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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: SUSAN MURRAY
It is the end of November already. How fast the year moved from spring to
summer to fall and soon to early winter. The garden will be closed in
December to visits but we can all look forward to 2017 Members’ and Saturday
Stroll days!
2016 has been very busy. Kathy Piccott, with the help of the welcome table
staff and volunteers, tracked the visitors to the garden this year. Darts Hill
Garden Park saw 2,227 visitors with $5,202.80 in donations received in 2016.
April was Darts’ best month with over 1,000 park visitors. Unfortunately, the
weather did not cooperate in June or this fall, so visitor numbers were lower
than expected. Donations collected were calculated to $2.37 / person. We also
saw 166 visitors who registered and paid for guided tours.
It is the end of November when the Woodland
Collection
2016
Project
was
successfully
completed. DHGCTS sincerely thanks Celeste
Paley for her stellar work to create a garden
that would make Mrs. Darts proud. 249
individual species, subspecies, or cultivated
varieties of plants were planted into Beds 10
and 22.
I am really looking forward to the spring
display of delicate blossoms and unusual leaf
textures provided by these special plants in the
new Woodland garden. Our wet and mild
October has done wonders for the establishment
of these lovely specimens.
Celeste Paley kneeling at the
corner of Bed 10

NOTICE OF:
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: FEBRUARY 18, 2017
Time: 10:00 a.m. to noon
Place: Emmanuel Evangelical Church,
17029 - 16th Avenue (across from the Darts Hill main parking lot)
Agenda will include a very brief review of the changes we are required to make to our
Constitution and Bylaws due to new laws recently enacted which govern Societies in
British Columbia. Our Constitution and Bylaws are in good shape but we will be making
a few additions and deletions to bring ours up to scratch.
A guest speaker will be on hand after the business portion and the garden will be open
with a tour guide.
Door Prizes
Light refreshments will be served following the meeting.

DARTS HILL RARE TREE TRUNK TAKES ON A NEW LIFE AS A
DECORATIVE BOWL
BED C3 once contained a very rare
Gleditsia melanacantha, (synonym Gledistia
japonica)
from
Japan.
The
tree,
unfortunately, died but a significant chunk
of the trunk has found new life. It has been
turned into a spectacular bowl by
craftsman Bryan Whitta, of Surrey BC, and
a member of the Fraser Valley Woodturners
Guild (FVWG).
The FVWG is an enthusiastic group
of novice to expert woodturners. Mr.
Whitta turned and finished the bowl and
then donated the completed piece back to
the garden. The bowl, with the Gleditsi a
trees’ beautiful annual growth rings
highlighted, is proudly on display in Darts
House on the dining room bureau. Come
up and see it sometime!

FROM THE ARCHIVES - Winter: HAND-WRITTEN NOTES FROM THE
JOURNALS OF ED AND FRANCISCA - As found, transcribed and provided by Nancy Armstrong
In June 1942 Francisca Koster, age 26, and Edwin Darts, age 38, were married in Vancouver where they
lived. They were both working full time, she as a stenographer and he as a bookkeeper. Francisca’s
parents lived in Burnaby, but Edwin’s parents had retired to White Rock in 1938 and the newly weds
often came down to visit his parents.
Having spent his younger years on his father’s farms in Nelson and Chilliwack Edwin was keen to buy
land and have an orchard so when they visited they began looking for property near White Rock. They
liked the view from the plateau above the Agricultural Land Reserve, but the soil was much too rocky
for farming.
Then in the Fall of 1943 driving South on Coast Meridian (now 168th) they discovered 50 acres for sale
not only with an incredible view, but with good land. The story of the land purchase can be left to
another occasion, for this issue we will consider only the “Cabin in White Rock” as Edwin identifies the
first building on the property.
As Francisca did not retire until April of 1951 and Edwin not until much later, they were only able to
come to their new property on the weekends. Francisca’s father, Frederik Koster, is identified on the
Voter’s Lists as a carpenter; however, he built three houses in Burnaby (two are still occupied) and
assembled from precut one in White Rock after he retired there.
So that “Cis” and “Ed” would finally have a place of their own to stay when they came down to clear
the land, in the Fall of 1945 “Fred” built them a cabin.
The cabin was originally placed near what is now the corner of 16th and 168th, but after the house was
completed enough to move into the Fall of 1947 the structure was moved up to east of the house. After
71 years it is still quite usable, albeit a bit shabby, and we now know it as “the Shack”.
Continued……

FROM THE ARCHIVES – continued..

We have little archival material from
Edwin, but what we have is precious
and tells us much about his attention
as a bookkeeper and accountant to the
value of money.
The details for the total cost of
building the Cabin are almost
complete ($136.68), and as with all of
his financial records they are to the
penny! We can only guess what
happened to the other $1.10 worth of
Hardware?! The furnishings, two
bunk beds and a pot-bellied stove and
whatever else was added are not on
the list.

CITY OPERATIONS – as provided by Maria Fish, Director of Feature Gardens
General Maintenance
The fall clean-up in the garden is on track: the herbaceous perennials have been cut back, plants have
been winterized and, most of the leaves have fallen. We are moving into pruning and deadheading
with the hopes of getting on top of some overgrown areas of the garden. One of our horticulture staff
will be retiring at the end of December. We appreciate all his hard work over the years to make this
garden as special as it is. We are working to have a new staff member in place early in 2017. In the
meantime, we will have auxiliary staff on hand to help in the garden, as needed.

Continued Enhancements to the Entrance Sequence

With the completion of the washroom building renovations, we are now shifting our efforts out
towards the parking lot. We have canopy raised the trees and thinned out the shrubbery in what
was a natural areas bed at the entrance to the garden. Sightlines have now been achieved so that as
you come up to the entrance paths from the parking lot, you are able to see the front gate. We plan
to maintain the natural aesthetic of the bed and augment it through horticultural pruning practices
of native specimens and the addition of more exotics. The selection of plant material will be done in
consultation with the Collections Committee as time permits.
New Plants and Bulbs
As noted in the Collections Committee minutes from
September 1st, 2016, the need for additional colour in
late summer was identified by members. To remedy
this a selection of unusual plants and naturalizing
bulbs were purchased. Both have been planted at
various locations throughout the garden.
We’re
looking forward to seeing t`hem appear through out
this next year!

Increased Security
In October our caretaker moved out. We would like to thank them for all the work they has done
over the years and we look forward to seeing them at Darts Hill Garden events. The City is looking to
fill the position as soon as possible.

CITY OPERATIONS, continued…
With the recent thefts in the garden we are making efforts to provide a safer environment for both
staff and volunteers. We have improved the lighting around the house and volunteer parking lot by
installing LED motion sensors in key locations and changing out the existing bulbs to LED’s. The
LED’s provide a brighter, more cost effective light source. The installation of the lights around the
house has been completed. The new lighting in the volunteer parking lot will be completed in the
upcoming month, as we are waiting for parts.
In addition, we have cleared the frontage on the north property to improve sightlines from 168th
Street into the volunteer parking lot. A security system is being installed in the house. We will be
keeping the Society apprised of the work and working with them to provide access once the system is
installed.

1680 – 168 Street (area being cleared for sightline improvements)

Work in progress

Filbert Row – Bed 46 W

The selection of appropriate nut tree replacements for the allee and various locations in the garden is
being researched by the Collections Committee. A copy of the minutes from the Oct 20 th, 2016
meeting can be made available, upon request.
With the removal of the filbert in bed 46 W, an opportunity to improve the safety of the adjacent path
was identified by staff. The adjacent path has now been regraded and bed 46W has been extended to
provide safer access for equipment in the garden. The bed extension will be planted with appropriate
material relocated from other beds.

GUIDES UPDATE – by Pam Yokome
The Guides held their Fall Meeting October 29
with 11 Guides present. Two new Guides were
added to the active roster, Anne Sprung and
Celeste Paley. Anne you will remember as
Membership Chair and we are very happy to
have her continue her involvement in the
garden in this new role. Celeste has been a
member for approximately 10 years and a
volunteer with the Propagation Group and has
already led or helped with three tours this
summer past. Both ladies were presented with
our signature pink pashminas and name
badges. A big welcome to both.
The Guides have led 11 tours in 2016, with two
cancellations and approximately 240 people.
We have also had two school tours with the
latest including 60 students and approximately
40 teachers and family members.
After our business meeting we enjoyed a pot
luck lunch and then Celeste Paley gave the
Guides a tour of the area of Beds 10 and 11 she
has just finished planting her donated plants.
The addition of so many new, unusual and
lovely plants to this Woodland Bed was of great
interest to the Guides and will be to all visitors
to the garden. Celeste is a long time member at
Darts Hill and is a very passionate and
knowledgeable plants woman who truly loves
this garden. Graham Laine remarked that
Francisca would be smiling down on this
beautiful and appropriate addition to the
garden.
The Labelling Group is in the process of
producing signs for all these new plants which
will be in the garden as the plants emerge in the
Spring.
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Viburnum dilatatum xacanthocarpa

Provided by Pamela Yokome

Look for this beautiful new shrub in the new Woodland Bed just west of the new stone stairs up to the
Tufa Bed (Bed 11) and on the slope below the Picea orientalis and the house. It will grow to about 1.8 to
2.4 m (6 and 8 feet) and is hardy to Zone 5, thriving in moist, well-drained soil in full sun to partial
shade.
Viburnum dilatum is commonly called the linden viburnum because its leaves resemble those of the
linden tree (Tilia). It is native to open forests, forest margins, lowlands, foothills and scrubby areas in
China, Korea and Japan. Creamy white flowers (1/4” diameter) in showy, domed clusters (cymes to 5”
wide) appear in late spring (May to early June).
Flowers give way to ovoid amber yellow fruits on this
variety (drupes to 1/3” long) that mature in late
summer to early fall and persist on the shrub into early
winter. Berries are attractive to birds. Leaves turn
shades of bronze, burgundy and dull red in fall. It is the
amber-yellow berries that make this shrub so attractive.
The Vancouver Sun tapped this shrub as one of the
“Hot New Plants in the Pipeline for 2017”. But there is
also mention of this viburnum in the ARNOLDIA,
Bulletin of Popular Information of the Arnold
Arboretum, Harvard University, October 29, 1943 as a
woody plant with yellow or white fruit growing in
their Arboretum.
This Viburnum dilatatum xanthocarpa along with V. opulus xanthocarpum and V. sargentii flavum are
described as “truly outstanding and well worth planting”.
Everything old is new again?

Ilex cranata ‘Mariesii’
Family: Aquifoliaceae
Common Name: Box-leaved holly ‘Mariesii’
Once again, as I strolled through the many paths in the garden, I
came across something that caught my eye. Unlike most other
Japanese hollies, which are mounding or spreading shrubs,
'Mariesii' heads straight for the sky, creating a dark green
exclamation point in the garden. Crowded on its erect, greenmaturing-to-grey stems are tiny, round, glossy, evergreen leaves,
with black fruit. The average height is 3 feet however my source
(www.greatplantpicks.org) hasn't seen the shrub at Darts Hill,
which is easily 10 feet. K. Piccott

Ampelopsis brevipedunculata, Porcelain Berry
Photo courtesy of Scarlett Black

Photo by K. Piccott

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
UPCOMING SCHEDULE
SATURDAY STROLLS
EVERY SATURDAY IN APRIL, MAY,
JUNE AND SEPTEMBER
11-3 PM

MEMBERS’ DAY,
SUNDAY JAN 15
11- 3 PM
AGM
SATURDAY FEB 18
10- NOON,
FOLLOWED BY A TOUR
THROUGH THE GARDEN

MEMBERS’ DAY
SUNDAY MARCH 19
11- 3 PM

- Jane Robinson, Hospitality

LAST QUARTER OF 2016
As we move into the Fall and Winter months, the Garden
is no less fascinating and beautiful but the weather
becomes unpredictable. It was very unkind to Darts Hill
Garden members in September and October.
Both
th
th
Members’ Day openings (Sept. 17 and Oct. 16 ) had to
be cancelled because of heavy rain and a windstorm.
These weather conditions make the Garden unsafe for
visitors as paths can get damaged and trees can come
down. The City of Surrey crews worked very hard on
clean up in the days after to enable us to hold our Open
House events on the following two weekends.

Even though the Members’ Days were a washout, literally,
there were three other good openings, including a plant
sale, in September and one other in October. It is a lovely
time of year when visitors can experience the changing
colours of the leaves and a wealth of different berries and
fruits on the plants and trees.

A REMINDER: THE GARDEN IS CLOSED IN DECEMBER EACH YEAR. KEEP AN EYE
ON OUR WEBPAGE FOR NEWS – www.dartshill.ca

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

c o n t in u e d …..

At this time, I wish to say a very big “THANK YOU” to the Hospitality volunteers who took shifts
on the days that Darts Hill Garden was open during 2016. From January 17th – November 20th, there
were 25 scheduled events (23 open; 2 weather cancelled). There were 9 Members’ Days, 14 Saturday
Strolls (4 paired with Open Houses) and 2 special events (Plein Air and Sounds of Summer). Each of
these events needed one or more volunteers and 11 members of our team found time to fill a 2-hour
shift here and there during the year. You are all very much appreciated. These numbers do not
include this year’s AGM in February which saw most of the same people and many others help with
all the preparations and running of the meeting. All of you have a hand in keeping Francisca’s
garden alive.

As Darts Hill Garden is closed for down time in December, I would like to wish everyone a
wonderful Holiday Season and look forward to our start up again in mid-January of the New Year.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2017
January Members’ Day
We start the year with a Members’ Day on Sunday, January 15th. Will it be sunshine or
snowflakes, or maybe just a little drizzle? The Hospitality folks will be happy to see you but
I have learned not to say “rain or shine” as I have now been proved wrong twice.
February Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held on Saturday, February 18th. If you have not attended this before, I
really recommend that you do so. You will hear reports on what has been going on in Darts
Hill Garden in the past year. A knowledgeable guest speaker is often invited to give a talk
on his or her area of horticultural expertise. There is a table of prizes to be won with the
ticket you are given when you enter. The lunch is delicious. And, after all that, you can go
over to the Garden and join a guided tour or just do your own thing.
Note: All Memberships are now due for renewal in February each year. There will be a
team of volunteers at the AGM to process your renewal for you (cash or cheque only,
please). It is also possible to renew online or by mail. Go to https://dartshill.ca/getinvolved/ for details.
March Members’ Day
This is another month when only members have a chance to visit the Garden. That day will
be Sunday, March 19th. Hope to see you there.

PLANT OF THE SEASON, provided by Jacqueline Hohmann, with notes from
Graham Laine
Darts Hill Garden is home to a little known, but amazing plant specimen known as Wollemi
pine (Wollemia nobilis). Francisca Darts received it as a gift in 2008, on the occasion of her
92nd birthday while it was still very small. Eight years later and after much coddling, this
young plant is now a tree about to be planted out into the garden and hopes to take its place
in the historic Darts Hill Garden of Surrey.
For many years the Wollemi pine was kept just south of the grape arbor and spent
the winters in the greenhouse along with other less hardy plants. The past two summers it
thrived in a much larger tub just north of the new tufa alpine garden in a more semi-shaded
protected position. Graham Laine kept it at his home this past winter and Sanne Dryborough
had it in her conservatory the previous winter.

Wollemia nobilis was discovered in 1994 growing
in a small grove in South Wales, Australia. It
was considered to be extinct, a relic of an ancient
genus dating back to the Jurassic period (age of
the dinosaurs!) 65 million years ago. (It is
interesting to note that it is in the
family Araucariaceae and therefore a cousin of
both the monkey puzzle and Norfolk pines that
may be more familiar to us here in North
America.)
Wollemi pine is an amazing survivor, but it is
still critically endangered in the wild due to its
small population and limited range of
cultivation. It thrives in the warm temperate
rain forests of Australia where it grows
upwards of 100 feet tall in the sandstone
gorges. The oldest and largest specimen of the
now conserved wild collection is known
affectionately as ‘King Billy’ who may be as
much as 1000 years old.
(Well, who knows, perhaps our Darts Hill
specimen will someday be known as Billy Boy.)

S PECIAL
Tree:

Family:
Bed:
Nativity:

TREES OF

Picea smithiana
Indian spruce, Morinda spruce,
West Himalayan spruce

Pinaceae
31
Western Himalaya and adjacent
mountains from northeast Afghanistan,
India to central Nepal.
Details: Picea smithiana is a high mountain species,
occurring in the Himalayas. This evergreen tree
grows to 30 m (98ft) by 6 m (19ft) at a slow rate

D ARTS H ILL

Tree:

Cunninghamia lanceolata
China Fir

Family:
Bed:

Cupressaceae
5 and 34

Details: C. lanceolata is a columnar to narrowly conical
evergreen tree to 20m, with furrowed, red-brown bark
and 2-ranked, dark green, needle-shaped leaves,
whitish beneath.

I know I have highlighted this
before but I just like it so much!
Look at all the colours!

Photos by K. Piccott - November 2016

Volunteers at the Meet and Greet

November photos - provided by a number of people who visited the garden.

The Pileated Woodpecker
During the tour of the new woodland garden
beds, the guides heard what was believed to be
the Pileated woodpecker. This photo was
provided by Susan Murray. Nancy Armstrong
has provided a link to an excellent website
entitled ‘All About Birds’.
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Pileated_Woo
dpecker/id

The Pileated Woodpecker is one of the biggest,
most striking forest birds on the continent. It’s
nearly the size of a crow, black with bold white
stripes down the neck and a flaming-red crest.
Look (and listen) for Pileated Woodpeckers
whacking at dead trees and fallen logs in search
of their main prey, carpenter ants, leaving
unique rectangular holes in the wood. The nest
holes these birds make offer crucial shelter to
many species including swifts, owls, ducks,
bats, and pine martens.

Camellia hiemalis ‘Kanjiro’

Cyclamen

Mespilus (medlar)

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership
with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.

Contact: info@dartshill.ca
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City
of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill
Garden Park

