NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE:
DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY TRUST SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 23, 2013
10:00 AM
EMMANUEL EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Highlights of our meeting will include:
•
An update on the upper property and garden expansion
•
Our new Springtime Strolls
•
Garden improvements, featuring updated information on plant health
•
Show and Tell by Douglas Justice, Associate Director & Curator of Collections, UBC
Botanical Garden
•
The Francisca Collection, our horticultural onsite library
•
Slideshow Presentation: Volunteers in the Garden
Light Snacks at noon followed by a guided tour. The garden will be open until 3:00 p.m., please be
sure to come up to the house for a cup of tea and visit with friends.

By-law Amendments to be considered at AGM:
Part 5, addition of Section 5.13(b): Any Director who is absent from three consecutive meetings of the Board of
Directors of the Society, or in excess of one-half (1/2) or more of all meetings over a one-year period, without leave
of absence from the Chair, or without reason satisfactory to the Chair, shall forthwith cease to be a Director of the
Society.
Part 10, section 1 currently states At the first meeting of the Board held after an annual general meeting, the
Board shall elect from among the Directors a Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Coordinator
who shall hold office until the first meeting of the Board held after the next following annual general meeting. The
Chair and Vice-Chair may be re-elected for no more than Two (2) consecutive terms.’
Part 10, section 1 to be amended to read: ‘At the first meeting of the Board held after an annual general
meeting, the Board shall elect from among the Directors a Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership
Coordinator.’

Pinecones, Nuts, Berries, and Smiles
By Linda Stanley Wilson
The sound of laughter and small running feet could be heard in
the Darts Hill Garden as about 75 school children from the
Sunnyside Elementary Montessori program came to visit the
garden early this fall.
Pam Yokome and I met the students as they arrived in
the parking lot with their parents, guardians, and
several younger siblings. They listened attentively as
we decided together the rules for the day. “No picking
anything!” “Watch out for slugs!” “Don’t step on
slugs!” “Make sure everyone stays on the pathways!”
These students already knew many of the most
important guidelines for visiting a garden, as they
were just beginning to study a unit in school about
Botany in their Grade 1-3 classroom.
Their teachers, Ms. Hu, Mrs. Au, and Ms. Yokome
(Pam’s daughter) had prepped them well for their field
trip to Darts Hill Garden.
Just to be on the safe side, I asked the children to make sure they kept an eye on their
parents too, so they wouldn’t get lost or accidently step onto one of our special plants.
After a quick washroom stop, we all headed into the garden for a bit of lunch. We did indeed see
a number of slugs on the way and watched our step. Students began telling me about the plants
they could identify, and the gardening they did at their grandparents’ house, and how birds seem
to like berries and seeds, and anything else they could think of. As we walked, Pam and I also
pointed out a few of the rare and unusual plants at Darts and what makes it such a special place.
The children were fascinated to hear about
how some seeds need to be eaten by a bird or
other animal first before they can grow into
new plants.

After the treasure hunt, the students shared some of the leaves,
cones, and nuts they found on the ground at Darts Hill.

When we arrived at the apple meadow, the
students spread out blankets and coats and
sat down and dug into their lunch. It was
past lunchtime and they were ravenous!
What a perfect spot for enjoying a picnic and
surveying the garden. It was a crisp and
sunny September day as I picked an apple
off the tree and joined the picnic and
answered more garden questions.

Continued…..

Pinecones, Nuts, Berries, and Smiles – cont’d……
After lunch, we formed groups of four or five with one adult in each group. Pam and I handed
out a clipboard, pencil, garden map, and Treasure Hunt worksheet. On my signal, off they went
to explore the garden and see what they could find.
Pam brought a big tarp where everyone could lay out the treasures that were found on the
ground—there were lots of leaves and odd-looking nuts, apples and even several different kinds
of pinecones. I encouraged parents to take photos of items that were still attached to the trees, so
they could remember what they saw when they went back to the classroom.
After about an hour or so, we all gathered on the lawn around the tarp
and talked about what everyone found. There were lots of questions
about the nuts, especially chestnuts and walnuts. When they are still
covered with their fuzzy green or prickly outer layer, Darts Hill nuts
look nothing like the nuts everyone sees in the grocery store. We took
apart a couple of pinecones and several nuts to find out what was
inside and also took an up close look at some very prickly cardoons.
Cardoons are great fun to pull apart and it’s an excellent way to gain a
better understanding of the parts of a plant—but they are prickly! It
was a great day in the garden and one the students will likely
remember for a long time.

Cardoon

Specialized educational tours are
just one of the many types of tours
available at Darts Hill and there is
something interesting to see and
learn in every season. We already
have a couple of grade 5 classes
scheduled to come in the spring. If
you know of a group—young or
old—that might be interested in a
special topic tour, let us know. You
can
write
to
us
at
updates@dartshill.ca
for
more
information.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

A N N E S P R U N G – C O O R D IN AT O R

M E M B E R S H IP @ D A R TS H I L L . C A

GIFT CERTIFICATES

December – The garden is closed
January 20 – Members day
February 23 – AGM/ members day
March 17 – Members day

11:00 am – 3:00 pm each date

Certificates for Darts Hill garden
memberships have become a popular idea.
And what a wonderful way to spread a
celebration out over the year.
There are 10 days to visit and say Happy
Birthday, Happy Mothers /Fathers day ,
Happy
Retirement,
or
whatever
celebration you want to name.
Certificates will be dated to they will
expire in a year, just like the membership.

JANUARY 20TH MEMBERS DAY 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
What a good day to make use of your Library privileges at the House. We invite you to come up
to the House on Members’ Days and enjoy a tea or coffee and have a look at Francisca’s
catalogued book collection, as well as many horticultural periodicals. (Note: Francisca’s large
book collection is a non-circulating library primarily plant related and fully accessible by
author, title or subject.)

AUTUMN HAPPENINGS:
SEPTEMBER. Our Open house had 250 visitors. The
garden shone in the sun. There was a wonderful
Hibiscus covered with white blossoms, the Sorrel
showed beautiful cascades of small white flowers
against the blue sky. There were several rhododendrons
still in bloom, the seeds of the magnolias were turning
red, and the Cynara cardunculus was towering over the
perennial bed. The guides were showing off an upright
clematis with large 3 lobed leaves that were irregularly
shaped and slightly hairy. The flower was a 1 inch blue
white hyacinth- like blossom clustered on 4 foot tall
stalks. It had an almond like scent. It was a most
unusual Clematis.

Cynara cardunculus

The September Member’s day had a wonderful tour by Neal Aven , discussing the City of Surrey
plans and update for the garden. He showed what had been done in the parking lot, beds that
were being lifted to protect the plants from the wet, proposed new beds in the area above the
house for protecting and keeping plants in need of attention. Thank you Neal. It was a wonderful
tour. The garden was starting to show its fall colours and some of the trees were spectacular.

MYSTERY PLANT FOR SEPTEMBER 2012
I am a tree that is 20 feet tall and have white blossoms that
resemble heather bells on 6 -9 inch racemes. I am a native to
southern USA and am common in the Appalachian Mountains.
My deciduous leaves are 3-4 inch ovals with slightly serrated
edges. My flowers make great jelly as the nectar is very sweet.
There are a couple of trees in the garden, so look up and see the
lovely clusters of white hanging down.
I am Oxydendrum arboreum or a Sorrel tree

By Mr. Laurie Pike – Fall Suspension

By Donna Steeves – Dogwood Seed in Sunshine

By Pei-chin Tang - Berries

AUTUMN HAPPENINGS Continued…
October was a cold wet Open house that 49 people attended. Thank you to all the volunteers
who braved the day to be in the garden for these few visitors.
Our October Member’s day was a lovely cool but sunny day.
The fabulous tour by Nancy Oike our intrepid guide leader was
amazing. The number of unusual seed pods, berries, and nuts
was astounding. The display table put together by the guides
and other volunteers showed the variety that nature creates
and we get to enjoy. The membership volunteers were busy
taking photographs for you to enjoy, as there were only 30
members who came to the garden. Thank you Nancy for all the
work you did in preparing the tour for so few members.

Photos by Donna Steeves

MYSTERY PLANT FOR OCTOBER 2012
I am a native of the Mediterranean. I am cultivated for my
medicinal properties. I have lacy aromatic foliage and 6 foot tall
spikes of small purple blue flowers. I can grow in to a small tree
but not here. I like dry hot conditions. I attract butterflies bees
and hummingbirds. Parts of this plant have been used since the
time of Hippocrates. My common name is Chaste tree of Monks
pepper. I help with PMS symptoms.
I am Vitex agnus castus
November saw a mushroom tour by our guide Celeste. Although
the skys were grey, the rain held off. We so appreciate volunteers
going to so much effort to help educate our members and on this
occasion it was about the wonders of mushrooms, both edible and
poisonous.
The work on the pathways should be completed and the new plant
storage area above the propagation worksite should be finished. The
trees show off their structure, bark and there are winter flowering
Rhododendrons, Mahonia, berries, and lots more to see in the garden .

By Donna Steeves

Darts Hill Garden Members Schedule 2013

GUIDES UPDATE,
by Nancy Oike

Nancy Moore (at far left in photo) led the
Guides on an educational tour on October
20, pointing out special features, origin,
and growing conditions of many
significant trees in the garden. Nancy is
uniquely qualified to lead such a tour,
being a long-time member and frequent
visitor to Darts Hill, an instructor of
horticulture at the University of the Fraser
Valley, and an instructor of theTrees and
Landscaping courses in the Advanced
Master Gardener program.
Nancy's
preparation
and
sharing
of
her
knowledge were much appreciated by the
Guides.

GUIDE EMERITUS
Did you know that many volunteer Darts Hill Guides began their involvement back in the
mid 90s and have served for over 15 years?
The Darts Hill Guides have established a new award - Guide Emeritus - to honour the
commitment of long-term guides who no longer actively guide tours but are interested in
maintaining a connection to the Garden. It is hoped that these "semi-retired" guides may
continue to be involved in roles such as "ambassador", greeter, or golf cart driver or simply
continue to participate in meetings, committees, educational sessions, or other activities.
They have much to contribute in knowledge, experience, and history.
The award will be given to guides who have actively guided for at least ten years, have
indicated a desire to cut back on guiding activities, and wish to continue being involved
with the guides. Please come to the AGM on Saturday, February 23, to see our first Guides
Emeritus receive a gold name badge and lifetime membership to Darts Hill.

MEDLAR MAKES A COMEBACK
By Nancy Oike
The Mespilus germanica, commonly known as Medlar, is making a comeback in
the middle of the gravel path below Bed 25. This tree, which is known to be
short-lived, had serious dieback and was cut back almost to the ground a few
years ago. Since then, it has been regenerating; and this year its new growth
produced four fruits for the first time.
Mespilus germanica is native to south eastern Europe to western Asia - more common in Turkey than in
Germany, as its name might suggest. It is hardy to zone 6. A member of the family Rosaceae, it bears
five-petalled white flowers in May and June. The tree is self-fertile and produces fruit which are brown
and quite unusual looking. Its five long sepals persist at the apex of the fruit, giving it a somewhat
hollow appearance. The fruits are edible but usually only after a little effort on the part of the grower.
The fruit must "blett" (from the French blettir, meaning "to
make soft") before being eaten. This is accomplished by
picking the fruit in late autumn after a frost and storing it,
stalk end upwards, for a short time until it is almost at the
stage of rotting. The fruit becomes brown and quite soft and
can be eaten with a spoon or used in desserts and jellies. Its
taste has been described as tropical or similar to applesauce.

Medlar seeds can be toxic. They have a very hard,
impermeable seed coat and are notoriously difficult to
propagate, sometimes taking up to two years to germinate.
To speed up the process, they can be soaked for 24 hours in
warm water, then stratified at 1 to 5 degrees C before
sowing.
The Medlar is an ancient tree, but it could be useful to
modern gardeners who have an interest in extending the
season for producing local fruit.
References:
Don, Monty. (May 2009) History in Your Garden:
November 23, 2012.
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PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE, by Pamela Yokome
The Propagation Group had another
profitable, productive, busy and
educational year.
Total plant sales for 2012 were
$6,332.50 with sales on 3 of the Public
Open House days and many of the
Member’s Days. We have 45
members who have been steady and
reliable at our work sessions and
sales days. We will be holding an
end of year Group Meeting in
December at the Darts House with
exact date to be determined.
The plants are all tucked into their bark mulch nests for the winter with the more tender plants
covered with evergreen boughs in our ever expanding plunge beds. To accommodate widening
of the access to the upper parking lot a portion of a plunge bed was deleted and replaced with a
lovely new raised bed on the north-west corner.

Heron Park
The Propagation Group continued with the maintenance of the display bed at Heron Park in
Crescent Beach. It is looking more beautiful every year with the weekly upkeep and lovely
selections growing more lush season by season. The more tender plants have been covered with
evergreen boughs in case we have a hard winter and the Paulownia tree leaves have been raked
and raked and raked.

ALPINE GARDENS AT DARTS HILL
BLOOMS IN NOVEMBER – AREA 1 ALPINE BED

SAXIFRAGE IN TUFA – AREA 2 ALPINE BED AT DARTS HILL.
With the successful completion of Area 1 of the Alpine Beds joint venture between the City of Surrey,
Darts Hill Trust Society and the Alpine Garden Club of B.C., the planning of the second phase has begun
with construction slated for Spring 2013.

Area 2 is a triangular bed just east of Area 1, south of the “Shack” with a concrete retaining wall on the
east side. The area is rather overgrown and is partly shaded by a tall Picea orientalis and would be very
suited to a Saxifrage garden plus other alpines that prefer, or are tolerant of, some shade. This garden bed
will be constructed of tufa which will be purchased from Rocky Mountain Tufa of Brisco, B.C. and the
plant material sourced from the Alpine Garden Club plant sales
and donations, Wrightman Alpines Nursery and Beaver Creek
Greenhouses.

Area 2 – concrete
retaining wall to
right.

If you are interested in working on this project and learning
from the experts in the Alpine Garden Club please contact Pam
Yokome at p_yokome@yahoo.ca. We would love to have more
volunteers.

Turn right at the top of the stairs, for Area 2

PROPAGATION GROUP cont’d….
Alleyne and Barbara Cooke visited the Garden for a third time in
October to demonstrate his Rhododendron ground layering
technique on a few of his glorious yellow “Cookie” Rhodo’s for
the education of the propagation members. It was great fun with
all present trying their hand with the knife and axe! You can see
the ground layers marked with stakes south of the Magnolia Walk

close to the 16th Ave. entrance.
Alleyne also brought many Cyclamen seedlings for us to plant
and grow on for our plant sales. He also provided some lily bulbs
from his own garden and we are trying our hand at propagating
lilies from their scales. Cross your fingers because they are
beautiful varieties, see pictures below. We ended the day with a
lunch in the house entertained by the Cooke’s
stories of gardens and travels.

See how much fun we have? We are always happy
to have new members!

NOVEMBER WORK SESSIONS: Thanks so much to Leslie, Willa, Patti,
James, Ross and Nancy. We got the shade path cleared off, the grapes
and evergreens and many shade plants sunk and backfilled with new
bark mulch, old bark mulch collected and stored, hoses tidied and
put away, veggie garden weeded and mulched, cans and cans of
garden waste dumped, boughs covering all tender plants excepting
for the veggie bed, broken pots recycled, new donations of pots
stored and even a little guerilla gardening done by James!

Sanne, Nancy and Ross had
another session - in the sun
even! A few more chores, a few
newly discovered seedlings to rescue and pot and
plunge because the temperatures will dip below zero
for the first time this year.

CITY OPERATIONS
The City provided to the Board a list of ongoing maintenance activities. Below are some of the
highlights:
• Sept. 13, water line break in bed 26... zone 5 shut down till repaired.
• Sept. 14, bed 9, raised SE corner.
Bed 33 Renovation Project Background:
There were several plants in a state of severe decline and some that have already been
decommissioned. The existing soil condition of this hort. bed is wet, heavy clay and covered
with a layer of landscape fabric with moss, sedge and Corsican mint growing on top of
it. During our typical wet, rainy season, much of the plant roots in Bed 33 are submerged in
water for five to seven months, resulting in plant rot, plant decline and eventually plant death.
The renovation work will improve the current growing conditions by creating a raised bed 16"18" above grade. The smaller to medium sized plants will be lifted out of the wet soil condition
and re-planted once the soil work has been completed. The existing trees, Nyssa sylvatica and
Liriodendron tulipifera, and their roots will not be disturbed. Existing landscape fabric will be
removed. We relied on a small excavator equipment to help accomplish this task. During the
process, the plants were stored on the grass adjacent to Bed 33 and covered with mulch.
Soil was installed during the week of Oct. 1st
to create the raised bed, followed by re-planting
the existing plants.
Plants from Bed 33 to the nursery:
• Persea borborie
• Viburnum opulus ‘Xanthocarpum’
• Gaultheria mucronata 'Heronswood’
• Gaultheria mucronata 'Variegata'
• Ilex verticilata (M-form)
• Rehderodendron macrocarpum
• Acer palmatum 'Villa Taranto'
• Viburnum awabuki
• Corylopsis sinensis v. sinensis
• Heptacodium jasminoides

• Sept. 25 – drainage installed at the South end of C4
• October – Gravel path along south side of garden widened and drainage installed (from
service entrance to SE corner of pasture)

Photo of Lonicera maackii
by Lisa Hart, 2008

S PECIAL
Tree:

TREES OF

Cryptomeria japonica “Cristata’
Crested Japanese Cedar,
Family: Cupressaceae
Bed
8 (and 7a)
Notes: RARE. Planted in 1976, both gifts from
Ev Jack

D ARTS H ILL

Tree:

Fagus sylvatica ‘Asplenifolia’
Syn. of F. sylvatica var. heterophylla
‘Asplenifolia’
Fern leaved beech, cut-leaved beech
Family: Fagaceae

Bed

5

Notes:

RHS AGM; GPP. Purchased in 1968
and transplanted to Bed 5 some time
later.

Photos by K. Piccott, July 2010

See location of this tree on the attached map

Find this edition’s significant trees here

WHAT to look for in January!

NEW IN 2013

SPRINGTIME SATURDAY STROLL
Every Saturday in April & May
Noon- 4:00 p.m.
Donation Suggested for non-members
In 2013, Darts Hill Garden Park will be open each Saturday in April and May from noon-4:00
p.m. for our new Springtime Saturday Stroll. Enjoy an ever-changing cascade of colour as new
rhododendrons, azaleas, magnolias and hundreds of perennials begin to bloom each week in
the Spring at Darts.

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy
Trust Society is a member of the BC
Council of Gardens.
For more
information on all members of this
Council, visit their website at:
www.bcgardenclubs.com
Attendees of a wet Autumn tour led by Nancy Oike.

Weather Alert
During winter months, please check our website before coming to Darts. We will
cancel Members Days due to poor weather and unsafe conditions within the
garden. Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership with the City of
Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Editor of The Oracle:
Propagation:

info@dartshill.ca
membership@dartshill.ca
tours@dartshill.ca
newsletter@dartshill.ca
propagation@dartshill.ca

