DECEMBER 2013
42st Edition

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: Nancy Oike
THE YEAR 2013 IN REVIEW
On behalf of the Board, I'd like to wish all our
members a healthy and happy Christmas and
holiday season.
The past year has been an eventful one at Darts
Hill, starting with the Celebration of Life for
Francisca Darts. Thanks to City gardeners, led
by Alan Cheung, the garden appeared at its best,
and many old friends of Francisca came together
to share their memories and say goodbye.

2013 saw the introduction of Saturday Strolls - for the first time, providing the public with a
schedule of regular openings - every Saturday from 11 to 3 during the peak months of April,
May, June and September. Our four special Open Houses continued to welcome old and new
visitors to the garden; and two successful evening events attracted large followings - the sixth
annual Arts at Darts and the second year of the City of Surrey's free concert series, Sounds of
Summer.

Arts at Darts

Sounds of Summer

The City of Surrey staff, assisted by a group of guide volunteers, produced a series of
interpretive historical signs, enriching the experience of visitors to the garden. This group is
working on a second series, showcasing some of the outstanding trees in the garden. Our
Guides have also provided tours for groups visiting the garden, although fewer in numbers
this year. And they have been out regularly to interact with guests on members' days, open
houses, and special events.
The Propagation group continues to propagate plants for sale and for backup and preservation
of many of the rare plants in the garden. They have raised over $6500 for the garden this year;
and they continue to raise public awareness of Darts Hill through work on their bed at Heron
Park. This group has also recently established contact with the Sunshine Coast Botanical
Garden, offering to provide their knowledge and plant material to this developing new garden.
We look forward to forming a close relationship with the SCBG.

The Meet and Greet and Membership Team worked especially hard this year welcoming
guests during our expanded open hours as well as recruiting new members, renewing
memberships, and continuing to provide services to our valued members.
We have been privileged to have the involvement of
the Alpine Garden Club of B.C. and the South
Surrey Garden Club. The Alpine Garden Club has
built and prepared its second bed in the garden in
readiness for planting next spring. The South
Surrey Garden Club provided an astonishing
number of volunteers who came out regularly to
weed and mulch their adopted Bed 26 and then
spilled over to adjacent beds.
Continued…..

South Surrey Garden Club volunteers

A number of initiatives over the past couple of months
have contributed to the objective of raising awareness of
Darts Hill Garden Park. Darts Hill Facebook and Twitter
pages have been established, and Darts Hill has also
been featured on the City's Facebook page. A new photo
blog has come on-line, featuring lovely artistic photos of
the garden.
In addition, Darts Hill will have a display at the White Rock Museum from January 14 until
the end of March 2014. You'll find brief features on all of these initiatives throughout this
newsletter.
Next year, you can look forward to seeing more labelling in the garden, as the Society and the
City of Surrey have agreed to jointly purchase a label maker to be located at Darts Hill, making
it easier for City staff and volunteers to catch up and keep up with labelling. You can also look
forward to seeing a brand new map to help visitors find their way in the garden, and a lovely
pond renovation that we hope will begin at the end of the summer. Stay tuned, too, for an
announcement of a new fund-raising event in the garden next summer.
All of this work has been done by our committed teams of volunteers, assisted and supported
by the City of Surrey's Partners in Parks. We are very grateful to all and encourage all members
to become involved in a large or small way as we continue to develop the garden in the
memory of Francisca and Edwin Darts.
Please see our notice of the upcoming AGM on
February 8, 2014; I look forward to seeing you all there.

Nancy Oike

SSGC Volunteers

KEEP UP WITH DARTS HILL ONLINE
As provided by Linda Stanley Wilson

This fall, the Darts Hill Garden elves have
been busy with another new project-launching our social media outlets! We've
been busy developing even more ways for
you to stay in touch with what's going on
at Darts Hill. In addition to our regularly
updated website, we recently launched a
Facebook page, Twitter account, YouTube
channel and a blog (see separate article).
Social media is a great way for everyone to
share inspiring photos, videos, work party
news, and updates on projects in the
garden.
Over the coming months, watch as we add both current and historical
photos to our online albums and additional video to our YouTube
Channel.
As a member, you can visit Darts Hill Garden regularly throughout the
year on our open dates, but you may not know about our volunteer
opportunities, which offer you extended times to be in the garden.
Check out our Facebook page to find out about work session dates and
to see our happy and busy volunteers in action.
Tell your friends about Darts Hill Garden, and even if they live in another country, they can still
"visit us" at our Facebook page. Our expanding photo collection paints a vivid picture of the
garden throughout the seasons.
In early Spring, watch our Twitter feed come alive with news about open dates, upcoming
plants sales, the Environmental Extravaganza and more. Following us on Twitter is a perfect
way to stay up-to-date with our open dates!
Don't worry, we'll still keep you informed via our regular monthly email update and quarterly
edition of The Oracle - each of our outlets has a place in the Darts Hill family news sources!
We're hoping that by giving you and the public more access to Darts Hill information, you'll
never miss out on what's happening AND you'll have an easy way to share the news with your
friends and family.
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden
Twitter Feed: twitter.com/DartsHillGarden
Blog: dartshillgarden.wordpress.com
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/DartsHill
Darts Hill Garden Website: www.dartshill.ca

ANOTHER ALPINE GARDEN BED AT DARTS HILL
An update by Pam Yokome
Construction of the second phase of the new Alpine Beds at Darts Hill is well under way. It all
started in June with the arrival of an 80' truck delivery of tons of tufa from Rocky Mountain
Tufa in Brisco B.C. With the invaluable assistance of City of Surrey staff the truck was
unloaded and Darts Hill portion was moved up the hill to await the construction phase
(Thank you Alan and Brian).

Our Alpine specialists, David Sellars and Paul Krystof decided on and designed a stratified
style crevice rock garden. In September the construction crew of David, Paul, Ross Williams,
Jim Thirkell, Nathan Gurvich and Stephan Kropf worked very hard hauling sand and tufa
and then building our own mountainside at Darts Hill. With a little more elevation added on
a second day of work the bed has been left to settle for the winter.

While we wait many plants are being cared for, divided, seeded and plant lists poured over in
anticipation of Spring planting of the bed. Keep an eye of the progress of the Alpine Beds up
the hill just south of the House and Greenhouse.
Thank-you to the Alpine Garden Club of BC and our terrific volunteers for this wonderful
addition to Darts Hill.

DARTS HILL GARDEN TO BE ON EXHIBIT
AT WHITE ROCK MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
Science As Art: Botanical Illustration of Canadian Fruit Tree Varieties
Provided by Nancy Armstrong

Starting out the new year
2014, from January 14th to
the end of March, there will
be a travelling exhibit from
the
Kelowna
Museum
installed at the White Rock
Museum.
This
exhibit
features
water
colour
paintings of fruit trees by
Kelowna artist and naturalist
Joanne
Beaulieu.
Plant
breeding began in Canada in
the 1880s at which time 5
experimental farms were set
up including one in Agazzi,
British Columbia. Beaulieu’s
paintings are of 10 fruit plant
breeding success stories from
Canadian research stations
located in British Columbia
and Ontario.

The
orchard
tree
fruit
breeding in British Columbia
is
carried
out
at
the
Summerland station. Exhibit
text panels provide insight
into the many improvements
that Canadian plant breeders
have contributed to the fruit
industry Wanting to include a
local tie in to the exhibit the
museum coordinator has
invited various gardening
organizations, including Darts
Hill, to have displays in the
museum
throughout
the
exhibit period.
The climate and soils of South
Surrey, White Rock and
environs have since the
beginning
and
certainly
continuing to the present,
made our area a propitious
place for agriculture and even
more specifically to grow
fruits.

That was, of course, what
drew the Darts to purchase
the property here in 1943
when they wanted to plant
an orchard.
What
a
marvellous
opportunity for us to share
some of the story of
Francisca and Ed Darts’
development of Darts Hill
over the years from an
orchard of fruit and nut
trees to a rich and diverse
collection of trees, shrubs
and perennials. Please plan
on
attending
and
spreading the news of the
exhibit
and
our
participation.
For more information:
Amanda
Sittrop,
Collections and Exhibits
Coordinator
at
604.541.2230,
or

FROM THE ARCHIVES: HAND-WRITTEN NOTES
FRANCISCA

FROM THE JOURNALS OF

ED

AND

As found and provided by Nancy Armstrong
We are fortunate to have several irregularly kept, and not always dated, journals and other bits and
pieces of hand-written materials from both Francisca and Edwin Darts. It is not possible to read them
without wishing fervently that there were more, as they so clearly reflect their personalities, their love of
developing the property, their zest for life and their incredible energy and productivity. We will continue
sharing excerpts from this treasure in upcoming issues of The Oracle. The first is written by Francisca, or
“Cis” or “Cisca” as she was called by Ed and her family.

Some dating may be useful to fully appreciate this entry. The Darts had moved into the unfinished
house in late 1947. In 1949, when they were 33 and 46, the house was still unfinished and they were
both still employed full time 5 days a week in Vancouver. The idea that one could see the road (Coast
Meridian, now 168th) from the front door is hard to imagine in 2013.
*Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (Lawson cypress) is a conifer native to Oregon and California. It is called
Port Orford cedar in its native locality.

NOTICE OF:
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: FEBRUARY 8, 2014
Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Place: Emmanuel Evangelical Church,
17029 - 16th Avenue (across from the Darts Hill main parking lot)
Agenda includes:
* A presentation by Gary Lewis of Phoenix Perennials on - Weird and Wonderful Plants of
the World: Botanically Intriguing Options for your Garden – Countless fascinating garden
plants exist at the fringes of cultivation including many that have recently been introduced
from the far-flung corners of the world. On this virtual tour of six continents you'll discover
a multitude of rare, uncommon and underused perennials to add some botanical intrigue to
your patio and garden.
* A walk in the garden led by Douglas Justice, education representative on the Darts Hill Trust
Society, and Research Scientist and Curator of Collections at the UBC Botanical Garden.
Light refreshments will be served.

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE, by Pamela Yokome
The propagation group have laid down their
shovels for the winter, scraped off their gum
boots, dried out their gardening clothes and
thawed out their fingers. The plants are all snug
in their beds of bark mulch or tucked into the
greenhouse while our hardy workers take a few
months off, dreaming of next year I'm sure.
We had a very productive year with over 30
work sessions, half a dozen major and many
minor plant sales. Dozens of new plants were
added to our inventory this year, look for many
to be established enough to sell in the Spring
including a number of Native plants.
We are always looking for more volunteers, so if you are
interested drop an email to Nancy Armstrong at
nca-1@telus.net.
We would love to see you there.

ANNOUNCING THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE DARTS HILL
POND RE-DEVELOPMENT

The Darts Hill Trust Society is embarking on
an exciting new project to raise funds for the
renovation of the drainage pond, located to
the west of the Meet and Greet area
The current pond was created by Francisca
Darts to contain run-off from the slope to the
north; however, it no longer functions
efficiently. Water seeps from its concrete
block sides, saturating the ground around
the pond.
Further, it has become
overgrown, and its still water provides a
breeding ground for mosquitos.

Historic photo

The new pond, shown in the rendering
above, will improve the drainage and
growing conditions in the garden beds
below, provide aeration to reduce mosquito
breeding, and create an exciting feature in
the garden - further honouring the legacy
left by Francisca and Edwin Darts.
The cost of the renovation is estimated at
approximately $140,000. The Society plans
to raise $70,000 through a fund raising
campaign and has made a request of Surrey
City Council for matching funds.
If
sufficient funds can be raised, the City will
start work on the pond renovation this
summer.

Photo taken from Scarlett's blog

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,
M E M B E R S H IP @ D A R TS H I L L . C A

THE GARDEN IS CLOSED
IN DECEMBER
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19,
11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 8,

11:00 AM
Annual General
Meeting
SUNDAY, MARCH 19
11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY

A N N E S P R U N G – C O O R D IN AT O R

Lee-Anne Pitcairn is a volunteer in many capacities,
including the ‘Membership Team’ and holds the
Director position of Secretary to the Board.
As I was enjoying the last days of summer and starting my mental
list of fall tasks, I thought of Darts Hill and the enormous task of
preparing the garden for the winter. A BIG thank you to all the
City staff and volunteers. That old saying came to my mind that
many hands make short work. It was then I had an epiphany
about membership. As members of the Darts Hill Garden Society,
we can all play a role in the advertising and marketing of the
garden.
You can tell your neighbours, co-workers, doctors, clients, friends,
family and complete strangers at the grocery check-out about the
garden behind the fence on 16 Avenue and when it will be open.
You can purchase a membership to the garden for a birthday,
Christmas or hostess present. Why not organize a private tour of
the garden with your bridge group, golf buddies or family? This
can be arranged with a simple call to Parks Recreation and Culture
at 604-501-5050. The volunteer guides will point out the highlights
of the garden to you and your guests.
With our combined efforts, we can continue to grow and sustain
our membership as well as the Darts Hill Garden.
See you in the garden – Lee-Anne

MEMBERSHIP CORNER, continued…..
MYSTERY PLANT FOR SEPTEMBER 2013
I am a 20 foot tall evergreen with huge 12 inch saucer shaped
fragrant cream flowers. I am native to North America and
found in southern USA parking lots as a screen. I am the State
flower of Mississippi. Who am I ?
Magnolia grandiflora
One of our active members, Celeste, was present with
information on invasive plants. Further information can be
found through UBC; ISC-BC’s website at Bcinvasive.ca or
through their Facebook page

MYSTERY PLANT FOR OCTOBER 2013
I am a deciduous climbing vine. I have three
lobed leaves similar to grapes. I am native to
North East Asia. My berries form clusters where
you can find white, green, yellow, sky blue,
purple or shades in between all at the same time.
I am invasive in the Eastern U.S.A. as birds find
my berries tasty. I am edible but not palatable. I
am growing in a mat about 7-10 feet high over
some shrubs. Who am I?
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata
October was a fun day with 15 pumpkins hanging from various trees. Members were
encouraged to find the name of the tree to receive some Halloween treats.

MYSTERY PLANT FOR NOVEMBER 2013
I am an upright 6 foot tall tree. I am covered with clusters
of crinkled palm shaped 2 inch leaves that are a harvest
gold. I grow slowly. My common name of lions’ head
maple is based on mythological lions in Japanese drama.
Can you spell my name correctly?
Acer palmatum ‘Shishigashira’

In November we had an inside activity, viewing some episodes of the television series Yard
Yaks. Francisca was talking about various plants in her garden. It was very interesting to see
images of the garden when many of the plants were much smaller. Fresh, home-made cookies
were served with hot beverages.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER, continued…..
AUTUMN FRUIT FOUND AT DARTS HILL

It was a fun exercise to find fruit and seeds
and identify them. Some of what was found
include:
Wingnut - Pterocarya fraxinifolia
Quince - Cydonia oblonga
Asian Pear - Pyrus pyrifolia
St. John’s wort - Hypericum calycinum
Crab apples -Malus hupehensis
Berries - Leycesteria formosa
Seed pod - Cornus kousa
Rose hip was from Rosa glauca
Fruit from Eleutherococcus henryi
Small nut - Stewartia monadelpha
Seed pods - Styrax japonicus

UPCOMING IN 2014:
JANUARY 19 - Members’ day: 11:00 – 3:00 pm.
January, we plan on showing more of the Yard Yaks episodes, filmed for Shaw TV. January is
often a cold day, and a warm house with a hot drink is welcome after a wander in the garden.

FEBRUARY 8 – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 11:00 – 1:00 pm

- see details on page 8.

MARCH 19 - Members’ day: 11:00 – 3:00 pm
All you photographers must bring your cameras to our March Members’ Day. A photo
tour of the garden is being arranged; learn how to frame pictures, or find the best light.

Anne has joined the digital age. She brings a tablet to keep track of
who has renewed their memberships, immediately when it
happens, making it very easy to renew memberships. Please bear
with her as sometimes her fingers are a bit cold from the weather.

DARTS HILL BLOGGER, SCARLET BLACK.
Darts Hill Garden now has a photo blog thanks to the initiative,
creativity, and photographic skills of Jannette Maedel, known
professionally as Scarlet Black. You can find her blog at
http://www.dartshillgarden.wordpress.com; new posts appear on
the 1st and 15th of each month.
With a Masters degree in Fine Arts, Scarlet views Darts Hill
Garden as a living work of art which she loves to interpret
through her photography. By coincidence, her interest in
contributing to Darts Hill Garden and the Society’s interest in
starting a garden blog came together at the same time. The
photo blog showcases both Scarlet’s artistry and the all-season
beauty of Darts Hill Garden. Her photographs vary from plant
identification shots to macro, botanical beauty, garden scenes,
and fine art photos.
A display of Scarlet's photographs is featured at the Surrey Art Gallery during November and
December. Ten percent of her proceeds from Darts Hill photographs are donated to the Society.
Scarlet's Contact Information:
Phone: 604-582-9419
http://www.flickr.com/photos/scarletblack/
http://scarletblack.foliohd.com/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/scarletblackartist?skip
nax wizard=true
Etsy: https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/ScarletBlack

There is always something in bloom at Darts Hill Garden - below are some photos from Scarlet’s November blog!

LOST 1ST EDITION – FOUND!
Please visit http://www.dartshill.ca/membership.html to view this very 1st Edition of our
newsletter, prior to having it named ‘The Oracle’. This copy was in the City’s filing system,
having been archived, but found when the file was retrieved for research!

2014 CALENDAR

SIMPLE PLEASURES, by Kathy P

One of my favourite routes through the garden

Photo taken by K. Piccott
November 2013

is this pathway between beds 17 & 18. A tunnel
is created when the trees are in full leaf. In the
fall and winter seasons, the shapes of the many
branches create a magical ‘wonder’land.

Mahonia x media ‘Charity’ - Bed 2B
This statuesque, evergreen shrub is a stellar
specimen for the winter garden. Mahonia x
media 'Charity' has dramatic, frond-like leaves
that grow in whorls along its coarsely
branched stems. Great sprays of soft yellow

flowers appear in winter.
Photo taken by K. Piccott November 2013
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