrub in Bed 40. Provided by Pam Yokome

•

Floral Design
Wildlife in the garden
Japanese beetle information
. . . and so much more

AMAZING PLANTS OF DARTS HILL
photos taken by Susan Murray
late spring, early summer of 2019

CITY OPERATIONS

as provided by Ken Warren
Visitor Attendance

General Maintenance

Our Friday, Saturday and Sunday Strolls , tours, Book
launch and Sounds of Summer events have brought so
many new and neighbourhood visitors to the garden.

Our focus has once again changed for the summer
season to watering the collections. The new plantings
over these past months have been widely distributed
throughout the garden. Staff have been working hard
to ensure that these new plantings are maintained. We
are thankful that this summer has been slightly cooler
with more rain than previous years. Please check out
the new location for the Wollemi Pine in Bed 8. We
are continuing to plan for bed expansions and new
plantings into the fall.

We are very pleased that more than 7400 visitors have
come to the garden as of the end of July. This
surpasses the visitor totals for 2018… and we still
have the 2019 fall events and strolls to look forward
to! Thank you to everyone for inviting so many people
to the garden. The summary of volunteer hours and
related info will be presented at the upcoming Board
meeting.
We ask for everyone’s help this year as we attempt to
closely record the actual number of visitors to Darts
Hill Garden Park in 2019. If you visit the garden with
family, friends or other groups, please let me know
when you came and how many people were in your
party.

Our very successful Book Launch and Sounds of
Summer events have kept staff busy in preparing for
strolls and events, maintaining beds and improving
pathways.
Photo: Scarlett Black

Rhododendron Collection
The numerous additions to the Rhododendron
collection are doing well in their new locations. We
look forward to seeing these young plants develop into
the fine specimens that we expect them to be. We
will continue with fall planting in beds 43 and 21 along
with the proposed bed 35e expansion.

Benches, Railings and Artist’s donation
Photo: P. Yokome

We have installed our set of benches for 2019. Areas
around these new benches have been improved and we
hope everyone takes time to sit at these and enjoy the
views. Proposed bench locations for 2020 are being
discussed.
I have received quotes for the installation of the railing
that leads from the house to the heritage walnut. I will
be in contact with the contractor over the upcoming
weeks to finalize installation details.
We are very thankful for the Art donation of 2 Cedrus
table-bird baths by ‘Understory’ Artist Markus
Macdonald. These two pieces will be installed in the
upper native loop and by the grape arbour bench.

Photos: Scarlett Black

Maple Meadow improvements

Fruit Trees

We will continue to work on future wildflower plantings
on the Maple Meadow to benefit our bees and
pollinators. The honeybee centre has been maintaining
and increasing the number of hives over the past weeks.
The mason bee condos have been removed for the
season and we will see them back in April 2020.

The Crab apples from Derry’s Orchard and Nursery are
doing well despite the occasional visits by deer. These
fruit trees will enhance our current collections and help
to emphasize food sustainability in the community. We
are working with fruit industry experts and garden
inventory records to identify fruit trees in the collection.

Our crews have initiated planting of the Maple Meadow
frontage to help screen views of the surrounding housing
developments. Selections of new specimens as well as
plants relocated from the heritage garden will be used to
enhance this frontage.
We are also planning an
expansion of the Bee Garden.

We are struggling to acquire the desired specimens for
the Nut Orchard and have had some set backs in the
progress of this collection.

New developments to the Neighbourhood Community
Plan (NCP) and Darts Master Plan may see changes to
the Maple Meadow property. We will keep you updated
as information becomes available.

Bed 47 by the upper orchard is now home to our
recently acquired Acca sellowiana or pineapple guava.
Come and see the other plantings and improvements to
this bed.

Native Plant Area Restoration Project
Volunteers Needed
An upcoming project of the native plant group is to turn
this barren area into a small garry oak meadow. All
members are invited to help us clear the area in
preparation for planting. Bring your pruners; we'll provide
the rest.

Saturday, September 14, 9:15 to 11:30.

IN MEMORIAM
Peter Thompson, 1937 - 2019
Sadly the Darts Hill community lost one of the

original Darts Hill Guides (1997) this March at his
farm in South Surrey. Peter was honoured as a
Guide Emeritus in 2013 when he retired from active
guiding but continued to be a regular visitor. It was
always a pleasure to see Peter and Henriette in the
garden and his presence will be missed.

Peter Thompson, with James Good
in front of Toona sinensis

I hope you are enjoying the new look of
The Oracle.

Templates were created

by Chad Doi, webmaster for DHGCT
Society. Colours and fonts were from
new guidelines promoting Darts Hill
Garden Park, created by the City of
Surrey.
Articles and photos inserted and edited
by Kathy Piccott.

CONTACT:
info@dartshill.ca
dartshill.ca

Darts Hill Garden
Conservancy Trust Society
is an organization working in
partnership with the
City of Surrey
to ensure the preservation of
Darts Hill Garden Park.

