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We are remembering a special spirit in Francisca 
Darts, the visionary who created Darts Hill 
Garden Park. She passed away peacefully on 
December 26, 2012.  

DARTS, Francisca Maria 
1916 - 2012 

She was born in The Hague, Holland. As a young 
girl she immigrated with her family to Manitoba. 
She became an accomplished figure skater and 
later a champion curler. Music and sheep dogs 
were also a large part of her life. But her real 
passion was the 7.5 acres in South Surrey, B.C. 
that she and her husband Edwin (Ed) purchased 
in 1943. Here they cleared massive stumps and 
logs, planted fruit and nut trees, and built their 
home. An entry from the orchard won Ed the only 
gold medal ever awarded by the Pacific National 
Exhibition in that exhibit category.  

The orchard gradually evolved into the Darts Hill Garden of today. This superb garden is the 
result of sixty years of hard work, vision, and dedication. In 1995 she and Ed gave Darts Hill 
to the City of Surrey as a garden park. 
 
Francisca gave major support and encouragement to local gardening enthusiasts and clubs, 
particularly the Darts Hill Garden Volunteers, a group that have captured her spirit and now 
help perpetuate her memory in the Garden.  
 
Francisca will be remembered as one of Canada's great talented plants women.  

Excerpt from Obituary 

photo by Alex Waterhouse-Hayward (See more 
on this photographer in the next page) 



Exotic fruit of Magnolia denudata 'Variegata', Bed 35. 

Francisca Darts was 90 last week. She and her husband Edwin bought a 7.5 acre 
untilled bush in Surrey, BC in 1943 and turned it into a botanical garden that is the 
only private garden (after Edwin's death Francisca donated Darts Hill to Surrey as a 
Conservancy Trust) in BC that can compete with the UBC Botanical Garden and 
VanDusen in botanical richness.  

Alex Waterhouse-Hayward – Photographer.   

When you visit Darts Hill you will see a botanical diversity that is more astonishing when you realize 
that most of the huge conifers and broad leaf tress were all planted by Francisca from seed. Through the 
green coat tails of my wife, who is a member of the BC Alpine Garden Club, I have been able to meet and 
enjoy the company of Francisca many times. I particularly remember her "show and tell" after the 
somewhat dry and long BC Alpine Garden Club meetings. She would enthusiastically bring plants from 
her garden that had caught her eye that day. It was about 10 years ago that Francisca's hands began to 
shake and she would spill coffee on herself. She once told me, "Darn when I hold my plants my hands 
don't shake."  
 
It was at her garden many years ago that I first saw my first good specimen of an Osmunda regalis 
commonly called a Royal Fern. I often tell my granddaughter Rebecca that our plants talk to us and tell 
us they need more light or more water. When they grow well I almost think they are telling us they are 
happy. But Francisca is the only gardener I have ever met who talks to her plants. This she told me. I 
believe her. The proof is in Darts Hill.  

http://blog.alexwaterhousehayward.com/2006/03/francisca-darts_114295476039870267.html 
 

 

Following a visit to Darts Hill in 2006, the following 
was written in his blog!  

NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPINGS FROM 

EARLIER DAYS  



Exotic fruit of Magnolia denudata 'Variegata', Bed 35. 

A ‘CELEBRATION OF LIFE’ is in 
the planning stages and will 
most likely be held on 
Saturday, May 4th, when her 
garden is at a peak of colour. 
 
More details will be available 
at www.dartshill.ca. 
 

A BRIEF GENEALOGY – as researched by Nancy Armstrong 
 
Francisca Maria Koster, daughter of Hendrika Louise Alff and Frederik Hendrik Koster, sailed 
on the Nieuw Amsterdam to Canada from Rotterdam, Netherlands in the cold month of 
February 1926 a month before Francisca’s 10th birthday. Mrs. Koster, Francisca and her two 
sisters, Louisa (5)  and Nettie (an infant), arrived in Halifax on March 4 to travel on by train to 
Winnipeg, Manitoba to join Frederik. Frederik, who was a carpenter, had come ahead on the SS 
Montroyal in May of 1922 with the intention of settling in Canada. What a happy reunion that 
must have been. 
 
Francisca, Louisa and Nettie, just as both of their parents, were all born in The Hague, the 
capital city of the province of South Holland, Netherlands. Eventually, all were to make their 
final homes in Greater Vancouver.  Hendrika and Frederik moved to White Rock where they 
lived on Goggs Avenue until their deaths in 1964 and 1987. Nettie died in Surrey in 1980. 
 
After Francisca and Edwin Darts were married in 1942 they continued to live in Vancouver until 
the house at 1660 168 Street was completed in the late 1940s. Edwin died in White Rock in 1995 
and Francisca in Delta on December 26, 2012. They both came from “good stock” and lived long, 
92 and 96, and rich lives. 

http://www.dartshill.ca/
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By-law Amendments to be considered at the AGM: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE: 
DARTS HILL GARDEN CONSERVANCY TRUST SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 23, 2013 

 
10:00 AM 

EMMANUEL EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH 
(NEXT TO DARTS HILL) 

  Highlights of our meeting will include: 
• An update on the upper property and garden expansion 
• Our new Springtime Strolls 
• Garden improvements, featuring updated information on plant health 
• Show and Tell by Douglas Justice, Associate Director & Curator of Collections, UBC 

Botanical Garden 
• The Francisca Collection, our horticultural onsite library 
• Slideshow Presentation: Volunteers in the Garden 
 
Light Snacks at noon followed by a guided tour.  The garden will be open until 3:00 p.m., please be 
sure to come up to the house for a cup of tea and visit with friends. 

Part 5, addition of Section 5.13(b):  Any Director who is absent from three consecutive meetings of the Board of 
Directors of the Society, or in excess of one-half (1/2) or more of all meetings over a one-year period, without leave 
of absence from the Chair, or without reason satisfactory to the Chair, shall forthwith cease to be a Director of the 
Society. 
 
Part 10, section 1 currently states: At the first meeting of the Board held after an annual general meeting, the 
Board shall elect from among the Directors a Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Coordinator 
who shall hold office until the first meeting of the Board held after the next following annual general meeting.  The 
Chair and Vice-Chair may be re-elected for no more than Two (2) consecutive terms. 
 
Part 10, section 1 to be amended to read: At the first meeting of the Board held after an annual general 
meeting, the Board shall elect from among the Directors a Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership 
Coordinator. 

ELECTIONS: 
 

Our Conservancy Trust Society Board is composed of 10 Directors, which includes:  
 

• 6 Elected Directors,  
• 1 Director appointed by the City of Surrey,  
• 1 Director appointed by invitation from the South Surrey Garden Club,  
• 1 Director appointed from an Educational  Institute and, 
• 1 Director appointed by the Guides of Darts Hill Garden Society.   

 
We will be electing  new Directors to the Board at the 2013 Annual General Meeting 



MEMBERSHIP CORNER, ANNE  S PRUNG  –  COORDINATOR  

MEMBERSHIP@DARTSHILL .CA   

Lee-Ann Pitcairn and Anne Sprung enjoying 
their  duties on a cool January Member’s Day.  
Photo by Nancy Oike 

FEBRUARY 23 – AGM/ Member’s Day 
        10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

MARCH 17 – A very green Member’s 
Day - hunt for Leprechauns, pots of gold 
and four-leaf clover (Oxalis tetraphylla)! 
        11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

APRIL 21 – Member’s Day & Plant Sale.  
Also scheduled is a Photo Contest, as 
well as a Birding tour by Lynn Pollard
        11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

 

APRIL 27 – Open House & Plant Sale
        10:00 am – 4:00 pm 



Butterfly release 

MYSTERY PLANT FOR JANUARY 2013 

I am a large evergreen with red brown bark that peels in 

vertical strips. My leaves are arranged in a spiral and 

are needle like. Some seem to clump together and form 

dense mats at the end of the branches. I am the national 

tree of Japan and planted near many temples and 

shrines. I can live hundreds of years. I am known as 

sugi in Japan. Who am I?  

 

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Sekkan-sugi’ 

Japanese Cedar 

Darts Hill Garden Park will be open to the public more often this year and we would like to 
extend additional new benefits to our members. It is amazing what a $20 yearly membership 
can give you.  
 
• In 2013, anyone who renews or purchases a new membership will receive a free plant.   If 

you renew at the AGM, we will be handing out plants donated by Heritage perennials.  
• If you renew by mail you will receive a free plant coupon that can be redeemed at any of the 

plant sales.  
• We will try to have a selection of plants propagation from within the garden available at 

members days for those who choose to renew in the garden. 
• Priority seating for Members at events in the garden; events such as the Sounds of Summer 

on July 25th.    
• We will continue to have discounts from numerous local nurseries.  The listing can be found 

on the web site, or you can ask for a copy at the AGM. Many of these nurseries have donated 
door prizes to be won at the AGM.   One ticket per membership will be given for the chance 
of winning one of up to 40 donated prizes.  Prizes include: a planter from West Coast, a gift 
certificate from Art Knapps, or  David Hunter Nursery or donated items from the City of 
Surrey. We also provide a snack and a tour of the garden following the AGM.   

• Members have the opportunity to work in the garden in many areas, so that you get to enjoy 
the garden more and feel part of the team.  

• Don’t forget the 2 guest passes that come each year to enjoy the garden with friends or 
family.  

• The Oracle is a wonderful way to catch up on what is going on in the garden. It is published 
4 times a year.   

 
Please note that, as a result of member’s low attendance on organised tours on Member’s Day, 
these tours will only be continued on a limited basis. If you would like a specific tour or topic, 
please contact Anne. 
 
Guest memberships are also available for members to give the gift of the garden. 

BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS 



It was a blustery day, not quite raining. The unpredictable gusts of wind were swift enough to 
demand frequent and notably nervous upward glances.  There were seven (I think) members 
willing to brave the perils that morning, a perfect number. (perfect for both the participants and my 
vocal chords as the wind easily overpowered my top volume!)   

Did you miss November’s hunt for MUSHROOMS! 

 

We trekked up the forest trail that hides away off the 
main parking lot, as fungal lifeforms are an essential 
binding element for the natural cycles of the forest 
floor.  I asked the group to put their 'mushroom 
goggles' on  and began our search.  We found many 
tiny examples of fruiting bodies (physical 
'mushrooms'), a stump covered in a species called 
Hypholoma fasciculaire ( syn. Naemateloma fasciculaire) 
or Sulfur Tuft/Sulfur Top, and some good examples 
of conks (shelf fungi or polypores).   

We spoke about the essential roles that fungal mycelium fill in the cycles of life and death in the 
forest, and found examples of mycelial hyphae in the soil of the forest.  We meandered back 
and forth across the forest path until we came to an opening in the canopy, decided it was too 
blustery to continue upwards, and headed back down to the parking lot entrance.  By the time 
we got back to the meeting area it was already past 12:30, so we ended the tour and everyone 
had an informative and satisfying time.   
 
Included above is a photo example of the sulfur tuft mushroom, Hypholoma fasciculaire,. Below 
are two photos of a paler form of the widely encountered quintessential toadstool Amanita 
muscaria, the well known red capped, white spotted fly agaric mushroom. 

 
Celeste Paley 
Horticulturist 
I.S.A. Certified Arborist PN-7529A 

Hypholoma fasciculaire  



SPECIAL TREES OF DARTS HILL 

Tree: Abies pinsapo ‘Glauca’ 
 Glaucous Spanish fir 
Family:  Pinaceae 

Bed  29 and 42 
Notes: Planted in 1969.   

Tree: Pinus sylvestris 
Scots pine, Scotch pine, Scots fir, Scotch fir, 
Archangel redwood, Baltic redwood 

Family:  Pinaceae 

Bed  16 
Notes: Planted in late 1960s (seed from Alpine 

Garden Club of B.C.), very common 

See location of this tree on the attached map 

Abies are evergreen conifers, 
often very tall, with whorled 
branches bearing flattened, 
linear leaves, often whitish 
beneath, and on the upper 
branches, large cones which 
break up whilst attached to 
the tree 
'Glauca' is an evergreen 
conifer making a slow-
growing medium tree with 
blunt grey-green needles 
arranged all round the shoot. 
Cones pale green or purple 
when young, ripening 
brown. 
 
//rhs.org.uk 

P. sylvestris is a large evergreen tree to 25m, with the 
upper trunk and branches orange-brown, developing a 
picturesque, irregular outline with maturity. Twisted 
grey-green needles are borne in pairs.  

Tree: Magnolia grandiflora ‘Samuel Sommer’ 
 Evergreen magnolia, southern magnolia 
Family:  Magnoliaceae 

Bed  C1 
Notes: Planted in 1978 
 purchased from Gossler Farms for $17.50   

Blooms at a 
young age.  
 
Has fragrant 
flower.  
 
Native to 
Southeastern 
United States.  

 



 
 

JUNE 18, 6 - 9 P.M. 
 
Artist Application Period: February 1-28 
  
WE ARE SO PLEASED to have Arts at Darts back on the calendar of events this year. This unique 
arts event features the art pieces of well-known local artists, photographers, musicians, and 
maybe a faerie or two frolicking in the woods. We are pleased that the popular XBa DanceCo 
dancers will be joining us again in our centre meadow.  
 
If you are interested in participating as an artist, please go to our website (www.dartshill.ca) to 
download an application. We are always looking for new artists to feature, so feel free to 
recommend this opportunity to a friend. 
  
Arts at Darts is open to the public. Guides will be on hand to help new visitors find hidden 
treasures of flora and fauna in the garden and to answer any questions visitors may have. 
Visitors are invited to bring a picnic blanket or folding chair to sit in the meadow and enjoy the 
entertainment. As a perk to members, we will offer a special preferred seating section this year. 
Be sure to mark your calendar so that you don't miss this event. What a great way to begin the 
summer! 

The Propagation Group will have our Spring Meeting 
at 1:00 p.m. Saturday March 2 at the Darts House. We 
will discuss our plans for the 2013 Plant Sales, work 
sessions and Heron Park upkeep. There will be notice 
sent out to all current Propagation Group Members 
via email but if you are interested in joining our 
group we would love to have you! Contact Pam at 
p_yokome@yahoo.ca to have your name added to our 
notification list. 
  
We are looking forward to some exciting new 
additions to our plant selections this year due to our 
very rewarding association with the Alpine Garden 
Club of B.C. and their extensive seed exchange. More 
seeds on their way from the North American Rock 
Garden Society as well.  
  
Happy growing! 

PROPAGATION GROUP UPDATE, by Pamela Yokome 

http://www.dartshill.ca/
http://www.dartshill.ca/
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http://www.dartshill.ca/
mailto:p_yokome@yahoo.ca
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Elaeagnus x ebbingei ‘Gilt Edge’ in Bed #1,  
as provided by Christine Deagle 

Darts Hill has a wonderful collection of broadleaf evergreens that are not 
Rhododendrons. Elaeagnus x ebbingei ‘Gilt Edge’ is one of them, and while it 
may be not so unusual or rare any more, it is still one of my favourites because 
of its fragrant flowers at an unexpected time of year, its variegated evergreen 
foliage which brightens up a winter day, and because of its ease  of care. 
  
There are 40 species of evergreen and deciduous Elaeagnus shrubs and trees in 
the family Elaeagnaceae. These drought-tolerant shrubs are native to eastern 
Europe, right across to Asia and Japan, and North America. 

Photos by Nancy Oike 

The leaves are alternate, elliptic, large (to 4 in.), leathery, and silvery because of scales which 
also cover new stems, buds, and flowers. These scales have been evolved to protect the plants 
from desiccation. Flowers are creamy white, small (1/2 in.) and inconspicuous, and produced in 
clusters in the leaf axils in autumn. Their sharp, penetrating fragrance is very powerful, and I 
usually notice that well before I find the source plant since it permeates quite a large distance. 
Fruits are edible, juicy, reddish berries borne in clusters in spring. 
  
Elaeagnus prefer fertile, well-drained soil in full sun, although evergreens will grow well in part 
shade.  These shrubs are considered splendid for creating shelter, even in maritime conditions. 
All tolerate dry soils and coastal winds, although they do not like alkaline soils.  
  
Elaeagnus x ebbingei cultivars  (E. macrophylla x E.pungens or E. reflexa) were raised from 6 
seedlings in The Hague in 1929.  E. x ebbingei ‘Gilt Edge’  will grow to about 12’ x 12’, and is a 
dense, rounded shrub in the right conditions in Zones 7 – 10, and can withstand temperatures 
of -20C. The specimen at Darts Hill was badly damaged during the winter of 2008-2009, but has 
slowly recovered, although it has not yet reached the size it was before. It was planted by 
Francisca next to the cork oak, or Quercus suber, which appeared to have been killed during that 
hard winter of 2008-2009, but  now also may be sporting growth from the base.   

Since these plants are in Bed 1, although I don’t know 
when they were planted, it is probable that Francisca 
planted them a long time ago, and since some 
temperatures during that winter were considered to be 
the coldest for 40 years, they could have been planted at 
any time during that period.  
  
To propagate E. x ebbingei cultivars, greenwood cuttings 
can be taken in late spring/early summer, or semi-ripe 
cuttings in summer. While grafting is often 
recommended for the evergreen species or cultivars of 
Elaeagnus, resulting plants are not considered to be as 
healthy and long-lived as those on their own roots. 
Propagation by cuttings is apparently the preferred 
method, but if seeding is attempted, the method tried 
should be stratification in moist sand for 90 days at 5 
degrees Celsius. 



WHAT to look for in upcoming months!  



Kudos to Kathy:  10 years of Kontribution 
as editor of The Oracle 

The articles give us a clear idea of how the garden has evolved over the past 10 years, the 
challenges faced, and the impressive work of employees and volunteers. The photos provide a 
record of the overwhelming beauty of the garden in all seasons, the enjoyment of the garden 
by members and volunteers, and the journey of Francisca over the years. 
 
Here are just a few random snippets of what I learned on my rainy afternoon: 
• The newsletter name, The Oracle, was chosen through a contest.  The winning entry was 

submitted by Sunny Phillips, a member and guide. 
• Originally, three issues were published per year, increasing to four issues in 2005. 
• 2007 saw the start of The Oracle being distributed by e-mail, both to save trees and money 

and to provide members with colour copies.  (It was too expensive to distribute colour hard 
copies.) 

• James Good has been the proof reader of The Oracle since its inception. 
• Darts Hill Garden is home to much wildlife, including deer, grey squirrels, Douglas 

squirrels, frogs, possums, rabbits, coyotes, raccoons, bald eagles, red-tailed hawks, kinglets, 
crows, steller's jays, black-capped chickadees, pine siskins, bushtits, juncos, song sparrows, 
downy woodpeckers, pileated woodpeckers, great horned owls, hummingbirds, and 
American robins - not to mention a multitude of insects and rodents. 

• The Darts Hill Conservancy Trust Society Board has had three chairs who can boast 
significant accomplishments.   

 

• Douglas Justice was chair when The Oracle started in 2003, remained as chair until 2004, 
and continued to serve on the Board through 2011.  Douglas helped get the publication 
started and set a high standard by contributing a multitude of articles which were both 
scholarly and accessible.  His tours through the garden were in high demand. 

• Susan Murray followed as chair from 2004 until 2006.  Her focus was on strategic 
planning, increasing awareness of Darts Hill in the gardening community, and 
promoting   volunteerism.  Susan contributed to The Oracle with a seven-part series on 
"Rare and Unusual Trees of Darts Hill Garden Park", based on research for her book, 
Our Sylvan Heritage, A Guide to the Magnificent Trees of the South Fraser, 2003.  She also 
produced a slide presentation to promote the garden, called "Darts Hill Through the 
Seasons.“ 

Continued….. 

Did you know that, since its inception in 2003, 
Kathy Piccott has been the editor of The Oracle, 
the newsletter of the Darts Hill Conservancy 
Trust Society?  Kathy's efforts have resulted in a 
living history of the past ten years at Darts Hill. 
 
I was inspired one recent rainy afternoon to go 
back through time and peruse all the old issues.  
They're available on-line at 
www.dartshill.ca/membershipnewsletter.html.   

By Nancy Oike 



• Linda Stanley Wilson served as Chair from 
2007 until 2012.  Under Linda's leadership, 
marketing became a priority, our website got 
an exciting new look, access to the garden 
increased, Arts at Darts was born, and unique 
school tours were initiated. 
 

• The Propagation group was born in 2005 with Dr. John 
Smith as chair and Monique Kroeger as recording 
secretary.  Sanne Dryborough agreed to head the 
group in 2006 and continued through 2007.  Nancy 
Armstrong became chair in 2008 and continued 
through 2011.  Upon her retirement as chair, it was 
necessary to replace the energetic octogenerian with 
five people:   Sharon Lawson, Pam Yokome, Ross 
Williams, Sanne Dryborough, and Nancy herself.  This 

• The Guides have had two leaders throughout the past ten years, Mary Dunn and Nancy 
Oike.  Guides have contributed articles to The Oracle over the years, and the newsletter has 
become a great resource for guides in training.  Guides became more noticeable in the 
garden in 2009 with the introduction of pink pashminas. 
 

• Membership Chairs have been great contributors to The Oracle over the years, starting with 
Marlene Gurvich, from 2003 to 2004; Christine Deagle from 2005 until 2006;  Lorri Espeseth 
from 2007 until 2010; and Anne Sprung from 2011 until now. 
 

• Through Graham Laine's regular articles and photographs, we learned garden history, how 
the garden was faring, what was being built, and what was looking spectacular. 
 

• City Staff articles update our members on  plants which have died and new acquisitions, on 
changes to infrastructure, and to the challenges of maintaining this mature garden. 
 

• Membership fees have never been raised.  They remain now as they were in 2003:  
Individual $20; Couple $25; and Family $35. 
 

• Among our members are many accomplished photographers; their generous contributions 
of photos to the newsletter have greatly enhanced its value. 
 

So kudos to Kathy for ten years of hard work as editor of The Oracle.  She will, no doubt, protest 
that she has had much help over the years.  But the truth is that Kathy has an uncanny knack of 
making people want to help with the newsletter - perhaps because of her calm, friendly 
demeanor and the example she sets through her diligence and high standards.  Is it too much 
to hope that she'll continue for the next ten years? 

Submitted by Nancy Oike 

group has created an outstanding  display bed at Heron Park, contributed to the Alpine 
Garden Club bed at Darts Hill, and generated considerable income for the Society. 



CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Chair:  updates@dartshill.ca 
Membership Coordinator:   membership@dartshill.ca 
Guide Coordinator: tours@dartshill.ca 
Editor of The Oracle: newsletter@dartshill.ca 
Propagation:   propagation@dartshill.ca
   

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership with the City of 
Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park 

SPRINGTIME SATURDAY STROLL 
Every Saturday in April & May 
 
Noon- 4:00 p.m. 
Donation Suggested for non-members 
 

In 2013, Darts Hill Garden Park will be open each Saturday in April and May 
from noon-4:00 for our new Springtime Saturday Stroll.  
 
Enjoy an ever-changing cascade of colour as new rhododendrons, azaleas, magnolias and 
hundreds of perennials begin to bloom each week in the Spring at Darts.  

Darts Hill Garden  and 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

For members who receive this newsletter 
electronically, you may enjoy clicking on the links 
below and watching various videos from our garden.  
Turn on your sound! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/DartsHill
http://www.youtube.com/user/DartsHill
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUWZseomlCg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUWZseomlCg

