
The Oracle 
2011/2012 Winter 

A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society  
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.   

Accessible by pre-booked tours only.  Call 604-501-5050 for your tour. 

 

From The Chair - Planning for 2012 
 

Happy Holidays! I love this time of year, even though it's been quite chilly and somewhat wet out, I am 
always anxious to erase a few mistakes from my garden and get started with plans for next year. My 
Cerinthe major 'Purpurascens' completely overtook an area, so I need to find better placement, but it 
continues to bloom into December.  I don't want it too far away from sight. I also need to think about 
my Sorbaria sorbifolia placement--it might be better for its neighbouring plants if it was even more 
contained. Both of these plants and so many more interesting finds are often available at our Darts Hill 
plant sales . . . but let's all put SUNSHINE on our Christmas wish list, so that we might see sunny plant 
sale days in 2012! 
 
As many of you know, the Society is now making a home for itself in Francisca's house. It was her 
wishes that the Society use the house for meetings and a place to keep her many precious resources and 
belongings. We are busy sprucing it up a bit with fresh paint (in original colours) and have added our 
recent City of Surrey Recognition Award to the mantel. After the painting, we will be placing books and 
other resources back on to the shelves and a caretaker will soon be moving into the lower floor.  
 
Our Propagation, Guides, and Membership groups have all recently held year-end gatherings in the 
living room. Beyond the rewards of volunteering, there is some fantastic baking that goes on in these 
groups and it is so nice to enjoy a cup of tea or warmed apple cider fresh from Francisca's kitchen. If 
you're new to the garden--consider volunteering this year with one of our groups--It's a great way to 
meet fellow garden enthusiasts and to spend a bit more time at Darts Hill learning about the unique 
plants and the garden's rich history.  
 
Also, watch our Members Updates in 2012 for the opportunity to tour inside the Darts’ home and in the 
upper garden area. We are always interested in your ideas for Members Day.  Please don't hesitate to let 
us know about a special idea that you might have. Our 2012 calendar is printed in this issue--be sure to 
put it on your bulletin board. Note that our Annual General meeting is in February this year so as not to 
conflict with school Spring Breaks and other March activities. 
 
Finally, as a quick note, the garden is closed in December, but we start again with our Members Days in 
January. At times, we do need to cancel a Members Day at the last minute in the case of extreme 

weather which would make the garden and/or parking lot unsafe. You can check the status on our 
website: www.dartshill.ca. 
 
See you in the garden, 
 
 
Linda Stanley Wilson 
Chair, Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society 

  





Darts Hill Is Recognized in the 2011 City Awards Programs  

In late October, we were delighted to be invited to attend a special awards recognition evening 
at the beautiful new City Centre Library. The Mayor and Council celebrated all finalists and we 
were very excited when our name was announced as the winner in the Resident & Community 
Category. We took home a lovely handcrafted glass and wood award which will now reside on 
the mantel in the living room in Francisca's house. Let me end by sharing this blurb from the 
evening's program: 

This summer, the Darts Hill Society was nominated 
for the inaugural Beautiful City Award, one of five categories in 
the City of Surrey's City Awards Program. The City Awards 
Program celebrates excellence in design and community 
development. The Beautiful City Award recognizes community 
groups that make outstanding contributions towards the 
beautification and improvement of Surrey’s public spaces. To 
read more specifics about the program, go online 
to: 

As part of the nomination procedure, I had the opportunity to 
provide the Civic Enhancement Committee with specific 
examples of our volunteerism and photographs of the 
volunteers in action to consider in their adjudication process.  
 
It was a pleasure to share the experiences and projects at Darts 
Hill and in our community involving so many volunteers from  

the Guides, Propagation, Membership, Marketing and the many volunteers who contribute to 
our annual Arts at Darts event.  We are truly blessed with many knowledgeable and gifted 
volunteers who contribute so much to our garden and the community at large. 

‚This Society is a partner with the City 
in raising funds for the operation of 
Darts Hill Gardens. In addition to 
providing volunteer-run tours and 
open houses, the Society uses the 
funds it raises for special garden 
projects, educational initiatives and 
plant propagation through the broader 
community. A great example of this is 
the new horticulture bed the has been 
added at Heron Park. The Society 
obtained the plant material, created 
the bed and assists in the maintenance 
of the park.‛ 

As provided by Linda Stanley Wilson 
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Garden Operations 

NEAL AVEN 
We recently welcomed Neal Aven as the new Parks Operations Coordinator for Landscape  
Maintenance (Parks South). Neal replaces Larry Griffiths who has now retired. Neal has a diploma 
in Landscape Design Installation & Maintenance from Kwantlan, a degree in Natural Resources 
Conservation from UBC, and recently completed a diploma in Business Administration at SFU. 
 
Our Darts Board has worked collaboratively with Neal and UBC over the past several years on our 
project to label the garden trees and shrubs with durable labels, making plant identification easier 
for visitors to the garden. Neal began this effort when he was in Asset Management for the City. In 
2005, Neal contributed to a pilot program at Darts to map, inventory and create a database with 
accurate scientific nomenclature—so he is very knowledgeable about our unique plant collection 
and will likely continue to take a keen interest as we continue to expand our plant database and 
labeling in the garden.  
 
At Darts, Neal will oversee the maintenance in the garden that is completed by City staff. While the 
day-to-day operations such as path amendment, pruning, and improving plant health are 
completed by Alan Cheung and seasonal staff, Neal will be involved in coordinating with the 
Board and the City staff on specific garden plans and direction for the future. We welcome Neal to 
his new role for the City. 

HYDROLOGY REPORT 
 
Recently, the City has had a hydrology review completed as 
part of the preparation for the Horticultural Learning Centre 
(on the property above the garden that used to be known to as 
‚Yoshi’s‛). As many longtime guests and volunteers at Darts 
are aware, there is a very challenging problem of water that 
runs from the north down through the garden, impacting 
plants and several grassy areas in the garden. This has led to 
plant deterioration and sometimes to plant loss, often due to 
waterborne pathogens such as phytophthora, which impacts 
the roots of rhododendrons, azaleas and other plants; and 
verticillium which has affected some of our maples.  

As a result of the report, a swale is now being built on the south edge of the upper property to 
intercept and divert the water away from the historical part of the garden. This should greatly 
improve drainage and the City expects to see improvement to the garden by next Spring. The 
improvements recommended in the report will be completed in stages as the budget allows. In a 
later stage, we expect to see improvements to the drainage system within the garden that will help 
alleviate issues we face due to the clay soil that is so close to the surface in many parts of the garden 
impeding proper drainage. As the project continues, future progress will be documented in our 
Garden Operations section of the newsletter. 

(Compiled by Linda Stanley Wilson) 



Membership 
UPCOMING TOURS FOR 2012. 
 
January  15th, 2012 -  will include a tour of buds and branches by Nancy Oike, one of the 
wonderful and knowledgeable guides. The garden has a delightful spaciousness when the trees 
show off their structure. There are often an amazing number of blossoms early in the year with 
the witchhazels , heathers, and hellebore showing off.  
 
Our usual Sunday membership date is cancelled for February 2012. February 18th , which is a 
Saturday, will be our Annual General Meeting. The program for the AGM is currently being set  
and members will be notified in the New Year.  
 
We are back to our Sunday schedule with the March 18 members date.  And our very popular 
Birding tour with Lynn Pollard is set for April 15th.  A summer photo contest is being planned 
for July 15th to catch the summer blossoms and colour in the garden. 
Please check the website for further tours.  

Edgeworthia papyrifera - 
photo taken February 2010, 
shrub in bed 47 in full 
bloom. 

Corylus avellana 
‘Contorta’ – bed 25 & 
in front of washrooms 
at parking lot , winter 
catkins are developing 
now and beginning to 
show. 

What to look for in the upcoming winter months. 

Helleborus 
orientalis – bed 25 
at entrance gate on 
driveway.   
 
 
Pink flower is un-
named orientalis 
form. 
 
 
 
Yellow/red is H. 
‘Golden Sunrise’ 
flower buds are 
currently pushing 
up now in gardens. Photos by R. Atkinson 



AUTUMN TOURS: 
 

Autumn Tours were led by, and well received by, our talented Darts Hill volunteer guides in 
October and November.  September we had some special visitors of the 4 footed variety. May 
and Donna, two of the membership volunteers, captured some photos of them. They were 
enjoying the fallen apples.  SEE FAUNA Section on the next page. 

November we had a pruning tour led by Mary Dunn. Mary was able to explain clearly the basics 
of pruning and show lots of examples of what to look for and where to prune to take out the 
dead, diseased, or crossing branches. Timing of pruning was a topic of discussion as we 
wandered through the garden with many different times mentioned depending on the plant. A 
wonderful tour - thank you Mary. 
 
Also notable on November 20th and photographed, was a lovely Anna’s hummingbird feeding in 
the Mahonia in bed 4C at the end of the tractor road. The Mahonia’s yellow flowers were in 
bloom and the hummingbirds were feeding. There was also a beautiful Rhododendron with 
over 50 blossoms, in bed 1 - Rhododendron ‘Nobleanum Venustum’ 

Membership, cont’d…. 

October Member’s day tour was entitled 
Medicinal plants and led by Rose Mary Wald. 
She  provided a copy of her notes and those 
can be acquired by emailing the Membership 
coordinator or the Editor of this newsletter.  
See the last page of this newsletter for our 
contact information. The members who 
participated in the tour were enthralled. Rose 
Mary’s background includes being a chemist 
and is still actively involved in plant chemistry.  
She has agreed to do another tour in June 2012 
- mark your calendars for June 10th. Thank you 
Rose Mary. 

Rhododendron 'Nobleanum Venustum' (R. arboreum x R. caucasicum) 
Bed #1  -  Photo by Randall Atkinson 

What you missed this past Autumn! 



Mystery plant September 2011 
 
I am native from Iran to Japan. I am a 20 foot tall 
deciduous tree with bipinnate feathery leaves that 
are 10 inches long. My blossoms look like pale pink 
powder puffs and cover the tree late in the 
summer. I need sun and warmth to bloom. My 
flowers are fragrant. I have a domed shape and my 
bark is grey brown. I can make a mess with my 
seed pods. I am considered invasive in the southern 
states. My common name is silk or mimosa tree.   
 
Albizia julibrissin is bed 20 
 

Poncirus trifoliate `Japanese Bitter Orange  
Bed #32  -  Photo by Randall Atkinson 

Mystery plant for November 2011 
 
I am a 5 foot deciduous shrub with dark green spiny 
twisted branches, and 3 lobed shiny green leaves 
turning orangey yellow. I have 2-3 inch fuzzy round 
green-yellow fruit, that are unpalatable due to a 
bitter oil.  I am native to China or Korea but am 
often called a Japanese Bitter orange. My rootstock is 
often used for many citrus cultivars as I am hardy to 
-20C. I have fragrant white flowers in the spring.  
 
Poncirus trifoliate in bed 32 

Membership, cont’d…. 

Mystery plant October 2011 
 
I am a 20 foot deciduous tree with bright shiny red 
/orange leaves in the fall. I am native to Eastern 
North America. I am pyramidal shape with my 
branches growing at right angles to my trunk. My 
leaves are oval, 5 inches long. My fruits are dark 
blue and favoured by many birds. My bark is dark 
grey with irregular ridges. I am known as a black 
gum or tupelo. I often grow in swampy areas, but 
will grow on hillsides.  
 
Nyssa sylvatica, in bed  33 



Membership, cont’d….. 

Please check your membership card for expiry date. You can renew your membership by sending in 
your information to Anne at 2169 166th Street Surrey, V3S 9X8.  Membership renewal forms can be 
found on our website.  Christmas is coming, and a new or renewed membership to Darts Hill is an 
easy and welcome gift that gives 10 visits, 2 guest passes and discounts at local nurseries all for the 
small cost of $20.  

Visits to the garden were down this year due to miserable weather, 
but even in the rain, there is something spectacular to find in the 
garden. Our tours are for your benefit and if there is something you 
would like to have explained, discussed or shown in the garden 
please let Anne know.  

Fauna corner – Photos by Donna Steeves, taken at September’s 
member’s day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guide’s Greenery 
This new section will provide an area for our volunteer guides to educate us on 
plant favorites throughout the seasons. 

On the western side of the Tractor Road is Stewartia 
monadelpha, a beautiful, all-season tree ideally situated so 
that visitors can’t miss its peeling, mottled grey and 
cinnamon bark at any time of the year, its flowers in 
summer, and the red and orange tints of its leaves in 
autumn. I always point out this tree to our visitors, since it 
is not only beautiful, but also a practical tree for those 
looking for something to plant in their small gardens.  
 
 
Stewartia species are members of the Tea family, or 
Theaceae, and therefore related to Camellia; similarities can 
be seen in the alternate, slightly toothed, fairly glossy 
leaves, although they are deciduous, and the beauty and 
form of the flowers. They are found in the wild in eastern 
Asia and North America. S. monadelpha, also known as Tall 
Stewartia, will grow up to 80 feet in the wild in Korea and 
southern Japan, but in gardens it will most likely grow 
slowly to 25–30 feet, and about as wide, with a vase-like 
shape that will provide dappled shade to anything planted 
underneath.  

 

Stewartia monadelpha, by Christine Deagle. 

This article is continued on the next page….. 

Christine is one of the long-time guides at Darts Hill, being one of the 
people who helped to put together the guiding program, beginning in 
1997. She has always been interested in plants, and especially the more 
unusual shrubs and trees, so Darts Hill is a perfect spot for her to 
indulge her love of learning more about these interesting plants. Moving 
to South Surrey from Alberta twenty years ago resulted in a steep 
learning curve about the huge diversity of plants that are hardy here. She 
still finds joy in visiting Darts Hill, guiding other plant lovers through 
the garden and telling them about the wonderful legacy that Francisca 
Darts and her husband Ed have left us. 

These trees tend to grow multiple leaders, and if one prefers a central leader, pruning is 
necessary. I don’t know the age of this tree, but it is certainly mature, and could have been 
planted at around the same time as some of the other trees in this bed, which was about 50 years 
ago.  



Guides Greenery, cont’d…. 

In spring the Stewartias have fat, pointed, attractive flower buds, and S. monadelpha blooms June 
to July at a time of the year when the big flush of bright spring bloom is over, and so if nothing 
else this makes it an asset in the garden. The flowers are white, single, about 1 ½ in. in diameter, 
and have creamy yellow filaments and violet anthers, so are quite showy. Although the flowers 
may not be quite as showy as its relative S. pseudocamellia, which has flowers which are larger, 
more open and less cup-shaped, with more showy yellow stamens and frilly edges to the petals, 
the bark of S. monadelpha is far more cinnamon-coloured. Autumn leaf colouring is similar. 
 
As Mrs. Darts would say, ‚I highly recommend it‛.  S. monadelpha is a small, attractive tree 
suitable to our growing conditions if correctly sited, and beautiful all year. 

Stewartia monadelpha – cont’d…. 
 
Since these trees resent root disturbance, it was most likely planted when it was very small. The 
root system is not invasive, so this is another attribute which makes S. monadelpha ideal for 
smaller gardens. I don’t know if Mrs. Darts grew this from seed. It is situated at Darts Hill with 
the ideal acid, moist, well-drained soil conditions it prefers, as well some shade from full 
afternoon summer sun. 

Tours 
 
Although booked tours (those paid for 
through Surrey Parks) are down this 
year, Guides are helping at many 
events over the course of a year.  Those 
events include Members days, Open 
House days, and, tours sponsored in 
partnership with various 
organizations, including South Surrey 
Garden Club, BC Landscape & 
Nursery Association and the Partners 
in Parks volunteer appreciation event. 
 
There are many, many opportunities 
for training, including following 
visiting experts through the garden.   
 
We do have over 20 guides but are 
always actively looking for more 
people who would be interested in 
learning a bit more about plant 
material and are keen to be involved.   



Water colour by Elizabeth Hollick 

Elizabeth has been a regular participant at Arts at Darts since its inception four years ago.  She 

can be seen there roaming the garden with sketchbook in hand.  It was at Arts at Darts this past 

June that Elizabeth captured the exquisite C. addisonii. 

 

Clematis addisonii 

Clematis addisonii is named for Addison Brown, one of the founders of the New York Botanical 

Garden.  It is commonly known as Addison's leather-flower, Addison's virgin's bower, Addison 

Brown's clematis, and Addison Brown's leather-flower.   

 

This clematis is a bushy subshrub or herbaceous perennial with an erect to sprawling habit; it 

grows just two to three feet tall.   Its medium-green leaves are simple, ovate, somewhat heart-

shaped at the base,  and oppositely arranged.   Its solitary flowers are about one inch long, urn-

shaped, and purple to reddish-purple with creamy tips.   

 

C. addisonii  is native to Virginia, where it has a very limited distribution in the western part of 

the state.  It grows in dry woods, glades, and rock outcrops; zones 5 to 11.  Considered easy to 

grow, it prefers sun to part shade, and neutral to alkine soil.  To propagate, plant seeds when 

temperatures are about 20C; they will germinate in about three months. 

 

Be sure to look for this clematis when you visit the garden next summer.  You'll find it near the 

north west corner of Bed 37. 

This lovely watercolour of Clematis addisonii 

was painted by Elizabeth Hollick of White 

Rock.  Elizabeth is a well-known White Rock 

artist whose large murals grace the walls of 

many buildings in White Rock and 

Vancouver.  She is also known for her vibrant 

acrylics depicting local scenes and her 

creative sand sculptures. 

Thanks to Nancy Oike for providing this photo and article. 



Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an 
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to 

ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park 

Contact us at:  
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp  

New Contact information: 
 

Chair:  Linda Stanley Wilson 604-542-3003  info@dartshill.ca 

Membership Coordinator: Anne Sprung  604-531-8424  membership@dartshill.ca 

Guide Coordinator: Nancy Oike  604-535-6245  tours@dartshill.ca 

Editor of The Oracle Kathy Piccott  604-594-8507  newsletter@dartshill.ca 

Propagation  Nancy Armstrong 604-538-7551   propagaton@dartshill.ca 

   

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

DATE:  FEBRUARY 18, 2012 
TIME:  11:00 – 12:00 

THE GARDEN WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 3:00 PM FOLLOWING THE MEETING 
 
Our 2012 Annual General meeting is scheduled early next year. Be sure to include  
February 18, 2012 on your calendar.  
 
We will begin at 11:00 am in the church adjacent to our parking lot.  Highlights will include a 
presentation on garden and plant photographs by expert photographer and horticulturist 
Randal Atkinson; historic photo slideshow by Linda Stanley Wilson (drawn from archival 
materials), and our annual raffle draw for valuable garden-related prizes.  Following some 
light snacks we adjourn to the garden (weather permitting). 

 
We will have one Board position.  If you are interested in joining the Board, please contact the 
Chair at lindasw@mac.com   

Weather Alert 
During winter months, please check our website before coming to Darts. 
We will cancel Members Days due to poor weather and unsafe 
conditions within the garden.   -  
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