2011 Spring

The Oracle

A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.
Accessible by pre-booked tours only. Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

Join Us at the AGM!
Spring is always something we look forward to at Darts Hill Garden, particularly after these
especially cold and snowy days. We know that azaleas and early rhodos will soon be blooming,
Francisca’s birthday is on the horizon, and another enticing AGM is on the calendar.
I hope you’ll join us on Saturday, March 19th at 10:00 a.m. at the church next door to Darts Hill
Garden Park for our Annual General Meeting. We’re so pleased to invite you to hear about
what’s happening at Darts Hill and provide an update on the development of the Horticultural
Learning Centre. We are also pleased to have Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott as our Guest Speaker.
The title of her talk is "How good horticultural practices can help restore natural landscapes.‚
As always, we will have light snacks after our meeting, and this year, Susan Murray will lead a
tour through the garden. Susan is the past Chair of our Society, the Chair of the Landscape and
Turf Management Programs at Kwantlen University College and an expert on the trees at Darts
Hill. Her book, Our Sylvan Heritage: A Guide to the Magnificent Trees of the South Fraser, features
many of the trees at Darts Hill.
And don’t forget door prizes! We always have a few special prizes for lucky members. All are
welcome to attend and memberships can be renewed or purchased at the meeting.

Our AGM Speaker
Let me tell you a little about our speaker, Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott. Linda has a Ph.D. in
Horticulture from Oregon State University and is an ISA certified arborist. She is WSU’s
Extension Urban Horticulturist and an Associate Professor in the Department of Horticulture
and Landscape Architecture. Linda has lectured extensively to a variety of audiences on
diverse topics, all pertaining to sustainable landscaping and always based on current and
relevant plant science. In 2009, she and three other academic colleagues launched ‚The Garden
Professors‛ blog, through which they educate and entertain an international audience.

Over the past 11 years, Dr. Chalker-Scott has expanded her academic writing to popular
audiences, including articles for Fine Gardening, Organic Gardening, and Master Gardener
Magazine. In 2010, she was named a contributing editor to Fine Gardening magazine. Her first
book, The Informed Gardener (2008, University of Washington Press), is an award-winning
examination of some common horticultural myths.

continued on the back page……

Garden Operations
Just a little note to remind members that the garden occasionally suffers from the weather. Last
November, the heavy rains caused rivers of water to wash out paths south of the pond and along the
southern portion of the garden. City employees were kept busy ensuring paths were re-graveled and
packed for safe passage. Upgrades to the drainage system will occur this year.

Membership – by Anne Sprung
UPCOMING MEMBERS DAYS
Saturday March 19th Annual General Meeting.

There will be a slide show of all the photographs submitted to the fall foliage contest to watch while
waiting to renew your membership. We plan on giving a plant to all renewing members or new
members joining the Society. Reminder: the garden is closed on Sunday , March 20.

Saturday April 9th OPEN HOUSE 10-4.
Our guides will be available for tours at 11:30 and 1:30; Golf cart times for those in need by request.
There will be a master gardener table to answer your questions.
PLANT SALE, our first plant sale of the season ,from our propagation team.

Sunday April 17th MEMBERS DAY 11-3
Our guides will be giving tours of their favourite Rhododendrons at 11:30 and 1:30. The propagation
team will have plants for sale at our usual location. It is amazing to see what a week of sunny weather
can do in the garden. Come and enjoy a tour to see what has changed in a week. Try to find our Mystery
plant and win a plant from the plant sale.
Sunday May 15th MEMBERS DAY 11-3
A local Physiotherapist, Sheree, will have a talk at 11:30, on good body mechanics while gardening. If
there are specific questions you would like to ask her please email them to me at anne.sprung@shaw.ca
and she will try to cover them in her talk. We may include a visit to the propagation area to
demonstrate lifting techniques or differing surface heights to protect your back, if the weather allows.
The garden is always spectacular in May, so a visit to check out your favourite shrub is always a good
idea. Remember the golf cart is an option if your hips, knees, ankles, back or breathing spoil your
enjoyment of the garden. Find the Mystery plant or renew your membership, there is always lots to do
in the garden.
Saturday May 28th OPEN HOUSE 10-4
We are participating in the ENVIRONMENTAL EXTRAVAGANZA. Bring your children or
grandchildren with their books to be stamped and find the mystery in the garden. Master gardeners
will be available to answer gardening questions, and our knowledgeable guides focus on environmental
issues and sustainable gardening.
The Propagation team will have a plant sale for your gardening pleasure. There is always room for one
more unusual plant in your garden.

Membership – cont’d…..
member’s day was cold but dry. The guides tour of
branches and bark was attended by some brave gardeners. The
structure of many trees are spectacular when not obscured by
leaves. And there were some hardy bees on the flowers that were
blossoming.
Our new golf cart was available for taking those who have
trouble walking. Times of golf cart tours depend on the demand.
Our mystery Plant for January was Erica x darleyensis ‘Jenny
Porter’
I am a natural hybrid; small, vigorous, dwarf evergreen shrub, 810 inches tall. I flower from December until May. I have stems of
small cream flowers the bees love. I like sun and somewhat acid
soil. I can tolerate cold to -20. I am often thought of as a symbol of
a European country. There are many hybrids; I am named after a
lady.
Jane Robinson joined the January Members' Day tour and provided these photos. Thanks Jane.

(Left to Right) Leading the January Members' Day
tour was Susan Lazar, one of three new guides who
joined Darts Hill in 2010.
Susan is an
experienced Master Gardener, who has also
completed the Advanced Master Gardener
training. Having recently moved to the South Surrey
area from Vancouver, Susan has quickly become
involved in gardening and other activities in this
area.
Also included in the photo are Anne Sprung, our
capable Membership Chair; Sharon Lawson, another
new guide and key member of the Propagation
Committee; and Lily-Ann Nassey, a long-term guide
with 10 years' experience at Darts Hill.

Membership, cont’d…..
Members day had clear skies and was sunny, not warm but dry. Lynn Pollard gave his
entertaining birding tour, humming birds, eagles, chickadees and juncos were all showing off. There
were lots of bees around in the hellebores, crocuses, snowdrops and the few hardy trees that were
blossoming. One of our members, Donna, created a fabulous slide show showing off the bees and the
flowers blossoming in the sunshine. Our golf cart was present, and the guides are ready to do a cart
tour for those who request it.
The mystery plant for February was Cornus mas.
I am a native dogwood tree to southern Europe, and Asia. I
am deciduous, 20 feet high and at the moment covered with
small, 5mm yellow 4 petal blossoms, in clusters of 10 to 25.
My leaves arrive after my flowers. My wood is very dense,
sinks in water, and was used to create spears. My berries
resemble coffee beans but can be used for jams or distilled
into vodka or raki.

Membership Reminders
• On Members' Days, be sure to check the website for weather information. If the garden
needs to be closed due to slippery or unsafe conditions, this information will be posted by
9 a.m. on the Darts Hill website at www.dartshill.ca
• Have you gone for a tour in the new golf cart? For those who may find some of the hills a
bit challenging, you may be interested in riding our golf cart. Contact us ahead of time and
we may be able to meet you at the parking lot (e-mail: owg@shaw.ca). Otherwise, you'll
find the cart at our Meet & Greet area with departure times listed on the white board.
• Remember that you can purchase additional guest passes at the garden for $5.00.
• As always, if you missed renewing your membership you can renew in the garden. We
keep a supply of membership forms, garden passes, and the local stores that give a
discount to members, so you can pick up your yearly membership when you visit.
If you are interested in helping with membership, please contact Anne. Membership forms
can be down loaded from our website and sent to: Anne Sprung, 2169 166th Street, Surrey
V3S 9X8

Guide’s Greenery
This new section will provide an area for our volunteer guides to educate us on
plant favorites throughout the seasons.
Hamamelis:

Star of the Winter Garden

By Nancy Oike
Those of you who were fortunate enough to be at Darts Hill in January or February will have been
struck by the outstanding beauty of the various Hamamelis (Witch Hazels) scattered throughout the
garden.
Hamamelis are plants of four-season interest, which are among the earliest, showiest, and most fragrant
shrubs or small trees grown in this area. The genus Hamamelis includes four species: two are from the
eastern United States - H. virginiana and H. vernalis; and two are from Asia – H. mollis, from China, and
H. japonica, from Japan. In addition, there is an important hybrid of the two Asian species – Hamamelis x
intermedia, which has given rise to many outstanding cultivars. Unfortunately, Darts Hill’s single North
American specimen, H. vernalis, located in Bed 2a, has died and is tagged for removal. However, the
garden has an excellent selection of Chinese and Japanese Witch Hazels as well as their offspring, H. x
intermedia.
Blooming in clusters on bare branches, these plants stand out beautifully in a variety of winter
conditions: against a backdrop of snow; through the slanting rays of the low winter sun; or viewed
from below against a cold, clear blue sky. Viewed up close, they reveal lovely, intricate, spider-like
flowers, each with four strap-shaped petals which may be smooth or crinkled, depending on the
species. Like many early-flowering plants, their flowers are scented, long-lasting, and able to withstand
cold.
One of the earliest blooming witch hazels at Darts Hill is Hamamelis x intermedia `Jelena,’ planted near
the Tractor Road in Bed C3 . Also known as ‘Copper Beauty,’ ‘Jelena’ has large kinked flowers in
shades of orange-yellow to coppery red. It is pictured below in mid-January standing out beautifully
against a short-lived snowfall. At the February Members’ Day, ‘Jelena’ was still putting on a show.

Hamamelis x intermedia 'Jelena', Bed C3

Guides Greenery,

cont’d….

Another early bloomer is H. japonica ‘Arborea,’
located in the south east corner of Bed 17. ‘Arborea’
is a year-round favourite of visitors to the garden
because of its wonderful horizontal, criss-crossing
branch structure.
In January and February, if you
look up, you’ll see its faintly-fragrant, smallish
flowers of rich, deep yellow with red calyces.
Hamamelis mollis, Chinese Witch Hazel, located near
the east end of Bed 25 is spectacular.
Widely
spreading, it is the largest and oldest of witch hazels at
Darts Hill.
Also blooming from early January until the end of
February, it has clusters of large, very fragrant, golden
yellow flowers which stand out beautifully against
other mature trees in this bed. (A garden seedling of
H. mollis can also be found in Bed 7a)

Hamamelis japonica ‘Arborea’ – Bed 17

Hamamelis mollis - Bed 25

Further west in Bed 25, located next to its relative,
Parrotia persica, is H x intermedia `Ruby Glow,’ a more
upright cultivar with coppery-red flowers.
Near the south west corner of the garden in Bed 41 is
H x intermedia ‘Diane.’ Considered to be one of the
best red-flowering witch hazels (Hillier, p. 135),
‘Diane’ has deep red flowers with purple-red calyces.
‘Diane’ is also planted in Bed 9a near the propagation
area.
On the February Members’ Day in mid-afternoon, it
was positively radiant as the low winter sun shone
through its reddish blooms.

Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Diane’ – Bed 41

Guides Greenery,
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Also near the south west corner of the garden,
in Bed 36, is a lovely small specimen of H x
intermedia ‘Pallida’ (Syn. H. mollis var. pallida).
It has lighter, sulphurous yellow flowers, and
it bloomed this year in the company of last
fall’s leaves, a trait that is common to some
witch hazels.

‘Pallida’ is one of the most popular witch
hazels and has won the RHS Award of Garden
Merit (Hillier, p. 136.)
Hamamelis x intermedia 'Pallida', Bed 36

Finally, located near the western end of in
Bed 29, is H. mollis ‘Goldcrest,’ a low
sprawling plant with large flowers coloured
a rich yellow with deep red at the base.

Hamamelis mollis 'Goldcrest', Bed 29

It is worth a trip to the garden in winter just to see the witch hazels. However, if you didn’t
make it this January or February, be sure to come in autumn when the Hamamelis once again
put on a wonderful display. Like the winter flowers, their rich fall colour in shades of golden
yellow, orange, red, and crimson is spectacular. You won’t want to miss it.
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Sample of Photos, by Donna Steeves, taken at February 2011’s
members day!

Other Events in the Gardening Community

Annual General Meeting
March 19th, 2010
10:00 a.m. to noon
Emmanual Evangelical Church
17029 - 16th Avenue
(Next To Darts Hill Garden Park)
We are so pleased to invite you to:
Linda Chalker-Scott

•

Learn what’s happening at Darts Hill

•

Be provided with an update on the development of the Horticultural
Learning Centre.

•

Enjoy the talk with Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott entitled "How good
horticultural practices can help restore natural landscapes.‚

The AGM will be followed by coffee, tea, juice and light snacks. Shortly
after noon, please join Susan Murray as she leads a tour through the
garden. The garden will be open until 3:00 p.m.
Susan Murray
Continued from the front page:
The sequel – The Informed Gardener Blooms Again – was released by UW Press in 2010 and continues
horticultural myth-busting. She also recently published Sustainable Landscapes and Gardens: good science –
practical application (2009, GFG Publishing, Inc.), a 22-chapter book which she edited and jointly authored
with 20 colleagues.
You can find out about more about Linda and her work at the following websites:
Website: http://www.theinformedgardener.com
Blog: http://www.gardenprofessors.com
Books: http://www.sustainablelandscapesandgardens.com
Contacts:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Editor of The Oracle

Linda Stanley Wilson
Anne Sprung
Nancy Oike
Kathy Piccott

604-542-3003
604-531-8424
604-535-6245
604-594-8507

lindasw@shaw.ca
anne.sprung@shaw.ca
noike@shaw.ca
kmpiccott@surrey.ca

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an
organization working in partnership with the City of Surrey to
ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

Contact us at:
http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp

