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The Oracle

A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.
Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

We have colour in the garden and plants to be
sold. Don’t miss our Open House.

Photos taken May 23, 2011

The propagation volunteers have been very busy, as
our potted plants have finally become ready for sale.
Many, many varieties of healthy 4‛ and larger potted
plants starting at $2.50 each.
Plunge beds in propagation area

From the Chair – Linda Stanley Wilson
Every time there is a hint that Spring might really
be here, I find myself working in the garden with
winter gloves and a wooly sweater on again under
sprinkles of rain (okay, it has been more than just
sprinkles!). I can hardly believe that summer is
just a month away--except that we have been
busily planning and preparing for this year’s Arts
at Darts, this year falling on the summer solstice.
Every year, we invite a few new artists to join our returning
favourites. I hope that you’ll return too on June 21st from 6 9 p.m. and bring a few new visitors to the garden.
Remember, this is the only time that the garden is open in
the evening, a very special time to see Darts.

We’re pleased that the dancers from XBa DanceCo will join
us again. They will be performing throughout the garden
and in small groups in the main meadow. I encourage you to
bring a blanket so that you can relax and watch the dancers
and listen to the background guitar music of Kent Hillman.
But don’t plan to stay seated too long, you’ll want to hear
Celtic Fiddler Keirah Raymond performing at our Main
Entrance and wander around to see what other surprises are
peeking out from behind the trees, grab a refreshment, meet
the artists and perhaps take home a new treasure.
One of my favourite aspects of Arts at Darts, is mingling
with each of our artists and signing up on his or her
mailing list. Throughout the year, I know that I will receive
the most interesting and creative news about upcoming
projects, events, and new art venues.
This is also how I learn about new artists to invite to Arts at Darts. I was so intrigued by last year’s
announcement for the Fields and Flowers Open House in Langley which was listed in the several
of the mailings I received. It took place in a barn and featured many former Arts at Darts artists. I
enjoyed seeing familiar faces and meeting new artists like Deborah Strong, who will participate in
Arts at Darts this year (read about Deborah inside the newsletter).
Also in an online newsletter, I have been following the progress of a unique ceramic mural to be
installed at Camp Kwomais. Deborah Putman, who is a longtime member of Darts Hill, has just
completed an 8 foot diameter mosaic with Connie Glover--both are past Arts at Darts artists. As a
resident of Ocean Park, I am so excited to see this work installed in my neighborhood and hope to
see more large-scale work like this in the future. Maybe at Darts Hill.
See you in the garden,
Linda

Spotlight on The Artists
Artists at A Special Evening of the Arts at Darts are unique and diverse in how they share their
dreams, visions, and insight about the flora and fauna around us. A Garden of Dreams, the theme
of this year’s event, allows artists to express all that they see in a garden setting as well as what
they see in their dreams. Whether it is a lyrical dance in the meadow, a piece of wood that
becomes a colourful vessel, or a delicate leaf shaped with clay, you’ll find that this year’s artists
interpret their visions in many ways and in many different mediums. Let me introduce you to a
few of our artists:
Josie Mara
Josie works at the YMCA in Surrey and walks to work most days ready to capture an inspiring
botanical moment. Sometimes she has her camera ready to take in her view and other times, she
recreates scenes at home capturing the smallest and most intricate details of flowers that have
caught her eye. Josie loves what macrophotography can allow her to portray--the finest details of
an individual pistil, an ant crawling on a petal, or a glistening raindrop on a leaf.
When Josie isn’t on her way to work or busy
photographing her grandchildren, you might find
her walking in Dunsmuir Garden at Crescent
Beach or out on Blackie’s Spit. Recently, she has
been creating Victorian floral vignettes set against
black. For Josie, the black backdrop helps to
heighten the awareness of flower shapes and
textures while bringing into view the saturated
colors and dramatic hues of individual flowers.
Josie is originally from the Province of Las Villas
in Cuba and graduated from Marylhurst
University, in Oregon, with a BA in Graphic
Design. She also studied photography in Spain on
a scholarship. One can see the influence of her
travels in the variety of her work, including the
farming landscapes and dramatic cloud
formations of Oregon where she regularly returns
to visit her father.
Sharing her entire repertory at Arts at Darts
would be difficult under the canopy that she will
share with her son, so Josie will have her unique
photographs on stationary cards and 8x10 prints.

Artist: Josie Mara

Josie will be happy to take requests for larger prints of her photography and like many of our
Arts at Darts artists, is available for commissioned work.

Spotlight on The Artists, continued….
Joel Mara
Joel is one of Josie’s nine very creative children. Joel was born in British Columbia and raised
along the rocky inland coast of Vancouver Island. He spent much of his time outdoors with his
family where he developed a wonder for all natural things and enjoyed the near-silent and
peaceful sounds of nature. Creativity was encouraged at all times and this is reflected in Joel’s
work and that of his siblings.
At age ten, Joel moved to Mexico with his parents. In the six years that he spent there, Joel
took in the great vistas of natural Mexico: the tepid western coastline, the dry Northern
deserts, the lush jungle, and the green foothills of Morelia. He loved the scenic backdrops of
Mexico as much as the varied and dramatic geography of Canada. He moved back to Canada
in 1991 and began an education at Capilano College in 1993 in the Illustration & Design
program. With this training, he began a career as an artist, working mainly in oils on canvas or
board, though he also does linoleum prints.
Joel is constantly looking for new ways to paint and interpret the beautiful world in which we
live. He is as inspired by the blues and oranges of the stormy West Coast sunsets, as he is by a
rugged bit of coastline thickly covered in pine trees like a dark green carpet draped across the
hills. These are the themes for his painting. His influences include The Group Of Seven, Tom
Thompson, Robert Gen, the French Impressionists, Andrew Wyeth, Gregory Kondos, Edward
Hopper & his teachers, Kiff Holland & Susan Falk.

Joel currently resides in Surrey and frequents the wild spaces of the Lower Mainland for
inspiration in his work as well as venturing to Oregon to capture coastal scenes that intrigue
him and arouse his creative spirit.

‚Across The Bay‚
An oil painting on canvas

Spotlight on The Artists, continued….
Deborah Strong
Deborah’s trillium flowers seem as though they
would quake with the wind in both her
coloured pencil work and in her vivid
paintings on silk. It is truly magical to see how
flowers, birds, and animals come alive in
Deborah’s work. Looking at a delicately drawn
flower petal, I feel as though I could invite the
ladybug resting there to come crawl onto my
fingertip.
Her artistry is personal to her life and yet familiar to us all, depicting scenes at home, in the garden,
forest, or in some far-off land of our dreams, such as the tiny Caribbean island of Bequia where a baby
hawksbill turtle is finding his way. Deborah views herself as a citizen of the world with an obligation to
do what she can with her art to encourage responsible stewardship of the Earth. She is an avid supporter
of animal rescue societies and often supports these groups through her artwork and volunteer time. This
love for animals can be seen in the grace in which she portrays these friends in her work.
Deborah’s art education encompasses both fine arts and graphic design
and she worked for many years as a graphic designer. Deborah began
drawing early in life and continues to learn about new mediums and
further explore techniques in professional workshops and seminars.
She is an active members in several Lower Mainland art groups, offers
classes from time to time in silk painting and coloured pencil
technique, and is available for commissioned work to create portraits
of the special animal(s) in your life.
To learn more about Deborah and to see additional art pieces, I
encourage you to visit her website (catnmousedesigns.com) and click
on each of her pieces of art to read the short story behind the art--travel
to the Caribbean, take a walk with Deborah in a local Langley park, or
offer a carrot to a Saddlebred horse, all of these are possible within
Deborah’s art.

Membership
Previous tours in 2011
Wet and cold weather has slowed both flowers and visitors in the garden. We have had great
tours and few people attending to enjoy them. Some days I would rather be at home and warm
than huddling under a canopy in the garden, but there is always something magical to see even
in the rain.
Our members day tour in April was based on
rhododendrons, as provided by our guides. The volume
of blossoms was small, but there many rhododendrons
that had features other than their blossoms. It was a
delight to see. The structure, leaves, scent, bark, and
flowers were enjoyed by all who attended the tour.
The Open House for April was again cold and damp, but we had 13 new members join. The plant
sale was put on hold as not enough plants were brave enough to start growing in the cold. We
were able to provide a garden tour using the golf cart for the first time at an open house, and it
was greatly appreciated. Our fabulous guides drive so the tour is more than just a cart ride in the
garden.
Our tour for May was provided by a physiotherapist, Sheree Palmer,
from Origin Health. Sheree discussed protecting arthritic joints when
working; how to lift without hurting your back; and she answered
numerous questions that were directed her way. To have the
undivided attention of a physiotherapist to answer joint related
questions was a wonderful opportunity. Sheree’s hand out has been
provided in this newsletter.
Membership renewal:
Remember you can renew your
membership in the garden and pick
up your new membership card, guest
passes and the list of nurseries that
give a discount from our friendly
smiling membership volunteers.
If you are unable to come to the
garden to renew, check out the
web site at www.dartshill.ca, or
send to Anne at 2169 166th Street,
Surrey, B.C. V3S 9X8

Upcoming tours
Open House is May 28th with the environmental extravaganza birding tour by Lynn Pollard at 10:30
where he is hoping to find some birds nests in our trees and shrubs. There will be a plant sale and tours
will be given by the guides at 11:30 and 1:30 The golf cart will be available by request.
June 12th our member’s day will have Brian Campbell a bee master and master gardener tour the garden
and talk about several varieties of bee.
June 21st is Arts at Darts in the evening from 6-9 pm. A variety of artists, dancers, musicians will be in the
garden to augment the floral beauty. Join us for a glass of wine or water and stroll the pathways breathing
in the evening scents.
July 17th we are hoping to have the city staff tour the garden and show off the new plants and discuss
changes in the garden.

Mystery Plants
Mystery plant for April was to find 3 of the lovely white
magnolias in bloom. The answer was 3 of M. kobus ‘Wada’s
memory’, M. salicifolia, M. lobneri ‘Dr. Merrill’, M. stelata,
and M. denudate variegata.
There are several spectacular cultivars of this magnificent
deciduous tree in full blossom. It can originate in either Japan
or China, and is a state flower in many southern U.S. states.
The large blossoms arrive before the leaves. The trees are 30
feet tall and are covered with many funnel shaped white
blossoms. Some varieties have a pink stripe or center. The
puzzle today is to find 3 different cultivars.

Magnolia lobneti

Mystery plant for May was a little harder to find in the wonderful
display of Rhododendrons that decided to show their colours, but
was well worth the hunt. This 18 inch shade plant is called a
Japanese Jack-in-the-pulpit, or cobra lily.
It has a white flower inside the chocolate purple spadex, covered
with a green and white striped hood. This plant originates in Japan.
When small the flowers are predominately male, but as it matures,
the larger female flowers take over, so the plant is thought to change
sex. The seedlings take 3 years to mature. There are usually 2 dark
green leaves per corn, one with 3 lobes, one with 5.
The answer is Arisaema sikokianum, which was beside a lovely
patch of trilliums in bed 11.

Guide’s Greenery
This new section will provide an area for our volunteer guides to educate us on
plant favorites throughout the seasons.
Pseudolarix amabilis
My name is Carol Wong and I have been a guide for a number of years. I am a keen ‚hands-on‛
gardener and have taken the Master Gardener course at Van Dusen. I'm also involved with the South
Surrey Garden Club and am the current president of the club. I have recently retired and am hoping I
will have more time to participate in the activities at Darts Hill - or maybe not, as I am already finding
the saying ‚Iʼm so busy, I don't know how I had time to work‛ to be quite true.
One of my favourite trees in the garden is the Pseudolarix amabilis, found in bed 39. Its common name
is the Golden Larch and it is also known as the ‚false larch‛. Although not a true larch, it is closely
related to the larch family. It is a rare and unusual deciduous conifer which means it drops its leaves in
the winter.
Deciduous conifers are uncommon trees,
there being several types in Darts Hill.
Among them the Ginkgo biloba, bed 25, the
Metasequoia glyptostroboides or Dawn
redwood, bed 20, the Taxodium distychum
or swamp cypress, bed 20, and the Larix or
larch, bed 30.
The pseudolarix is a single species tree
which grows slowly to a broad, conical
shape, reaching up to 130ft (40m) in height.
It only puts on 6 inches a year. It has linear
and slender leaves which appear in dense
whorls on upcurved long shoots. The
leaves remain bright green in colour until
the fall when they turn a beautiful golden
yellow (hence the name).
The cones are egg shaped and are bluegreen in colour, ripening to brown in the
fall when they break up before dropping
to the ground. It is native to the
mountains of Eastern China.
The specimen in Darts Hill is a very
attractive shape and is appealing year
round. Check it out in Bed 39 near the
southeast corner of the great lawn.

ON THE POLLINATION OF PEARS – by Dr. John Smith
Part 1
In 2009 I decided to plant an orchard of pear-trees, these would be
grafted on quince A with or without an interstem, of Old Holm,
and pruned as described in The Garden of November 2008. This
pruning starts about 5 years after grafting and is rather more severe
than Lorette’s method so it is very suitable for a small garden. In
2010 one of these pears, a Sierra, cropped, but I did not know how it
had been pollinated and so I researched the pollination of pear
trees.
All pear trees are self-sterile and have to be fertilized by a tree of a different variety. Some pear trees
have three sets of chromosomes instead of only two, they are called triploids, and like all other pear
trees they have to receive pollen from another tree. But in their case two pollen tubes are necessary for
the fertilization of each ovule instead of only one. The pollen from a triploid tree is sterile and useless.
It does not appear necessary to have two different pollen donors, the same tree will do but it will have
to donate twice as much pollen, and as the triploid pollen is sterile the donor tree cannot be fertilized
by the triploid, hence the need for another tree of a different variety.
The next problem is that pear-trees bloom at different times. In Crawford, the Directory of Pear
Cultivars, most trees bloom from day 10 to day 20, and this year in B.C. the season has been
compressed by the bad weather and many of them are blooming at once. In Surrey I have blossom on
Duchess, Vicar, Bosc, Sierra, & Doyenne de Comice all within one week, the problem was how to
pollinate them as there are few insects around and hardly any bees. The Internet came to my aid. A
Chinese article, fortunately translated, described the collection of pollen and the hand pollination of the
trees. It is rumoured that the bees have been killed by pesticides and have been replaced by peasants,
the men-folk climb the trees to the topmost branches and the ladies fertilize those at ground level; a
large crop of pears results.

First find your pollen donor! This was an old pear tree on a derelict lot on 70A Avenue, the blossoms
were just open and the stamens were intact, mahogany in colour, and had not discharged their pollen;
when they do so they become little black pin-points. I cut these off with fine scissors into a closed metal
box, kept it overnight which allowed the stamens to ripen. Next morning I had my pollen. After that
the tin was kept cool. Each morning for seven days I became a bee with a paintbrush and dusted all my
blooms . Only time will tell whether I have been successful!
However there is yet another problem.
Comice is believed to be the best flavoured
pear, I had two trees in England for 20 years
and never saw a fruit, and a friend has an
unproductive tree in Burnaby. Has anyone
ever had a crop off Comice? The Internet
articles say that the Comice ovule dies after
about 4 days and cannot be fertilized after
that; also to complicate matters further it
takes from 3 to 10 days for the pollen tube to
grow down the style to the ovule, the
growth rate depends on the air temperature,
being fastest at 15 degs. I will just have to
wait and see whether I have overcome these
problems by hand pollination, and I will
provide a follow up report in the Fall.

PROVIDED BY SHEREE PALMER, WHO WAS AVAILABLE

IN THE GARDEN ON

MAY’S

MEMBERS DAY

Call for volunteers:
The executive of the Darts Hill Garden Society are looking for people who can open and close
the garden on Members days. Duties entail unlocking the gate on 170th street, and unlocking
the gate leading into the garden ½ hour before our members day begins, and then closing all the
gates ½ hour after the event. If you are interested, please connect with one of the contacts on
the back page of this newsletter.
Thank you.
I would like to sincerely thank all of you who
helped arrange and took part in my retirement
occasion.
It was a very enjoyable evening for me;
sharing it with so many good friends, at a
great venue, with the bonus of a beautiful
sunset.
Thank you so much for the very generous
gifts, the excellent buffet supper and I shall
especially cherish the sign-in book full of your
good wishes.
I do hope to be seeing many of you as time
goes on.

Graham Laine

This photo of Graham, Francisca and Gus was taken a
number of years ago, at our Meet and Greet area.

If you get the opportunity to walk along the
driveway, look closely at the small white flowers
of the Erica arborea – photo taken May 23, 2011

Acer palmatum ‘Villa Taranto’ in
bed 33 – photo May 23, 2011

"There's so much humanity in a love of trees, so much nostalgia for our first
sense of wonder, so much power in just feeling our own insignificance when we
are surrounded by nature . . . Yes, that's it: just thinking about trees and their
indifferent majesty and how our love for them teaches us how ridiculous we are
- vile parasites squirming on the surface of the earth - and at the same time how
deserving of life we can be, when we can honour this beauty that owes us
nothing . . . I suddenly felt my spirit expand, for I was capable of grasping the
utter beauty of the trees.‚
This excerpt has been taken from The Elegance of the Hedgehog, by Muriel Barberry and is spoken by one of the
central characters, 12-year-old Paloma:
Provided by Nancy Oike

Sugar the cat
Graham is looking for a home for Francisca's cat, 'Sugar'. He is
white, 11 years old and in very good health. He has up to date Vet.
examinations and shots.
He is independent but friendly when he gets to know you. He
spends most of the time outside now the milder weather is here, but
Graham would suggest keeping him in for a period of time until he
adjusts to his new surroundings. Ideally, it should be some distance
from Darts Hill, to reduce the risk of him trying to return. For more
information please e-mail to grahamlaine-dartshill@hotmail.com
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Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to
ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

