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Message from the Chair:

Nancy Oike

At the Board Meeting on April 9, I was very pleased to
accept the position of Chair of the Darts Hill Conservancy
Trust Society. The bar has been set very high by past
chairs Douglas Justice, Susan Murray, and Linda Stanley
Wilson. I'm somewhat awed by the responsibility, but
eager to meet the challenges of leadership as the garden
moves forward - sadly, without the presence of Francisca
Darts.
At a recent strategic planning session, the Board affirmed the following guiding principles as a
focus for its work over the coming year: to involve the community, to focus on horticultural
education, to grow the membership, and to build the endowment fund. Over the next few
weeks, we'll be developing our specific goals and objectives. These will be shared with you in
our next issue.

We are sorry to say good-bye to Susan Murray, who retired as the Board's post-secondary
education representative due to her impending retirement from the Horticulture Department
of Kwantlen University College. We wish Susan a happy retirement and hope to see her back
at Darts Hill as a volunteer, putting her horticultural knowledge and experience to good use.
Susan will be replaced by Douglas Justice, Associate Director & Curator of Collections at the
U.B.C. Botanical Gardens. We are happy to welcome Douglas back to the Board.
One of our recently-elected directors, Robin Fraser, is preparing for a move to Victoria and is
therefore stepping down from the Board - best wishes for a happy relocation, Robin.
We now have a Board vacancy and a need for a volunteer who has experience in fund raising
or marketing and who would like to help the Board fulfill its mandate to raise funds for the
garden. Please contact me at noike@shaw.ca if you can help.

NEW INTERPRETATIVE SIGNAGE AT THE GARDEN
Have you noticed the new signage around the garden? A small group of volunteers, under the direction of
Nikki Higgs from the City of Surrey, started working together last winter to produce them. Ideas were
brought forth, centered around the history of Mr. & Mrs. Darts and the development of the garden.
Historical files and photos were examined and discussed resulting in a large amount of potential information
for the signs. Then began the hard work of whittling it down to the most important and the most interesting
facts. Once this was decided upon, Nikki went to work putting the information together, along with the
chosen photos, resulting in the final product, which you can see placed around the garden in strategic places.
Watch for more signage, hopefully later this year, which will give horticultural information about selected
plants.

This
information
has been provided
by Carol Wong, a
volunteer on the
signage committee.

Celebration of Life for Francisca Darts
A Thank You From The Organizing Committee
On a beautiful sunny afternoon, with the garden in
full bloom, friends and family joined us in
Celebration of Francisca’s Life. Mayor Dianne Watts
opened up the May 4th Celebration by acknowledging
Francisca’s significant contribution to the City and
spoke graciously of Francisca’s life accomplishments.
We were treated to special reminiscences by
Francisca’s friends and garden supporters, Douglas
Justice from the UBC Botanical Gardens and Owen
Croy, Manager of Parks for the City of Surrey, both
also longtime members of the Darts Hill Garden
Board of Directors.
It was truly a special treat to have
Charlie Sale and Margaret Charlton
share some of their memories of
Francisca. Their love for Francisca
and the garden was evident in the
way they spoke and in the many
shared experiences that they have
had with Francisca. Charlie also
served as an invaluable guide in
planning our Celebration. We thank
him so much for his guidance.
Mayor Dianne Watts, Charlie Sale , Douglas Justice , Margaret Charlton,
Jeff Hector , Linda Stanley Wilson, Owen Croy and Don Martyn

Wrapping up our Speakers List was Jeff Hector from SurreyCares (formerly The Surrey Foundation) to
which Francisca was a founding supporter. Francisca bequeathed a total
of
$1 Million to the Darts Hill Endowment fund of SurreyCares: $200,000 during her lifetime, which has
already funded a number of important projects, and now an additional $800,000, bringing her legacy
fund to $1 Million.

Thank You To City Staff
So many individuals played a vital role in putting together this fabulous afternoon. We would like to
thank Darts Hill Gardener Alan Cheung and his staff for all their work to ready the garden for this
event, including preparing the dedication site and the planting of additional magnolias to build on
Francisca’s vision of “a wall of colour” in the lower garden. City staff were busy all over the garden for
several months with projects small and large in preparation not only for the Celebration, but for our
Spring Open Houses and Summer Special Events. We are indebted to them for the many ways in which
they supported our ideas and goals.

A Special Thank You to Don Martyn
We thank Don Martyn for providing a very special Magnolia fraseri for our dedication ceremony (please
read more about the magnolia in the following pages of our newsletter). Don was able to join us as the Mayor
and our other speakers contributed the last shovels of soil to complete the planting of the Magnolia
fraseri in bed #48. This very significant planting will be a treasure in the garden for years to come and
we all look forward to watching it grow and blossom.

We Could Not Have Done it Without Our Volunteers
Reminders of Francisca could be found in every corner of the garden, not only in the plant life, but the
many extra touches added by our volunteers. Francisca’s longtime gardener, Graham Laine, put
together a fantastic display of blooms, just as Francisca had done so many times before when visitors
came to the garden. Graham was so helpful with many of the tasks that the Organizing Committee had
on our to-do list. Joining Graham in this effort was our Propagation Team--there was no end to their
energy in sprucing up the upper Life Estate area and in readying the house for visitors. We are
enormously grateful for their time and commitment to the garden, most especially Pam Yokome and
Ross Williams.
We would also like to thank all of our other Darts volunteers--our
Guides who were available throughout the day to answer
questions and provide informal tours; Lee Bolton Robinson for
taking care of our VIPs; Nancy Armstrong and her team who
greeted visitors to the house; Marlene Gurvich for providing her
video interview with Francisca to view in the house; and our Board
Members who played a number of roles leading up to the event.
We are also pleased that our neighbour, West Coast Gardens was
able to provide us with beautiful planters, gently cascading with
orchid blooms in shades of green and white, Francisca’s favourite
colours. These lovely planters framed our speaker’s podium and
were just the perfect accessory on this special occasion.

And finally, we thank all of you for joining us at the Celebration of Life for Francisca and sharing the
day with us. We look forward to reminiscing some more with you in the future. We hope that you’ll
think about coming out to our Open House on May 25th or perhaps join us at Arts at Darts on the
evening of June 18th.

Organizing Committee
Yalda Asadian, Park Partnership coordinator
Marlene Gurvich, Contractor Producer - Shaw TV
Kathy Piccott, Assistant to the Manager of Parks
Darts Hill Garden Guide Emeritus, James Good
Past Darts Hill Garden Chair, Linda Stanley Wilson

Magnolia fraseri
Fraser Magnolia

Submitted by Nancy Oike

Newly planted at the eastern end of Bed 23 is Magnolia fraseri. This magnolia, one of Francisca's
favourites, was suggested by Charlie Sale as a rare and special tree, worthy to commemorate Francisca on
the occasion of her Celebration of Life. So rare is this tree in cultivation that it was almost impossible to
find. After an exhaustive search of nursery and internet sources, Darts Hill volunteers learned that Don
Martyn, a long-term friend of Francisca and fellow plantsman, had a young M. fraseri that he was willing
to donate to the garden.
M. fraseri is native to a restricted area of the Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains
of south eastern U.S. The Darts Hill tree has a significant origin. A true species, Don
grew it from seed that was collected by his friend, Jack Johnson, from a M. fraseri
growing at the south end of Lake Rabun in Rabun County, GA; there were no other
potential hybridizing influences nearby.
The seed was planted in 2009 and germinated the following spring. It
was pot grown for two years and then planted in the ground. Don dug
the young tree from his home acreage on April 12, 2013; and with the help
of Darts Hill Garden technician, Alan Cheung, planted it the same day at
the eastern end of Bed 23. For its best chance of survival, it was important
to get the tree into the ground before bud break. The site was chosen for
its moist soil and protection from harsh sunlight and strong winds. This
tree does best in dappled shade. It will eventually grow to 30 to 50 feet
high.
Magnolia fraseri is one of a group known as umbrella magnolias, so called
for their large leaves which grow in a cluster at the end of the branches,
resembling an umbrella. By the day of the Celebration, the young leaves
had unfurled, showing their characteristic early reddish colour and
notable "ears" at their base (hence one of its common names, Eared
Magnolia). The leaves of M. fraseri may grow up to 2 feet long and 8 to
12 inches across. Their fall colour is typically a rich, mahogany brown.

M. fraseri leaf.
www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/m/
wmafr--lfb5175.jp

Alan Cheung and Don Martyn planting
M. ashei. Photo by Nancy Oike

It will likely start blooming at five to seven years of age. The fragrant,
showy flowers are 8 to 12 inches across and appear in May or June. They
have 6 to 9 creamy white to yellowish petals. The flowers are followed by
cone-like crimson fruit, about 6 inches long

M fraseri flower.
usinggeorgianativeplants.blogspot
.com

On the same rainy day, Don and Alan also planted M. ashei in Bed 23 another large-leaved magnolia, which is native to the Florida pan handle.
This plant is also a true species, which Don grew from verified seed he
obtained from Mark Krautman of Heritage Seedlings of Salem, Oregon.

Thanks, Don, for your generous gifts of the trees, their stories, and your time; they are much appreciated.

What a year for magnolias!
Many of us will have family or friends who live east of BC and
can tell stories of this unusually long winter. Our weather here in
BC was unusual itself but a side benefit appears to be the many
blossoms of the magnolias within the garden. We hope you were
able to spend time to witness this yourself, as is evident in the
many photos within this edition.

Photos by Linda Stanley Wilson taken on a Saturday Stroll in April

Photo by Linda Stanley Wilson

Photo taken from an older
presentation by S. Murray

Exotic fruit of Magnolia
denudata 'Variegata', Bed 35.
Photo provided by A. Sprung

References submitted by Nancy Oike for the Magnolia fraseri article:
Del-Biancci, Lino. Fraser Magnolia. USDAFS Silvics of North America. On-line edition visited on 16 April
2013.
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/silvics_manual/Volume2/magnolia/fraseri.htm
Seiler, John; Jensen, Edward, et. al. 2012. Fraser Magnolia. Virginia Tech Department of Forest
Resources and Environmental Conservation. On-line edition visited 13 April 2013.
http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=217
Weaver, Richard E. Jr. Magnolia fraseri. Arnoldia, 41: pages 60-68. On-line edition visited 15 May
2013.
http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1116.pdf

The Darts Hill Garden Society have benefitted greatly from our association with the
ALPINE GARDEN CLUB OF BC. Here is an excerpt from their recently updated webpage:

http://www.agc-bc.ca/dartshill-alpine-bed-may-2013
The Alpine Bed at Darts Hill Garden was constructed in Spring 2012 by volunteers from the Alpine
Garden Club and the Darts Hill Conservancy Trust Society. Here is how it looked on May 8 2013.

The bed in Spring 2012 before construction

The bed in Spring 2013

It has been said that Darts Hill Garden started as a fruit orchard and it was a display by the Alpine
Garden Club that prompted Francisca and Ed Darts to develop an interest in growing other plants. In
October 2011 the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society approached the Alpine Garden Club of BC
to see if there was interest in restoring some of the rock garden areas at Darts Hill Garden. On November
19, 2011 some members of the AGC of BC visited Darts Hill Garden accompanied by members of the
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society. Three areas were considered where there was the potential
for rock garden development. All areas are located relatively close to the original Darts residence.
Area 1 was a small rock garden southeast of the house consisting of a level bed above an attractive rock
retaining wall. There were a number of rock garden plants growing in the bed but many had become too
large. This bed was considered ideal as an alpine display garden as it is very accessible and in full sun.
Area 2 is a triangular bed just east of Area 1 with a concrete retaining wall on the east side. The area is
rather overgrown and is partly shaded by a tall tree. There are some pieces of tufa beside the path below.
The area would be very suited to a Saxifrage garden plus other alpines that prefer, or are tolerant, of some
shade.
The third possible area is the part of the garden adjacent to the entrance to the property north of the
original driveway. This large area would need a major effort in terms of planning and development but
has the potential of providing a superb rock garden with the possibility of displaying plants of various
ecosystems, for instance plants preferring alkaline growing conditions and those that prefer a more acidic
environment or even a serpentine habitat.

……………..

JUNE 18, 6 - 9 P.M.
WE ARE SO PLEASED to have Arts at Darts back on the calendar of events this year. This unique
arts event features the art pieces of well-known local artists, photographers, musicians, and
maybe a faerie or two frolicking in the woods..

Arts at Darts is open to the public. Guides will be on hand to help new visitors find hidden
treasures of flora and fauna in the garden and to answer any questions visitors may have.
Visitors are invited to bring a picnic blanket or folding chair to sit in the meadow and enjoy
the entertainment. As a perk to members, we will offer a special preferred seating section this
year. Be sure to mark your calendar so that you don't miss this event. What a great way to
begin the summer!

Embothrium coccineum ‘Inca Flame’
Along the driveway in Bed 26, just west of the holly hedge,
you will have been very pleased to see the stunning colour
of the flowers of our Embothrium ‘Inca Flame’.
A hardy evergreen tree that required full sun, the
magnificent orange-scarlet flowers appear in May and
early June. Common name: Chilean fire tree.

On behalf of the Propagation team, as well as the volunteer guides, a thank you was provided to
Alleyne and Barbara Cook at the Annual General Meeting, in the form of a Magnolia ‘Barbara Cook’.
You can see this magnolia which has now been successfully planted on the west magnolia walk.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

A N N E S P R U N G – C O O R D I N AT OR

M E M B E R S H IP @ D A R TS H I L L . C A

SATURDAY STROLLS:

JUNE 9
Members’ Day
NOTE: Second Sunday in June
11 am – 3 pm
JUNE 18
6 – 9 pm
AN EVENING OF ARTS AT
DARTS

JULY 21
Members’ Day
11 am – 3 pm
WEDNESDAY JULY 25 24
6 – 8 pm
SOUNDS OF SUMMER CONCERT

The Saturday Strolls will be coming to an
end on May 25. Attendance has risen from
30 to 140 visitors in the garden on a
Saturday afternoon.
The propagation group has been having
potting sessions on the Saturdays, and many
visitors have dropped in to chat, and enjoy
the busy activity that they see.
The ‘pilot’ Saturday openings will be
discussed further at the Board level to better
understand if we will go ahead with further
openings, possibly in the Autumn, or next
year. Thank you to the volunteers who
made our new Strolls in April & May a
success.
And a special thank you to Amrit, the young
man hired by the City to assist in these
strolls.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER, continued…..
MYSTERY PLANT FOR MARCH 2013
March Members’ day was on March 17th so we had a little ‘Irish ‘fun in the garden. There was not one
mystery plant, but 20.
Leprechaun doors were pinned to several trees and members were encouraged to find the name of the
tree chosen for leprechaun temporary housing.
When 5 or more were found pieces of leprechaun gold
was given as a prize. The gold covered chocolate coins
were appreciated, as was the actual hunt. There were 20
trees chosen and 19 were found. The variety of trees in
the garden was matched by the creative doors.
This fun activity was so well received that it will happen
in the garden again. More permanent doors may be
created , either by laminating, or by creating actual
wooden doors. Does anyone want to volunteer? Please
contact Anne.

APRIL 2013 MEMBERS’ DAY
April 21st was a wet, wet, wet morning, certainly not good for a birding tour, so it was cancelled. Check
your email reminder for a new date . The weather cleared by late afternoon, and by 4:00 pm it was
beautiful. The leaves glistening with water droplets made a late wander through the garden spectacular.
The Alpine bed was stunning, as were many of the magnolias, in yellow, white, pink and purple.

THE MYSTERY PLANT FOR APRIL
I am a 30 foot tree covered in 6 inch luminous yellow
fragrant cup shaped flowers. I am an ancient genus
that has had fossils found dating 20 million years ago.
My flowers evolved to encourage pollination by
beetles, so my carpels are tough. There are both
evergreen and deciduous members of my family. Who
am I?
Magnolia ‘Elizabeth.’

MEMBERSHIP CORNER, continued…..
The APRIL Open house on the 27th was wet and cold. 252 intrepid gardeners arrived to look at the
garden and peruse the plant sale. The Environmental Extravaganza stamps were given to those with
passports. Children participated in the scavenger hunt by finding their favourite flower and describing it
to the master gardeners. They received a prize donated by the City of Surrey; the balls and Frisbees were
appreciated.
As always the volunteers who spend their day in the garden are to be thanked. It takes a lot of
dedication to come to the garden on a cold wet day to sit and smile at the members or guests, take them
on tours, or explain what a small plant will develop into. Those volunteers who keep their sense of
humour, even in the cold and rain, are amazing.
Thank you for spending your valuable time in the garden, and promoting Francisca's fabulous garden.

MYSTERY PLANT FOR MAY 2013
Look up, look way up. I am a vine that is covered
in beautiful 4 inch pale purple flowers. This plant
likes its roots to be shaded and its head in the
sun. It is native to Asia from Afghanistan to
Taiwan. The challenge is to find the roots and the
name. This wonderful plant can grow 30 feet up
on a host tree. Who am I?
It was the Clematis montana

Stayed tuned for information on a
Butterfly release, scheduled for late
spring.

Nancy Moore, on the left, led this tour of the
garden following the AGM in February.
Photo by Jane Robinson

S PECIAL

TREES OF

Tree:

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Sekkan-sugi’
Golden Japanese Cedar
Family: Cupressaceae

D ARTS H ILL

Tree:

Pinus sylvestris
Scots pine, Scotch pine, Scots fir, Scotch fir,
Archangel redwood, Baltic redwood
Family: Pinaceae

Bed

15a

Bed

16

Notes:

Rare

Notes:

Planted in late 1960s (seed from Alpine
Garden Club of B.C.), very common

Cryptomeria japonica 'Sekkan-sugi' was introduced from
Japan to American horticulture around 1970. The
foliage is tipped creamy yellow and is most intense
when growth is new in spring and early summer. It is
a visually dominant tree in the landscape because the
foliage color is so intense and shines like a beacon.

P. sylvestris is a large evergreen tree to 25m, with the
upper trunk and branches orange-brown, developing
a picturesque, irregular outline with maturity.
Twisted grey-green needles are borne in pairs.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN JUNE AND JULY !

Photographer unknown
Photos by Cassandra Sproson

Photo by Ron Kelman

Photos by Bruce Garton

GUIDE EMERITUS
At the Annual General Meeting,
February 2013, the Guide Emeritus
program was announced and the
Society’s first 3 individuals were
presented with the honour.
These volunteers have each had a
minimum of 10 years of active
guiding. They were nominated for
this position by two active guides
and voted by a majority of the
guides.
James Good, Wendy Fidgeon, Peter Thompson

Their role will be to continue to participate as he/she sees fit and by
participating in meetings and on committees, or may function as an
ambassador to the garden.

LOST AND FOUND:
I have a Sony camera card that
was lost on the pathway on
March 17th.
Please contact Anne Sprung at
MEMBERSHIP @ DARTSHILL . CA
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey
to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Editor of The Oracle:
Propagation:

updates@dartshill.ca
membership@dartshill.ca
tours@dartshill.ca
newsletter@dartshill.ca
propagation@dartshill.ca

