
June 2015 
48th Edition DARTS  H ILL GARDEN  PARK IS  LOCATED  AT  1633 170TH STREET,  SU RREY,  B.C. 

After a one-year hiatus, an Evening of the Arts at Darts is returning to Darts Hill Garden Park with the same 
emphasis on quality art work by local artists and some exciting new features as well.  Please come and bring your 
family and friends - enjoy a rare opportunity to visit the garden on a lovely mid-summer evening. 
 
Participating Artists. . .  
Coordinated by Scarlet Black and Sue Klapwijk,  local artists will gather in the lower pasture area to display and 
sell their creations.  Among the new and returning artists are 
  
Don Francis   Suzanne Erickson 
Wendy Mould   Dana Cromie 
Crescent Beach Photography Club B.C. Bonsai Society 
Elizabeth Carefoot  Tracie Stewart 
Loafing Shed Glass Studio  Rhonda Philips 
Lyn Verra-Lay   Sussanne Hoiberg 
Scarlet Black   David Patterson 
Trudy Davies   Cora Goodyear 
Loreena M. Lee   Audrey Bakewell 
Brass Band Art Group (Cheryl Dick, Sue Klapwijk, Kathy Neudorf, Pat Savage, Susan Howe, and Linda Steele) 
 

A Special Evening of Arts at Darts 

Saturday, June 20,  2015  from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartof.com/portfolio/leoblanchette/illustration/3d-white-artist-icon-with-a-paint-palette-and-brush-103472.html&ei=6edkVfGfAoy1oQTewICYDg&bvm=bv.93990622,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHJfL2gaNbwVbqfRoFQM5KBrAu7Ug&ust=1432762708903956


The event will feature:  
 
• Display and sale of artwork from outstanding local artists  
• Silent auction of artist-painted Adirondack chairs and other items  
• Master Gardeners to answer your gardening questions  
• Darts Hill Guides on hand to enhance your experience  
• Beverage Garden  

 
Join us for a mid-summer evening. Enjoy a beverage, browse local artist displays and enjoy the Caribbean steel 
drums and Spanish guitar of .  
 
New this year. . .  
You'll be able to enjoy a glass of wine while strolling among the artists and garden beds.  Musician, Rossi 
Tzonkov, will entertain with the mellow sounds of Spanish guitar and steel drums.  Novelists and poet will offer 
readings during intermissions. 

Message from the Chair:  NANCY OIKE 

We've had a fine spring season at Darts Hill with a threefold increase in the number of visitors coming 
to the garden for our Saturday Strolls.  How can we explain our newfound popularity?   

Silent Auction. . . 
A very special feature this year will be a silent auction 
of hand-painted Adirondack chairs, donated by some of 
our participating artists.  Chairs will be on display in the 
pasture area. The reserve bid on each chair is $150, 
with additional bids in $25 increments.  Proceeds will 
support the educational activities of the Darts Hill 
Conservancy Trust Society. 

In the first place, we've had better than usual 
weather which has led to many new visitors 
coming out to enjoy the garden.  I'm pleased to see 
a broader demographic than in the past, with a mix 
of young and old, various ethnicities, singles, 
couples, groups of friends, and families.  I 
particularly enjoyed guiding a youth group from 
the church next door - seeing the garden through 

their fresh eyes was quite a treat.  It's also 
gratifying to see many of our regular members 
coming out to the garden more frequently, taking 
advantage of our increased openings. 

Emmanuel Evangelical Covenant Church Youth Group 

http://rossimusic.ca/rossi/Rossi_-_live_music_at_private_parties,weddings,_corporate_functions_and_events_Vancouver.html


 

We've been doing more active promotion of the garden and have been able 

to stretch our advertising budget by joining forces with The Glades.  Stacey 

Rosa, our Partners-in-Parks representative, has put together a series of 

newspaper ads promoting South Surrey's two garden treasures.  With cross-

promotion at each of the gardens, both are reaping the benefits of increased 

visitor numbers. 

 

Also, let's not forget the promotional value of the garden itself.  With recent 

upgrades to the garden hardscapes , the skills and hard work of the City's 

capable gardening staff, and excellent weather conditions, the garden has 

been even more stunning than usual, prompting first-time visitors to return 

and bring their friends. 

 

And not to omit the obvious - with increase in housing and the opening of the freeway on- and off- ramps at 

16th Avenue, we've seen a corresponding increase in number of drive-bys, their occupants glimpsing the 

garden over the fences and coming back for a closer look.  Whatever the reason, we're happy to see even 

more people enjoying this special garden that Francisca and Edwin Darts created. 

 

June will feature more Saturday Strolls on the 6th, 13th, and 27th.  Note that there is no Saturday Stroll on 

June 20, as it's being replaced by Arts at Darts from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Details of the event can be found further 

on in this newsletter.   

 

Please make a note that our July Members' Day, July 19, is on a Sunday.  Also in July is the City of Surrey's 

Sounds of Summer at Darts Hill on July 27 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.; doors open at 5.  See a listing of all Sounds 

of Summer events at . 

 

I'll leave you with a short quote from Leonard Nimoy:   (Thanks to volunteer, Jane Robinson, for providing it.) 

 

A life is like a garden.  Perfect moments can be had but not preserved. 

 

Message from the Chair, continued…. 

Madison Klink, Saturday  Stroll rep 

O UR  PARKING  LOT HAS  AN  ADDRESS .   

Darts Hill Garden Park is comprised of 3 pieces of property: 
The historic property is addressed 1660 168 Street.  Mrs. 
Darts lived at and used this address.  The property to the 
north of the historic garden - the old Yoshi property – has an 
address of 1680 168 Street, which we do not use except for 
volunteer parking.  The piece of property which contains the 
main parking lot - on 170th Street - now has an address:  
1633 170 Street. 
  
This address, 1633 170 Street,  can be used to ‘map your 
route’ to the garden, or to give to agencies such as Taxi 
companies and Handy Dart. 

1633 170 Street 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER, ANNE  S PRUNG  –  COORDINATOR  

MEMBERSHIP@DARTSHILL .CA   
 
 

Photo from Scarlett’s blog 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SATURDAY JUNE 13 

11- 3 PM 
 

ARTS AT DARTS 
SATURDAY JUNE 20 

4 – 8:30 PM 
 

SATURDAY STROLLS 
JUNE 6, 13 & 27 

11 – 3 PM 
 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
SUNDAY JULY 19 

11- 3 PM 
 

SOUNDS OF SUMMER 
MONDAY JULY 27 

6:30 – 8 PM 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

Renewal forms can be found on our    

Mailing address for renewals is:   2131 131A Street, Surrey V4A 8Y8 

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is a member of the 
British Columbia Council of Garden Clubs. We continue to post 
their newsletters online for our members. Go to 

Schisandra rubriflora 

Hello to all our members, those who we see in the garden 
regularly, and those who only visit on occasion.   
 
I wanted to make you aware that with the change from Sundays 
to Saturdays in the busy spring months, we are seeing  many 
more of you attend the garden on these Saturday Strolls.  
 
It is becoming very enlightening to see such an increase in 
visitors on Saturdays.  The numbers attending the garden has 
dramatically increased, from as little as 15 to over 100 most 
Saturdays. Members are welcome to all our Saturday Strolls 
with a reminder that they continue in June then again in 
September. But rest assured, we still encourage you to attend 
the members’ day events as we organise special guests for your 
entertainment. 
 
Just a note:  the house is open to members after one of the 
special tours and there is usually hot coffee, tea and a snack 
available. 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER, cont inued…..  

 
 

 

 
 

MARCH’S MEMBERS’ DAY 

 
 

 
Mystery plant for May 2015 
I am a tall deciduous tree from southern China. .I am best known for my 12-20 cm long 
flowing white flowers or bracts that hang from my branches. I am often called the 
handkerchief tree. Can you find me in the garden? I am Davidia involucrata 

JUNE’S MEMBERS’ DAY  

 
 

 

APRIL’S MEMBERS’ DAY 

We had a celebration for Francisca's birthday on March 15th. A birthday cake was 
enjoyed by the volunteers and the 15 members who toured the garden with the 
Birding expert Al Schulze, a Naturalist who filled in for our usual Birding Lynn 
Pollard.  

Our June members’ day tour will be held on June 13th.  You won’t want to miss the 
Medicinal Plants tour in the garden by our own guide, and expert,  Rosemary Wald.  And 
as this is also National Garden day, our mystery plant will be an extra special find! 

Mystery plant for March 2015 
I am a short tree in bloom. I am from an ancient genus, found in fossils 90 million years ago.  My 
carpels are tough to protect them from pollinating beetles. This variety has flowers 10-12 inches 
across. They are bowl shaped pale pink on the outside and white inner. Brownish red stamens in 
the center of the flower. This tree has many petals on the ground around the tree. This hybrid 
came from New Zealand. Can you find me amongst all the other magnolias flowering in the 
garden?  I am Magnolia iolanthe 

Our Members’ tour in April was a special Rhododendron tour by one of our fabulous guides and Board chair, Nancy 
Oike. The tour focused on some of the unusual Rhododendrons in the garden and answered 
the question of what the difference was between a Rhododendron and an Azalea. 

Our Members’ tour in May was an enlightening session led by our own photo blogger Scarlett Black. There were 2 
parts to the tour, how to frame a flower and composition of a shot, including the lighting. 
And a big thank you to all of our FABULOUS volunteer guides. 

MAY’S MEMBERS’ DAY 

Mystery plant for April 2015 
Look UP, I am a large 60 foot narrow pyramidal evergreen conifer. I am native to the Caucasus 
and Northern Turkey. I have small dark green evergreen needles that are 6-8 mm long. They are 
sharp, stiff and square.  The new growth cones are bright red 10 cm long and cylindrical.  My 
lumber is used for construction, furniture and flooring. I have a large vine climbing up my 
branches, and am near the house. I am Picea orientalis, or oriental spruce. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  HAND-WRITTEN NOTES FROM THE JOURNALS OF ED AND FRANCISCA  

 -  As found, transcribed and provided by Nancy Armstrong 

I wonder if that required smile might just be the pleasure of finally receiving that academic recognition 

that circumstances denied her those many years ago. What do you think might have made her smile? 

Now that May has come and gone, I was reminded of this being the 

time of graduations and related ceremonies. While walking on the 

campus at UBC, there were dozens of graduates celebrating with 

their families and having their photos taken on their special day.  

 

When Francisca was 86, on May 24, 2002 she had a similar special 

day. She was recognized by Kwantlen University College and 

received an Honorary Doctor of  Laws (Honoris  Causa). Her 

address to the students is an important piece of the Archives. While 

the address is somewhat formal, I have included her first words 

after she had been honored and came to the podium. They sound 

like Francisca. Why the smile? Reading her speech may provide at 

least one explanation. 



The SAGA of the Acer macrophyllum 
 

What a day May 21 was, the day our story begins but NOT the day it ends.   
 
Ross Williams arrived first, when the head Gardener Ken Warren came up to share some news. Seems 
that the City had continued to assess the very large multi-trunked Acer macrophyllum close to the 
propagation beds. The safety of our volunteers working in this area is the City's utmost concern. It 
was determined that there is significant decay in the Acer which required it to be removed. There was 
also an active bee nest in the tree which would have to be dealt with before the tree removal.   
 
Unfortunately, a large section of the plunge beds had to be temporarily relocated so that no plants 
would be damaged during the tree work. The tree work schedule was set for Thursday, May 28. The 
section was indeed LARGE and everything EAST of the center steps going up to the plunge area had to 
be moved!  
 
Thursday we began moving as much as we could, even relocating permanently a large number of the 
plants to the West of the steps. All the moving was done with an eye to not disrupting the attractive 
look of the area for Saturday's plant sale, so we set up tables behind the holly hedge and moved most 
of the stored plants that were not involved in the plant sale. Then on Saturday, tired as we were after 
the sale was over we moved many more of the plants. Unable to complete the move, some of us 
agreed to be back on Monday to finish the job.  



Monday … RAIN! But we persevered. Our job was complete and the rest of the story is all about the 
tree removal. The photo of the Maple in the center behind the bit of fencing includes Sanne 
Dryborough in the lower right for a sense of scale. This was a humungous tree, 80 feet tall with 
seven trunks and many large limbs hanging way to the south almost to the Tractor Road up the hill to 
the house.  
 
There was a crew of three. Gordon made all the decisions, climbed the tree and cut it down bit by 
bit with his chain saw. The precision of where the limbs and logs were dropped was amazing. I found 
the entire procedure fascinating and was sorry I was unable to spend more time watching it 
beginning to end. 

As the tree was being cut away, the other two workers 
were assisting Gordon by sending the rope anchored to 
a near by tree back for attaching to the sections being 
cut away and removing these sections for feeding the 
chipper which spewed the chips out into the native 
area of the property. The tree was so large that taking 
away the chips would have required many trips to the 
dump and would have extended the tree removal to 
several days. Even with the chips staying on the 
property the removal took two long days.  
 
The last photo with some of the trunks still standing 
illustrates the immense size of the tree and the decay 
that required its removal.  



PROPAGATION GROUP PLANT SALES IN ACTION!! 

GUIDES 



A typical Propagation Group work session 

HERON PARK Spring Clean Up  

There was a great turnout on a Saturday in April - for the Heron Park clean-up.  The edges were cut; everything 
weeded; over enthusiastic specimens dug up for propagation; and bark mulch spread.  All accomplished in a 
couple of hours.  

Photos by Jane Robinson 



SPECIAL TREES OF DARTS HILL 
Tree: Umbellularia californica 
 Headache tree, balm of heaven, California 

bay, California laurel,  
Family:  Lauraceae 
Bed: 12 
 
Note:  rarely grown in this area.  Range:  SW Oregon & 
California 
 
California-laurel (Umbellularia californica) is the most 
valued and best publicized hardwood species in the 
Western United States. It is a monotypic, broadleaved 
evergreen with many common names, including bay, 
laurel, California-bay, Oregon-myrtle, myrtlewood, 
Pacific-myrtle, spice-tree, and pepperwood (50). The 
names are derived from leaf, fruit, or wood 
characteristics and also from some similarities often 
mistaken for relationships with the myrtle and laurel 
trees of the Mediterranean area.     http://www.na.fs.fed.us 

Tree: Pterocarya fraxinifolia 
 Chinese wing nut,  
Family:  Juglandaceae 
Bed: South Magnolia walk 
 
Note:  Exceedingly rare;  Range:  Caucasus, N. 
Persia. 
 
On hot summer days, you need a large, spreading 
tree to lie under. But what if you don't have any 
established specimens, and need some large trees, 
fast? Look no further than Pterocarya fraxinifolia, 
the Caucasian wingnut, a relative of the walnut 
named for the distinctive wings on its nut-like fruit.  
 

Http://www.telegraph.co.u
k/gardening 







Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership 

with the City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Chair:  chair@dartshill.ca 
Membership Coordinator:   membership@dartshill.ca 
Guide Coordinator: tours@dartshill.ca 
Editor of The Oracle: newsletter@dartshill.ca   604-594-8507 
Propagation:   propagation@dartshill.ca   

MAILING ADDRESS:  PLEASE SEE THE INFORMATION ON OUR MEMBERSHIP PAGES. 

We had two brand new volunteers the day we had to move over ½ of  
the plants for the removal of the Acer macrophyllum. Marilyn and 
Dwayne Lung had a trial by fire! What an introduction to being a 
propagation committee volunteer. They were great and worked as long 
and as steadily as the old hands who were there that day. Delighted, 
when they returned at the next work session where we had such a good 
response it was possible to take on some jobs that we had put off doing. 
  
Because of the two Alpine beds and the improved access with the new 
steps leading directly to the Tufa bed the areas around the house and 
the shack are getting greatly increased use by the public. Clearly we 
needed to clean up the large bed next to the east side of the house. Val 
Mackay, who has not missed one work session since she began 
volunteering this Spring, started deadheading the Rhododendron by the 
backdoor and Marilyn and Dwayne, after finishing one task, joined her.  

NEW VOLUNTEERS  ENJOYING THEIR TASK!   P R O V I D E D  B Y  N A N C Y  A R M S T R O N G  

The bed was almost totally covered with climbing 
Hydrangea shoots and other undesirable plants, even 
a Salmonberry volunteer. Hours later, after Dwayne 
toted up many wheelbarrows of plants to the 
compost area and Ross Williams brought down 
almost as many loads of bark mulch the bed is a 
pleasure to behold. What a lot of work and how much 
these four volunteers are appreciated for making this 
happen. 

http://pixshark.com/hip-hip-hurrah.htm

