
May 2014 
44th Edition 

DARTS  H ILL GARDEN  PARK IS  LOCATED  ON  16TH AVE.  AT  170TH STREET,  

SU RREY,  B.C. 

A new season of public openings has begun at Darts Hill, kicked off with the first of the 

Saturday Strolls on April 5.  I'd like to acknowledge the work of our volunteers, 

community groups, and City of Surrey staff, all working together to make the garden 

more accessible and enhance our visitors' experience. 

 

 A very successful Spring Open House on April 24 welcomed 550 visitors who were able 

to enjoy Francisca's garden in its spring splendor despite the weather being a mixed bag 

of sunshine, showers, and a couple of downpours. 

   

The April 24 Open House  showcased work that has been done recently  by volunteer 

groups in the garden - the native plant demonstration area, the addition of a couple of 

hundred tiny new plants in the Alpine Garden Club bed, the new compost demonstration 

area, and even a new pathway and rockery recently uncovered by the Propagation Team.  

Leading up to the event, the Propagation Team  held regular work parties to ensure its 

plant sale was the professional, well-organized event that the public has come to expect.   

They've generated over $2,100 already this year to support the garden.  Also, at the Open 

House, Guides were visible in the garden in their pink pashminas, ready to provide both 

scheduled and impromptu tours; and our Meet and Greet team provided information and 

a cheerful greeting at the welcome tent. 

 

As part of our Spring Open Houses, Darts Hill's participation in Surrey's Environmental 

Extravaganza has been gradually expanding.  This year we welcomed The Friends of 

Semiahmoo Bay Society who provided information on native plants and the Society's 

many environmental activities; the 3B Honeybee Company with a popular display of 

hives and tastes of honey; the Master Gardeners who provided gardening advice; and 

Darts Hill volunteers Linda Stanley Wilson with compost demonstrations throughout the 

day, and Celeste Paley with information on invasive species.  All of these activities serve 

to attract new visitors  and return visits to the garden. 
Continued….. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:  Nancy Oike 



Upcoming special events  include our May 24 Open House, from 10 to 4, and  our first annual 

Garden Festival on June 28.  The Garden Festival will replace Arts at Darts this year; it's a 

daytime family-oriented event which we hope will attract the growing population of families 

in our neighbouring South Surrey area and throughout the Lower Mainland.   It will feature 

artists, music, family games, garden-related displays, and even food trucks.  Further details 

will be available on our website over the coming weeks. 

 

Another very special event is being organized by Surrey Partners-in-Parks staff - a free concert 

of Celtic music at Darts Hill on July 16, as part of Surrey's popular Sounds of Summer series.  

Gates open at 5:00; concert from 6:30 to 8:00.  See the City of Surrey website for further details 

on the series, . 

 

We need lots of new volunteers for our ongoing activities and special events - a great 

opportunity to spend more time in the garden among a group of friendly people who are just 

happy to be there.  Check out Volunteer Opportunities on our website and contact us at 

updates@dartshill.ca.  You'll be glad you did! 

 

OUR WEBSITE:   

FACEBOOK PAGE: 

BLOG: 

Schisandra rubriflora is a deciduous Climber 

growing to 6 m (19ft) by 6 m (19ft) at a 

medium rate.  

 

It is hardy to zone 8 and is frost tender. It 

is in flower from Apr to May, and the 

seeds ripen from Sep to October. The 

flowers are dioecious (individual flowers 

are either male or female, but only one sex 

is to be found on any one plant so both 

male and female plants must be grown if 

seed is required).  The plant is not self-

fertile. The common name is the Chinese 

Magnolia Vine. 

You will find our S. rubriflora in bed 7A, east 
– look up! 

http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/13488.aspx
http://www.dartshill.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/DartsHillGarden
http://dartshillgarden.wordpress.com/


With their lavish, fragrant, brightly coloured May-borne flowers and lush foliage, peonies are 

familiar plants in the garden. The cultivated herbaceous types, while beautiful, are also 

troublingly susceptible to grey-mould (Botrytis), and are thus best grown in the open with 

plenty of sun and air circulation. However, not all species die down to the ground in the winter 

like the common herbaceous border peony. A group of East Asian species, the so-called tree 

peonies, produce woody stems and are better suited to woodland conditions. Two common 

species at Darts Hill are Delavay's peony and the Tibetan peony. 

PEONIES IN MAY, as provided by Douglas Justice 

Paeonia delavayi is a clustering shrub from the 

dry oak and pine forests of western China. It 

spreads to form colonies of stems about 1.5 m 

tall. The beautiful flowers are 6 to 10 cm wide, 

composed of four to thirteen overlapping, 

papery petals, in shades of bright yellow, orange 

or scarlet, often with a red or purple blotch at the 

base. 

Paeonia ludlowii (Tibetan peony) is a handsome, yellow flowered tree peony known only from a 

small area of SE Xizang (Tibet). It grows to more than 3 metres, has large compound leaves with 

narrow, jagged bright green leaflets and rich yellow, 8-cm-diameter flowers.  

The Tibetan peony has a limited natural 

distribution and is threatened in habitat 

because plants are often dug up to harvest 

the root bark, which is used in folk 

medicine. In gardens and in the trade, this 

peony is confused with various yellow-

flowered selections of P. delavayi, and is 

often known under the name P. lutea—a 

name of no botanical standing.  

The fruit of all peony species is an aggregate of short, bean-like pods, arranged like a five-

pointed jester’s hat.  



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  HAND-WRITTEN NOTES FROM THE JOURNALS OF ED 
AND FRANCISCA 

As found and provided by Nancy Armstrong 

Even though we have a limited number of entries from which to choose I always have a difficult 
time making a selection. Have chosen three entries from early January when Francisca was 
nearly 41 and Ed about 53. As always, her limitless energy and work ethic shine through. Also 
her willingness to move about plants of any size to find the perfect location. 

The prune orchard was 300, or 200 as Francisca has mentioned different 
numbers  … but surely a LOT of Prunus cocmilia (Italian prune plums). 
 
• Apiosporina morbosa (Black spot) A common and often serious 

disease of plum and prune trees. 
 

Continued on following page..... 



FROM THE ARCHIVES:  CONTINUED... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Juglans regia ‘Broadview’ is a compact hardy variety, rarely damaged by 
frost and relatively fast into production – usually within three years. 
 

* Prunus x subhirtella ‘Autumnalis rosea’ (Winter 
flowering cherry) is a very hardy small deciduous 
tree of spreading habit with pale pink, semi-
double flowers opening during mild weather from 
late autumn to early spring. 

* Castanea mollissima (Chinese chestnut) If growing this tree at least in part for 
its edible nuts, planting more than one tree facilitates cross-pollination and 
generally produces a more abundant nut crop. The large chestnut below the 
shack is a Castanea sativa which produces catkins and apparently seeds, but 
they are always empty or nearly so. Not sure why but Francisca told me once 
it was because there was only one tree. From my reading I think it more 
likely it is related to the climate and the location. It takes 30 years from seed 
for the tree to bear.  



Darts Hill has a growing collection of yellow 

magnolias and this spring they seemed particularly 

lovely.  On gray days especially, they seem to pop in 

the landscape and demand attention. 

Yellow Magnolias  

 

 

 

 

 

She's the most mature of the yellow magnolias at Darts Hill and has the advantage of gorgeous, 

goblet shaped, primrose yellow scented flowers that seem to hold their shape and not shatter in 

the rain. 

Just across the pathway in Bed 32 is Magnolia  'Carlos," planted earlier this year.  It blooms just 

slightly later than M. 'Elizabeth' and is showing  the greenish yellow of its parent plant. 

 

In the grass border just south of the Magnolia Walk, blooms Magnolia  'Sundance', with  paler 

yellow flowers which become pinkish as the flowers fade.  And just west of the Magnolia Walk 

is M. x denudata 'Butterflies' - a lovely yellow with red stamens. 

 

The latest blooming yellow magnolia is Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Yellow Bird', (in the grassy area 

to the west of Bed 28) with bright pure yellow flowers.  Although the beauty of the flowers is 

diluted somewhat by its emerging leaves, it's a lovely small tree for the garden.   

Bred from Magnolia acuminata for both hardiness and 

colour, the yellow magnolias have gained popularity 

in recent years.  At Darts Hill, the star of the show is 

Magnolia 'Elizabeth' (Bed 34), a cross of M. acuminata 

and M. denudata. She's a favourite of many visitors to 

the garden who refer to her simply as Elizabeth, as in 

"how's Elizabeth doing?" or "Is Elizabeth still in 

bloom?"  

M. ‘Butterflies’ M. ‘Carlos’ M. ‘Elizabeth’ M. ‘Sundance’ 

M. ‘Yellow Bird’ 

Provided by Nancy Oike 



2014 Native Plant Projects 
You saw the "Before" photo of the native plant 

demonstration bed in the Spring edition of The 

Oracle.  And here, just a couple of months later 

are some photos of the "After."  What a 

difference a committed group of volunteers can 

make in just one morning  - but that's after a lot 

of pre-planning and organization  by Andrew 

Prentice and Margaret Cuthbert of the Friends of 

Semiahmoo Bay Society.  On March 22, in a great 

show of teamwork,  volunteers came together 

from Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society, Little 

Campbell Watershed Society,  A Rocha Canada, 

City of Surrey, Darts Hill Trust Society, and the 

South Surrey Garden Club.   

Working together on the Native Loop Trail, they cleaned out non-native species and filled in with a 

wonderful variety of native plants.  Meanwhile, other volunteers were planting up the pre-prepared 

Native Demonstration Bed.  By lunch time, the job was complete and this committed group was able to 

stand back to admire the results. 

 

Now, two months later, the bed is showing fresh green leaves and early flowers.  Be sure to follow 

their progression through the seasons.  Look for new labels and signage over the next few months. 

26 ½ Volunteer Planters 

Dodecatheon pulchellum,  
Few Flowered Shooting Star 

Rhododendron 
macrophyllum, Pacific 

rhodo 

Volunteers at 
work 



PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE 

Heron park, spring clean up 

Graham and Ross moving Tufa 

Hub of activity 
during the 1st 
spring clean up 



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, ANNE  S PRUNG  –  COORDINATOR  

MEMBERSHIP@DARTSHILL .CA   

SUNDAY MAY 18 
11 – 3 PM 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
 

SATURDAY MAY 24 
10 – 4 PM 

OPEN HOUSE AND PLANT 
SALE 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 8  
11 – 3 PM 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28 
 10 – 4 PM 

GARDEN FESTIVAL 
 

SUNDAY JULY 20 
11- 3 PM 

MEMBERS’ DAY 
 
 

Anne has moved.  Please note the new mailing address for 

any members activities, including renewals: 

2131 - 131A  Street , Surrey, BC  V4A 8Y8 . 
 

PAST Members’ day events.  

In March members were on a treasure hunt for leprechaun 

doors with pots of gold provided for those who 

participated. We saw only a dozen or so members 

attending as the weather did not cooperate but the garden 

was wonderful and felt very private for those who found 

their pots of gold! 

 

Scarlet, our photo blogger, gave a tour  and provided 

photography tips to all  participants. 

 

In April we were provided with alpine planting tips by  

specialists from the Alpine Garden Club, who have been 

so wonderful at helping create the new alpine beds. David 

Sellars gave a demonstration on planting saxifraga and 

other alpine plants directly into tufa. The demo took place 

at the newly constructed and planted tufa rock garden just 

southeast of the house. Next visit to the garden, please 

drop by this area to see the two Alpine beds. 

Photo taken from Scarlett's blog 



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, cont inued…..  

 
 

 

MAY 18- Members’ day:  11:00 – 3:00 pm 

Do not miss a demonstration by the Taoist Tai Chi groups of White Rock and Langley.  The 
demo will be in the pasture area from 11:30 to 1:00. 
 
Please come by and watch the graceful movements. Questions are welcomed after the 
demonstration. 

 
 

UPCOMING IN 2014:  

March mystery plant:   

We did not have a mystery plant in March, but had Leprechaun doors on 12 trees - visitors were 

asked to bring back the names of those trees. The 12 doors were scattered throughout the garden. 

Trillium sessile 

April mystery plant: 

I am a perennial woodland 12 inch tall spring 

wildflower. I am native to the eastern USA. I like damp 

shady places. I am foul smelling. I have 3 mottled 4 inch 

Hosta like leaves, and a single 3 petal red flower nestled 

in the middle. I do not often transplant well but my 

rhizome spreads the plants into a clump. I need ants, 

beetles or flies to pollinate. I am poisonous. I am known 

as toadshade. Who am I?                 Trillium sessile      

 
 
JUNE 8 – MEMBERS’ DAY:  11:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
We will be trying something new - self-guided tours similar to those organised at Van Dusen 
garden. This tour will be based on geologic history of plants done by Sally Maclachlan and Jaki 
De Pape. Taking us through the ages from pre-Cambrian, Devonian, Triassic, Jurassic, 
Cretaceous  time periods. Come and find out which of your favourite plants is the oldest in 
time.  What types of plants in the garden were around when the dinosaurs roamed? 

 

UPCOMING MEMBERS’ DAYS ACTIVITIES include a native garden demonstration to explain 
the new plantings by the meet and greet area, as well as the possibility of a quilt show in the 
garden. Stay tuned or check our website to find out further dates. 



SPECIAL TREES OF DARTS HILL 
Tree: Glyptostrobus pensilis 
 Chinese deciduous cypress, Chinese 

water pine,  
Family:  Cupressaceae 
Bed: 28 
 
Notes:     One of the rarest trees in the garden.  
Planted in 1992.  The one in Bed 28 is labelled G. 
lineatus, which is listed in a USDA website as a 
syn. Of G. pensilis.  No plant by either name is 
included in Francisca’s notes. 

Tree: Cunninghamia lanceolata ‘Glauca’ 
 Blue Chinese fir 
Family: Cupressaceae 
Bed:  5 
 
Notes: Grown from a cutting from Keith Wade 
and planted in 1977.  Also found in Bed 34 



MY ORPHAN AZALEA – by Scot Henney, Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 
This story has already appeared in the Fraser South Society newsletter and has been 
graciously provided for our enjoyment. 

It hasn't a name.  It appeared with no more fanfare 

than greeted Ernest on his arrival in a handbag at 

Victoria Station.  There is no record of when and how 

it was deposited in my garden.  Over several years it 

has grown to portray a personality that says  "I am 

worthy to be regarded for myself, whether I have a 

name or not."  Faced with its forthright presence, the 

least I can do is to try to discover what its true name 

should be. 

In May 2012 I took a spray of flowers to the Fraser South Rhododendron Society's annual show.  There 

was general interest in the flower’s unusual colouring. No-one there suggested a name for my azalea, 

but Sue Klapwicz who I had known for several years as an expert grower and vendor at club sales, 

said she would ask a knowledgeable friend.   Sue  took home the spray and by her special  magic 

produced several cuttings from the by now wilting clipping.   Only one cutting survived, but it proved 

to be a vigorous plant.  The picture ‘unknown azalea’ is of the first flowering of the plant and is by 

permission of Sue Klapwicz.  Sue is now taking and propagating cuttings from the original 

survivor.            

Sue's friend suggested  ‘Kasa-no-yuki’.  On a bonsai 
related site (bonsaispecials.nl) I found a photograph and 
its description as a Satsuki azalea.  I thought the stripes 
were too broad and diffuse  so I looked further and 
began by seeking general information on evergreen 
azaleas.   
 

In Japan evergreen azaleas have been hybridized for 

hundreds of years. In North America in the twentieth 

century there has been great activity by hybridizers.  

Groups of hybrids are listed under such names as Glenn 

Dale, Robin Hill, Bowie Mill and Deckert.   

The flowers of my evergreen azalea are distinctive, being what one might describe as "candy striped", 

red on white.  It is low-growing, less than three feet in five years. The leaves are evergreen, small and 

dark green. It is somewhat tender, having been cut back twice in severe cold weather.  Flowers are 

medium sized, about two and a half inches across, and prolific.  Flowering time is late April to early 

May. 

The names of more than 10,000 of these hybrids are registered.  The hybridizers experimented widely 

in choosing from species azaleas and hybrids as parents.   

Unknown azalea 

A. ‘Kasa-no-yuki’ 



Looked on the internet for photographs of azaleas with similar colouring to mine, I found 'Ben 

Morrison' and 'Antoinette Martin'.  The pictures are by permission, from the www.pbase.com/azalea 

society web site devoted to azalea pictures. 

I found ‘striped azalea’ on a private website for friends and relatives featuring a southern California the 

garden.  My enquiries led to an engaging email correspondence with the owner.  The pictures ‘striped 

azalea’ and ‘bonsai azalea’ are by permission of the owner. 

Ben Morrison 

A Glenn Dale hybrid, propagated by Ben Morrison but 

introduced by the US Dept. of Agriculture, parentage 

unknown.  Is said to be columnar in  habit, blooming mid 

to late May.    

Antoinette Martin 

A Klimavicz hybrid.  Joe Klimavicz  based in Vienna 

Virginia has been hybridizing since the late 1980s.  In the 

Azalea Society notes it was described as a cross between 

‘Festive’ and ‘Satellite’, introduced in 2013.                     

The plant was bought in 2008 or 2009. as a remnant with no tag from a nursery no longer in existence.  

Flowering time in southern California is January - February.  The leaves are said to match a detailed 

description I had sent.     

After reviewing the pictures from the internet, I concluded that Ben Morrison was too tall and late 

flowering, but that Antoinette Martin and ‘striped azalea’ were by appearance, distinct possibilities.  

Against Antoinette Martin is its introduction date which is several years after ‘unknown azalea’ and 

‘striped azalea’ were acquired. When Sue looked at the picture of ‘striped azalea’, she said "Mmm!" 

which I interpreted as "Yes - this is it".  So perhaps we have found a clone of my azalea, itself without a 

name. 

Ben Morrison 

A. ‘Striped Azalea’ 

In comparing the photographs the 

question of colour accuracy seems very 

important.  Should I discount a picture 

because the flower is orangey red, rather 

than the purple red of another possible 

choice?  I have tried to obtain the most 

authentic pictures for this article, but 

some doubt must remain based on the 

limitations of photography.  
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Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization 
working in partnership with the City of Surrey to ensure the 

preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park. 

Bearing in mind that there are thousands of named hybrid evergreen azaleas and many more thousands 

un-named, it seems that the only chance of establishing a name would be to have both known and 

unknown flower and leaf specimens in hand.  Then by careful inspection and reference to plant size and 

form, an identification might be possible.  Even it were possible to arrange such a comparison, who but 

the original hybridizer could guarantee that the supposed named hybrid was indeed truly named?   It 

would be a different matter if we were dealing with species azaleas, when a key might be followed and 

a precise identification made. 

  

Should someone have a plant similar to mine, I give further details which might help in confirming that 

a match is possible.  in January I examined leaves stems and the one calyx remaining on my plant.  The 

leaves are up to one and a half inches long and are slightly obovate.  Under a magnifying glass I saw 

that the leaves had sparsely occurring hairs on upper and lower surfaces and also hairs projecting out 

from the leaf edges.  The new wood leading to the calyx was densely clad with hairs.  On Sue's plant she 

observed petal-like doubling of the calyx.  

Scot Henney 

The versatility of small-leafed evergreen azaleas is 

demonstrated by the history of ‘striped azalea’. Quoting from 

the owner’s email: “It was growing in the ground for a season, 

then I decided to move it into a pot. There was a tiny portion of 

the plant that had self-layered from the parent plant, so I made 

it into a bonsai.  It has grown in a windswept style and is about 

3 inches high".   

Now I can look at my azalea and say,  " I have done my best to 

give you a name.  I know you better now than I did before.  You 

remain in my affectionate regard whether or not you remain an 

orphan of unknown parentage." 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Chair:  updates@dartshill.ca 
Membership Coordinator:   membership@dartshill.ca 
Guide Coordinator: tours@dartshill.ca 
Editor of The Oracle: newsletter@dartshill.ca 
Propagation:   propagation@dartshill.ca
   


