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Message from the Chair: Nancy Oike

At the Board Meeting on April 9, | was very pleased to
acceptthe position of Chair of the Darts Hill Conservancy
Trust Society The bar has been set very high by past
chairs Douglas Justice, Susan Murray, and Linda Stanley
Wilson. I'm somewhat awed by the responsibility, but
eager to meet the challenges of leadership as the garden
moves forward - sadly, without the presenceof Francisca
Darts.

At arecent strategic planning session,the Board affirmed the following guiding principles asa
focus for its work over the coming year: to involve the community, to focus on horticultural

education, to grow the membership, and to build the endowment fund. Over the next few
weeks, we'll be developing our specific goals and objectives. Thesewill be shared with you in
our next issue.

We are sorry to say good-bye to Susan Murray, who retired as the Board's post-secondary
education representative due to her impending retirement from the Horticulture Department
of Kwantlen University College. We wish Susana happy retirement and hope to seeher back
at Darts Hill as a volunteer, putting her horticultural knowledge and experience to good use.
Susanwill be replaced by Douglas Justice, Associate Director & Curator of Collections at the
U.B.C. Botanical Gardens. We are happy to welcome Douglas back to the Board.

One of our recently-elected directors, Robin Fraser, is preparing for a move to Victoria and is
therefore stepping down from the Board - bestwishes for a happy relocation, Robin.

We now have a Board vacancy and a need for a volunteer who has experience in fund raising

or marketing and who would like to help the Board fulfill its mandate to raise funds for the
garden. Pleasecontact me at noike@shawcaif you can help.




NEW INTERPRETATIVE SIGNAGE AT THE GARDEN

Have you noticed the new signage around the garden? A small group of volunteers, under the direction of
Nikki Higgs from the City of Surrey, started working together last winter to produce them. Ideas were
brought forth, centered around the history of Mr. & Mrs. Darts and the development of the garden.
Historical files and photos were examined and discussedresulting in alarge amount of potential information
for the signs. Then beganthe hard work of whittling it down to the most important and the most interesting
facts. Once this was decided upon, Nikki went to work putting the information together, along with the
chosenphotos, resulting in the final product, which you can seeplaced around the garden in strategic places.

Watch for more signage, hopefully later this year, which will give horticultural information about selected
plants.

This  information
has been provided
by Carol Wong, a
volunteer on the
sighage committee.

A Living Legacy

One Woman'’s Vision

A Plantsman’s Garden

Francisca was fascinated with plants, the rare, unusual
and unique and her enthusiasm was contagious. Francisca had such a love for plants that she created
a collection garden - a plantsman'’s garden.

Created by Francisca Darts with the dedicated support
of her husband Edwin, Darts Hill Garden Park is a
showcase of 60 years of devotion, hard work and a pure
love of horticulture.

d b

oy Dusiiggey

1- One Woman's Vision - by parking lot to greet visitors and introduce them to Darts Hill

2- Plantsman’s Garden - in bed in front of washrooms - introducing a Plantsman garden and a gentler, more welcoming approach to visiting the
garden (do’s and don'ts)

- Weekend Project - just below and in view of shed (the original house)

Dynamite - in perennial bed, viewing down over the field to put emphasis on size of area the Darts needed to clear, and the scope of their project

Orchards to Ornamentals - in bed next to bench, with view angling down through hazelnut row and over the entire old orchard site

- Living Legacy - in bed next to bench, angling up so you look and see the whole garden view. One of Francisca’s favourite benches and garden
views.
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Celebratiomafilife fomFrancisca Dartsts
A Thank<YowRromThe<Qrganizing: Committeece
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On a beautiful sunny afternoon, with the garden in s ™
full  bloom, friends and family joined us in
Celebration of %U E O E Difé EMayot) Dianne Watts
opened up the May 4™ Celebration by acknowledging
%U E O E Bignifiagt tontribution to the City and
spoke graciously of % U E O E Bfé) & eomplishments.
We were treated to special reminiscences by
%U E O E BrigrieiE€ antd garden supporters, Douglas
Justice from the UBC Botanical Gardens and Owen
Croy, Manager of Parks for the City of Surrey, both
also longtime members of the Darts Hill Garden

Board of Directors.
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It was truly a special treat to have
Charlie Sale and Margaret Charlton
share some of their memories of
Francisca Their love for Francisca
and the garden was evident in the
way they spoke and in the many
shared experiences that they have
had with Francisca Charlie also
served as an invaluable guide in
planning our Celebration. We thank
him somuch for his guidance.

Mayor Dianne Watts, Charlie Sale , Douglas Justice , MargaretCharlton,
JeffHector , Linda Stanley Wilson, Owen Croy and Don Martyn

Wrapping up our SpeakersList was Jeff Hector from SurreyCares (formerly The Surrey Foundation) to
which  Francisca was a founding supporter. Francisca bequeathed a total of
$1 Million to the Darts Hill Endowment fund of SurreyCares $200000 during her lifetime, which has
already funded a number of important projects, and now an additional $800000, bringing her legacy
fund to $1 Million .

Thank You To City Staff

Somany individuals played a vital role in putting together this fabulous afternoon. We would like to
thank Darts Hill Gardener Alan Cheung and his staff for all their work to ready the garden for this
event, including preparing the dedication site and the planting of additional magnolias to build on
%U E O E BidibB BfZ Evall of colour? in the lower garden. City staff were busy all over the garden for
several months with projects small and large in preparation not only for the Celebration, but for our
Spring Open Houses and Summer Special Events. We are indebted to them for the many ways in which
they supported our ideas and goals.



A Special Thank You to Don Martyn

We thank Don Martyn for providing a very special Magnoliafraserifor our dedication ceremony (please
readmoreaboutthe magnoliain the following pagef our newsletteJ. Don was able to join us asthe Mayor
and our other speakers contributed the last shovels of soil to complete the planting of the Magnolia
fraseriin bed #48. This very significant planting will be a treasure in the garden for yearsto come and
we all look forward to watching it grow and blossom.

We Could Not Have Done it Without Our Volunteers

Reminders of Franciscacould be found in every corner of the garden, not only in the plant life, but the
many extra touches added by our volunteers. %U E O E Boddfiriez gardener, Graham Laine, put
together a fantastic display of blooms, just as Franciscahad done so many times before when visitors
cameto the garden. Graham was so helpful with many of the tasks that the Organizing Committee had
on our to-do list. Joining Graham in this effort was our Propagation Team--there was no end to their
energy in sprucing up the upper Life Estate area and in readying the house for visitors. We are
enormously grateful for their time and commitment to the garden, most especially Pam Yokome and
RossWilliams .

) Gelebratior
We would also like to thank all of our other Darts volunteers--our )»! ¢ 72V
% ((/'? /(

Guides who were available throughout the day to answer ”4«-25‘ - _
questions and provide informal tours; Lee Bolton Robinson for "“i\;“mf rancisca Maria Darts

1916-2012

taking care of our VIPs; Nancy Armstrong and her team who /’i;;:ﬁ;f\’ Sy 201
greeted visitors to the house; Marlene Gurvich for providing her | ‘w0 Somedbenszooen,
video interview with Franciscato view in the house; and our Board Ymm.mmt:a:::mﬁmmm
Members who played a number of roles leading up to the event. O“JZ,W“ atk

We are also pleased that our neighbour, West Coast Gardens was Vancouver Rho
able to provide us with beautiful planters, gently cascading with g s A g
orchid blooms in shadesof green and white, %U E & £ Eaubfriez ) <™
colours. These lovely planters framed our U x | E Qpodiugn Uand

were just the perfect accessoryon this special occasion @

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Linda Stanley Wilson, Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society

And finally, we thank all of you for joining us at the Celebration of Life for Franciscaand sharing the
day with us. We look forward to reminiscing some more with you in the future . We hope that & O U z C
think about coming out to our Open House on May 25" or perhaps join us at Arts at Darts on the
evening of June18h.

Organizing Committee

Yalda Asadian, Park Partnership coordinator
Marlene Gurvich , Contractor Producer - Shaw TV
Kathy Piccott, Assistant to the Manager of Parks
Darts Hill Garden Guide Emeritus, JamesGood
PastDarts Hill Garden Chair, Linda Stanley Wilson



Magnolia fraseri

. Submitted by Nancy Oike
Fraser Magnolia

Newly planted at the eastern end of Bed 23 is Magnolia fraseri This magnolia, one of Francisca's
favourites, was suggestedby Charlie Saleasarare and special tree, worthy to commemorate Franciscaon
the occasion of her Celebration of Life. Sorare is this tree in cultivation that it was almost impossible to
find. After an exhaustive searchof nursery and internet sources,Darts Hill volunteers learned that Don
Martyn , a long-term friend of Franciscaand fellow plantsman, had a young M. fraserithat he was willing

to donate to the garden.

M. fraseri is native to arestricted area of the Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains
of south easternU.S. The Darts Hill tree hasa significant origin. A true species,Don
grew it from seed that was collected by his friend, Jack Johnson, from a M. fraseri
growing at the south end of Lake Rabun in Rabun County, GA; there were no other
potential hybridizing influences nearby.

The seed was planted in 2009 and germinated the following spring. It M. fraserileaf. = -
. www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/m/
was pot grown for two years and then planted in the ground. Don dug wmafr--Iib5175.jp
the young tree from his home acreageon April 12, 2013 and with the help
of Darts Hill Garden technician, Alan Cheung, planted it the same day at
the easternend of Bed 23. For its bestchanceof survival, it was important
to get the tree into the ground before bud break. The site was chosenfor
its moist soil and protection from harsh sunlight and strong winds. This
tree does bestin dappled shade. It will eventually grow to 30 to 50 feet
high.
Magnoliafraseri is one of agroup known asumbrella magnolias, so called
for their large leaveswhich grow in a cluster at the end of the branches,
resembling an umbrella. By the day of the Celebration, the young leaves
had unfurled, showing their characteristic early reddish colour and
notable "ears" at their base (hence one of its common names, Eared
Magnolia) . The leavesof M. fraseri may grow up to 2 feet long and 8 to
12inchesacross Their fall colour is typically arich, mahogany brown . _
Alan Cheung and Don Martyn planting
M. ashei Photo by Nancy Oike
It will likely start blooming at five to seven years of age. The fragrant,
showy flowers are 8 to 12 inches acrossand appear in May or June They
have 6 to 9 creamy white to yellowish petals. The flowers are followed by

cone-like crimson fruit, about 6 incheslong

On the samerainy day, Don and Alan also planted M. ashei in Bed 23 -
another large-leaved magnolia, which is native to the Florida pan handle.
M fraseriflower. This plant is also a true species,which Don grew from verified seed he

usinggeorgianativeplants.blogspot obtained from Mark Krautman of Heritage Seedlingsof Salem,Oregon.
.com

Thanks, Don, for your generousgifts of the trees,their stories,and your time; they are much appreciated.









http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013















http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clemetis+montana&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Lf_BkB33WMaoXM&tbnid=PNrDx_sF8_r24M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clematis_Montana.jpg&ei=Uc6jUfnKFIKOigLg_oHgDQ&bvm=bv.47008514,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHl4jGRYOxag8xf4LRoa9q0x3CYYA&ust=1369776076066737



http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cryptomeria+japonica+'sekkan-sugi&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fEf_h9ixWisAWM&tbnid=k5uJfe_7d8iD1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bissettnursery.com/nursery/nurs_Cryptomeria.htm&ei=ePGjUcqbBemxiQKx_YHwBg&bvm=bv.47008514,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHwYi2lvvr5oUAfP_pfk-j0TDXmag&ust=1369785075164902









http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sony+memory+card+&source=images&cd=&docid=vaK_MW025qiIDM&tbnid=67AYt501Lk1BfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.letsgomobile.org/en/0600/&ei=FwmZUY_MIqHuigK_ioDwDQ&psig=AFQjCNF8xmx0rfoCEklfCSsSuVOYeHxU8w&ust=1369070160700376

