
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: 

February 2016 
51st Edition 

DARTS  H ILL GARDEN  PARK IS  LOCATED  ON  16TH AVE.  AT  170TH STREET,  

SU RREY,  B.C.  

THE DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY TRUST  SOCIETY’S  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WAS HELD ON FEBRUARY 13, 2016.  

 
The following is an brief summary of the meeting, as provided by Susan  Murray: 
 
Outgoing Chair, Nancy Oike, efficiently presided over the business meeting.  Treasurer Kathy Piccott 
presented  the budget for 2016 which was approved by the membership. Chris Velin, Landscape 
Maintenance Coordinator, Parks Operations advised that the search for a Garden Director for Darts 
Hill was well underway.  
 
Elections were held and four Society members, Sue Klapwijk, Susan Murray, Lee-Anne Pitcairn and 
Sanne Dryborough were elected to 3 year positions to the Society’s Board while Willa Downing was 
elected to a 1 year position.   
 
Douglas Justice introduced a selection of scented and colorful plants cut from the garden that morning.  
 
Long time volunteer and outgoing membership chair, Anne Sprung, was recognized for her diligent 
and creative volunteer service to the garden. Garden photo blogger, Scarlet Black, received recognition 
for her outstanding work in photographing and cataloging the changing seasons in Darts Hill; as was 
Ross Williams for his continued support in all volunteer operations, especially the propagation group. 
 
Owen Croy, Manager of Parks, thanked  Nancy Oike for her exemplary work as Board Chair. Well 
done, Nancy!  

Bill Bischoff and his wife Carla, presented a very entertaining talk 
on “The Joys of Growing Cyclamen” after the completion of the 
business agenda. Who knew so many delectable cyclamen species 
are hardy in our area? Who knew that cyclamen seeds  are  avidly  
harvested by ants. Wasps also covet cyclamen seeds for their sweet 
coating.  

www.hardycyclamens.com 

Many thanks to the door prize collection group as the prize table overflowed with garden appropriate 
items. Thanks also to the youth group and others at the Emmanuel Church for event logistics such as 
the AV set up and light lunch.  
 
A cold rain greeted the group of hardy Society members who toured the garden after the meeting but, 
as always, it was a pleasure wandering the garden paths.  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwienObQr47LAhUP0WMKHcn9CcUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hardycyclamens.com/cyclamen-the-plant.html&psig=AFQjCNF6-vwL_UlsVKmpKzxE3J_KVjzHDg&ust=1456333609499015


ALPINE BED 2 - TUFA BED EXPANSION – provided by Pam Yokome 

DARTS HILL GUIDES 2015 UPDATE – by Pam Yokome 

I have a note to 

include a Heritage 

section in the 

newsletter?? 

The Tufa Alpine Bed has been expanded to enclose 

the existing concrete retaining wall, provide many 

more square feet of planting spots and greatly 

improve the view from the garden below.  

 

The beautiful new stone stairway has opened up the 

area containing the Alpine Beds and will draw 

visitors up to see these developing beds. 

 

Another small section of tufa will be added late in 

March to the top of the stairs to help in retaining the 

pathways and increase the visibility from the garden 

below.  

 

A full days work in the sunshine by Alpine Garden 

Club of BC's David Sellars, Paul Krystof and Darts 

Hill volunteers Ross Williams, Graham Laine, Pam 

Yokome, City staff Ken Warren and a gourmet 

luncheon provided by Nancy Armstrong.  

Wander up the steps next time you are in the garden and see the tiny saxifraga in bloom.  



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  HAND-WRITTEN NOTES FROM THE JOURNALS OF ED 
AND FRANCISCA  -  As found, transcribed and provided by Nancy Armstrong 

Hjorth Road Horticultural 
Society, Victoria 22 April 1965 

(FMD 49) 

As noted several times there are a severely limited number of written records left by either 
Francisca or Edwin. Piecing together the story of their lives is not easy nor are there as many of 
their words to share in this column as we all would like to have; however, researching at the 
Surrey Archives, chatting with Francisca’s relatives and gleaning the Darts’ records, photographs 
and artefacts left in the house reveal a rich life story. 

The Darts married in June of 1942, they bought the Surrey property in 

November of 1943 and began clearing it  on weekends readying it  for the 

intended orchard. While Francisca did not quit  her job in Vancouver until  

1952 the house was complete enough for them to move in late in 1947.  

They continued clearing the property, planting and then tending the 

orchard and developing a garden.  The latter  provides the earl iest  example 

of Francisca’s  public garden recognition by her win of the Peace Arch 

Garden Trophy International  in1952.  

Well  known to any who belonged to garden clubs with Francisca were her  

inspirational  “Show  and Tell”  talks drawn from the plant  materials from 

her ever expanding garden. April  1969, a talk given to the White Rock 

Horticultural  Society,  is the f irst  published reference I  found to her 

offering floral advice : Preparation and proper display of  entries  at  the  White  

Rock Spring Flower Show .  But by 1975 the American Rhododendron Society: 

Vancouver Chapter elected her as f irst  woman president  and about this  

t ime she began, at  the beginning of each their  meetings,  her "Show and 

Tell"  of shrubs and herbaceous perennials most from RHS seed and many 

quite unusual and not available .  

Then, in 1960, Francisca joined the Alpine 

Garden Club and in 1965 Edwin won the PNE 

Gold Medal for the “fruits”  from the orchard 

laid out on the 15 ’ display board that Francisca  

had designed. By 1965 Francisca had begun 

judging flower shows and the photo of her 

doing that is  from the Hjorth Road 

Horticultural  Society in Victoria.  

Continued….. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  CONTINUED…. 

However,  it  was not until  the early 1970 ’s  that  Francisca’s  garden passions  

became her predominant  interests.  The photographs with this article tell  

stories that  may be unfamiliar  to many, although we hope that  readers who 

have not yet visited the Museum in the house will  come to see more 

evidence of this woman who heard “a  different  drummer ” .   

I  expect  after  winning 5 r ibbons in 1952, 2 in 

1953 and 12 in 1954 (all  12 by Bonnie Neep) the 

Darts decided it  was t ime to start  a kennel and 

sell  some of these prize winning dogs. One of 

Edwin’s  nephews told me at  the  Celebration of  

Life  that  he remembers  there  being as many as 16 

Shelties  on the  property at  one  t ime.   

 

The photo shows four  of  them in the garden just  

below the  house .  There  is  also a t iny b/w photo of 

Jean ,  Susie  and Jock  dated February 1953.   

 

The two ribbons are from a box of an overall  

total of 136 dating from 1952 to 1960. Most are 

Blue or Firsts  with some from every year during 

this period. 

 

Nineteen fifty-five,  the year that Francisca  

registered DARTSHILL KENNELS with the 

Canadian Kennel Club was the peak year with 

55 r ibbons.  The contests are from a large 

number of  clubs or shows from Vancouver and 

Vancouver Island. Two of her  Shetland 

sheepdogs won Futurity Winner trophies in 

1956 and 1957.  

The photo of Francisca with Bonnie Neep was 

taken at the PNE All Breed Dog Show  on 

September 3,  1954 where the dog won Best 

Canadian Bred Puppy Working .   

Continued….. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  CONTINUED…. 

There is  no reference in any of the records of Shelt ies  after  1960,  although 

there are 28 r ibbons with no dates.  It  is possible  that as the burgeoning 

garden and involvement  with garden related activit ies took more time 

there was less for dogs,  or perhaps it  was another of “Fran’s”  passions that 

took her away? 

As a chartered accountant  and one whom I have told was t ight with a 

penny and certainly detailed pennies  in his  record keeping,  Edwin’s  

documents include itemized expenses for several  of  the dogs. With three 

pages,  the most complete are about Haven Susie  of  Dartshil l ,  born in 1951, 

and I expect  the first  dog they purchased. The meticulous details include 

advertizing costs in 1954 for sell ing pups in the Sun  ($4.62),  Province  

($2.08),  Leader  ($.35) and one I  do not recognize ($.50).The record for 

Bonnie Neep includes the names of the Dam and Sire and such expenditure 

details as shots,  l icense  fees,  show entrance fees,  breeding fee ($50.00 in 

1955!)  and the expenses for hotel,  meals,  etc.  for travel  to the dog show in 

Victoria ($20.20).  There is  a l ist  of 10 dogs which were sold,  prices varying 

$25, $35, $40 and four for $50. One wonders how prices were set? 

Continued….. 

The last  photo is  Lil  Bolton’s  r ink in 

January 1963.  Fran, as she is  always 

referred to in al l  the newspaper  articles  

and Cloverdale  Curling Club 

Scrapbooks,  is on the left .  Her 

involvement  with curling with the 

Cloverdale Ladies Curling Club, so far 

documented from 1961 to 1969,  was not 

l imited to simply being Skip or Third 

in many different  r inks. She was on 

teams that  won trophies  or f inalist  

posit ions in 1963, 1965 and 1967; 

however,  it  is no surprise that dozens 

of cl ippings and other memorabil ia  in 

the club history available at  Surrey 

Archives l ist  her as heading a 

committee or even chair ing an annual 

bonspiel .   

"Fran" (46) on left, playing third 

Lil Bolton Rink 17 Jan 1963 Ladies 
Diamond D Curling 



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  CONTINUED…. 

As Fran is l isted as head of Registration for the 4th Annual Fraser Valley  

Ladies Bonspiel  it  seems extremely unlikely that she only began curling 

in 1961 or even that her associat ion with the group began as late as that  

year.  The FVLS was founded in November 1957. A mystery? When did 

Francisca start  curling and when did she give it  up? 

  

Talking to family,  fr iends and acquaintances of  Francisca I  have her  

identif ied as a keen-eyed soft  ball  pitcher,  a  graceful  and champion skater  

at  the Vancouver Figure Skating Club at the PNE and an outstanding 

tennis player during her early years in Vancouver where the family  

moved to in 1934. Not getting enough exercise moving the earth at Darts?  

I  was also told at  on Open House one day by one of her fellow hiking club 

members during the 1980s, that Francisca was a  t ireless hiker and very 

knowledgeable about the wild flowers and plants encountered. 

Truly, this complex and fascinating woman was a force that we were blessed to have had 

here with us and who has left a legacy for all to continue to enjoy in perpetuity. 

The propagation group will have our Spring Start Up meeting - 10:00 am, Saturday March 5 
at the house. We will catch up, enjoy a light lunch and plan and organize Heron Park and 
Propagation Group activities and schedules.  

See you there! 

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE – by Pam Yokome 

Pieris japonica is also known as ‘Andromeda’ or ‘Lily of the Valley 

shrub’, but most people just know it as Pieris.  Originating from open 

forests in mountainous areas of Japan, Pieris is an evergreen shrub or 

small tree that can grow to four metres.  A member of the heath family 

(Ericaceae) which also includes rhododendrons and azaleas, Pieris prefers 

a sheltered location in well-drained, humous-rich, acidic soil in sun or 

light shade.  Ericaceae plants are easily recognized by their small, urn-

shaped flowers that bloom usually in March and April.  It is an easy-care 

plant that is very hardy in our area. 

One of the loveliest cultivars of Pieris japonica, ‘Valley Valentine’ will be found in Bed 36.  Valley Valentine 

boasts large panicles of dusty-red buds that open to long-lasting pink flowers in early March.  With our early spring 

this year, it is in bloom right now.  Perhaps you will get to see it when you next visit Darts Hill Garden Park. 

PLANT OF THE MONTH – Pieris japonica ‘Valley Valentine’ – provided by Jacqueline Hohmann 



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, ANNE  S PRUNG  –  COORDINATOR   

 
 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY MARCH 20 

11- 3 PM 
 

SATURDAY  STROLLS 
APRIL TO JUNE  

11 - 3 PM 
 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
And plant sale 

SATURDAY APRIL 16 
11- 3 PM 

 
MEMBERS’ DAY 

And plant sale 
SATURDAY MAY 21 

11- 3 PM 
 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
The role of the Membership team will change this year. The past 6 

years has been a learning process for me. I have spent many 

wonderful hours wandering in the garden looking for the mystery 

plants, and finding unusual or spectacular plants to share. I have 

greeted many now familiar faces on wet, cold, warm, hot or icy 

days from the spot behind the membership table. I will continue to 

be involved in the membership team, but it will be led by a group 

of talented and more computer literate members. New ideas are 

always welcome, as are members who would like to spend a 

couple of hours welcoming people to the garden on our open 

days. 
 

The new website and ability to pay with your credit card should 

be a great convenience to our members. You will still get your 

membership card, and guest passes, and free plant card. If you 

wish to renew in the garden, or send in your membership we will 

continue with that for the rest of this year. We are going to move 

to an annual renewal date of February to coincide with the AGM 

to make the process smoother, and easier for members to 

remember when their renewal date is. All memberships for this 

year will end at February 2017. 

UPCOMING  CHANGES  TO MEMBERSHIP 

Please come enjoy Francisca’s garden in the 2016 year, as it grows, changes, blooms, and shows off its 

wonderful treasures. Come join the membership team with Willa, Jane, May, Lee-Anne, Angela, 

Rodney, and Anne. 



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, cont inued…..  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Mystery plant for January 2016 

January’s Members’ Day 

Mystery plant for October 2015 

 
 
The March Member's day has no scheduled tour yet, but the garden is sure to be full of 

fragrance, blossom and new growth yet still have open areas where you can see the lovely 

branching structure of the trees.   This March 15th would have been Francisca's 100th 

birthday.    

Come enjoy the garden and wish Francisca a happy century. I am sure there will be a cake in 

the house, probably chocolate! 

January 17th was a wet cool day in the garden. Nancy Oike  led a tour to count blossoms in the 

garden. There were blossoms on the: Hamamelis, Mahonia, Camelia, Helleborus,  Viburnum, 

Jasminum nudiflorum, Pieris, Sarcococca, Lonicera, Cyclamen, Erica and the Grevillea victoriae. 

 

I am not sure how many blossoms the group counted, or if they just counted blossoming 

plants. There certainly were lots to see and smell, including the winter blooming honeysuckle 

behind the meet and greet table.  

 

The house was cozy, and as usual had a warm welcome from Nancy Armstrong, and a pot of 

coffee, tea or other hot beverages for those who wanted to thaw out after their wander in the 

garden.  

 

We had a donation of some wonderful Denman Island Chocolate, and the first 7 people into 

the garden had the opportunity to enjoy a chocolate. One member mentioned that the 

chocolate was the reason she came to the garden earlier than she normally would. 

Now I  know the secret of getting people into the garden, give them chocolate!  

I am a shrub native to the South Eastern part of New South Wales in Australia. I belong to an 

ancient group of evergreen plants. I have dramatic, exotic looking clusters of bright orange 

pendulous flowers. My leaves have a grey tinge from the fine coating of hair the helps 

moderate the climate.  

I don’t like rich organic soil. My flowers provide a rich nectar 

for hummingbirds in the garden. In Australia there are 

numerous nectar loving birds that feed from my blossoms. 

There are 2 plants in bloom in the garden today, can you find 

one? 

 

The Mystery plant was the Grevillea victoriae. 

March Members’ Day 



The Volunteer Grove and its first inductee, Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ 

 

The Volunteer Grove is a new bed located on the south side of the pathway as you enter into the garden 

from the parking lot. The first new tree planted in this area is a Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ 

to thank outgoing Chair Nancy Oike for her service to the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society.  

Other volunteer appreciation trees honoring previous DHGCTS chairs will be planted in the Volunteer 

Grove too. This is a direct result of the new language approved by the City of Surrey in the September 

2015 revision of the Darts Hill Garden Park Policy which states in Section 6 Gifts: Article 1c that, “As the 

garden provides a testiment and remembrance to Edwin and Francisca Darts, it is not appropriate to 

have markers with other person’s names located within the historic garden.” 

 

Policy changes aside, let us look a little closer at Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’. This hybrid 

species pollen parent is H. japonica while the second parent is H. chinensis. It was a chance hybrid which 

occurred in the Arnold Arboretum due to the close proximity of the two parent species and the busy 

activity of pollinating bees. The original plant, if it still lives would be 87 years old, and growing at the 

corner of the Arnold Arboretum administration building! After 50 years, the original Hamamelis x 

intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ was 6 meters by 6 meters wide with a beautiful wide spreading  vase shape. 

The flowers are bountiful; from a distance they create a puffy cloud of pale bloom similar to the floral 

appearance of Cornus mas (Cornelian cherry). Up close the four strap shape petals are primrose yellow, 

with a fresh astringent scent. A rose calyx of four sepals sets the flowers off nicely. On very cold winter 

days the petals curl up like a spring and recoil when the air temperature warms.  Blooming time in 

Metro Vancouver is late January to early March. Fall color is usually a pleasant yellow.  The foliage 

abscises cleanly thus avoiding  the withered leaves which persist and mar the floral effect of its Chinese 

parent. 

VOLUNTEER GROVE - A NEW BED IN THE GARDEN Provided by Susan Murray 

Photos from 
www.flickr.com 

There are currently 4 species and seven cultivars of 

Hamamelis in Darts Hill Garden Park. Hamamelis x 

intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ is a welcome addition to the 

garden and a fitting tribute to an exemplary volunteer, 

Nancy Oike. 

Sources: 

City of Surrey, Parks, Recreation and Culture Department. 

"Darts Hill Garden Park Policy." City of Surrey, September 

2015. 

 

Dirr, Michael A. Manual of Woody Landscape Plants. 

Champaign, Ill: Stipes Publishing, 1998. 

Weaver, Richard E. "Hamamelis 'Arnold Promise'." Arnoldia 

41(1) (1981): 30-33. 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN56Ll9IzLAhUT9mMKHQ45DLsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/kingsbraegarden/2387749968&psig=AFQjCNFGW1ei7VGXX-44iAaJCthiZ0HwbQ&ust=1456283312710503


ree 

Chris Velin, Superintendent of Landscape Operations for the City of Surrey, provided an Operations 

update at the Annual General Meeting.  The following are notes taken by Kathy Piccott. 

  

Pond project  has been finalized with the last of the plantings.  Labels are being printed by the DHG 

Labelling Committee from the inventory of plant material purchased. 

 

Braces for the heritage walnut were installed last Spring, left in the open air unprotected, then a patina 

was added to create a blended appearance.  Mulch  has been added around the base, providing security 

for the braces, air for the roots.  The path from the stairwell was re-routed. 

 

March  of 2015 saw two new full-time gardeners come on board, Ken and Brian.  Ken has worked for 

the City for 4 years, with past experience in Japanese botanical gardens.  Brian joins the garden with 

lots of energy and enthusiasm and has made many positive maintenance and landscape improvements. 

  

Three new large compost bins were built on the north property.  Using the city’s small equipment 

vehicle, Brian turns the material into composted mulch for sustainable re-use within the garden. 

City staff have been busy creating hard landscaping 

materials within the garden. The Contractor who installed 

the pond, Hayato  Ogawa, was hired to replace the 

wooden wall at the meet and greet area,.  Next time you 

are in this area, look at the wall closely.  Hayato hand 

chiselled the larger upright stones to create the  perfect 

wall. August saw the replacement of more wooden 

garden edging with basalt stone walls along beds 10 and 

27 (110’ of stone wall).   

 

A new stairwell, leading through bed 10, to the Tufa 

Garden has also been installed.  A small stone bench has 

been set up within this stairwell to replace a deteriorated 

bench in one of Francisca’s favorite viewing spots. 

2016 – The City is in the final stages of recruiting a 

garden director, and will continue working in the areas 

of overgrown plant materials, ensuring the rare and 

unusual are showcased.  Staff and Society volunteers 

have been meeting  to update the plant inventory and 

continue with the creation of labels by bed. 

CITY OPERATIONS 

Photos provided 
by Chris Velin 



SPECIAL TREES OF DARTS HILL 
Tree: Magnolia acuminata 
 cucumbertree, cucumber magnolia  
Family:  Magnoliaceae 
Bed: 15B 
Range:    North America 
Note:     Planted in 1976 (Tufer Nursery $12).  Rare 

Tree: Toona sinensis ‘Flamingo’ 
 Chinese cedar ‘Flamingo’,  
Family:  Meliaceae 
Bed: 35 

Details: 'Flamingo' is a selection of this 

deciduous species with bright salmon-pink 

spring foliage, paling to creamy-yellow then to 

rich green in summer. Old bark peels off in long 

strips. Flowers are whitish, borne in dense, 

drooping panicles in midsummer, fragrant. 

Fruits are winged capsules. All parts of the tree 

are aromatic, and flowers are attractive to 

insects. (www.rhs.org.uk) 

Magnolia acuminata, commonly known as 

cucumber tree, is native to eastern North 

America, reaching its largest size in the southern 

Appalachian Mountains. 
Http://hort.ufl.edu 

Flower 

characteristics: 

Yellow, pleasant 

fragrance; 

inconspicuous and 

not showy; spring 

flowering 



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership 

with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park. 

Contact:  info@dartshill.ca 

Heritage Trees 

Donations to the Darts Hill Garden Society’s Annual General Meeting. 
 
We were very fortunate this year as many of the businesses we asked donated, and 
several individuals also donated prizes for our AGM.  If you were one of the fortunate 
who picked up one of the 45 prizes at the AGM, please let the donor know how you 
appreciated their donated items. 
 
• Surrey Parks Recreation & Culture donated 12 assorted gardening tools. 
• City of Surrey Partners in Parks donated 4 recyclable bags with related gardening 

items. 
• Hunters Nurseries donated a beautiful Helleborus, a $25 gift certificate, and 50 free 

Dahlia bulb coupons. 
• Home Depot donated a $50 gift certificate. 
• West Coast Nurseries donated a beautiful planter. 
• Kwantlen Horticultural School donated a $50 gift certificate for their Spring plant 

sale. 
• Bill Bischoff donated a flat of 12 plants. 
• Sue Klapwijk donated 5 Azaleas. 
• UBC botanical garden donated a book. 
• Mr. Justice donated a book. 
• Scarlett Black donated 2 packages of photographic cards. 
• Donna Steeves donated 2 packages of photographic cards. 

 
The tickets for door prizes were one per membership, and most people who attended the 
AGM went home carrying a wonderful gift. Those who renewed their memberships 
received a Primula or a free plant card, and many picked up one of the free Dahlia bulb 
coupons.  
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted in obtaining the prizes, and thank you to all 
who donated. 
 
Anne Sprung 


