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ELIZABETH HOLLICK DONATES SKETCH DRAWN AT ARTS AT DARTS

0

How fortunate for the Darts Hill Society to have been given this gift, drawn
this summer at our Arts at Darts event. Elizabeth is a local artist with many
works found in murals on local buildings. The Society will have this sketch for
display in the house.
At the time of this newsletter, the webpage
www.elizabethhollick.com was down but many of her artwork images can be
found on the internet. Thank you, Elizabeth.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:

Nancy Oike

We are happy to welcome Marlene Gurvich back to the Board. Marlene has
agreed to fill our vacant position for the remainder of the year up until the next
AGM. Marlene has been a long-term member of Darts Hill, formerly served on
the Board as Membership Chair, and helped to draft the Society's by-laws,
which were signed back in November 2001.
One of the Board's objectives for 2013/2014 is to increase the Garden's open
hours. The Saturday Strolls, which were initiated this past Spring, will be
continued this September. In 2014, the Garden will be open to the public every
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the peak months of April, May, June,
and September. Our four public open houses will continue, offering guided
tours and additional attractions for visitors; and we'll continue to organize
special events in the Garden.
I'd like to thank all those who supported
Darts Hill's two successful summer events:
Arts at Darts on June 18 and Sounds of
Summer on July 24.
Arts at Darts was organized by our capable
past chair, Linda Stanley Wilson, with
strong support from Yalda Asadian, Stacey
Rosa and volunteers from both Partners in
Parks and the Darts Hill Garden
Conservancy Trust Society.

Sounds of Summer is a City of Surrey event,
organized by Partners in Parks and
supported by Darts Hill volunteers. Each
event attracted hundreds of visitors to Darts
Hill - many of them first-time visitors who
are now aware of what Darts Hill has to
offer. The work of our gardening team Alan, Brian and Stefan - has ensured that
they will all want to return.
I'd like to acknowledge the work of our
community partners - The Alpine Garden
Club of B.C. and the South Surrey Garden
Club.

The Alpine Garden Club has commenced
work on its second display bed; you'll
notice piles of gravel, rocks, and tufa in
place to the south of the grape arbour, as
they begin to construct the bed and prepare
it for planting.

The South Surrey Garden Club continues its
work in Bed 26; teams of 4 to 6 people have
been turning up each week to weed, clip,
deadhead, and top dress. The bed is
looking wonderful, and their efforts have
spilled over into surrounding beds. These
two groups are continuing the special bond
they had with Francisca. Look for signage
soon acknowledging their contribution.
As members, you can help improve public
awareness of the Garden by promoting our
extended openings and special events to
your friends, neighbours, and colleagues.
We'll need lots of help to staff our increased
open hours, so I encourage you to join our
Meet and Greet staff to help welcome
visitors to the Garden.

Artist Talk – FREE Drop-in Event
Thursday October 10, 2013
7:30 – 9:00 pm
Surrey Art Gallery,
13750 - 88th Avenue, Surrey.
Bonsai Artists Bryan Baillie & Jim McAusland
All are welcome to this fun and informative demonstration
and hope that you may try this creative art yourself.
Bryan Baillie and Jim McAusland are two individuals who, following their retirement, have
been able to peruse their lifelong interest in the living art form of Bonsai. As members of the
B.C. Bonsai Society under the tutelage of Mr. Tak Yamaura (JAPAN BONSAI) they practice
growing and shaping plants according to the ancient form of centuries-old Japanese Traditions.
This art form known as Bonsai was introduced into Japan in the 10th or 11th centuries and first
appeared in Europe at the Paris World Fair in 1878. Bonsai is a cross between horticulture and
sculpture, first practiced in China during the Han Dynasty (206BC to 220AD) and the art shapes
the artist as much as and perhaps more than it does the tree.
Anyone can get into Bonsai and the B.C. Bonsai Society is always looking for new members. All
that is required is a state of mind open to the joys of working with plants and a good measure of
patience.
This living art form is never finished, as it will change day after day, year after year. The plant
grows, parts do die off and the artist does adjust. The artist continues learning through
adaptation as there are constant changes in the life of the plant. B.C. Bonsai Society meets on
the first Thursday of each month . Their website is: www.bcbonsaisociety.org/

Check out the vibrant
orange of the young
Pseudolarix
amabilis,
Golden Larch. Photo by
Vicki McQuade in 2008.

Perhaps worth a visit to
the garden in October to
see how it has grown?

SUMMER SURPRISES (submitted by Nancy Oike)
I've never visited Darts Hill Garden without discovering something new - and two visits
during June and July produced some truly wonderful surprises.
During a tour in late Ju ne with a gro up fr om the Sogetsu Vancouver Ikebana Association,
we were surrou nded by a wonderful fragrance while walking along the pathway that
forms the northern border of Bed 1. Searching for the source o f the fra grance, we looked
upwards to find large panicles of creamy white flowers blooming high in a tree. We wer e
surprised to see from its label that the tree was Syringa reticulata , Japanese Tree Lilac.
While normally a shrub or shortish round ed tree, the
Darts Hill specimen reaches up towards the light and
bears its sweet-smelling flowers high up in the
branches. Like other lilacs, it prefers a su nny location
and neutral to slightly alkaline soil.
Native to
northern Japan, it is hardy from zones 3 to 7 .
Although it has fresh dark green leaves and attractive
grey bark, this tree tends to recede into the
background when not in bloom - to find it next
summer, be sure to look up and follow your nose.
(Photo
so urce:
www.salisbury.edu/arboretum/
syringa /syre/ photos/SyReFL 01)
Later,
this
group
was
delighted
to
come
upon
Sinocalycanth us chinensis (Chinese wax shrub) so uth of the
Tractor Road in Bed 9b.
While notable for its showy
blossoms and rounded buds, it also has attractive foliage
with single, opposite, glossy green leaves.
Becau se the
flowers face downwa rds, this shr ub is best viewed from the
pathway below, where the details of its exquisite flowers are
clearly visible. The c amellia -like flowers have seven to nine
outer tepals, each white with a slightly pinkish hue aro und
the perimeter . They surrou nd an inner cu p of small yellow
tepals, tinged maroon at the bottom and surrounding a puff
of gold stamens.
A second specimen of Sinocalycanthu s
chinen sis is blooming in Bed 35 south o f the lower Magnolia
Walk. This shrub gr ows in full sun to part shade in rich,
moist but well-drained soil. It is hardy from zones 6 to 9.
(Photo by Nancy Oike)
Rhododendro n micran thum (meaning small -flowered), another
white-flowered shru b, was blooming in Bed 15a. It is a very
unu sual rhodo a nd look s, at first glance, more like a spirea.
However, on clo se examination, its tiny five-petaled funnel shaped individual flowers are very rhododendron -like. Their
stamens are decorative and prominent and give the flower
trusse s a delicate fluffy appearance . Its small medium-green
leaves turn to dark green as they age and provide a lovely
contrast to the pure white flowers. It is native to northern
China and Korea. (Photo by Nancy Oike)

My fourth summer discovery was Magnolia virginiana 'Jim
Wilson' MOONGLOW™ or Sweet Bay Magnolia. Planted
just to the east of the Magnolia Walk and south of perennial
Bed 44, it bloomed in profusion for the first time this year. Its
creamy white blooms are highly scented, especially in the
early evening.
They'll be followed by cone-like fruits, which are attractive to
birds. The evergreen to semi-evergreen foliage is fragrant
with a scent of bay leaves. The leaves have interesting colour
- bright shiny green on top and silvery underneath.
M. MOONGLO has been named as a Great Plant Pick under the section "Great Picks for Small
Gardens." It is hardy to Zone 5 and considered easy to grow as long as it gets a little extra water
during dry spells. (Photo by Kathy Piccott)

While Darts Hill Garden is spectacular during April and May, be sure to visit during June
and July as well. The garden is open for Members' Days and special events. You'll be
rewarded with some very special surprises.

Astrantia major flower facts (submitted by K. Piccott)
Found in Bed 27, this Astrantia, commonly known as Masterwort, is a clump-forming
herbaceous perennial that has clusters of tiny, delicate, star-like flowers. Summer blooms can be
as colourful as greenish white to rose pink and red. Grows well in full sun to partial shade but
needs to be sheltered. This plant comes from the Apiaceae family, known as carrot or parsley
family, which is a family of mostly aromatic plants with hollow stems. I singled out this plant
as I have a small one in my back yard and wasn’t too sure what it was. Info found at
www.rhs.org.uk Photo by K. Piccott

Photo by Carol How,
Autumn 2010

MEMBERSHIP CORNER,

A N N E S P R U N G – C O O R D IN AT O R

M E M B E R S H IP @ D A R TS H I L L . C A

SATURDAY STROLLS TO CONTINUE.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14
11 – 3 pm
Autumn Open House & Plant
Sale

The Saturday strolls that were initiated in April
and May of this year were quite successful in
increasing the awareness of our garden and our
community profile.
This does not affect your
membership except, should you be unable to
attend on Members’ Sundays, you can drop by any
Saturday during the peak spring months.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY

Special tours and events planned for members will
continue only on the Members’ Sundays.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 19, 11 - 3 PM

We are planning on opening the garden each
Saturday in September as well.

Autumn Open House
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 11 – 3 PM
MEMBERS’ DAY

Did you know that
Darts Hill Garden
Park is listed in
‘1001 Gardens You
Must See Before You
Die’? (Author:
Rae
Spencer-Jones)

MEMBERSHIP CORNER, continued…..
MYSTERY PLANT FOR JUNE 2013
I have 36 inch tall lance-like dark green foliage. My
spectacular flower is 4-6 inches in size. It is bright yellow
on top, with violet blue falls. I grow from a tuber, can
cause skin irritation and I am named for a lady. Who am
I?
Iris germanica ‘Edith Wolford’

THE MYSTERY PLANT FOR JULY 2013
I am an evergreen 30 foot tall tree with oval 8
inch dark green glossy leaves. I have huge 12
inch saucer shaped fragrant creamy white
flowers. I am native to North America but
found mainly in the southern U.S.A. where I
can be found as a highway screen, I am the
state tree of Mississippi. Who am I?
In Bed C1:
Sommer’

Magnolia grandiflora ‘Samuel

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
SEPTEMBER 15 Members’ day: 11:00 – 3:00 pm.
This would be a good time for you to see the many plants and trees just as they begin to produce
nuts, fruits and a variety of seed pods. The grasses are also of particular interest. And it’s time
to visit the orchard – the Society are in the process of identifying our apples – perhaps there may
be one or two varieties available for sampling.
OCTOBER 20 Members’ day: 11:00 – 3:00 pm
Be sure to drop by to enjoy the magnificent changing of leaf colours of a
variety of maples, the Nyssa sylvatica, Enkiantus perulatus, as well as late
flowering asters and other blooms.
Bring the children to join in the hunt for spooky houses throughout the garden.
Drop by the house for a bit of early witches brew to warm up.

AS

A MEMBER TO

DARTS HILL GARDEN,

YOU ARE CONNECTED TO OTHER

ORGANISATIONS WITH SIMILAR INTERESTS OR WHO PARTNER WITH OUR SOCIETY.

This

following information was taken from www.dartshill.ca
City of Surrey proclaimed Francisca citizen of the year in 1996.
Kwantlen University College bestowed upon Francisca an honourary Law degree in 2002.
Alpine Garden Club of B.C. awarded Francisca an honourary lifetime membership.

Vancouver Rhododendron Society awarded Ed and Francisca Darts a Bronze Medal in
1982.
Peace Arch Rhododendron Society awarded Francisca an honourary lifetime membership.
Surrey Foundation
Vancouver Hardy Plant Group
UBC Botanical Garden

Milner Gardens and Woodlands
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden Society
UBC Botanical Garden and Centre for Plant Research Forums
UBC Dept. of Botany
Nitobe Memorial Garden, the University of British Columbia's Japanese Garden.
Master Gardeners Association of British Columbia Many of the guides at Darts Hill are
Master Gardeners.
The Royal Horticultural Society
The Parks of Greater Vancouver and the Fraser Valley Over 6,000 excellent photographs of
at least 110 regional parks, including 175 images of Darts Hill in Spring - well worth
visiting.

East Coasters Lend A Hand To Protect Polemonium
vanbruntiae (Van Brunt Jacob's ladder).
As heard on CTV news, Canadians are helping to
protect a rare Canadian species.
For more
information, please read the story linked below.
http://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/where-we-work/newbrunswick/stories/lend-a-hand-for-van-brunts-jacobs-ladder.html

WHAT TO LOOK FOR THIS AUTUMN!

Photo taken in October 2008 by Lisa Hart
Photo by Vicki McQuade

How about the brightness of this Aesculus parviflora?
Bottlebrush buckeye is from the horse-chestnut family.

Photo of berries by Ann Nelson

In bed 38, you will find the spectacular colours of the
Cornus kousa var. chinensis ‘Milky Way. (The green
and white of the Cornus controversa ‘Variegata’ in the
foreground is in Bed 37).

Photo of chestnuts by
Jane Robinson

S PECIAL

TREES OF

Tree:

Parrotia persica
Persian ironwood, iron tree
Family: Hamamelidaceae

Bed

25

Notes: Planted in 1975
The Persian Ironwood Tree (Parrotia persica) is
native to the lower mountain slopes of northern
Iran and has been planted widely in cities across
Europe and North America for many years. It
has great colour in the spring, with glossy,
green, rid-tipped leaves that later turn a darker
green through the summer.
Fall
colour
is
spectacular, often with
leaves of multiple
colours on the tree at
the same time: orange,
purple, yellow and
green. When older,
this tree has flaky grey
bark that is very
attractive, giving it
year-round appeal.

D ARTS H ILL

Tree:

Cedrus libani
Cedar of Lebanon
Family: Pinaceae
Note:
rarely grown
Range SW Asia, Syria
Planted as anchor for Bed 19 in 1968. Purchased
from Lloyd Smith for $3.00.
Originally native to Asia Minor, currently found
in "the Jebel Alaonite mountains in Syria, and
Lebanon, where it is now very rare (according to
Paule (1975) there are about 2,000–3,000 ha of
forests of this species), but it is still plentiful in
the Taurus and Cilician Taurus in Turkey.
It grows between 1,300 and 2,100 m elevation.
Quite hardy, this light-demanding and calciphile
species grows rather slowly (Bannister and
Neuner 2001).

REMINDER OF ADDITIONAL OPEN DAYS IN THE GARDEN AND MEMBER'S BENEFITS

Darts Hill Loses Two Friends
It is with sadness that we advise of the passing this past year of two long-term friends of Darts
Hill.
Dr. Ian Grant was part of the original guides group, which started when Terry and Wendy
Fidgeon were asked (in 1997) to form a committee to assist Francisca with tours. Ian became
Chair of the Guides in 2001. He continued with the guides as a gatekeeper, and also continued
for some years to make our name tags. He passed away in November 2012 at the age of 91.
Dr. John Smith passed away suddenly in June at the age of 77; a guide, volunteer and quite a
character who will be missed in the garden.
John was a member of the original Guides group in 1997; was Vice-chair of the Board in 2003,
and in 2004-06 was the South Surrey Garden Club representative on the Board. He was also
involved with the original Propagation group. John loved to tease us with his fondness for
using chemicals of all sorts in his garden. He loved to see the shocked horror, especially on
Master Gardeners’ faces!
Both fellows became medical practitioners in the United Kingdom before emigrating to
Canada. Both Ian and John were loved for their kindness and sense of humour. Their willing
efforts and broad smiles will be greatly missed.
Thanks Mary Dunn and James Good for the above information.

This 2004 photo of the Guides
of Darts Hill includes both Ian
and John.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Chair:
Membership Coordinator:
Guide Coordinator:
Editor of The Oracle:
Propagation:

updates@dartshill.ca
membership@dartshill.ca
tours@dartshill.ca
newsletter@dartshill.ca
propagation@dartshill.ca

