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Season’s Greetings

What a brilliant display of fall colour at Darts Hill Garden Park this year. 2018 fall activities

were fun, educational and very well attended. The DHGCTS really appreciated the extra

efforts that the City of Surrey, particularly Ken Warren and his fine crew with the energetic

folks at Partnerships in Parks (PIP), did to engage and educate visitors during the Fall Open

House held September 22. The theme of this year’s event was “Get Gathering”. A wonderful

opportunity for visitors to pick apples and to learn about the colorful seeds and fruit from

plants in the garden.

A bench with a plaque was unveiled,

marking the volunteer contributions of

James Good to the City of Surrey (James is

a long time DHGCTS member and

volunteer).

As Chair, I am very happy to report on

several city initiatives that were identified

in the annual Capital Planning process

undertaken jointly by the DHGCTS Board

and the City.

Four more benches were added to the

garden in 2018 with more to come in 2019.

Plans for the new security fencing along

168th at the volunteer gate are well

underway. In 2018, garden open days

increased with Friday, Saturday and

Sunday open days in select months from 11

am to 3 pm. This increased the number of

visitors through the gate to 6,000 or more.

Photos:  S. Murray



The Darts Hill Book Project is going very well. Margaret Cadwaladr has completed her research

and writing. The first draft of the book is in the hands of several DHGCTS reviewers who knew

Francisca Darts well. Upon request, a number of DHGCTS members have scoured their files

for suitable images to go along with the story. The working title of the book is, “A Secret

Garden: The Story of the Darts Hill Garden Park”. Margaret has worked on the Book Project

almost full time this past year. It is a huge task. It is much more work to write and publish a

book than you might think. There are still many action items on the Book Project ‘to do’ list!

Dealing with the graphic artist, editor, printers, proofing, shipping, marketing, and finally

distribution of the book, for example. I am looking forward to the publication of “A Secret

Garden: The Story of the Darts Hill Garden Park” in 2019. I sincerely commend Margaret for

offering her time, and expertise. She has worked on the Book Project as a DHGCTS volunteer!

Wow!

In November, the DHGCTS submitted an

application for a second grant from the Surrey

Cultural Grants Program for 2019. Successful

applicants will be announced sometime in early

January. If successful a second time, the grant of

$5,000 will assist with the publishing of “A Secret

Garden: The Story of the Darts Hill Garden

Park”.

In closing, a reminder that the DHGCTS Annual

General Meeting will be held on Saturday

March, 2, 2019 in the Church Hall next to the

garden. Doors open at 9:30 am with a meeting

start time of 10:00 am, and yes, a light lunch will

be served. Please mark this date on your

calendars. Douglas Justice is the featured speaker

at the 2019 AGM.

The DHGCTS is always looking for volunteers.

Four Board position will be open at our AGM. A

Board term is three years. Two current Board

members plan to seek re-election. All four seats

are open for nominations. Please consider

donating some of your time in 2019 to ensure the

Darts’ legacy carries on in perpetuity at Darts

Hill Garden Park.
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• Following the brief meeting, recognition, and recruitment for Board positions, our guest

speaker, Douglas Justice, Associate Director, Horticulture & Collections, UBC Botanical

Gardens, will provide a presentation on the PLANTS OF VIETNAM.

• A light lunch will be served following the meeting.

• The garden will be open until 3:00 pm.

NOTICE OF AGM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: MARCH 2, 2019

Time: 10:00 am to noon  (doors open at 9:30 am)
Place: Emmanuel Evangelical Covenant Church 

17029 - 16th Avenue (across from the Darts Hill Garden main parking lot)

FAUNA and FUNGI found at Darts Hill – provided by Celeste Paley

Queen bolete
Western garter snake



MEMBERSHIP CORNER - Provided by Jane Robinson, Hospitality

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

A REMINDER:  THE GARDEN IS

CLOSED IN DECEMBER.

MEMBER’S DAY

SUNDAY, JAN 13  11-3 PM

MEMBER’S DAY

SUNDAY, FEB 10 - 11-3 PM

Oh my! Here we are at the end of another year at Darts Hill Garden already. Time certainly flies
through the seasons. The weather has been very kind to the Members, and other visitors, who have

attended the Members’ Days this year. We only had one wet day out of ten. Even that one in September

was well attended as there was also a Stroll for the general public and a Plant Sale which is always a
magnet for gardening enthusiasts.

Here I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the

Hospitality volunteers who took shifts at the Welcome

Table on Members’ Days this year. I really appreciated and

enjoyed your company. It can be a very uplifting couple of

hours spent speaking with and observing people who are

almost always happy and impressed with their visit to

Darts Hill.

Parrotia persicaria - Photo by Scarlett Black

I especially loved hearing from a man who stopped on his

way out to tell me how much he enjoyed his visit. He

explained that the photos his daughter began taking had

shown him how to look for the uniqueness in each plant

and it had given him a greater understanding of how to see

the beauty in the Garden.

Jacqueline and Jane – November 2018



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, cont inued…..

One thing that stands out while welcoming visitors is that there is no age limit to one’s enjoyment of the

Garden. From infants in strollers to those more advanced in years and every generation in between, all

can enjoy the experience in their own way. Darts Hill can be difficult for some with mobility issues but a

tour by golf cart can be arranged by going to https://dartshill.ca/visit-the-garden

Now the Garden will rest up during the annual closure in December.

In the New Year, it slowly comes alive again with three openings for Members only and their Guests in

January, February and March. One of these will host the always enjoyable Annual General Meeting. The

date will be posted on the Darts Hill Garden website, https://dartshill.ca/events when the 2019 Schedule

is finalized.

As we enter the Christmas season, it struck me that this holiday is unique for its connection to some

lovely plant life. There are some very specific species that are associated with decorating at this time of

year. There is the Christmas cactus, the poinsettia, holly (and the ivy), mistletoe, boughs and wreathes

and, of course, the Tree. All these can instantly conjure up the spirit of the season.

I have a cactus plant that is flowering profusely right now and therefore appears to be celebrating the US

Thanksgiving. When I lived with a cat, I had to forego poinsettias as she could not be dissuaded from

chewing on them and I feared poisoning her. Now she is gone, I love the amazing variety of poinsettias

that are now available.

A ‘live’ Tree is a must for me. I steadfastly refuse to switch to an artificial one. I round up a long

suffering friend or two and head for a tree farm. For no less than an hour, in sun, rain or snow, I will

inspect every tree on the lot several times until I find ‘the one’ that fits all my criteria. Cutting it down

always hurts a little, and then fitting it into one of those aggravating tree stands always hurts a lot! For a

couple of weeks I stare at it lovingly with all its decorations and lights. Then it is off to the chipper to

become the comforting mulch for some other plant life.

And then the celebration is over and I look forward to a New Year which I hope will include seeing you

all at Darts Hill Garden often.

Darmera peltate  Photo:  C. Paley Crataegus laevigata ‘Gireoudii’

https://dartshill.ca/visit-the-garden
https://dartshill.ca/events


PLANT OF THE SEASON, provided by Jacqueline Hohmann

Pinus coulteri

Some of the largest trees in Darts Hill Garden are the conifers. And conifers, I’m sure you

know, are generally evergreen trees, like pines, that produce a seed cone. We’re all familiar

with pine cones and know that they come in many sizes, but did you know that a pine tree

growing in Darts Hill Garden owns the distinction of producing the largest cone of any cone-

producing tree in the world, weighing up to even 8 pounds? It’s true, and this tree is known as

the Coulter pine. You can visit this very tall tree in Bed 1, just east of the bottom of the well-

travelled path we know as the ‘tractor road’.

Pinus coulteri (Coulter pine) is a US native having its indigenous range through the mountains

of California all the way south into Mexico. Sibley’s Guide to Trees (David Allen Sibley, 2009)

describes Coulter pine as “uncommon, and local on dry, rocky slopes, flats, ridges and arid

chaparral (shrubland) of the area”. It is amazing, given the rarity of this tree even in nature,

that we have such a fabulous specimen of it growing in our moisture-laden, coastal climate.

If you would enjoy viewing this tree, make

a visit to Bed 1 to see it for yourself.

Perhaps you’ll even find a cone (because

I’ve heard that others have)!

Jacqueline Hohmann

Darts Hill Guide

Photos:  K. Piccott



GUIDES UPDATE – by Pam Yokome

With the decrease in the amount of volunteer

guides, we are creating a few self guided tours for

our visitors; there are a couple already produced

and we are currently working on a couple more.

We will need the workers and volunteers at the

front desk to offer them to visitors. We are

considering adding a couple to our website so

people can either follow along on their phone or

print at home.

Propagation Group enjoyed a very successful year with over $8,140.00 in plant sales. This

number also included a few hundred dollars in pumice and apron sales. We held our last

work session of the year on November 8 where we finished up mulching in our plants for

the winter. We have also done our last clean up at Heron Park. Excepting for placement of

some boughs on more tender plants we are all on vacation.

PROPAGATION UPDATE – by Pam Yokome

We have added two videos to our website and have a bag full of VHS video tapes that will

be uploaded as well, once converted to DVD. We have recruited a long-time volunteer to

help with editing of the web site. He has already done some work, updating links and

adding new stories on the home page. We would also like to add the Seasonal maps to the

site as well as add more pictures.

WEBSITE UPDATE – by Pam Yokome

We have picked up one or two new volunteers this year but could

always use more. Next year we will continue to bulk up our sun loving

and blooming plants as this seems to be what most of our shoppers are

looking for. We have been inspired to add signage to the Plant Nursery

by those we saw at Milner Garden and will get that done later in the

winter.

https://dartshill.ca/

Nancy, Ross & Sharon



Source:  
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetail
s.aspx?kempercode=q160

Franklinia alatamaha, commonly called Franklin tree, typically grows as a

single-trunk tree with a rounded crown or as a multi-stemmed shrub. As a

single trunk tree, it can grow to 20’ tall or more, but is more often seen

growing much shorter. Camellia-like, cup-shaped, 5-petaled, sweetly-

fragrant, white flowers (to 3” diameter) bloom in late summer to early fall.

Each flower sports a boss of egg-yolk yellow center stamens. Narrow,

oblong-obovate, glossy dark green leaves (to 5” long) turn quality shades of

orange, red and purple in autumn. John Bartram was appointed Royal

Botanist for North America by King George III in 1765. In that same year,

John Bartram and his son William discovered franklinia growing in a 2-3

acre tract along the banks of the Altamaha River in southeastern Georgia.

Franklinia has never been observed growing in any other place than along

the Altamaha River. In a return trip in 1773, William Bartram collected seed

from this site and brought it back to the Bartram's garden in Philadelphia

where the tree was successfully grown. This tree has been extinct in the

wild since 1803. It has been perpetuated in cultivation (all plants derive

from the seed collected by Bartram) not only because of its rarity but also

because of its attractive flowers and foliage.

A Special Find – Franklinia alatamaha Provided by Pam Yokome

The current genetic base of this plant is quite narrow in large part

because all plants currently in existence in the world come from the

materials collected by the Bartrams. Franklinia belongs to the tea

family and is closely related to Stewartia and Gordonia (loblolly

bay). It is not known why this tree disappeared in the wild. Land

along the Altamaha River was cleared for cotton plantations

leading to one theory that a cotton pathogen found in the soil

(carried downstream through erosion) was the main cause of the

extinction of the colony. Other extinction theories include decline

from climate change, destruction by man, single colony of plants

was not genetically diverse enough to withstand pathogens or

changing conditions, or a local disaster (flood or fire).

Darts Hill Garden is lucky enough to have two of these pretty

trees with their sweet flowers which helps to ensure their

survival. Look for them in Beds 7S and 33.

Photos: Nancy Oike.

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=q160


Be sure to spend some time next spring in the Native Plant area. Several groups of volunteers have

added a couple of hundred flowering plants, shrubs, and trees to the Native Demonstration Bed

(Bed 7w) and the Native Loop Trail. The plants were carefully nurtured through our hot, dry

summer and fall, and by spring they'll be putting on a show - be on the lookout for these new

additions:

Philadelphus lewisii, mock orange

Fragaria vesca, wild strawberry, woodland strawberry

Shepherdia canadensis, soopolallie, buffalo berry

Erythronium oregonum, white fawn lily

Gaultheria shallon, salal

Achlys triphylla, vanilla leaf

Holodiscus discolor, ocean spray

Crataegus douglasii, black hawthorn

Cornus nuttallii, Pacific dogwood

Rosa nutkana, Nootka rose

Ribes lobbii, gummy gooseberry

Ribes sanguineum, red- flowered current

Cornus canadensis, bunchberry

Lonicera involucrata, black twinberry

Aquilegia formosa, red columbine

Amelanchier alnifolia, coastal saskatoon

Rhododendron macrophyllum, Pacific rhododendron

This year, garden technicians also added a watering system around the circumference of the native

loop to help new plantings get through our hot dry summers. Native plants typically do not need

extra water as long as their planting sites are well chosen to suit their needs. However, they do need

extra water during their first summer to get well-established. The new watering system will assist

volunteers to get water to such plants when they need it.

New additions ready for planting 

Planters taking a well-deserved break 

NATIVE PLANT AREA OFFERS SURPRISES FOR SPRING Submitted by Nancy Oike

The native plant area is a true collaborative project. Volunteers come

from Darts Hill membership, The Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society

and their partners, and occasionally students from local high schools

and colleges. The City of Surrey Urban Forest division provides plants,

advice, and assistance. Thanks to Darts Hill acting director, Ken

Warren, and his creative technicians, you'll now find two rustic log

benches along the native loop trail where you can sit and enjoy the

forest. The seating was fashioned from parts of the Garden's recently

fallen Siberian elm.

Tending to the native area is Darts Hill's own version of Japanese "forest bathing." We highly

recommend it. Our volunteers come out for work sessions five times a year or more often as the

spirit moves them. If you'd like to join us, contact nancyoike@gmail.com. You'll be happy you did.



CITY OPERATIONS – as provided by Ken Warren

General Maintenance

The autumn colour throughout the garden has been extremely vivid this year! We have noticed brighter

colour changes than in previous years. We are now in full leaf control and fall clean up. We hope to get

beds and paths cleaned up before the cold weather sets in.

Pathway improvements have been done in a number of areas as exposed roots have created some

tripping hazards. The path between Bed 46 east and west by the upper orchard has been improved and

field stone borders have been reinstalled.

Renovations and Plantings

Bed renovations have continued throughout the garden. We have reclaimed some of the bed space by

the south service gate and will use this area for some of our recent plant purchases. Bed 46w tree

stumps were removed and plantings are scheduled for this area as well. The large number of self-

seeded Tree peonies, are being thinned out of the garden to improve the health of surrounding plants

and to make room for more unique plant material.

The debris has been cleared in Bed 8 which should allow for more planting opportunities. I will work

with the Collections Committee to further assess trees in this area and determine how this bed can be

utilized for the planting of unique specimens.

Our existing shed by the lower main entrance will be re-

purposed as a storage shed for event tents and material for the

membership committee and the City’s Park Partnerships team.

Currently, these materials are stored in the washrooms and this

presents logistical challenges for weekday tours.

Over the next months, we anticipate the installation of a 6’ Ornamental fence and gate on the frontage of

the 1680 168 Street property. We are working with our contractor for the supply of materials and

preparation of the site.

As requested by our visitors, bicycle racks are now available for use by the former works shed that is

west of the washrooms. This location was chosen for bike racks as the welcome table will also be

situated here. This will allow staff and membership volunteers to monitor bike security while at the

welcome table.

Parking Lots and Entrances

We are continuing to improve plantings in the east parking

area. A section under the east Cedar grove has been planted to

tie in with plants already in the bank beds. Some of the

unidentified magnolias that were taken from the Heritage

garden have been planted in the lower parking area.
Photo:  Anne Sprung

Photo:  K. Piccott



Picnic Tables and Benches

We have not seen very much use of the new picnic tables. (By the shelter area north of the propagation

beds) We hope everyone will encourage friends and visitors to spend the day, have a picnic lunch, relax

and enjoy the garden. . I would be interested to know how often the picnic tables are actually being

used and whether we need to budget for more tables in the future.

Fruit Trees

Fruit trees in the Upper and Lower orchards have fruited very heavily this year. Visitors to the gardens

were given the opportunity to harvest fruit from the garden this year. The harvesting of fruit at our ‘Get

Gathering’ open house was well received and families enjoyed the chance to pick apples and pears. We

were not able to engage City volunteers for the harvest of fruit as had been done in previous years. We

attribute much of the increase in fruit production in the garden to the introduction of the honeybees

and mason bees to the garden over the past year.

We are working with fruit industry experts and garden inventory records to identify fruit trees in the

collection. A collection of Crab apples have been purchased from Derry’s Orchard and Nursery. These

fruit trees will enhance our current collections and help to emphasize food sustainability in

the community.

We continue to move forward with our bench program and we have

prepared locations for the next set off installations. We are currently

working with contractor schedules for the installation of this year’s

benches. The 2019 bench purchase will be placed at the beginning of

the new year.

Log benches have been added to the Native loop trail from portions taken from the fallen Siberian Elm.

We have worked with Society volunteers to place these benches in strategic areas to highlight and enjoy

native plants. Please find further information and pictures included in Nancy Oike’s report on the

Native area or on the Darts website.

Improvements around buildings

Parks staff has made a number of improvements around the garage and ‘shack’ over the past months.

The decaying log section under the grape arbour has been removed. In its place, staff have installed a

low, basalt retaining wall to contain soil on the south side of the garage. The step going into the potting

shed or ’shack’ has been improved and a small basalt stone step has been added. Removal of a number

of ‘tripping’ hazards has been completed and this area has been regraded for ease of plant cart and foot

traffic. These improvements will hopefully encourage visitors to take a look at the ‘antique garden tool

collection’ in the potting shed.

Photo:  S. Murray



THE ALPINE GARDEN CLUB OF BC was founded as The Canadian Primula and Alpine

Society in March 1955 and the name of the organization was changed to AGC-BC in 1965.

Francisca Darts was one of the earliest members of the original club and was eventually granted

an Honorary Lifetime Membership with many members remembering her fondly.

The Seed Exchange began in 1970 and consisted initially of North American native seeds but

continued to expand to include seed from around the world. Mrs. Darts was an active

participant in this and many other seed exchanges around the world, The Scottish Rock Garden

Seed Exchange, North American Rock Garden Society exchange, the Royal Horticulture Society

exchange and others. We can see the evidence of her participation in the notes on her many

forms of garden inventory and, of course, in some of the mature plants in the garden.

A new host and venue was required for the

2018 seed sorting portion of this 48 year old

exchange and it seems fitting that it should

happen at Darts Hill. A number of Darts

volunteers have become quite involved with

the AGC-BC after our joint venture building

and planting of the two Alpine Beds. Pam

Yokome has been helping with the West Van

Group for the last few years and volunteered

to take on that role using the Darts house as

home base. Along with a great group of

AGC-BC and Darts volunteers we meet

every Tuesday to sort, package and

eventually mail out orders to members from

all over the world. There are two other

groups operating as satellite offices as well,

in Vancouver and on the Sunshine Coast.

This year there are well over 1300 different

types of seeds, many were wild collected

and some very rare, donated from Europe,

NZ, Tasmania, and all over North America.

We expect to fill well over 100 different orders of up to 60 seeds per order; a lot of work but a

great service and something we feel Mrs. Darts would approve of.

A few dozen of the seeds on this list came from Darts Hill. Look up the Seed Exchange here,

http://www.agc-bc.ca/current-seedlist, you may become hooked and join the club and

participate in the exchange.

This article was provided by Pam Yokome

http://www.agc-bc.ca/current-seedlist


Bees within the Mahonia x media 
‘Charity’

Flowers on Colletia
hystrix ‘Rosea’

Peony seed capsule

Wood turners art

Golden carpet of poplar leaves thru an archway of 
Cotoneaster – Photo:  Celeste Paley

Photos:  Anne SprungNovember colour

Photos:  Susan Murray



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an 
organization working in partnership with the City 
of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill 

Garden Park

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership 

with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

Contact:  info@dartshill.ca

Fall has lots to offer in wonderful leaf colour, but check out how the

plants carry or spread their seeds. Seeds come in all shapes and sizes

from massive to tiny, hard to soft, edible to toxic. Darts Hill has some

that are easy to recognize and many that are unusual.

The display was fun to gather seeds for, and the most commented on

were the Decaisnea fargesii or Deadman’s fingers. These blue purple

pods opened to display black seeds in a goopy clear gel. Disgusting

looking but edible. Not many took up the option to taste the

Decaisnea but many tried the Concord grapes, which they enjoyed.

There were many other edible fruits on the table, the Cornus kousa,

Cornus mas, to the varieties of apples crab apples, pears, medlar,

quince, and bitter orange. The Chinese 5 spice or Xanthophyllum

stimulants was easy to rub to get the spicy scent and lots of people

enjoyed the aroma.

Autumn Open House – Seed Display

As gathered, researched and displayed by Anne Sprung

The poisonous berries of the Arum and the prickly locust bush were

pointed out to remind the public that some berries are toxic. The other

big hits of the table were the Big Dude magnolia seed pods with the

wonderful contorted almost rude red pods with the shiny seeds inside,

and the spiky chestnut balls.

There was a vase of 20+ grasses, not identified, but each seed head was different. A reminder that your

garden can have great interest in the fall from the structure or way it distributes seed. There may be a

display of more seeds next year at the Open house, but take the time to check your own garden or

neighbourhood park to see what your favourite plants create. They can be as intricate and beautiful as

the flowers.

Magnolia seed pod – photo:  S. Murray

https://www.dartshill.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=darts hill garden park

