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DARTS  H ILL GARDEN  PARK IS  LOCATED  ON  16TH AVE.  AT  170TH STREET,  

SU RREY,  B.C.  

"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȱȭȭ 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR :  Nancy Oike 

Having  just come through  a very  busy spring  and early summer, the work  of the Society has 

finally  slowed down  to a relaxed pace.  I'm  writing  this summary  of Darts Hill  projects and 

activities at the end of July, just prior  to going on vacation to the Cariboo and Haida  Gwaii .  

One of our  main goals for  2014 was to increase the number of visitors  to the garden and to 

broaden our demographic.   

Many  of these were first -time visits.  In addition,  we've 

welcomed many volunteers from  our community  partners, 

South Surrey Garden Club, Alpine  Garden Club of B.C., and 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society and their  affiliates.  Along  

the way, we've learned a lot  about promoting  the Garden 

through  social media, a plethora of free on-line sites, and 

traditional  media.  We still  have much to learn, and your  

advice is always welcome.   

Echinacea ÊÜÓÛÐÝÈÙɯȿ ÓÖÏÈȮɀɯ
Yellow Coneflower  

As a result, from  April  through  mid -July, we welcomed 

approximately : 

 385 visitors  to our  nine Saturday Strolls, 

 550 to the April  Open House, 

 365 to the May Open House,  

 650 to the Garden Festival, 

 350 to Sounds of Summer (organized by City  staff), 

 80 from  five guided  group  tours, and 

 20 pruning  class participants  ɬ 

 

 for  a total  of 2400 visits. 



Plans for  the pond  renovation  are proceeding at a brisk  pace thanks to Maria  Fish and Ted 

Uhrich  from  the City  of Surrey's Parks Planning, Research, and Development  team.  Starting 

with  her original  pond  renderings and the input  received from  members at the AGM,  Maria  has 

created a series of additional  renderings complete with  stream, small waterfall,  pathways, and 

seating.  A team led by Society member Susan Murray  and including  Pam Yokome, Sharon 

Lawson, and me researched and recommended a variety  of water plants for  future  plantings,  

with  expert input  from  Hawaiian  Botanicals personnel, Roger Pinette of  Ponds Beautiful,  and 

Gary Lewis of Phoenix Perennials.   

The labelling  project is ready to begin, with  equipment  in place and a group  of seven eager 

volunteers ready to begin planning,  organizing,  and taking  training  on the equipment .  This 

work  will  begin in the fall . 

Pond construction, expected to begin in late 

August,   will  be done by external contractors 

under  the management of Park Development  

Services.  Financing for  the pond will  come 

from  fundraising  activities and interest from  

the Endowment  Fund with  matching funds 

from  the City  of Surrey. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR , ÊÖÕÛɀËȱȭȭ 

Look for  a 12 ft . by 20 ft . shelter, soon to be 

installed  on a cement pad in the field  to the 

north  of the propagation  area.  The shelter,  

owned by the City  of Surrey, has been 

looking  for  a home, and we are only  too 

happy to accommodate it .  It  will  be used by 

the Society and community  partners for  

classes, workshops,  and other activities   

where shelter is needed.  

Finally, the Society's plans for  Fall and Winter  are to formulate  a strategy to grow  our volunteer  

force.  It  will  include  recruitment,  training,  retention, care of volunteers, and production  of  a 

volunteer  brochure.  Let me know  if  you'd  like  to be involved  by contacting 

 

I look forward  to a busy September with  the garden open every Saturday for  Strolls or special 

events.  Our  last public  event of 2014 will  be the Open House on October 18.  Here's hoping  for  

great fall  colours. 
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FROM  THE ARCHIVES :  HAND -WRITTEN  NOTES  FROM THE JOURNALS OF ED 
AND  FRANCISCA  

As found and provided by Nancy Armstrong 

So far we have shared only  archival  material  written  by Francisca, as  most of the  notebooks 

and bits and pieces are in her handwriting . The limited  written  records she has left  pertain  to all 

of her interests, with  the largest number being something related to the garden. 

  

$ËɀÚ profession was a Chartered Accountant,  so I found  it  not surprising  that the content of the 

main source we have of his writing  almost always involves  some sort of money record. Like all  

of the notebooks, journals, diaries and other paper formats that both the Darts kept, the entries 

span many years. 

 

The first  entry  in this Ledger is 1943 and perhaps the most delightful  is the last series of 3 

entries written  in late December of 1983  and two  in April  of 1984 mostly  about Ɂ3ÏÌ %(1$ɂ.  



Pond plant ing  update : Susan Murray  headed a subcommit tee  that  created a 
l ist  of  recommended unusual  water  or  marginal  p lants  for  our  pond . 
Excel lent recommendat ions  were  received from  Douglas  Just ice, Gary  
Lewis  at  Phoenix Perennials, Roger Pinet te at  

POND  PROJECT - UPDATE  

Ponds Beaut i ful ,  Hawai ian  Botanicals, Alan  
Cheung and  board  members, Nancy,  Pam 
and  Sharon. Everyone is looking  forward  to  
the pond's  complet ion  in  the fal l !  

FALL  OPEN HOUSE DATES: 

 

SATURDAY , SEPTEMBER 27, 2014 - 11:00 a.m. ɬ 3:00 p.m.  

Don't  miss our fall  plant  sale! 

 

In an early fall  walk  through  the garden, you will  see many plants and trees just as they begin to 

produce nuts, fruits,  and a variety  of unusual  seed pods. The grasses are also of particular  

interest. Many  fall  flowering  plants are at their  best in September and provide  early fall  colour 

throughout  the garden. 

 

SATURDAY , OCTOBER 18, 2014 - 11:00 a.m. ɬ 3:00 p.m.  

Be sure to join us for  the final  Open House at the garden this year. In the fall,  visitors  can enjoy 

the magnificent  changing leaf colours of a variety  of maples, the Nyssa sylvatica, Enkianthus 

perulatus, as well  as late flowering  asters and other blooms. Birds love the variety  of berries 

available in so many shades of purple,  bright  red, yellow  and orange. 
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