
3rd prize – Marion McCristall - Magnolia 

1st prize - Ron Kelman –entitled ‘Tiger Lily’ 

2nd prize – Birt Nord - Lily 

Through considerable 
effort, our Membership 
Coordinator, Anne 
Sprung, organized this 
photo contest, which 
included finding unbiased 
and professional judges. 
 
The many, many 
contributions to the contest 
were excellent.  Here are 
the winners! 



The City of Surrey hosts “Sounds of Summer” 

The Sounds of Summer flowed through the garden on August 16th, with live musical performances 
from the Vancouver Orchestra Club.   The City of Surrey was thrilled to showcase Darts Hill Garden as 
the venue for a unique evening of outdoor entertainment, and with the support of the Darts Hill 
Conservancy Trust Society, welcomed over 250 people to the event.  Participants were entertained with 
a selection of classical and contemporary tunes from a strings orchestra and a jazz band, with a lively, 
eclectic mix that ran from Beauty and the Beast to Fly Me to the Moon.   It was a lovely site to see so many 
people across the lawn and tucked into shady spots among the orchard, enjoying the music and the 
scenery.  Many participants were new to the garden, and we look forward to seeing them again through 
tours and at the upcoming open houses. 
 
Many thanks to all of the volunteers and Society members  
who contributed their time and enthusiasm,  
helping to make this event such a success. 
 
Nikki Higgs 
Parks Partnership Assistant 

Photo by J. Sprung 

Photos by Linda 
Stanley Wilson 



SPECIAL TREES OF DARTS HILL 
Our volunteer guides, led by Nancy Oike, have been identifying significant and special trees in 
the garden.  Each newsletter, we will provide for you a look at one or two of those 70+ 
significant trees. 

Tree: Cercidiphyllum japonicum ‘Magnificum’ 
Syn. C. magnificum,  

 Mountain Katsura,   
Family:  Cercidiphyllaceae 

Bed  3B 
Rare very rare 
Notes: Range:  mountains of Central Japan 

Tree: Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ 
Corkscrew hazel, Harry Lauder’s walking 
stick, contorted hazel, curly hazel 

Family:  Betulaceae  

Bed  25 
Notes: This is one of Surrey’s heritage trees, 
one of the largest of the species in the area.  We 
have included this tree in this edition as there 
are concerns about its health – you should try 
to visit this tree, next time you’re in the 
garden. 

See location of this tree on the attached map 

Photo by Marvin 
Salvail, 2010 
photo contest 

Inset photo by 
Joe Phillips, 
photo contest 
Autumn 2010 

Photos by K. Piccott, July 2010 



Find this edition’s significant trees here 

Alan Joy – Open for Business Jane Bellringer -  Eye Candy 

Ron Larson – 
What’s  Going 
on Down There? 



Members day’s events: 
 
Anne is always open to ideas for tours, especially if you can supply the name of an expert who is likely 
to volunteer to do the tour. You can contact Anne in the garden or via membership@dartshill.ca 

Photo by Marvin Salvail,  
2010 photo contest 

Looking for volunteers to be 

part of the membership team!  

Please contact Anne if you 

could give a bit of time to the 

Society.

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 
ANNE  S PRUNG  –  COORDINATOR  
MEMBERSHIP@DARTSHILL .CA   

September 15 – Public Open House 

 and Plant Sale 

September 16 – Members day 

October 13 – Public Open House 

October 21 – Members day 

November 18 – Members day 
 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm each date 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE GARDEN. 

  
September 15th will be the first of our 
Autumn Open House and Plant Sale.  
Followed by Members day on September  
16th.  
 
The tour on the 16th will be provided by City 
staff. Members will be updated on what is 
new and what is planned.  The propagation 
team will be hosting the last plant sale of 
2012.  Don’t miss your opportunity to pick 
up some late blooming perennials.  
 
The July photo contest had some incredible 
photographs submitted. The judges had a 
difficult time choosing the winners. Check 
out the photos on line and come see a glossy 
print of the winners September 15th or 16th.  



GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 
Certificates have been created 
so you can give a gift of Darts 
Hill garden membership. What 
a wonderful way to spread a 
celebration out over the year.  
 
There are 10 days to visit and 
say Happy Birthday, Happy 
Mothers /Fathers day , Happy 
Retirement, or whatever 
celebration you want to name. 
Certificates will be dated to 
expire in 12 months from the 
date of purchase, just like the 
membership.  

MYSTERY PLANT FOR JUNE 2012 

I am a vine that looks like a multi trunked tree 20 
feet tall. My bark is grey but exfoliates so looks 
striped or ridged. Hummingbirds like my white 
fragrant 2 inch blossoms that turn yellow as they 
age. The blossom develops into red berries. I am 
considered invasive in the eastern USA and New 
Zealand. I am originally from near the worlds 8th 
longest river, the Armur between Russia and 
Manchuria.  
I am Lonicera maackii .  

MYSTERY PLANT FOR JULY 2012 

I have 4 foot tall arching spikes of funnel shaped 
bright orange flowers.  I have long sword shaped 
leaves and the hummingbirds love me. I am a 
native of South African grasslands. I grow from 
corms. My name is derived from the Greek for 
Saffron and odour.  There are over 400 cultivars 
grown worldwide. This variety has won Royal 
Horticultural Society awards. 
Crocosmia Lucifer is my name. 

FURTHER DATES TO REMEMBER: 

October will have an Open house on the 13th and a Members 
day on the 21st. The tour subject for October 21st will be fruits 
and nuts in the garden, that is the edible produce, not the 
people. Come see some of the fall foliage at its best on the 13th 
or 21st. The berries, either edible or not, create a lovely 
colourful show to match the foliage.  
 
November will have its special day on the 18th and we will be 
treated to a tour of the different fungus or mushrooms in the 
garden.  The leaves will have fallen and we will be able 
appreciate the bark and structure of the trees, and all the 
wonderful seed pods. The garden shows different facets each 
visit. 
 
Bring a friend to enjoy the garden. You get new guest passes 
when you renew,  The garden is always a delight to wander in   
and a delight to share.  
. 



In May, Darts Hill 
volunteers were privileged 
to have a visit from two of 
Francisca Darts' old 
friends, Alleyne and 
Barbara Cook.  The Cooks 
have a long-term bond 
with Francisca through 
their love of  
rhododendrons and 
magnolias and their 
lengthy association with 
the Alpine Garden Club of 
B.C.  
 
Alleyne Cook, described 
by Steve Whysall as "one 
of B.C.'s most respected 
plant experts", was New 
Zealand-born and worked 
as a gardener in England 
before moving to 
Vancouver.   

As a long-term employee of Vancouver Parks, he was responsible for the planting and maintenance of  
the Ted and Mary Greig Rhododendron Garden at Stanley Park and was also a gardener at Van Dusen 
Botanical Gardens and Queen Elizabeth Park.  He is a well-known hybridizer of both rhododendrons 
and magnolias, including one named after his charming wife - Magnolia 'Barbara Cook'. 
 
Alleyne Cook was the hybridizer of several of the rhododendrons at Darts Hill.  His hybrids include a 
group of large, unnamed, mainly yellow rhodos located in Bed 35 (see map)                 just to the west of 
the Tractor Road; a few other rhododendrons scattered throughout the garden                 including in 
Beds 17 & 31, named R. 'Cookie'; and the two special rhododendrons named 'Francisca' and 'Edwin', 
which were moved to Bed 50 in commemoration of Francisca's 90th birthday.  
 
In an informal tour on May 15, Alleyne wandered the garden, with Darts Hill Guides in tow, sharing his 
knowledge of rhodos, magnolias, and a multitude of other plants in the garden.  In his 80s, Alleyne 
initially protested that he could no longer remember the botanical names of plants.  He soon proved 
himself wrong - having no problem producing plant names and a wealth of interesting information and 
stories from his broad experience in the gardening world.  His tour was followed by a pot luck lunch 
provided by the Guides, where Alleyne and Barbara entertained with a generous outpouring of further 
stories.  They left happily with a gift of plants from the Propagation Group and a desire to return to see 
their special rhododendrons when in bloom.   
 
The Cooks made a return trip on June 18 as guests of both the Guides and the Propagation Group.  This 
time, they were accompanied by mutual friend, Sue Klapwijk, an avid rhododendron grower who has 
know the Darts since her childhood.  The Alleyne Cook hybrids were blooming admirably; however, 
Rhododendrons 'Francisca' and 'Edwin' are flagging in their new location and need to be propagated 
without delay.  The Cooks have promised to return this October to provide advice and assistance in 
branch layering them.  These rhododendrons, like the Cooks themselves, are a significant part of the 
history of Darts Hill. 
 As provided by Nancy Oike 

Alleyne and Barbara Cook  
Visit Darts Hill Garden 



pho 

GUIDES UPDATE, by Nancy Oike 

Darts Hill Guides were a busy group this spring and early 
summer.  In addition to attending the two Alleyne and Barbara 
Cook tours described in a separate article, they participated in 12 
guided tours, two Open Days, several monthly members' days, 
the August 16 Sounds of Summer, and a number of special 
projects.   
 
The first special project resulted in a document identifying the 30 
most significant trees in the garden and an additional 40 special 
trees.  Information was provided for each tree, including its 
family, correct botanical name and common names, area of 
origin, outstanding features, location, and special recognition by 
such organizations as The Royal Horticultural Society and Great 
Plant Picks.  In addition, Francisca Darts' notes were searched to 
obtain information on source and date of planting. Starting with 
the Spring edition, two or three of these trees will be featured in 
each edition of The Oracle. 

 
Two additional projects have been initiated, with work proceeding during the fall and winter:  (1) 
interpretive signage and (2) review and update of guides' training materials.  The interpretive signage 
group will work with Nikki Higgs, a staff member of the City of Surrey, in the production of permanent 
signs to help visitors learn the history of the garden and its plants.  Nikki has just completed a similar 
project at The Glades. The training materials review project is an endeavour to update and improve 
educational materials used by volunteers at the garden. 
 
Guiding at Darts Hill can be a very rewarding experience, and we are always looking for new guides.  
Qualifications include having some spare time, a love of Darts Hill Garden, basic plant knowledge, and 
a desire to learn.  If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Nancy Oike at 
noike@shaw.ca 

A second project involved identifying ten key "stopping points" in the garden and significant plants 
located at each stopping point.  This information will assist new guides when organizing their first 
tours, and it may be used in the future in creating self-guided tours for visitors to the garden. 
 

Guides:  Jackie, 
Sharon & Diane 

Photo by L. Stanley Wilson 



WHAT YOU WILL FIND AT DARTS HILL IN THE AUTUMN!  

Photo by Donna Steeves – Dogwood seed in sunshine Photo by Jane Robinson – Fall burst 

Photo by Virginia Behl – Autumn Bird Photo by Vickey McQuade  – Autumn Delight 

Photo by Joe Phillips – Rest Stop Photo by Ragna Watt 
Photo by Jen Vandervoort  

– Darts Green 



NEW CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Chair:   info@dartshill.ca 
Membership Coordinator: 604-531-8424   membership@dartshill.ca 
Guide Coordinator: 604-535-6245  tours@dartshill.ca 
Editor of The Oracle 604-594-8507  newsletter@dartshill.ca 
Propagation    propagation@dartshill.ca
   

Parking on North Lot 
As you may have noticed a temporary gravel parking lot has been constructed on the 
former Yoshi property just north of the propagation area, with a pathway right down to 
the garage. This parking lot will be used by our volunteers only.  As the Society 
continues to work with the City and other agencies to develop a learning centre, the 
north lot will remain closed, except at times when it is needed by the propagation team, 
or at Open House events when the main parking lot is needed for visitors. 

Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society is an organization working in partnership with the City of 
Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park 

From the Editor 
 

It has been brought to my attention that I have been 
remiss in indicating that I am and have been the Editor 
of the past 36 issues of The Oracle.  The production of 
this newsletter has been a project that I thoroughly 
enjoy and hope to continue.  I have a team of volunteers 
who generously provide articles for our members’ 
enjoyment; who spell check and grammar check; and 
who publish the newsletter onto our web page.  I thank 
everyone for all their contributions.  The  City of Surrey 
allows me to print roughly 40 copies of the newsletter 
in colour for those members without email and quite 
often it is my husband who folds and stuffs envelops to 
get these printed versions in the mail. 

    
I am always looking for ideas and advice on how the 
newsletter is presented or what general topics should 
be covered.  I can be reached at newsletter@dartshill.ca. 
 
Hope you enjoy this 37th publication. 
 

Kathy Piccott 

One of my 
favourite 
plants in 
the garden. 


