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Message from the Chair: NANCY OIKE
IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING
MEMBERS' DAYS FOR 2015
Dear Darts Hill Members:
Over the past couple of years, the Darts Hill Board has
endeavoured to fulfill its mandate of making the garden more
available to the community by increasing public openings. The
Garden held just two open houses per year prior to 2007 and four
open houses per year prior to 2013. But in 2013 and 2014, with
the introduction of our Saturday Strolls, we increased our public openings to 19 per year. We
are pleased that we can now advertise that the Garden is open every Saturday during the peak
months of April, May, June, and September.
The downside, though, is that our volunteer numbers have not increased at the same rate as
our open days, resulting in an untenable workload for our volunteers. Our small crew of meet
and greeters and Board members staffed the Garden's welcome desk for 29 days this past year
(including 10 Members' Days).
After much consideration, we have decided on a three-part solution to this workload problem:
1. We will supplement our volunteers with a hired City staff person on open days;
2. We will strive to increase our volunteer numbers through a planned recruitment
campaign in 2015; and
3. We will combine Members' Days with the Saturday Strolls during April, May, June, and
September. This means that Members' Days will be scheduled on Saturdays, rather than
Sundays, during those four months.
We hope that this change will be acceptable to all of our members and that you'll enjoy coming
to the Garden during our more frequent openings.

Cont’d…..

Message from the Chair, cont’d…..
We've noticed this past year that many of our members have been coming on Saturdays,
and our Sunday Members' Day attendance has been quite low. We'll continue to provide
member services and some special activities on the designated Saturday Members' Days
and to send updates and reminders.

Next summer, we'll also schedule two evening events - the City of Surrey's popular Sounds
of Summer and a return of Arts at Darts, tentatively scheduled on the evening of June 20.
Please see page 3 for the entire 2015 schedule.
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please contact me by e-mail at
.
We appreciate the support that you, as members, have given over the years. On behalf of
the Board, I wish you a very happy holiday season.
Sincerely,
Nancy Oike

Notice of
Darts Hill Conservancy Trust Society

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, February 7, 2015, 11:00 to 12:30
Emmanuel Evangelical Church, 17029 16th Avenue, Surrey, BC
Lunch and Tour of the Garden to follow the Meeting
Come early - The coffee will be on!
The meeting will feature
Updates on Society Activities and Garden Developments
Special Life Member Award and Volunteer Awards
Featured speaker, Douglas Justice*
Fabulous Prize Draw
Light Lunch, Prepared by Volunteers from Emmanuel Covenant Church
*Douglas Justice will speak on Ornamental Cherry Trees - a timely topic, as the earliest blooms of these lovely
trees will start emerging just around the time of our meeting. Douglas is the author of Ornamental Cherries in
Vancouver and Technical Director of the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival.
Most of our members will also know that Douglas has had a long-time relationship with Darts Hill through his
friendship with Francisca Darts. He was the founding Chair of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
and has been a member of the Board for most of its existence. Douglas is the Associate Director, Horticulture and
Collections, at UBC Botanical Garden.

Please encourage your friends and family to become members and join us at this event.

PROPAGATION GROUP Update
The propagation group has begun their usual
winter hibernation, or at least our plants have.
Everything is all snug in their plunge beds and
some of the more tender plants even have
winter blankets or umbrellas for protection.
Special thanks to Ross Williams for the
construction projects and water shutoffs and
Sanne Dryborough for her weeks of work
getting the plunge beds organized and
mulched (with the help of many of our
regular hard working volunteers) and the
plant signs organized.
See you all in the Spring.
Pam Yokome

ALPINE BEDS - Funding Award from
the North American Rock Garden Society
Darts Hill Society applied for and was awarded funding from the North American Rock
Garden Society (NARGS) to support our Alpine Rock Gardens construction and planting.
The Norman Singer Endowment Fund provides one-time funding for projects that advance
the art and science of rock gardening. The Darts Hill submission was one of two proposals
approved for funding at the NARGS Annual Meeting held in August in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. The other selected proposal was from the Yampa River Botanic Park in Colorado.
Each of the selected projects will receive $1,480 U.S.
A condition of the award is to provide photographs
and descriptions of our project that will be
published in the NARGS Quarterly. This magazine
is distributed to NARGS world wide members, great
publicity for Darts Hill Garden Park. Francisca Darts
was a long time member of NARGS and there are
many years of their Quarterly in her library.
The Darts Hill Society wishes to thank Pamela Yokome
for her initiative in applying for and securing this award
for the Garden.

FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT EVENT – OCTOBER 2014:
With the weather co-operating, the City, working with the Society, organized an event in which
the final legacy from Edwin & Francisca was presented. At their bequest, a $4,000,000
endowment has now been established to sustain Darts Hill Garden Park in perpetuity. The
endowment has been designated as part of the late Francisca’s estate. Darts Hill Garden Park was
created in 1994 when it was gifted to the City of Surrey to maintain as a centre for preservation,
enhancement, and development of horticultural specimens.
“Darts Hill Garden was a wonderful and generous gift from Francisca Darts to the residents of Surrey,
and because of this endowment, the garden will continue to grow and flourish for the enjoyment of
generations to come,” said City of Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts.
“This garden is a jewel in South Surrey thanks to the
generosity of the Darts, and it is sustained with the help of
many volunteers and community members,” said Councillor
Linda Hepner, Chair of the Parks, Recreation and Sport
Tourism Committee. “I want to take this opportunity to thank
those volunteers – guides, gardeners, and most notably, Darts
Hill Garden Society, for their ongoing commitment to
sustaining the garden, and embracing Francisca Darts’ vision.”
The ‘Darts Hill Garden Park Endowment Fund’ will be
managed by SurreyCares (formerly known as the Surrey
Foundation). The City of Surrey will use interest
generated from the Fund to support the on-going care
and enhancement of the garden.

FROM THE ARCHIVES: HAND-WRITTEN NOTES FROM THE
AND FRANCISCA - As found, transcribed and provided by Nancy Armstrong

JOURNALS OF

ED

Francisca’s notes include frequent references to intending to keep a regular
record of her gardening. Would it were so! As I have mentioned before,
she was clearly too busy actually doing to find the time to write
consistently about what she had done. The notes from 1969 start and end
with DECEMBER!
The records from the winter months confirm that when outside work was
possible it was welcome, but inside was still mostly about the garden with
poring over catalogues and seed lists for new orders and overseeing her
germinating seeds. The many arrivals of seed lists mentioned in January are from the large
number of organizations Francisca joined perhaps primarily, from her own admission, for the
“free” seeds they provided. Do take note of the ever present concern for proper Latin names
and detailed record keeping of sources and media.
The * included in the following notes indicates “footnotes” I have included most of which
would have been known by Francisca. Where the type is bold, she had underlined those words
in red. A reminder that she was 52 when these notes were written and Darts Hill had been
under development for only 23 years.

FOOTNOTES:
Rauhuia, New Zealand linen flax, is a compact, short-lived woody perennial
that is valued for sand dune restoration projects and also rock gardens and
cottage-style garden borders. It rarely grows taller than 50cm (1.5ft) and has
attractive white flowers in spring and summer.

Carmichaelia monroi is a rare very low growing leafless shrub
consisting of erect flattened yellow-green branches with a blunt
orange or red tip. Branches 3-5mm wide, grooved, blunt-tipped.
Flowers pea-like, pink with dark purple centre, base hairy, in clusters.
Fruit a dry pod with hard seeds and which do not split open.

ARGS, American Rock Garden Society, is now NARGS having added North to the name of the group.

FROM THE ARCHIVES – footnotes continued....
Zonolite was something new to me and decided I should check it out. Quite
surprised to find in a long article that it was know from the early 1970s that
there was some asbestos in Zonolite, but by all safety standards it was a very
small quantitycompared to the total volume of the insulation. It was only later
that it was discovered that when long sitting Zonolite is moved around, the
small asbestos fibres become airborne and that airborne concentration of
asbestos exceeds the safety norms and becomes a health hazard. Wonder where
Francisca got the formula for using this as a seed mixture? For how many years
did she use it?
Jack Drake was the owner of Inshriach Nursery in Scotland. After his death the business was carried on
with the name “Jack Drake’s Nursery” and the annual seed catalogue of about 2,000 continued to be
issued. Francisca was a member of the Scottish Rock Garden Club for many years and had regular
correspondence with the woman who ran the Seed Exchange. The nursery still does business at its
original location in the Highlands. There is a lovely article about the nursery and Jack Drake at

Nerine bowdenii, Bowden Cornish lily, are summer-dormant,
perennial bulbs with erect leafless stems each bearing a
terminal umbel of funnel-shaped flowers in autumn, and
strap-shaped or linear leaves appearing after the flowers.

Daniel Lloyd was a well-known and highly respected antiquarian book dealer in London, England.
Francisca was a voracious reader and book collector and one of his regular clients. A very informative
interview with Sheila Markham, another antiquarian book dealer, in 1994 about him, the collecting of
rare horticultural books and his international sales can be found at

Phyllyrea decora from the Caucasus is now usually treated in the
genus Osmanthus as Osmanthus decorus. Excellent, evergreen
olive relation, with small and delicious, fragrant spring flowers
covering the plant in early spring. A handsome shrub year
round with its long, narrow, leathery leaves and rounded form,
to 6-8' tall and a bit wider; its habit is neat and tidy just as the
name would imply.

POND PROJECT - UPDATE
I was going to approach someone to write about the pond renovation but came across a photo
gallery of the process. I hope you enjoy the changes, as they happen. Stay tuned for the final
newly renovated pond in 2015!

Photo from Scarlett’s blog

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

A N N E S P R U N G – C O O R D IN AT O R

M E M B E R S H IP @ D A R TS H I L L . C A

UPCOMING SCHEDULE
MEMBERS’ DAY
SUNDAY JAN 18
11 – 3 PM

DID YOU KNOW? Darts Hill Garden Society
is a member of the British Columbia Council of
Garden Clubs. We have recently started to post
their newsletters online for our members. The
November/December issue is now online. Go to

AGM
SATURDAY, FEB 7
11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY
SUNDAY MAR 15
11- 3 PM

LOST AND FOUND. Recently Anne had a few items
go missing from her garden bag at the membership
table. Keep you eyes out for a 7” black electronic tablet
and small wallet next time you are visiting the garden.

Christmas is fast approaching and
wouldn’t a membership be a nice
gift for your garden-loving friends
and family?

THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING
TO SEE AT DARTS HILL!

Contact Anne to arrange a gift
certificate.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

c o n t in u e d …..

Mystery plant for October 2014
I am a 3-4 meter tall multi stemmed tree with tan bark that looks papery and exfoliates. My dark green
leaves have deep grooves. I have clusters of small white fragrant flowers and bright red calyces loved by
bees and hummingbirds. Located in 9 spots in China in 1907 and considered at risk for habitat loss, and
under protection in China. Now grown as an ornamental tree all over the world. My name refers to the
number of flowers usually found on a head. Common name is Seven-son Flower. I am Heptacodium
miconioides, or H. jasminoides.
October’s Members’ day tour - a pumpkin hunt with
7 orange pumpkins showing off some spectacular
plants in the garden. These 7 plants included: the
leafs from Euonymus, the Magnolia zenii’s bright red
seed pods, the ironwood tree leaves, the mass of
chestnut seeds on the ground, the bright red of the
Heptacodium calyces, the white blossoms of the
Saxifraga , and an alpine blossom. The Sorbus alnifolia
had wonderful red berries.
Mystery plant for November 2014
A 5 foot tall sheltered shrub by the propagation area has skinny green
leaves and bright scarlet 2 inch flowers. The flowers are petal-less, but are
clusters of calyx tubes with long styles. They are from the southern
hemisphere, their common name is Toothbrush Plant. I am Grevillea
victoriae.
November’s Members’ day tour - Hunt for Mushrooms - led by Celeste Paley, ISA Certified Arborist,
turned out to be quite successful. The day was bright but a bit cold, which negatively affects the
proliferation of fruiting fungi. Saying that, tour participants did find the following:
1. Xylaria hypoxylon--Matchsticks/burnt staghorn
2. Chlorophyllum olivieri--Shaggy Parasol
3. Hygrocybe conica--Blackening Waxy Cap
4. Stereum versicolor--Turkeytail
5. Trametes mesenterica--False Turkeytail
6. Fomitopsis conifericola--Conifer Shelf
7. Mycena species--Mycena
8. Calocera viscosa--Orange Jelly Staghorn
9. Anisogramma anomala --Eastern Filbert Blight
10. Necktria canker
11. Clitocybe fragrans--Anise Clitocybe
12. Lactarius species--Milkycaps
13. Hypholoma fasciculaire

Photo by Jane Robinson

Anne Sprung, a physiotherapist by profession, with a combined
Physiotherapist and Occupational Therapist degree, first learned
about our garden when one of her colleagues returned from a
home visit with Francisca and talked about the garden. The
following week it was Anne’s turn to visit Francisca. Her task was
to help strengthen her legs. Anne was very impressed by this
amazing lady and her garden. That was 2007.
Anne had a big garden and wanted to learn more about some of
the plants at Darts Hill. She joined the propagation group and
she learned lots. She learned by helping pot up plants, by asking
questions from our knowledgeable volunteers Nancy, Sanne, Pam, Sharon, Ross, Marie, and all the
others who were helping out at the time. She also bought lots of plants to grow in her own garden.
Nancy Armstrong asked if she would be interested in joining the Board in 2009 and Anne respectfully
declined, but had a change of heart as she was convinced it would not take much of her time. Once
elected to the Board, she took on the role of Membership and was handed the backup material needed.
Learning as she went, Anne has made some positive changes including the ability for members to renew
on a visit to the garden. And she helped organise the free plants for members on renewal - as a result of
conversations with the propagation team.
Her time wandering through the garden before members’ day to find the unique mystery plants or for
items for speciality tours is a great pleasure to Anne. Coming up with the clue includes identifying the
plant, looking up its history and making up a short description. With so much catching her eye she
sometimes finds 5 or 6 plants and must pick one of interest or for being unusual.
Organising the special tours has led her to meet lots of wonderful, knowledgeable people. She is always
keen to hear about members’ interests or if they know of a person with special knowledge who could
share their time and expertise on members day.
Anne also has a part in finding donations for the AGM, setting up photo contests including finding the
judges, fun leprechaun hunts, butterfly releases for elementary school classes, providing membership
information for this newsletter and sending reminders of expired memberships. Although she claims to
be just a friendly face when people come to the garden she is an invaluable asset to our Society. She does
get some help from many sources including tour leaders, a ‘meet & greet’ team and from volunteers such
as Pam Yokome who created the ancient trees tour.
One of her comments to me was: ‘I enjoy getting into the garden almost every month, there is always
something new to see, or look for, like the Schisandra vine. I'm not good with spelling the Latin names,
but I am getting better at recognizing some plants.’ Anne still plans on taking the master gardener course
but that could be a retirement project.
We are looking for help with MEMBERSHIP. Anne has one year left of her two terms on the Board. If
anyone is interested in being part of this team, or volunteering in a small way, please contact either Anne
or Society Chair Nancy Oike. Contact information is listed on the last page of this newsletter.
I’ve made a good friend by knowing Anne and I know we will always be connected through Darts Hill
Garden.
Kathy Piccott

GYPSY MOTHS ARE BACK IN SURREY
Submitted by Mary Dunn with input from Owen Croy, Manager of Parks
The European Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar) has been found in the
Cloverdale area by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. In 2013, three
pheromone traps were found to contain one moth, and this summer,
traps in the area from Sullivan Station to the Cloverdale Fairgrounds,
and from South Fleetwood to the agricultural lowlands captured
hundreds of male moths. Most of the egg masses were found on street
trees on 64th Avenue (between 168th and 176th).

Lymantria dispar is known to feed on more than 300 different shrubs,
deciduous trees, and fruit trees, causing defoliation, and is a nuisance
because of the many caterpillars, whose fine hairs can cause dermatitis
in some people. It is important economically, as previous outbreaks
caused the U.S. to threaten to block shipment of trees and plants from
B.C. nurseries without inspection certificates, and trade restrictions
could be imposed again.
The Federal Government will do more ground searches this winter for
egg masses, and the Province of B.C. will do aerial and ground
spraying of the biological insecticide Btk (Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki)
in the spring of 2015. The pest is often spread by people travelling from
an infested area, bringing egg masses that have been laid on vehicles,
boats, etc.
We can do our part by watching for egg masses, and reporting them to
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) at 604-666-2408. For
further information on where to find egg masses, good pictures of
larvae, pupae, adults, and egg masses, here are two websites:

What
You Can Do to Prevent the Establishment of Gypsy Moth.
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
Gypsy Moth Homepage

Mary Dunn, Master Gardener

DARTS HILL GARDEN AFFECTED BY EASTERN FILBERT BLIGHT
AS PROVIDED BY NANCY OIKE

Eastern Filbert Blight (EFB) is a fungal disease that has
been threatening the hazelnut industry in the Fraser
Valley since the early 2000s; it is now firmly established
in southern B.C. It can be recognized in late summer
by the presence of branch dieback and in late winter, by
dark brown or black cankers usually found high up in
the canopy. It usually leads to the death of the tree.
EFB has been present in Oregon since the 1970s, and much
research has been done there on its management and

control. However, as with all complex problems, there is no
easy solution. Aggressive pruning is recommended, taking
out two to three feet of branch below the site of infection.

Spray programs are a possibility in commercial orchards, but it is difficult to give adequate
protection through spraying. Four applications early in the growing season are required, and it
is necessary to get full coverage of all new growth - very difficult or impossible on mature trees.
Removing the trees and replacing them with blight-resistant cultivars is considered the best longterm solution, although there is no guarantee that new strains of the disease won't eventually
infect even the resistant varieties.

Unfortunately, this disease is making its presence
known at Darts Hill.

It is a likely cause of the

demise two years ago of

Corylus Avellana

'Contorta', the wonderful old heritage Corkscrew
Hazel, which was a focal point in Bed 25.

EASTERN FILBERT BLIGHT, continued....
This disease is now threatening the Garden's beloved hazelnut allee, an iconic and much
photographed landmark at Darts Hill. The hazelnut allee is an important part of the garden's
history, being among the earliest plantings in the 1940s when Edwin and Francisca Darts
started the Garden as a fruit and nut orchard.

The presence of this disease in the Garden's
hazelnut

trees

was

first

observed

and

identified a couple of years ago. Since then,
Alan Cheung, Darts Hill's head gardener, has
been monitoring the situation and pruning
out the diseased and dead branches, carefully
disposing of them off-site.
But the die-back continues because it is virtually impossible to eliminate all of the fungal
spores, which then re-infect the tree. It is now the City's recommendation that the hazelnut
trees be removed from the Garden. Regretfully, the Board supports that recommendation and
has begun discussion on how the site will be renewed.

It may be comforting to know that, at close 70
years old, the Darts Hill hazelnut trees have lived
a long and healthy life and are now close to the
end of their normal natural life span, estimated at
60 to 75 years or less.

We welcome your comments and suggestions for replacement of the hazlenut allee. Please
send your comments by e-mail to nancyoike@gmail.com.
Sources:
British

Columbia

Ministry

of

Agriculture.

"Eastern

Filbert

Blight,"

updated

March

http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/filbertblight.htm
Nature Tech Nursery. "Hazelnut Trees & More" http://www.naturetechnursery.com/eastern-filbert-blight.
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Tree:

Hamamelis mollis
Chinese witch hazel,
Family: Hamamelidaceae
Bed:
25

Tree:

Note: Commonly grown, this one was planted in
the 50’s. There is another in bed 7.

Note: Relatively uncommon. This is a large tree,
70 ft tall, largest spruce in the garden; planted in
1957; covered in wisteria (bought from Hyland
Barnes Nursery for $5.00)

H. mollis is a large deciduous shrub with broad,
oval leaves turning yellow in winter, and
strongly fragrant, bright golden-yellow flowers
in late winter. www.rhs.org.uk

Picea orientalis
Oriental spruce,
Family: Pinaceae
Bed:
22

P. Orientalis is an evergreen conifer making a
large tree of dense conical habit. Shining green,
needle-like leaves are 6-10 mm in length. Cones
to 8cm in length, purple. www.rhs.org.uk

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN THE UPCOMING MONTHS!
Photos by Scarlett Black.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

We would like to remind all photographers of the sensitivity of the plant
materials and request that you do not tread in the garden beds.

CALLING ALL
PHOTOGRAPHERS!
Kathy Piccott, our newsletter
editor, welcomes members to
submit
photographs
and
articles for The Oracle.
Please send your submissions
to
newsletter@dartshill.ca
Please understand that the
editor reserves the right to
select and edit documents
submitted.

Ampelopsis brevipedunculata

Fagus sylvatica 'Dawyck',
Common Name: Dawyck
Beech. Found in Bed 16a

Photos by Jane Robinson

Weather Alert It may be necessary to close the Garden due to hazardous conditions,
such as high winds, icy conditions, and torrential rain causing flooding. Notices of
Closure will be posted at the Garden and online at

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership
with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Editor of The Oracle:
Propagation:

chair@dartshill.ca
membership@dartshill.ca
tours@dartshill.ca
newsletter@dartshill.ca
propagation@dartshill.ca

