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A newsletter from the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society
Darts Hill Garden Park is located on 16th Avenue, at 170th Street, Surrey, B.C.  Accessible by pre-booked tours only.  Call 604-501-5050 for your tour.

The Oracle

Due to tremendous interest in visiting this garden, this spring will see two days where the public can 
come to enjoy the fabulous Darts Hill Garden Park. Spring is a time when this garden shows off the 
colours and fragrances of flowering shrubs, perennials and the largest selection of tree species in the 
Pacific Northwest. This garden represents a great opportunity to see many unusual and rare plants as well 
as good old fashioned easy to find favourites. Guides will be on hand to point out plants of special 
interest and to answer all your questions.

The garden will be open to the public from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days. 
April 29, 2007 - free admission.
May 6, 2007 - admission by donation (members are free)

For more information, call 604.501.5050 or contact us at <http://www.dartshill.ca/contact.asp>

ANNUAL SPRING OPEN HOUSE

Happy Birthday Francesca –
March 15, 1916

The mid December wind storm brought down the large 
white pine on the 16th Avenue fence  line. I am going to 
miss looking up at the witches broom which is over a 
meter in diameter and weighed in at 22kgs. 
- Graham Laine

March 1st 2007, Francesca on her deck overlooking the 
snow in the garden.



Membership Coordinator update:
We are coming to the end of another fiscal year at Darts Hill, although it is, of course, the beginning of another 
growing and blooming year in the garden. Our Annual General Meeting, will be held on Saturday March 17th, 
and will be followed by the opportunity to walk around the garden. This will also be our Members’ Day, one 
day early this month. So don’t forget – the garden will be closed on Sunday March 18th, which would be our 
usual day. 

To date we have a total of 167 memberships – we are continuing to grow our membership base.

I am very pleased to report that several of you have told me that you have enjoyed our little monthly contests 
to coerce you into looking closely at plants in the garden. I last published a list of the questions and answers a 
year ago (how time flies!) so that you would know one plant that is interesting to look for in any particular 
month. I will update that now with the answers from June, 2005, when we started the contest, to date.

June 2005 – Robinia hispida - fuzzy red seed pods, in Bed 31.

July, 2005 – Clematis heracleifolia ‘Davidiana’ – pale blue blooms, in Bed 32.

September, 2005 – Vitex agnus-castex (Chaste Tree) – blooming with spikes of violet flowers in Bed  46.

October, 2005 – Colletia hystrix ‘Rosea’, pink, fragrant flowers, now in Bed 36.

November, 2005 – Ampelopsis brevipedunculata (Porcelain Vine), with robins’s egg blue and speckled berries, in Bed 4.

January, 2006 – Edgeworthia papyrifera (Paper Bush) - white, downward-facing buds in Bed 46.

February, 2006 – Parrotia persica (Ironwood), with small dark red flowers, in Bed 25.

March, 2006 – (The question was to find three deciduous conifers in the garden.) Larix laricifolia adpressa, in Bed 30,
Taxodium distichum, in Bed 20, and Pseudolarix amabilis in Bed 39.

April, 2006 – Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’, - white flowers with pink anthers, in Bed 33.

May, 2006 – Illicium floridanum, an evergreen shrub with star-shaped, maroon flowers, in Bed 32.

June, 2006 – Lyonia ovalifolia var. elliptica, a member of the Ericaceae family, with white urn-shaped flowers, in Bed 32.
July, 2006 – Magnolia macrophylla, with huge creamy-white flowers up high, in Bed 13.

September, 2006 – Genista aetnensis, with fragrant yellow flowers, in Bed 34

October, 2006 – Fothergilla major, in Bed 21.

February, 2007 - This month we featured the Witch Hazels, or Hamamelis, of which there are 10 in the  garden. Six of 
these were: Hamamelis ‘Sunburst’, in Bed 12, Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Ruby Glow’, in Bed 25, Hamamelis mollis ‘Dartshill 
Wonder’ in Bed 7, Hamamelis mollis in Bed 25, Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Diane’ in Bed 41,  and Hamamelis japonica ‘Arborea’, 
in Bed 17.

Thank you to all the participants. I hope the winners are enjoying your new plants from Darts Hill.

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM, and of course in the garden. While I am retiring from the 
Membership Co-ordinator position, I remain a Guide.

Propagation Committee

The Propagating Committee is meeting on March 13, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  We will review last years 
activities and discuss plans for this coming year.  We are looking for new members to help us increase 
the number of plants propagated.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Sanne
Dryborough at sdryborough@shaw.ca or phone 604-536-4506.



A collection of plants flowering in the garden in 
late January into February.  Included in this vase:

Several varieties of Corylus avellana (Filberts)
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

Hamamelis mollis
Hamamelis X intermedia 'Jelena'
Hamamelis X intermedia 'Diane'

Hamamelia X intermedia 'Sunburst'
Grevillea victoriae

Helleborus orientalis
Jasminum officinale

Gaultheria (Pernettya) mucronata
Lonicera X purpusii 'Winter Beauty'

Chimonanthus praecox
Salix gracilistyla 'Melanostachys'
Erica carnea 'Springwood Pink'
Greenery of Danae racemosa

Ilex aquifolium myrtifolia
Salix matsudana Var. 'Tortuosa'.

FAUNA CORNER 

Two deer check out the no entry sign below the house while two eagles soar overhead.

An early winter snowfall enhances the bare form 
of the sweet chestnut, weeping birch and the 
walnut X. Heritage tree below the house.

The late December heavy snow storm brought 
down many tree limbs and branches. The mature 
red flowering crab-apple was split apart and now 
only one piece of trunk (the rear in this photo) 
remains to help pollinate the orchard.



An organization working in partnership with the
City of Surrey to ensure the preservation of Darts Hill Garden Park

The Colletia hysterix rosea flowered late into the 
fall on new growth after  dying to the ground last 
winter.

The following 4 pages are 
excerpts taken from 
commentary during an taped 
interview with Francesca 
Darts in the mid 1990’s. This 
interview was taken for  the 
Heritage Services within the 
City of Surrey.

Garden Operations Update:
As I make notes here in the garden on March 1st. following another snowfall overnight, there would be 
plenty of material to write on the unusual and even extreme weather conditions over the past three to 
four months.  In most gardens and particularly a garden as diverse as "Dartshill" there is going to be  
damage to, and loss of some plants when they have to deal with high winds, heavy snow load, periods 
of warm sun and then rapid descent from cool to frigid temperatures and prolonged cold winds.

During the high winds in December the large PINUS STROBUS (white pine) on the 16th Avenue 
fence line came down.  Quite apart from the loss of a very attractive mature tree, this pine was 
providing partial shade to plants growing beneath and acted as a wind break to the new bed #50.  
Three seedling pines from this parent have been planted in the same area as replacements.

We are looking forward to the Spring and Summer when the two large Rhododendrons moved into 
bed #50 will put on some new growth after braving it through all the weather extremes since 
November.

We are steadily planting out this new bed with special plants moved in from other areas of the garden 
and adding to this we will do our best to accommodate all the suggestions sent in by our members.  
Francisca and I thank you.  Submitted by Graham Laine.

Graham Laine has recently had an article published in one of the Royal Horticulture Society’s publications.  
The article is about Darts Hill Garden Park and we hope to have a copy for the next edition  of the Oracle.




















